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R.M. Blench Draft Nupe Dictionary: Introductory Material 
Nupe phonology 

The transcriptions used here are intended to represent Nupe as fully as possible, in terms of both tone and 
vowel length, and may therefore differ from locally published materials. The vowels, consonants and tones 
are first described and then the orthography used is indicated below. 

Vowels 

Nupe has five vowels; 


Front Central Back 
Close i u 

Close-Mid e o 

Open a 

In Banfield’s original orthography he gives two additional symbols, a and o for vowels, which seem 
sometimes to conflate nasalisation and a mishearing of vowel quality. 

Long vowels in Nupe? 

Smith (1967a) argues that in words such baagi the /aa/ is a phonemically distinct long vowel, although it is 
difficult to find minimal pairs to support this hypothesis. Madugu (in various references) transcribes long 
vowels, such as deegi ‘small, few’ although he does not comment on this. The relatively few words that 
appear to have a surface long vowel will be marked. 

There are three nasalised vowels; 


Front Central Back 
Close i u 

Open a 

Nupe can close a syllable with a nasal and can occasionally contrast CVN and CVN. For example; 

The representation of nasalisation is one of the most problematic aspects of the orthography. It is always 
represented by a following -n and this can lead to confusion with a syllabic /n/. In this document 
nasalisation follows an IPA-like system. However, this is often counterintuitive to speakers. 

Representation of these three vowels was not entirely consistent in Banfield, since the close vowels were 
represented as V + n and the central vowel as a 1 . Nupe pronunciation of the nasalised central vowel is 
definitely not entirely consistent. The word /sarayi/ ‘beautiful’ seems to be realised as; 

/sarayi/ 

/sarayi/ 

/sarayi/ 

probably suggesting that over time the nasalisation may simply be lost. 


1 Although Banfield (1914:xx) describes this sound as ‘ 



R.M. Blench Draft Nupe Dictionary: Introductory Material 
Consonants 

Nupe consonants are as follows; 



Bilabial 

Labio¬ 

dental 

Alveolar 

Alveopa 

latal 

Palatal 

Velar 

Plosive 

pb 


t d 

tfd3 

kp gb 

kg 

Fricative 


fv 

s z 



h 

Affricates 



ts dz 




Nasal 

m 


n 




Lateral 



1 




Tap/trill 




r 



Approximant 

w 




y 



Syllable-final nasals are homorganic with the following consonant. Nupe has extensive labialisation and 
palatalisation and combinations of both prosodies. 

Tones 

Nupe has three level tones and falling and rising tones, marked as follows; 

High 

Mid Unmarked 

Low 

Rising 

Falling 

All tones are marked, where possible, but in the present version where botanists’ transcriptions have not 
been rechecked in the field, some words are not tone-marked. 


Nupe orthography 
Orthography of conventions 

tf = c 

d3 = j 

The order of letters is; a, b, c, d, e, f, g, h, i, j, k, 1, m, n, o, p, r, s, t, u, v, w, y, z. 

There are also the digraphs; ts, dz, gb, kp which are written with two or more letters in English but are in 
fact only one sound. Technically speaking, affricates such as ‘ts’ etc. are distinct sounds. However, for those 
familiar with the principles of English alphabetisation, it is probably safer to treat them as composed of two 
separate letters. So ‘gb’ will be found as part of the letter ‘g’ rather than as a separate heading. 

Missing words: winnowing tray, guest 


n 
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Nupe-English 

Key to codes used in column 3. 


a 

architecture 



mt 

mat 

ad 

animal disease 

e 

emotions 

P 

person 



et 

ethnonym 



ai 

agricultural implement 

f 

fish 

pd 

personal decoration 

am 

amphibian 





an 

ant 

fa 

farming 



ap 

animal part 

fo 

food 

pl 

plant 



fr 

fruit 

po 

pot 

b 

bird 

g 

grass 

r 

reptile, amphibian 

bd 

bead 

ga 

game 

s 

snake 

bf 

bodily fluid 

go 

gourd 

sa 

salutation 

bm 

body mark, sore etc. 

gr 

grasshopper 

sh 

shrub 

bp 

body part 

h 

herb 

so 

song 



hb 

horse breed 



bs 

basket 

he 

horse colour 

t 

tree 

c 

crop 

hg 

horse gear 



ca 

canoe terms 

hu 

hunting equipment 

ti 

title 

cc 

chicken colour 

i 

insect 

tm 

temporal (adverbs) 

eh 

charm, amulet 

is 

Islam 

to 

tool 

CO 

colour 

k 

kinship 

tp 

tree part 

cr 

crustacean 

la 

landscape 

tr 

traditional religion 

d 

disease, sickness 

ma 

mammal 

tx 

textile 

da 

domestic animal 

me 

medicine 

V 

vine 

dc 

dance 

mi 

musical instrument 

VC 

vendors’ call 





w 

water (river etc.) 





wf 

warfare 



mn 

mineral 

wp 

weapon 

dk 

drink 

mo 

money 

wv 

weaving 

dr 

item of dress 



wt 

weather 





z 

zoological term 
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Nupe 

PoS 

C 

English 

Additional information 

A. 





a 

pron. 


They; them; 

Following combinations are 
made which express the 
emphatic:- atso, a be 'ti a nyi, 





a be 'ti taci a nyi, atso be 





egwa a nyi. 

a aa 

adv. 


No; 

the reduplicated form is 
frequently used, especially in 
expressing disapproval; 

a 

aux. 


Present Perfect Tense marker 


a 

adv. 


Negative marker 

always placed at the end of a 
sentence 

'a 

aux. 


Shall; will; should; would; 

a contraction of ga. 

a 

excl. 


Exclamation of surprise. 


a 

excl. 


Exclamation expressing the 
opposite of surprise. 


a 

excl. 


Exclamation expressing 
doubt. 


aba 

excl. 


Of course; just so; 

cf. aka. 

abada 

n. 


Eternal; everlasting;. 



adv. 


forever 


a be 'ti a nyi 

pron. 


They themselves; 

cf. a. 


phr. 




abeke... n 

conj. 


If; suppose, or supposing 

Following combinations are 




that; 

also used:- kabeke...na, wu 
ayike...na, wu abeke...na. 

abigi 

excl. 


Salutation given to a twin; 

cf. eba. 

a bo’za 

? 


it is the fault of 


acigiri 

n. 

wp 

Iron-shafted flat-bladed spear 
used by the Hausa 


aci 

conj. 


Thus; so; a word of assent; 

Also used in the following 





combinations:- aciga, aciga, 





ma, aciga tsa, aciga tsa ma, 





aci tsa, aci tsa ma. 

adamagi 

n. 


Trade flint-lock gun; 

cf. atakoji, bindiga. 

adan birigi 

n. 


Nickname for a kana 

also nda 'da birigi, or nda 




monkey 

adan birigi. Biri is the Hausa 
for monkey. 

Adidya 

n. 


Salutation for the rank Gara. 


adiko 

n. 

dr 

Handkerchief tied at each 
corner and hung on the 
shoulder. 


adimu 

a. 


Compulsory; 


adinkoro 

n. 

g 

Swamp grass, 

used for horse feed. 

adini 

n. 

is 

Religion 



a. 


religious 


aduwa 

n. 


Prayer. 



a. 


prayerful 



V. 


to pray 


aduwaci 

n. 

t 

Desert date 

The fruit is edible and gum is 
obtained from it. Balanites 




1 

aegyptiaca. < Hausa 
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adwani 

num. 


Seventy 


adzun 

n. 


Coming out 


adzun nyika 

n. 


Protruding teeth 


afa 

p.n. 

ti 

Islamic teacher, 

saluted as /ugaba. 

aface 

conj. 


Except 



prep. 


unless 


afata 

n. 

fr 

Cola nut type with many 
segments. 


afe 

conj. 


Except; unless; 

cf. aface. 

agaba 

n. 


Salutation for certain village 
chiefs; 

signifies ‘lion’. See zaki. 

agaba 

n. 


Salutation for the rank 
Tswanya. 


agana 

n. 

ad 

Horse disease 


agadawuci 

n. 

dr 

European style of trousers 


agaruma 




See angaruma which is more 
commonly used. 

agba 

n. 

wp 

field gun or cannon. 


agbati 

n. 


Salutation for the rank 

Legama. 


agbyadya 

n. 

c 

Cucumber, 

also agbiaja and gbiaja. 

agbyaja 

n. 


See agbiadia. 


agbori 



See angbori. 


agyaka 

n. 

m 

Large house rat. 

See etsu. 

agi ake aJIJI 

n. 

b 

Bird like a woodthrush, 
whose chirp is imitated to 
from its name, which means, 
"they eat and leave and lay 
aside." 


agyaku 

n. 

sa 

Salutation for the rank Lile; 

= ‘they eat and shake 
themselves’ 

Aguda 

p.n. 


French traders of the early 
period 


aguma 

n. 

sa 

Salutation for the ruler of 

Basa. 


aha aha 

excl. 


Exclamation of satisfaction. 


ajemi 

a. 


Foreign. 

< Hausa 

aji 

v.a. 


Do 

used in interrogative 
sentences; 

aka 

excl. 


Of course; just so; cf. aba. 


akangu 

n. 

cr 

Spiny mussel 

Etheria elliptica. Frequently 
used to scrape out the inside of 
pots. 

akika 

adv. 


Truly; verily; indeed 

cf. gajikiya. 

akika 

a. 


true 

cf. gajikiya. 

Akoko 

p.n. 

et 

Akoko people in Northern 
Ondo 


akowoji 

n. 

fg 

Drift-net operated from a 

Illustrated in Reed et al. (p. 




riverside platform 

151) 

akpara 

n. 


European rifle; cartridge; 


a kpe JI a 

adv.p. 


There is no telling; no one 

lit. no one knows beforehand. 


knows; 


2 
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aku 

n. 

b 

African grey parrot 

< Hausa? 

aku anku 

a. 


Perfectly true; 

cf. aci, akika, gajikiya. 

aku anku 

n. 


English checked matting. 


akutiagi 

n. 

wp 

Small trade flint-lock gun; 
also pistol or revolver. 


akwawu 

n. 


Local clerk; 

also applied to Africans 
dressed in European attire. 

al- 

aff. 


Arabic article. 

Some words follow al- with an 
epenthetic vowel, a, i, or u, to 
prevent a sequence of two 
consonants. Thus aliheri; 
alhaji becomes alahaji; and 
albasa alubasa. 

alada 

n. 


Custom; observance; manner; 
form; habit; 

cf. 313 !. 

alade 

n. 


Sunday. 

< Hausa 

alago 

n. 

tx 

Heavy white Croydon cloth. 


alahaji 

n. 


One who has performed the 
pilgrimage to Mecca 

cf. ala 3 i. 

alajibi 

a. 


Wonderful; astonishing; 
marvellous; 

cf. yeka. 

alali 

n. 

tx 

Local silk dyed red; 

cf. tsamia 

a lali 

a. 


Rightful: lawful; applied to 
possessions both of customs 
and property: 


alamani 

n. 


Way; trait; characteristic; 


alami 

n. 


Thursday. 

< Hausa 

alamo 

n. 


Idea; suspicion; 


alasangi 

n. 

g 

Swamp grass. 


ala 3 i 

n. 


One who has performed the 

whence applied as an a. white, 




pilgrimage to Mecca, and on 

to white animals; doko ala 3 i; 




that account dresses in white; 

cf. alahaji. 

albarika 

n. 


Blessing; 

cf. alubarika. < Arabic 

albaru also alubaru 

n. 

wp 

Gunpowder. 


aleki 

n. 


Sin; fault; offence; that which 
is wrong; 

cf. lefi. 

alewa 

n. 

fo 

Sweet made from melted 

<Arabic via Hausa 




sugar 


ali 

n. 


Habit; character; 

cf. eli. 

alifinti 

n. 

tx 

English drill cloth. 


align 

a. 

CO 

Green. 


aligariwo 

n. 

fo 

Sweet 

Originally made from honey 
and the fruit of the gugoro 





tree, but now usually from 
packaged sugar. 

aligeta 

n. 

mi 

Shawm used to lead the 
ensemble of trumpeters 
which play for the Etsu 

Nupe. 

<Arabic via Hausa 

aliheri alheri 

n. 


Kindness; goodness; 

cf. ceto. 

alijena 

n. 

is 

The Muslim heaven. 

<Arabic via Hausa 

alijenu 

n. 


Spirit or demon; 

cf. also under bata. 


3 
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alikafa alikaifa 

n. 

hg 

Stirrup; used idiomatically 
means prosperity; 


allkali 

n. 


Judge; 

the salutations for this office 
are, Kuliya, Guruza, 





Zhiakatara, Bilahaki, 





Magaawolo; cf. ebogaci. 

<Arabic via Hausa 

alikarara 

a. 

he 

Dappled grey (horse). 

cf. la ega JiJi. 

alikawoli 

n. 


Agreement; promise; 
contract; covenant; 


alikawoli 

a. 

he 

Jet black (horse); 


alikalami 

n. 


Pen; pencil; quill or reed; 
anything used for writing. 


alikiangi 

n. 

g 

Field grass, 

used for horse feed. 

alikimba 

n. 

dr 

Hooded cloak or cape. 


alikinla 

n. 

tx 

Blue and white striped cloth. 


alikiyioma 

a. 

is 

The Last Day. 


a liman gorozo 

alimasaki 

n. 

sa 

Salutation for the rank 

Kpotu. 


n. 

P 

Pauper; destitute person; 

cf. etsa. 

alisa 

n. 

wp 

Bullet; cartridge; 
ammunition; shot. 


alisawoli 

n. 

hg 

Halter rope. 


alijia 

a. 

he 

Cream coloured (horse). 


aliyara 

n. 

sa 

Salutation for the rank 

Sokiara. 


aloha 

n. 

d 

Plague 

cf. pamvugi. 

alubarika 

n. 


Blessings; thanks 

cf. salbarika. 

alubasa 

n. 

c 

Onion 

<Arabic via Hausa 

alubota 

n. 

tx 

Trade cloth. 


alufa 

p.n. 

ti 

Islamic teacher, 

See afa. 

alugbo 

excl. 

sa 

Salutation for the ranks 

Ndakotsu and Nnakotsu. 

Also arugbo 

alugusu 

n. 


Deceit 


alugusu 

V. 


to deceive. 


aluhuma 

n. 


Disciple; follower; 

cf. alumajari. 

alukama 

n. 


Wheat 

<Arabic via Hausa 

alukoranu 

n. 

is 

The Koran; 

cf. koranu. <Arabic via Hausa 

alukundi 

n. 


Medicine said to bring riches. 


aliimafiki 

n. 


Hypocrite; 

cf. manafiki. 

alumajari, alumazari 

n. 


Disciple; devotee; 

cf. aluhuma, eza zuma. 

alumakajl 

n. 


Scissors; shears 


alumuwozina 

n. 


Salutation for Ladan, the 
mosque crier. 

<Arabic 

aluwajl 

n. 


Boasting; bragging; 

cf. fari, baji. 

aluwo aluwo matuwo 

n. 


Salutation for the rank Sagi. 


aluzwalumi 

n. 


Fraud; v. to defraud; 

cf. azwalnmi. 

ama 

conj. 


But. 

<Hausa 

amali 

n. 

sa 

Salutation for the ranks 

Ndaeji, Tsaduko, 

Tswankwa, Dokodza: 


amali 

a. 


big, as applied to male 

doko amali, a big horse. 


4 
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animals 


amana 

n. 


Forced levy; an unlawful 
exaction; 


amawoli 

n. 

dr 

Veil 

part of the turban worn over 
the mouth and hanging down 
over the chest. 

amadigi 

n. 

i 

Caterpillar covered with 
poisonous hairs. 


ami 

excl. 


Amen. 


aminci 

n. 


Friendship; confidence; 

cf. da 'ya. 

amila 

n. 

wp 

Sword belt. 


amiisa 

a. 

is 

Forbidden; meat not killed in 
accordance with Moslem 
law. 


ana 

a. 


This; 

cf. nana. 

anabi 

n. 

is 

Prophet. 


anasara 

n. 


Christian 


anajewa najewa 

n. 


Play; amusement; sport; v. ji 
anajewa, to play; a. playful; 
merry; senseless; 

cf. raha. 

anemu 

n. 


Salutation for the office 

Nayemi. 


anfani 

n. 


Profit; advantage; use; 
benefit; 

<Hausa 

angale 

n. 

mi 

Drum ensemble originally 

The leader plays a set of four 




deriving from Lokoja. 

cylindrical gale drums 
arranged on the ground in a 
semi-circle. 

angaruma 

n. 

hb 

Breed of very tall horses; war 
horse. 


angbori angori 

n. 


Small clasp knife. 


am' 

adv. 


Already; 

when used after a verb it forms 
the perfect tense; 

aninga 

adv. 


Thus; so; 

cf. aci. 

anini 

n. 


Old coin representing a tenth 

Disappeared from use in the 




of a penny. 

1960s but still symbolising a 
small sum of money. 

aniya 

n. 


Intention; desire; mind; 
purpose; diligence; zeal; 


ankaka 

n. 

bd 

Long tubular beads. 


ankii 



See aku. 


antele 

n. 

tx 

Silk or satin cloth. 


aniiri 

n. 


Vision; insight; 
enlightenment; 


anyici 

n. 


Slander; defamation; 

cf. ajlada. 

anzari 

n. 


Keenness; 

cf. yewon. 

araara 

n. 

da 

Large Bomo ram. 


aradii 



See radi, sokogba. 


aramii 

n. 


That which is unlawful; that 
which is unjust; 


arata 

num. 


Fifty. 


araji 

a. 

he 

Bay (horse). 



5 
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arewa 

n. 


North. 


arida 

n. 

t 

Tree whose fruit is used for 
medicine. 

or ayida 

arigi 

n. 


Hunger; 

a word rarely used; cf. mada. 

aro 

n. 


Loan; used with the verb ji it 
signifies to borrow or to lend; 


arodi 

n. 


Bottled perfume; 

cf. aruwodi, turare, atujian. 

arola 

n. 

is 

Muslim ceremonial ablutions 
which precede prayer. 


arugbe 

n. 

dc 

Rhythm played on a drum to 
praise the enyamaci 





magicians. 


aruku 

n. 


Medicine generally; 

(rare) cf. cigbe. 

aruku 

n. 


Hulk; 

cf. eyati kolu. 

aruku 

n. 


Sneak. 


aruji 

excl. 

sa 

Salutation to a man 
undergoing marriage 





ceremonies 


aruwodi 

n. 


Bottled perfume; 

cf. arodi. 

arwatwa 

a. 


Fat 


asa 

excl. 


Exclamation of surprise. 


asabaru 

n. 

b 

Parrot 

< Hausa 

asadi 

n. 

wp 

Extra long-barrelled gun; 

cf. bindiga. 

asalatu 

n. 

is 

Repetition of the rosary. 


asara 

n. 


Loss; misfortune; adversity. 


asali 

n, 


Origin: beginning; 

cf. mafari. 

asamu 

n. 


Poison administered 
internally. 


asango 

n. 

sa 

Salutation for the rank Sagi. 


ase 

excl. 


Exclamation of surprise. 

See asa. 

asibi 

n. 


Saturday. 

or ajlbi 

asike 

n. 


Light; brightness; reflection; 
v. jin asike, shine, glitter; 
reflect; 

cf. bayetin. 

asiri ajiri 

n. 


Secret; adv. secretly; a. 
secret; 


asiri 

a. 


Wonderful; astonishing; 

cf. alajibi, yeka. 

asiiba 

n. 


Dawn; 


aje 

excl. 


Exclamation of surprise. 

See asa. 

afia 

excl. 


Exclamation of surprise. 

See asa. 

ajlada 

n. 


Slander; v. jin ajiada, to 
slander; 

cf. anyici. 

ajia#mu 

n. 


Powerful solvent which 
destroys the teeth. 


atama tama 

n. 


Hope; expectation; v. jin 
tama, to hope; to expect; 

cf. tuye. 

atara 

n. 


Cola nut type 


atarubu 

n. 

c 

Large chili pepper, less hot 
than the small type. 

< Hausa 

ataura 

n. 


The Mosaic low; ordinance; 
the Pentateuch. 


atazari 

n. 

P 

Very wealthy person; 

cf. ewodeci. 


6 
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ata... a 

conj. 


Not even; 


atakoji 

n. 

wp 

Trade flint-lock gun; 

cf. adamagi, bindiga. 

ateni 

n. 


Monday. 


ati 

n. 

tr 

Divination in the sand; 

cf. sa. 

atso 

pron. 


Themselves; 

cf. a. 

atu 

n. 

d 

Dysentery; 


atujian 

n. 


Bottled perfume; 

cf. arodi, turare. 

awa 

adv. 


No; 

strong negative most 
commonly used equivocally 
signifying a strong assent, as 
won’t I? 

awuka 

a. 


Mad; raving mad; 

cf. dzuyila. 

aya 

n. 


Verse in prose. 


ayi 

excl. 


Well! 


ayibi 

n. 


False charge or accusation; v. 
Ji ayibi, to accuse falsely, to 
bring a false charge against; 

cf. dabotu. 

ayida 

n. 

t 

Tree whose fruit is used for 
medicine. 

or arida 

ayila 

n. 


Menstrual flow: v. jin ayila, 
to menstruate; 

cf. Jika. 

ayio 

excl. 


Exclamation of delight. 


azaba 

n. 


Pain; suffering; torment; v. 
jin azaba, to suffer; 

cf. wala. 

azafari 

n. 


First Muslim prayer after 





noon. 


azarufa 

n. 


Silver. 


aziki 

n. 


Prosperity; 


azubi 

n. 

mt 

Palm leaf mat woven in fancy 
designs. 


azu azumi 

n. 

is 

Ramadan fasting 


azwalnmi 

n. 


Fraud; double-dealing: v. jin 
azwalumi, to defraud; 

cf. aluzwalumi, zwalunci. 

a 

excl. 


What! 


a 

adv. 


Yes 



B. 




ba 

V. 

To be sour; to be acid. 


ba 

V. 

To be diligent; industrious; 




zealous; 


ba 

V. 

To swing; sway; wag; 

cf. da. 

ba 

V. 

To cut; to hack; 

cf. ka, sa. 

ba giye 

V.p. 

To weep 


ba’won ta’za 

V.p. 

To tell a lie about someone 

lit. ‘to cut a lie on a man 

ba 

V. 

To please; 

cf. mafi. 

ba 

V. 

To stir, while adding flour to 

cf. 3m. 



soup; 


ba 

V. 

To stalk; walk slowly; 

cf. bada. 

ba 

V. 

To cause; to make; 


ba 

V. 

To press against; 

lit. pressed against one 
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another. 

ba 

V. 


To beg; 


ba 

V. 


To count; to number; 


ba n gajl re 

V.p. 


Bowl with a concave or 

lit. ‘help me entertain my 




hollow bottom; 

guest’. 

'ba 

n. 


Place; position; room; way; 
lit. has room;. 

cf. eba 

ba 

n. 


Defamation: 

v. jin ba, to defame; cf. 

ajiada. 

ba 

adv. 


Indeed; used only to 
emphasise a negative 
sentence; 

cf. nayi. 

baazubi 

n. 

hb 

Asben horse. 

<Hausa 

baba 

n. 

w 

River hank eroded by water 
that may fall at any time 


baba 

n. 

k 

Father; 

cf. nda. 

babagi 

n. 


Dependent; 


babamumu 

n. 

sa 

Salutation for the chief of 

Mulia. 


babarankaji 

n. 

sa 

Salutation for the rank 

Nakoji. 


babari 

n. 


Lump or block indigo. 


babo 

adv. 


Her; sometimes contracted to 


babo 

adv. 


Where; whence; 


babo 

n. 

go 

Bottle-gourd 

Lagenaria siceraria. Used for 


carrying liquids; also the name 
of bottle-gourd rattles, both 
those with external networks 
of beads and those filled with 
stones and plugged at the 
mouth. 


baboroci 

n. 

t 

Tree species. 

lsoberlinia doka. 

bad 

n. 

t 

Tree species. 


bad 

num. 


Second 


bada 

n. 


Formal visit of condolence; 

cf. daba. 

bada 

V. 


To stalk; to walk slowly; to 
move stealthily; 

cf. mada. 

bada 

n. 

la 

Bog; morass; quicksand; 

badabadayi 



See bagabagayi. 


badada 

a. 


Large; 

cf. bididi, woncinko. 

badadakoyi 

adv. 


Exceedingly; very (large); 

also; badakoyi or badako 
badakoyi. 

Badeko 

n. 

ti 

Rank conferred by the Etsu 

The salutation is Jin ’nya na 
ba 'o na, lit. do as you please. 

badufu 

badu 

n. 

eh 

Occult medicine, 

e.g. rendering a person 
invisible; cf. cigbe ba3iko, 
tsumpa. 

n. 

bp 

Prepuce. 


baduwa 

n. 

is 

Type of prayer 


bafe 

V. 


To be cold 

cf. da’fe, fuyeko, lofe. 

ball 

V. 

t 

Tree species very fibrous. 


baga 

adv. 


There; yonder; 

lit. that place. 
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bagabagayi 

adv. 


Everywhere; 

cf. patapatayi, dzagadzagayi. 

Bagba 

p.n. 

ti 

Rank held by the chief 
woodcarver 

the salutation is Dombaji. 

bagi 

n. 


Man. 


bagi 

V. 


To ear; to be in cob; 

used only of maize; 

Bagadoji 

excl. 

sa 

Salutation given to the Etsu 

lit. a man above others. 

bagu 

n. 


Equal; 

cf. yezu. 

bagubagu 

n. 

bp 

Member of the body; a joint; 

cf. kpankoro. 

bagwa 

V. 


To be close-fisted; to be 
stingy; 

cf. tanyabo. 

bagwa 

V. 


To carry for; to relieve; lit. to 
relieve the hand; 

cf. da. 

bagwa 

V. 


To entrust to; to place in 
charge of; 


baje 

n. 

t 

Tree species 

of very tough wood. 

baje 

n. 

yc 

Yam cultivar. 


bajia 

n. 


Wrestle: 

as in to bajia, to wrestle. 

baka 

n. 

ti 

Rank among the dancers 

of a dance, the salutation for 
which is, Enagban or 

Nagban. 

baka 



See baraka. 


baka 

n. 

wp 

Loop-handled dagger; 


baka 

n. 

ap 

Single long feather of the 
standard-wing night-jar. 


baka 

a. 


Sour; 

cf. ba. 

bakanta 

n. 


Prostitute; pimp; 

cf. bamvogi. 

bake 

n. 


Meeting or gathering 
together; 

cf. keba. 

bakisoro 

n. 

ti 

Rank among women, 

the salutation for which is 

Giwamata. 

bakiwuya 

n. 


Large thatching needle. 


bakombagi 

n. 


Twins; 

cf. eba. 

bale 

V. 


To reproach; to taunt; to twit; 

cf. lami. 

bamba 

n. 


Thud. 


bambanyi 

adv. 


Heavily; 

cf. banyi, tintinyi. 

bambanyi 

adv. 


Well filled; 

cf. danyi, belenyi. 

bambara 

n. 

fo 

Fried cake containing 

Bambara nut flour 


bambe...nyi 

prep. 


Apart from; without; besides; 





moreover; 


bambuyi 

adv. 


Well filled; 

cf. bambanyi. 

bamvaga 

a. 


Sharp (as a knife); 


banabanagi 

n. 

f 

Fish species 


bana 

a. 


Destruction; mischief; evil; 

v. jin bana, to be destructive. 

bana 

a. 


Senseless: ridiculous; 

cf. felanla; barara. 

banagun 

n. 


Heat; smallpox; 


band 

n. 


Stirring stick for porridge. 

See jebanci. 

bandako 

a. 


Large;, 


bandakoyi 

adv. 


very; exceedingly (large); 


band! 

n. 

dr 

Sandal with a heel strap; 

cf. eda. 

bando 

pron. 


Whether; 


bandorogi 

n. 

f 

Fish species 
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banfyagi 

n. 

c 

Yam cultivar. 


banga 

n. 

dk 

Drink made from guinea-corn 
flour; 

the hawkers' call for which is 
?? 

bangabanga 

adv. 


Well filled; 

cf. bambanyi. 

bangi 

n. 

bp 

Rib. 


bangi 

n. 

g 

Tall grass found in the bush. 

Used for roofing and its chaff 


is mixed with mud for 
building. It has yellow flowers 
in October/ November 


bankoro 

n. 

fr 

Fruit of the bamboo palm. 


bankoyi 

adv. 


Well filled; 

cf. bambanyi. 

bankuru laci 

n. 

b 

Bird species 


banta 

n. 


Triplets. 


banta 

n. 

mi 

Yoruba drum. 

< Yoruba bata 

bantara 

n. 

f 

Fish species. 


banti 

adv. 


Very (large); 

cf. gbagba. 

banya 

V. 


To like; to be fond of (nice) 
things; 


banya 

V. 


To sway; 

cf. ba, da. 

banya boci 

excl. 

sa 

Salutation for the rank 

Somagani. 


banyi 

adv. 


Very much, 

qualifying the verb to dribble; 

banyi 

adv. 


Hard; heavily 

cf. bambanyi. 

banyi 

adv. 


Quickly; 

cf. vanyi. 

banyi 

adv. 


Well filled; completely; 

cf. bambanyi, rabanyi. 

banza 

a. 


Vain; useless; worthless; adv. 
free, in the sense of for 
nothing; gratuitously; 


bapagi 

a. 


Thin; lean fleshed; 


bara(ye) 

a. 


Straight; 

used to describe European 


style of trousers, also used to 
describe a woman with very 
small breasts; adv. baranyi. 


bara 

n. 

P 

Begging; a retainer; a v. jin bara, to beg. 

follower; 

bara 

a. 


Boundless; of great size; 

bara 

a. 


Great quantity; used only in 
connection with cooked food; 

barabarayi 

adv. 


Loudly; fiercely; 

baraka 

n. 

m 

Waterbuck. 

baraka 



See alikinla. 

barama 

n. 


Dodging; skulking; cf. mabara. 

baranda 

n. 


Trader; a middleman; cf. dilali. 

barangia 

n. 

tx 

Strong white European cloth. 

barara 

a. 


Senseless; nonsensical; cf. 

bana. 

barasa 

n. 


Trade gin or rum; whiskey; 

barawa 

a. 


Smooth faced; only used of human beings and 




calabashes; 

barite 

n. 

tx 

Red and white striped cloth. 

ba...re 

V. 


To help; to aid; 

bari 

n. 

tx 

Measurement of cloth, 


10 



R.M. Blench Draft Nupe Dictionary: Main text 


Nupe 

PoS 

C 

English 

Additional information 




roughly two yards. 


barika 



See alubarika. 


barima 

n. 


Accident; misfortune; 

cf. asara. 

baru 

excl. 

sa 

Salutation for the ranks 

Lefiti, Buka. 


baru 

n. 


Pretence; simulation: v. to 
pretend; to feign; 

cf. cika. 

basa 

a. 

go 

Small calabash from Basa 
country. 


basa 

n. 

fo 

Kind of sauce. 


basaku 

n. 


Empty threat; 

cf. nabasaku. 

basasa 

excl. 


Exclamation of delight. 


basanta 

n. 

fo 

Roasted meat on skewers 
sold in the market. 


bata 

n. 


Originally a small skin box 

but now applied to small tins, 




used for perfume or tobacco, 

chip or paper boxes; cf. 

kpanu. 

bata 

n. 

la 

Swamp; marsh; 

cf. ebgogi, nyasunsun. 

batako 

n. 

pd 

Agate and cornelian stones 
used in a woman's necklace; 


batarama 

a. 


Nonsensical; absurd; 

cf. barara. 

bata 

V. 


To forget. 


bata 

n. 


Sickness; disease; illness. 

cf. giinci. 

batetegi 

n. 


Stick or a piece of grass 
shaken by the current. 


bat! 



See ebati. 


ba...tsa 

V. 


To amuse. 

See ba 

batso3i 

adv. 


Yonder; over there; 


batu 

V. 


To cause to cease for the 
present; to cut short;. 

cf. kpe giklni 

ba...tu 

V. 


To exceed; 

cf. ba. 

bauta 

n. 


Trouble; 

cf. wala. 

bavu 

V. 


To be fond of flesh; 


bawonbawogi 

n. 

b 

Yellow wagtail; 

cf. tsawontsawogi. 

bawugi 

a. 


Wide; 


baye 

V. 


To wink; to blink the eyes. 

cf. bzubaye, beye. 

bayedzu 

n. 


Bullying; a scaring; a 
frightening; a browbeating; 


bayeko 

n. 


Dampness. 


bayekogi 

n. 

i 

Small grey parasite; louse. 


bayele 

n. 


Mirror; glass; gunsight; 


bayej'f 

V. 


To think, i.e. to expect; 

cf. kpaye. 

bayeti 

n. 


Light; daylight; dawn. 


bayidza 

n. 

yc 

Yam cultivar. 


bayiwo 

n. 

k 

Woman's parents-in-law; 


baza 

V. 


To converse; to chat; 

cf. gaga. 

bajiko 

n. 


Darkness; blackness. 


ba3i 

ba 

n. 


Swearing; a pledging; a 
boasting; 

cf. aluwaji. 

V. 


To shine; to reflect; always 
compounded with 


ba 

V. 


To hoe; 

applied to the second hoeing 
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ba 




after the crops are up. 

V. 


To wag; to wave; to cast (the 
eyes) around; to wriggle; 



ba 

ba 

V. 


To be indented; to be 
crumpled; to be broken; to 
sag; 


V. 


To sprain; to rick; 

cf. ye. 

ba 

V. 


To hang;suspend; 


baba 

n. 

w 

Steep hank of a river or pit. 


babako 

n. 

la 

Cliff; 

cf. cinla. 

bada bayici 

prep. 


After (this time); 

cf. harafi. 

baki 

V. 


Letter of the alphabet, or a 
word; 


balaga 

bambafu 

n. 


Growth; maturing; filling out; 
puberty; 

v. jin balaga, to mature. 

n. 


Swarm; a mob; a noisy 
crowd; a hive; 



bampaci 

n. 


Town gate-keeper. 

cf. nyacidaci. 

bamvogi 

n. 


Lover of finery; further, an 
immoral person; hence a 
prostitute; but applied to 
either sex; 



bana 



See ba. 


bangi 



See eba. 


bango 

n. 


Skeleton; book cover; 


barewagi 

n. 

m 

Thomson's and Senegalese 
Gazelle; 


barije 

barimaji 

a. 


Saddleless; barebacked; 
further, alert; punctual; 

See alikimba. 


barije 

n. 

ti 

Rank among warriors, 

the salutation for which is, 

Kasuwan kura. 

bati 

n. 


Verse in poetry. 


batu 

V. 


To exceed; to be over; 


bature 

n. 

tx 

European wool or yam, all 
colours. 


bayici 



See bada bayici. 

cf. 3eba. 

ba3e 

n. 


Changing; a conversion; an 
alteration; hence repentance; 


bikini 

a. 


Great; mighty; powerful; 

cf. woncinko. 

bikini 

n. 

da 

Mature bull 

< Hausa bijimi ? 

be 

V. 


To come; to result; 


be 

V. 


To add to; 


be 

adv. 


Again; 


be 

V. 


To stare; 

cf. la, beye. 

be 

V. 


To blow; to play; to sound a 
wind instrument. 


be 

V. 


To resemble; 


be 

V. 


To fart. 


be 

V. 


To spread or stretch apart; 

cf. ga. 

beci 



See bayici. 


beci 

n. 

t 

Tree species. 
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bedaibo 

n. 

fr 

Pineapple 

< Yoruba. cf. diadiagu, 
kpacigbe, tiro nukpa. 

bedzo 

num. 


First. 


beka 

V. 


To smell sweet; 

cf. eka. 

beke...na 

adv. 


Possibly; 


beko 

n. 

bp 

Swelling breasts of a young 
girl. 


bekogi 

n. 

fr 

Small stubby banana. 


bele 

V. 


To yield; to submit to; to 
stretch as rubber 


bele 

conj. 


Particle implying comparison 


bele 

a. 


do, 

Only; alone; 

cf. kalo. 

bele 

n. 

ti 

Rank among the upper 

Kyadya 

Salutation is Gbaku boci. 

belenyi 

adv. 


Very much; tremendously; 

cf. liajianyi. 

bembelegi 

n. 

P 

Promiscuous man or woman, 
worse than bamvogi; 

cf. Jiankaragi. 

benai 

adv. 


Some time ago; 

cf. magi. 

bente 

n. 

dr 

Apron; loincloth. 

<Hausa 

Benu 

p.n. 

et 

Nupe sub-tribe 


benu 

P- n - 

ti 

Rank among native princes, 

the salutation for which is 

Dawudu , or Kigudu. 

benyi be...nyi 

prep. 


With; from; by; 

adv. be aciga nyi, moreover. 

be...re 

V. 


To do (a thing) in addition to 
(something else); 


be...re 

aux. 


Only used with a negative 
and in an ironical sense. It 
implies the opposite of the 
statement made; 


bere 

n. 


Throat; voice; 

lit. a thorn in the throat; 

berebere 

adv. 


Distinctly; plainly; clearly. 

cf. maraba, karayi. 

berenyi 

excl. 


Welcome! used elliptically: 
adv. gently; carefully; 


beje 

n. 

fo 

Squash or pumpkin quartered 
and cooked; 

cf. ebe. 

bejl 

adv. 


Really; 

cf. Jikpa. 

bey a 

V. 


To overflow; 


beye 

V. 


To terrify; to brow beat; to 
bully; 

cf. dzubaye. 

beyigi 

n. 

c 

White, straight headed 
guinea-corn cultivar classed 
under kuyi. 


bi 

V. 


To crumble; to crush; 


bi 



Reduplicating prefix for 
verbs with initial ba, ba, be, 

bi, bo. 


bi 

V. 


Ugly; 

cf. bili, biye. 

biabia 

n. 


Albino. 


biabiandundungi 

biabiandurugi 

n. 

da 

Ram; 

Salutation for Nagia. 

cf. busuru. 

biandia 

n. 

sa 
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biawukoyi 

adv. 


Very (large), denoting area; 

cf. bawunyi. 

bibagi koro 

n. 


Valuable stone worn in a 
necklace. 


bibagi namfa 

n. 

mi 

Local bagpipes (Banfield) 

Not confirmed 

bibigi 

n. 


Toy windmill made by 
children from a stick and 
folded leaf 


bibinyi 

n. 


Beat or throb of the heart; 


bibiri 

n. 


Grass ash. 


bibo 



See babo. 


bibolugwa 

n. 


Saving; 

cf. bo. 

biborwa 

n. 

s 

Amphisbaenid snake 


bid 

V. 


To run; flee; abscond. 


bid 

n. 

bp 

Foot; leg; 

cf. egba. 

bidci 

n. 


Stumbling 


bid eni 

adv. 


At once; immediately; 

cf. zuni, gbogiani. 

bicita 

n. 

bp 

Foot; prep, before; at the foot 
of; 


bida 

n. 

wv 

Iron spike used as a locking 
lever by weavers. 


Bida 

p.n. 

ti 

Chief of the Bini tribe; 

the salutations are Cagba, 
Dombaji, La kura df '3!. 

bidi 

n. 

he 

Black and white dappled 
(horse). 

cf. wocinko, badada. 

bididi 

adv. 


Very (large); also bididiko; 

bidinga 



See bidinga 


bidzobidzo 

n. 

bp 

Brain 


bifo 

V. 


To be weak; 

cf. da. 

bigu 

n. 

bp 

Rectum. 


biki 

n. 


Desire; 

cf. aniya. 

biki 

n. 

tr 

Traditional funeral feast for 
the dead; 

cf. wolima. 

biku 

p.n. 


Name given to the child of a 
woman who is unable to rear 
children - all die; 


biku 

n. 

bm 

Nupe tribal mark. 


bikungi 

n. 

da 

Female goat; 

cf. wuriagi. 

bilahaki 

n. 

sa 

Salutation for a judge; 

cf. alikali. 

bilala bulala 

n. 


Whip; 


bili 

V. 


To be of a bad or ugly 
character; 

cf. bi. 

bimbiri 

a. 


Raw. 


binaku 

n. 

mi 

Transverse clarinet made of a 

played by young men after the 




guinea-corn intemode, 

harvest 

binaku 

n. 


Base, mean act; a dirty trick; 


bind! 

n. 

mi 

Drum made from a very large 
gourd (kondo). 

cf. adamagi, akpara, 

bindiga 

n. 

wp 

Fire-arm of any description; 

akutiagi, atakoji, asadi. 

cakafura. 

bindigako 

n. 

an 

Very large, black, evil 



smelling ant. 
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bingi 

n. 

i 

Sandfly. 


bingi 

n. 

go 

Small bottle-gourd. 


bin! 

n. 

i 

Sweat-fly. Tiny wild bee and 
the honey it makes. 


bin! 

n. 

bp 

Eyelash. 


bin! 

n. 

bp 

Loose joint - elbow or knee; 


bini 

n. 

et 

Nupe sub-tribe. 


bini 

n. 


Child presented feet first at 
birth. 


bipa 

a. 


Hot, applied to liquids; 

cf. yipa. 

biribiri 

adv. 


Giddily; dizzily; 


biribiri 

adv. 


Dimly; 


biriki 

n. 


Brake (cycle or car) 

< English via Hausa 

bisa 

n. 

mi 

Raft-zither made a grass with 
the epidermis lifted to make 
the strings. Described in 

Nadel (1936a) 


bisa 

n. 

g 

Coarse swamp grass, 
formerly sold and used as 
tapers. Used to make zana 
mats. Cymbopogon 
giganteus. 


bisa 

adv. 


Truly; 

cf. akika. 

bisabi 

n. 

g 

Forest grass 

used for horse feed. 

bisagi 

n. 

f 

Fish species. 


bi/e 

n. 

da 

Fowl. 


bi/e 'ba Soko 



See ladan. 


bi/egi nuwa 

n. 

b 

Black moorhen. 


bi/egi gonta 

n. 

b 

Prairie hen; 


bi/egi lati 

n. 

b 

See bi/egi gonta. 


bi/egi nya nda duma 

n. 

b 

See bi/egi nuwa. 


bi/egi pati 

n. 

b 

See bi/egi gonta. 


bi/i 

n. 


Salutation for the rank Nagia. 


bi/i 



See beji. 


bita 

V. 


To ruminate; to chew the 
cud. 


bita 

n. 

wp 

Notched end of an arrow; 

cf. ekpabitagi. 

biti 

n. 

wp 

Shaip pointed dagger; 


biye 

V. 


To be ugly (in features); 

cf. bi. 

biye 

n. 

bp 

Buttocks; stock; base; 
bottom; substance; root 
meaning; cf. gboko. 


biyegi 

n. 

tp 

Stalk (of a leaf or fruit). 


biyeka 

n. 

bp 

Bare buttocks. 


biye lako 

n. 

bp 

Anus. 


bo 

V. 


To graze (the skin); to pick (a 
bone); 


bo 



Place; 

used with the following verbs 

ci, da, gi, fi, Ji, ta, p 

bo 

V. 


To be tired; weary; 
exhausted; fatigued; 

cf. gban. 

bo 

V. 


To be under-cooked; under- 
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done; 


bo 

V. 


To save; 

but always compounded with 
either fo, ya, lugwa, or J 1 JT; 

bo 

V. 


To kneed; to make, as 
porridge; 


bo 

V. 


To become pulped; 


bo 

V. 


To seize by force; to 
confiscate; 

always used with enya a thing; 

bo 



Interrogative particle, placed 
at the end of a question; 


bobo 

V. 


Bother; worry; trouble; 

cf. gasu. 

bobogi 

n. 

f 

Fish species 


bobogi 

a. 


Wide (as a leaf); 


bobongi 

a. 


Tender(as opposed to 
tough); 


bobonyi 

adv. 


Very (white); 

cf. bonyi. 

bobonyi 

n. 


Smacking sound; 


boci 

n. 


Doctor; a medicine man; 
Salutation for all mallams. 

cf. bonyi. 

boda 

n. 


Charge; complaint; 
accusation; 

cf. ebo, dabo. 

bodabodanyi 

adv. 


Very (large); 

cf. gbagba. 

bodi 

a. 


Cryptic; hidden; reverse 
(side); inside out; 


bodo 

n. 

t 

Tree species found in the 
forest. 


bodobagi 

n. 

sh 

Small shrub used for 
medicinal purposes. 


bodongi 

a. 


Tender (immature); 


bodzo 

n. 

fo 

Porridge cooked before the 
sauce is made. 


bodzwagi 

n. 

t 

Tree with very large leaves. 


bo...fo 



See bo. 


boga 

n. 


Verdict; the judgement; 
decision; sentence; 

cf. ebo, gabo. 

bogangi 

a. 


Small; 

cf. wawagi. 

bogi 

V. 


To pluck maize before 
maturity; 

cf. bo. 

bo gi n lele n ci 

n. 


Lazy person; 

lit. eat and sleep; cf. kafunci. 

bo 'je n gi 



See ebo. 


boki 

a. 


Under-cooked; dull; 
unintelligent; clumsy; 


boko 

n. 


Gossip; 

cf. kobo. 

bokoci 

n. 

t 

Tree species. 


bokpayi 

adv. 

CO 

Very (white); 

cf. bobonyi. 

boku 

n. 

bp 

Heel. 


boku 

a. 

CO 

White; 


boku 3 i 

n. 


Salutation given to Wunko3i. 


bola 

n. 

f 

Silver catfish. 

Bagrus bayad 

bola 

n. 


Sin; fault; offence; 

cf. aleki, labo, lefi. 

bola 

n. 


Weakness; feebleness; 

cf. labo. 

boli 

n. 

bf 

Urine; 

cf. vidini. 


16 



R.M. Blench Draft Nupe Dictionary: Main text 


Nupe 

PoS 

C 

English 

Additional information 

bolo 

a. 


Smooth;, 


bolo 

a. 


Beautiful; nice; fine; pretty. 


bolo 

n. 


Beauty; prettiness; 

cf. esa. 

bolobolo 

n. 


Imaginary sickness; 


boloboloyi 

adv. 


very (smooth). 


bo lugwa 



See bo. 


bo 'lu le 'ba 

boma 

n. 


Salutation for a woodcarver; 

lit. seize the birds’ sleeping 
place. 

n. 


Grass com sack or bag. 


bomafa 

n. 


Enamel pudding dish. 


bomaji 

excl. 


No wonder! It is not 





surprising. 


bombo 

adv. 


Describes something viscous 
like the admixture of water to 
porridge 


bombonyi 

adv. 

CO 

Very (white); 

cf. bonyi. 

bomi 

V. 


To degrade; to depose; 


bomi 

V. 


To curse. 


bonda 

a. 

CO 

Reddish like animal fur 


bondabondayi 

adv. 


Very (large). 


bondo 

n. 

fo 

Food prepared from crushed 





corn. 


bondzuriigi 

n. 

yc 

Yam cultivar. 


bondzwagi 

n. 

g 

Grass 

whose fibre is used to make 
kpetia trays 

bongi 

a. 


Tender; cf. bodongi. 


bongi 

n. 

c 

Loofah. 


bongo 



See bango. 


boni 

n. 


Trouble; 

cf. wala. 

bonu 

n. 

V 

Vine species. 

See ebo. 

bonya 

V. 


To seize. 

See bo. 

bonyi 

adv. 


Very (white); 

cf. bombonyi. 

bony! 

adv. 


Very (white); 

cf. bobonyi. 

bonyi 

n. 


Smacking sound; 

cf. bobonyi. 

bori 

n. 

dc 

Ecstatic cult dance of the 

Nowadays uncommon in 




Hausa. 

Nupeland 

boro 

n. 

i 

Locust. 


boro 

a. 


Empty; 


borofo 

n. 


Any knife with a single 
cutting edge. 


borogo 

n. 


Blanket. 


borogogi 

n. 

g 

Field grass 

used for horse feed. 

Bororo 

p.n. 

et 

Nomadic Fulani 


borowa 

n. 

d 

Disease marked by extreme 
swelling of the abdomen. 


Boruwa 

n. 

ti 

Rank among the Etsu's 
personal attendants, the 
salutations for which are 

dako, dakondawa. 


boruwa 

n. 


Hard grain of rice that will 
not soften in cooking. 


bo/e 

V. 


To cook; to keep house; 
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bofi 

n. 


Cheating; unlawful gain; 


boJIJi 



See bo. 


bota 

n. 

g 

Grass used to make 
contraceptive medicine 


botebotenyi 

a. 


Nonsensical; foolish (talk); 

cf. batarama. 

botida 

V. 


To hold in subjection; to rule 
despotically; 


botso 

n. 


Owner; 

cf. nyantso. 

bowokpa 

n. 

VC 

Hawkers' cry for labowo, 
cooked porridge. 


bo ya 



See bo. 


boye 

V. 


To be dull; heavy; slow; 
sleepy eyed; 

the opposite to wonye. 

boye 

n. 


Love; 

cf. cincin. 

boye 

n. 


To be too much for; 

cf. za, gaga. 

boyedin 

n. 


Meanness; closeness; 
miserliness; 

cf. dinboye, tanyabo. 

boyefa 

n. 


Covetousness; 

cf. faboye, kodari. 

boyeka 

a. 


Marvellous; wonderful; 
astonishing; 

cf. yeka, alajibi. 

bu 

V. 


To invoke evil upon; 

cf. bukuti. 

bu- 

aff. 


Initial reduplication prefix 
used with the verbs bo, bu, 

bwo. 


bubunyi 

adv. 


Bubbling sound caused by 
water entering a bottle held 
under water. 


bubworwo 

n. 

i 

Earthworm; 

cf. kinlogi. 

bubworwo 

n. 

wv 

Straight iron rod used by 





weavers; 


buca 

n. 


Private work; business or job; 

as distinct from fako, 

budabudanyi 



See bagabaganyi. 


budanyi 



See botebotenyi. 


bude 

n. 


Name given to mallams of 
very little learning. 


budegi 

n. 

g 

Field grass, used for horse 
feed. 


buduyi 

adv. 


Very (big); 


buga 

a. 


Wide; 


buga(na) 

n. 

g 

Grass used to make zana 

mats 

cf. tsara. 

buguyi 

adv. 


Quickly; hurriedly; 

cf. parayi. 

Buka 

n. 

ti 

Rank among the Kyadya, 

the salutations for which are. 

Baru, Fatuye. 

bukata 

n. 


Business; work; 

cf. sa’gali. 

bukia 

n. 


Hunchback; tumour on the 
back. 


bukuti 

n. 


To invoke evil upon 


bula 

n. 


Cheap gown unembroidered. 


bulala 

n. 


Whip; 

cf. bilala. 

bulia 

n. 


Grey chalky clay. 


bumbum 

n. 

mi 

Drumming by women on an 
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bumbunuku bumburuku 



upturned calabash at 
weddings. 


a. 


Solid; sealed; compact; 


bunu 

n. 

tp 

Tree sap. 


bunii 

n. 

tx 

Dark blue cloth worn by 





women. 


bunyi 

adv. 


Quickly; 

as a fire springing up when 
fanned; 

bureedi 

n. 

fo 

Bread 

< English via Flausa 

buro 

n. 

f 

Fish species; 

cf. egu. 

buru 

n. 

po 

Water pot with a very wide 
mouth and short neck. 


buru 

a. 


Round; spherical. 

Following are some of the 
combinations:- buruburugi, 
burugi, burugi burugi: adv. 
buruburuyi, buruyi. 

buruga 

n. 


Stick with crossed blades 
used for twirling in milk to 
turn it into yoghurt 


burugami 

n. 

hg 

Nose bag for animals. 


buruyi 

adv. 


Very long (as a garment); 


buruzagi 

n. 

dk 

Local spiced beer. 

cf. kafo. < Flausa 

busa 

n. 

mi 

Transverse horn made from 
antelope horn; 


busu 

n. 

fo 

Sauce made from beans; 

cf. zowa. 

busu 

n. 

tP 

Yellow powder inside the 
locust fruit. 

Used to make a sweet drink 

busunci 

n. 

t 

Fruit tree. 


busuru 

n. 

da 

Fle-goat. 

< Flausa 

Bwadwa 

p.n. 

tr 

Tall masquerade said to have 
been adopted from the Ebira 
in the nineteenth century. 

Also kuti swara. 

bwo 

V. 


To be rotten, as over ripe 
fruit or meat; also applied to 
meat boiled to shreds; 


bwodwo 

adv. 


Very (soft as over ripe fruit); 


bwogunbwogunyi 



See bwodwo. 

cf. swokwo. 

bwoku 

a. 


Careless; 

bwokwo 

a. 


Weak; 

cf. bifo. 

bwolwowa 

a. 


Smooth; 

cf. barawa, boloboloyi. 

bwonyi 

adv. 


Very (large); 

also bwombwonyi. 

bworwo 

a. 


Smooth; 


bwotwo 

a. 


Stout; portly; 
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cacanyi 

adv. 


Quickly; hurriedly; 


cacanyi 

adv. 


Clean; 

cf. tsatsayi. 

cafya 

V. 


To despise; 

cf. gbaye. 

cagunia 



See tiagunia. 


cakafura 

n. 

wp 

Flint-lock gun; 

cf. bindiga. 

cakya 

n. 


Gravel; ballast; used to floor 
houses and courtyards. 


cakyacakyayi 

adv. 


Sound made by a rattle; 


cakicakiyi 

adv. 


All over; everywhere; 

as a rash on the body; 

caku 

n. 


Bad luck; misfortune; 


cami 

n. 


Blessing; 

cf. alubarika. 

campugi 

a. 


Swollen; puffed; 

cf. sampugi. 

cancanyi 

adv. 


Describes the jingling sound 
made by money, etc.; 

cf. cakiacakiayi. 

cancaria 

n. 


Indigo dye, 

from which the block indigo 
babari is made. 

cari 

n. 


Large iron spike or nail. 


cata 

n. 

ti 

Rank among native princes, 

the salutation for which is, 
Ceginasu. 

ca 

n. 


One omitted; forgotten; 
overlooked; 


cagicagi 

n. 


Method of cooking in thick 





sauce; 


cakya 

a. 


Sodden; muddy; dirty; 

cf. dandanyi. 

canyagi, caryagi 

a. 


Small; tiny; 


ce 

V. 


To throw; cast; fling; toss; 
swing; kick; shoot; to fire; 
also idiomatically used to 
describe the appearance of 
the new moon; 


ce 

V. 


To come around (as another 

eya ace another year comes 




year) 

around 

ce 

V. 


To bear, as vines; 

but only refers to the 
appearance of the fruit; cf. 





sun. 

ce 

V. 


To make up into a bag; 


ce 

V. 


To fight 


ce 

V. 


To tie up; to truss, as grass; 


ce 

V. 


To be beyond; too big for; 
too much for; 

cf. za. 

ce 

V. 


To continue; 

cf. fe. 

ce 

V. 


To pass on; to forward in 
relays; as a load or letter; 

cf. ce yatsu. 

cece 



See ceceko. 


ceceko 

n. 

ti 

Rank among native princes, 

the salutations for which are. 

Daniya, Dakun and Gabo. 

cecengi 

n. 


Prickly heat; cf. cincingi. 


cedia 

n. 

t 

Tree species. 

<Fulfulde 

cedzu 

V. 


To get ahead of (by a short 



cut); 
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cegera 

n. 


Back-biting; double-dealing; 


ceginasu 

n. 

sa 

Salutation for the rank of 

Cata. 


ce gu n 'fo 

n. 


Design in embroidery. 


ceka 

V. 


To avoid by turning out of 
the way; 

cf. ce'ti, sakato. 

ceka 

V. 


To go about; to wander; to 
stroll about; 


ceki 

n. 


Sediment; grounds; 
precipitate. 


cekiri cekiri 

V. 


To do several things at once; 


cekpa 

n. 

ti 

Rank among native princes, 

the salutations for which are, 

Suku, Dodondawa. 

cekpa gi bo/i 

n. 

sa 

Salutation for the rank 

Gidegi. 


cekpara 

adv. 


Quickly; 

cf. buguyi. 

cekperi 

n. 


Poison, any deadly poison. 


cekpotu 

n. 

g 

Bush grass. 


ce kpotu 

V. 


To be marked with weals; to 
be gnarled, as a tree, or the 
hand and foot joints; 

cf. cetu. 

cendzu 

n. 

tp 

Unripe nut of the oil palm. 


cendzu cenka 



See cedzu. 


cenji 

n. 


Change (monetary) 

< English 

cenkafa 

n. 

c 

Rice. 

<Hausa 

cenkafa doko 

n. 

g 

Grass sp. 

Thelopogon elegans. lit. ‘horse 





rice’ 

cere 

n. 


Poison; 

cf. cekperi. 

Cere 

V. 


Dare; 

cf. kara. 

cete 

p.n. 

ti 

Etsu's executioner in former 
times 

cf. dogari. 

ceto 

n. 


Kindness; 

cf. alikeri. 

cetsu 

n. 


Seat; 

cf. biye. 

cetu 

V. 


To swell up; to raise in a 
swelling by fracture of the 
bone; 

cf. ce kpotu. 

cewo 

V. 


To trade; barter; bargain; to 
price a thing; 


cewo be Allah nyi 

n. 

sa 

Salutation for the rank 

Nagenu. 


cewu 

V. 


To assist; help; aid; defend. 


Ceyagi 

p.n. 


Name given to a child whose 
mother dies at its birth. 


ceye 

V. 


To be neglected; to be 
overlooked. 


ceyi 

n. 


Flax; used for weaving nets. 

also seyi 

ci 



Reduplicating prefix for 
verbs with initial ca and ce. 


Cl 

V. 


Under-cooked; 


ci 

conj. 


And; 


-ci 

aff. 


Noun particle; 


ci 

prep. 


(To lie) down; 
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cici 



See ci. 


ciciciciyi 

adv. 


Very (many); 

cf. didididiyi, tsutsutsutsuyi. 

cigama 

excl. 

sa 

Salutation for the rank Sabo. 


cigba 

n. 


Anything of wood; tree; post; 
stick; block; 


cigbe 

n. 


Medicine; a remedy; a drug; 
a charm; 

cf. boci. 

cigo 

n. 


Rank among the warriors, 

the salutations for which are 

Wurugbaci, Sanka, Daniya. 

cika cikaci 

adv. 


Purposely; intentionally; 


cikara 

n. 


Shavings; chips; 


cikara 

n. 


Embers; cinders. 


cika 

n. 

la 

Wilderness; desert; bush; 
uncultivated forest land. 


ciki 

a. 


Dense; close; adv. closely; 
densely; 

cf. dzagadzagayi. 

cikicikiyi 

adv. 


In confusion; in a tangle; in a 
muddle; 


ciko 

n. 


Value; equivalent; worth; 


cikpuyi 

adv. 


Large; bulky; gross; swollen; 
bloated; 


cin 



Initial reduplication prefix for 
verbs with initial syllable cin. 


cin 

V. 


To descend; to drop; to lover; 
to fail (in flesh); to alight; to 
wean (a child). 


cin 

V. 


To propound; put forth (a 
riddle); 


cin 

V. 


To love; also when used with 
nyimi wife, means adultery; 


cin 

V. 


To clarify. 


cin 

V. 


To fry as certain foods; 


cin...bo 

V. 


To miss; to lose; 


cincere 

n. 

g 

Grass found in vacant 
compounds. 


cincere’ba 

n. 

g 

Comb-fringe grass 

Dactyloctenium aegyptium. 
‘husband of cincere’. 

cincere yiwo 

n. 

g 

Grass 

‘wife of cincere’. 

cincin 

n. 


Love; 

cf. boye. 

cincin 

V. 


To propound a riddle; 

cf. cin. 

cincin 

V. 


To sneeze; 

cf. eci. 

cincingi 

n. 

d 

Prickly heat; 

cf. cecengi. 

cindzana 

n. 

tr 

Small chain used only in 
traditional ceremonies, and as 
an oath 

cf. egbanko tsoede. 

cindzawon 

n. 

fg 

Pish net. 


cinga 

n. 

ff 

Cluster (of bananas) but not a 
whole stock; 

cf. eti. 

cingini 

n. 

fo 

Pounded yam; 


cingu 

n. 

d 

Cold; fever; 

cf. eba. 

cinka 

n. 


Britannia metal. 


cinka 

n. 

hd 

Disease among horses. 
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cinla 

n. 


Precipice; 

cf. gudu. 

cinle 

V. 


Behold; look; examine; taste; 


cin m 'bo a ga 

n. 

sa 

Salutation for the rank 

lit. when 1 am not present they 




Tswanku; 

speak. 

cin n la de 

n. 

sa 

Salutation for the rank 

lit. love me (enough) to (assist) 




Somasun; 

me get it. 

cmi 

n. 

i 

Large cricket. 


cmi gbako 

n. 

em 

Design in embroidery. 

‘cricket’s stomach’ 

cinta 

V. 


To rest; to be still; to be 

cf. fa. 




quiet; to subside; 


cintara 

n. 

ap 

Tail; 


cintara doko 

n. 

Pi 

Plant 

lit. ‘horsetail’ 

cintara gbara 

n. 

Pi 

Plant 

lit. ‘lizard tail’ 

cintara giama 

n. 

Pi 

Fern 

lit. ‘chameleon tail’ 

cinwon 

n. 


Greatness; respect; glory; 


cinwonci 

n. 


Great, honourable or 





respectable person. 


cin...ye 

V. 


To quiz. 


cin yekodangi 

V. 


To stare. 


cin yekondunu 

V. 


To eye; to watch; 


ciri cirigi 

a. 


Small; minute; 


cirigi 

a. 


Large; immense; tremendous; 

cf. woncinko. 




huge; 


cya 

V. 


To begin; commence; 

cf. ya. 

cyancya 

n. 


Beginning 



D. 




da 

V. 

To be soft; 


da 

V. 

To set; to fix; to specify; 


da 

V. 

To measure (salt). 


da 

V. 

To carry for; to relieve of; 


da 

V. 

Verb used with gara, 
robbery; 

cf. dagara. 

da 

V. 

To sway; to swing; 

cf. ba, ce. 

da 

V. 

To mix; prepare (dye). 


da 

V. 

To make; to become 
(friends); 

cf. danyaci. 

da 

V. 

To commit (adultery); 

da 

V. 

To lower; to press down; 


da 

V. 

To go; proceed; depart; 
advance; 

cf. daza, lo. 

da 

V. 

To be damp; wet; to brew; to 
soak; 


da 

V. 

To make (as two and two 
make four); 


da 

V. 

To measure (as material for a 
loom); 


da 

V. 

To be poor; weak; 


da 

conj. 

If; 


da 

V. 

To go; proceed; 
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daba 

n. 

da 

Beast; animal; brute. 

<Hausa 

daba 

V. 


To lower. 

See da. 

daba 

n. 


Gerund of bada. 


daba 

V. 


To make a formal visit of 
condolence; 

cf. tamida. 

daba 

n. 

b 

Large ringed dove; 

cf. lukondaba. 

dabo 

V. 


To make a complaint; to go 
to law; 


dabogi 

n. 

b 

Bird about the size of a dove. 


dabu 

V. 


To be worn out; 

cf. kuku. 

dada 

n. 


Great distance; 

cf. eba kpako. 

dada 

adv. 


Quickly; 

cf. sanin. 

dadada 

a. 


Much; plenty; immense; 
abundant; 

cf. dokun. 

dada wu dzodzo 

n. 

sa 

Salutation for the rank 

Nakoji. 


da 'fe 

V. 


To be cool; 

cf. bafe. 

daga 

n. 


Battle field; line of battle. 


dagadagayi 

adv. 


Swayingly; staggeringly; 
unsteadily; 


dagara 

V. 


To rob; plunder. 


dagba 

n. 

m 

Elephant. 


dagba da 'ya a 

excl. 

sa 

Salutation for the rank 

lit. elephants are not put in 




Lakpiania; 

canoes. 

dagba pambo 

n. 

t 

Tree species. 


dagi 

n. 

P 

Fool; 

cf. edagi, wawa. 

dagiri 

a. 


Sudden; adv. suddenly. 


dagun 

n. 


Ladder; steps; stairs; 

cf. ekpa. 

dagwa 

V. 


To push with the hand; 


dagwa 

V. 


To stop; to leave off; 


dajin 

V. 


To thank; to prostrate; 

cf. jin yebo, dakpia. 

wfdaka 

n. 

hd 

Disease among horses. 


dakadaka 

adv. 


Describes two or more 
persons carrying anything 
extra large on the hands or 
over the head; 


dakaka 

adv. 


To sit on the ground tailor 
fashion or with the knees up. 


dakare 

n. 


Infantry; swordsman. 


dakasa 

adv. 


Very (much); 

cf. dadada. 

daka 

a. 


Coverless; lidless. 


dakagi 

n. 

ai 

Small hoe made for the 

Y oruba. 


dako 

n. 

m 

Mona monkey 

See kana. 

dakpia 

V. 


To thank; to prostrate; 

cf. dajin, jin bo. 

dampara 

n. 

ai 

Wide bladed hoe used for 
weeding. 


dama 

n. 


Inferiority; 


dambo 

a. 


Large; big; swollen; 


dambuyi 

adv. 


Very (much); 

cf. dangujia. 

danciki 

n. 

dr 

Waistcoat; a vest; 

cf. ewo takota. 

d a nd a 

n. 

he 

Brown and white (horse) 

cf. doko. 


24 



R.M. Blench Draft Nupe Dictionary: Main text 


Nupe 

PoS 

C 

English 

Additional information 




with four white fetlocks and 
white blaze on face; 


dandakaregi 

n. 

b 

Bird species. 

cf. zakanzalugi. 

dandalukugi 

n. 

P 

Pauper; tramp; vagrant; 

dandawa 

n. 

fo 

Preparation made from locust 
seeds; 

< Hausa. cf. kula. 

dandu 

n. 

f 

Sea catfish. Fish species. 

Arius spp. cf. edu 

danga 

a. 


Much; plenty; 

cf. dadada. 

dangaba 

n. 

hg 

Breast-band for horses; a 
martingale. 


dangara 

n. 

po 

Large water-pot. 


dangi 

n. 

da 

Cat. 

cf. rikici, manafiki. 

dangida 

n. 


Mischief; 

dangoro 

n. 

pl 

Small thorny plant. 


dangujla 

adv. 


Very (much, great) 

cf. dambuyl. 

dangujlalia 



See dangujla. 


danguyi dangudanguyl 



See dangujla. 


daniya 

excl. 

sa 

Salutation common to many 
different ranks. 


dankare 



See dakare. 


dantajl 

n. 


Game played with stones. 


danyaci 

V. 


To commit adultery. 


danyadanya 

a. 


Deficient; lacking; 

cf. kamu. 

dara 

n. 

ff 

Tamarind fruit; 

cf. daraci. 

dara 

n. 


Malt. 


dara 

n. 

em 

Design in embroidery. 


dara daragi 

a. 


Long; adv. very (long). 


dara 



See dara. 


darabagi 

n. 

sh 

Shrub or bush, does not 
mature to wood; 

cf. korogi. 

daraci 

n. 

t 

Tamarind tree. 


daro 

n. 

hi 

Cup; mug; jug; kettle. 


da...re 

adv of 
time. 


Again; 


dasayi 

adv. 


Many; plenty; in great 
quantity; 

cf. saranyi. 

daji 

n. 


Mutual fund; a pool; 


dajtn 

V. 


To be soft; to be easy; 

cf. da. 

data 

V. 


To lower; to press down; to 
reform; 

cf. da. 

dawa 

n. 

so 

Tune played on a drum. 


dawagi 

n. 


Shoemakers' chips. 


dawudu 

n. 

sa 

Salutation for certain ranks. 


dayazun 

n. 


To make or become friends; 

cf. da. 

daye 

V. 


To be accustomed to; to be 
used to; to be tame; 

cf. dayenu. 

dayenu 



See daye. 


daza 

V. 


To walk; to march. 


da' 

V. 


To hang on; to gird on (as a 
sword on the shoulder); 


da 

V. 


To be, to exist. 


da 

V. 


To enter (a boat, train, or 
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carriage). 


da 

V. 


To wear; to put on (as 
trousers and sandals). 


da 

V. 


To measure (cereals). 


da' 

V. 


To re-set a cutting edge. 


da 

V. 


To master; to conquer; 

cf. jin foro. 

dabara 

n. 


Skill; contrivance; v. to 
repair; to mend; 


da bo 

V. 


Verb to be, to exist; 

cf. da. 

dabonda 

a. 

P 

Odd person; eccentric; 

cf. dakuda. 

dada 

n. 


Property; profession; office, 
of the parent handed on to the 
children. 

cf. egun. 

daga 

prep. 


From; since. 


dakidaki 

adv. 


Separately; 

cf. kakanyi. 

dakianyi dikianyi 



With difficulty: v. to be 
protracted; 


dakuda 



See dabonda. 


dakun 

dakun 

n. 


Large termite mound, always 
mound shaped. 


n. 


Salutation for the rank 

Ceceko. 



dakun 

V. 


To gather together; to 
assemble; to collect; 

cf. ku yeka. 

dakun cigbangi 

n. 

sh 

Small bush. African privet. 


dakungba 

n. 

m 

Civet cat. 


dalili 

n. 


Influence; assistance; 

cf. ekpatu. 

dalo 

V. 


To play a certain water game; 

cf. ele. 

da...16 

V. 


To pay in kind; to give an 
equivalent; 


dalo 

V. 


To get credit on false 
pretences; 

cf. gi gbata. 

dama 

n. 

V 

Convolvulus. 


dama 

p.n. 

ti 

Rank among native princes, 

the salutations for which are, 

Dzolawuji, Daniya, Lerama. 

dambodaci 

V. 


To live, or exist forever; 


damadamagi 

damagi 

n. 

i 

Caterpillar which feeds on 
grass. 


n. 

pl 

Plant from which both 
medicine and perfume are 
obtained. 



damurengoga 

n. 


Arch. 


dana 

n. 


Part; portion; place; 

cf. mamarigbo. 

da na elo 'ga 

n. 


Burrs; 

danci 

n. 

t 

Copaiba gum tree. 

Daniellia oliveri 

danci 

a. 


Big; fat; 


danda 

n. 

mn 

Mica. 


dandanyi 

adv. 


Very (much, many); 

cf. nyasasanyi. 

dandanyi 

adv. 


Sodden; filthy; dirty; 

cf. cakia. 

dangi 

n. 

k 

Relative; kinsman; 

cf. yegi. ? < Hausa 

dangodi 

n. 

sh 

Very thorny bush. 


da'nguyi 

adv. 


Very (full); 

cf. bambanyi. 
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da'nyi 

adv. 


Very (much); 

cf. dandanyi. 

danyi 

adv. 


Very (full, bloated); 

cf. dondonyi. 

darabaki 

dasa 

n. 

tx 

Traditional red and white- 
striped cloth. 


V. 


To care for; to mind; to heed; 
to be concerned about; 



dasuun 

n. 


Fear; 

cf. wanikosa. 

datidzo 

n. 

P 

Aged person; one of 
importance; 

<Fulfiilde ndottijo. cf. nusa. 

de 

adv. 


Just; indeed; 


de 

V. 


To have; get; obtain; find; 
possess; 


de 

V. 


To surprise; 

cf. kugiri. 

de 

prep. 


Out; outside. 


dede 

adv. 


Never; 

cf. dededede. 

dede 

adv. 


Equal; correct; alike; just so; 


dede 

a. 


Bad; evil; base; ill. 


dededede 

adv. 


Never 

See dede. 

dedengi 

n. 

wp 

Trigger or catch on a gun or 
trap; 


deganga 

n. 


Pretence; 

cf. cika. 

deegi 

a. 


Few; little, some 

eza deegi be a few people 





came 

dekun 

n. 

tx 

White cloth woven in narrow 
strips. 


di- 



Reduplicating prefix for 
verbs with initial da, da, de, 

do. 


dibo 



See bodi. 


dididiyi 

adv. 


Very (large); 

cf. banti. 

didididiyi 

adv. 

cp 

Very (black); 

cf. 3 i 3 inyi. 

didia 

n. 


Packing net. 


didia didia woye 

n. 

b 

Parrot. 


didigun 

n. 

i 

Caterpillar which gathers up 
grass and chips on its back. 


didorogi 



See dundorogi. 


digbo 

n. 

wv 

Way of measuring out thread 
for a loom; 

cf. da. 

dikanyi 

adv. 


Very (many); 

cf. dandanyi, dokun. 

dikyayi 



See dakiayi. 


dikyadikia 

adv. 


For a long time; 

cf. dikyayi. 

dilali 

n. 


Agent; commissioner; 
broker; 

<Hausa 

dile 



See dilali. 


dilili 

n. 


Influence; assistance; 

cf. dalili, ekpatu. 

diniu 

excl. 


Expression of assent; 

cf. akika, aclnga, labudi. 

din 



Initial reduplication prefix for 
verbs with initial syllable 

din. 


din 

V. 


To strive; 


din 

V. 


To scramble for; to grab; to 



gabble; to scamp; 
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din 

V. 


To be deficient; to be short; 





to lack; to reduce; 


dm 

V. 


To bum; consume; 


din 

V. 


To carve; engrave; 


dm 

V. 


To draw; drag; stretch; 





tighten; pull; 


dm 

V. 


To exercise (the body); 


din 

V. 


To flog; to thrash; to whip; 


din 

V. 


To tempt; to try; to test; 


din 

V. 


To pile; 


dinasa 

n. 


Another name for a biilala 


dinbati 

V. 


To draw out; to elicit 





(conversation); 


din bere cm a 'mi le 

n. 

t 

Tree species; 

the name translates, ‘stretch 





the neck and look into the 





compound’. 

dinboye 

V. 


To be mean; close; miserly; 

cf. tanyabo. 

dinci 

n. 

t 

Black plum tree 

Vitex doniana. 

dinderegi 

n. 

i 

Dragonfly. 


dindin 

n. 

fo 

Fried yam chips. 


dindangi 

n. 

wp 

Trigger; 

cf. dedengi. 

dindinyi 

adv. 


Fleavily; 

cf. bambanyi, tintinyl. 

dindorogi 

n. 

f 

Fish species; 

cf. dundorogi. 

dindza dindzara 

n. 


Fringe; also used for lamp 

cf. jindzara. 




wick; 


din gbaro 

V. 


To stand erect. 


dingban 

V. 


To strive. 

See din. 

dlngboroka 

n. 

dk 

Syrup made from black plum 





(dinci). 


dinkaka 

n. 

g 

Swamp grass. 


dinkoro 

n. 

pl 

Water lily. 


dinkoro 'ba 

n. 

pl 

An (Easter) lily. 


dinkoro 

n. 

m 

Flartebeest. 


dinni 

n. 

i 

Fly. 


dinniko 

n. 

i 

Large bloodsucking fly; 





mangrove fly. 


dinni kpe 'tsu ye a 

n. 

sh 

Small bush (dies off each dry 

‘a fly does not know a chief 




season); 


dinnyi 

adv. 


Quickly; hastily; 

cf. sanin. 

dinnyi 

V. 


To be tight; 


dinye 

n. 

a 

Gutter; water course; 


dinye 

V. 


To be quick; cf. 

dinnyi. 

dinyi 

adv. 


Loudly; with a thud; with a 

cf. bamba, jlnyl. 




crash; 


dinyi dinyi 

adv. 


Very (much); 

cf. dokun. 

do 

a. 


Much; many; plenty; 


do 

V. 


To redden; to ripen; 


do 

V. 


To exalt; to extol; to flatter; 


do 

V. 


To startle; to scare; to shock; 

cf. sunda, li da. 

dobina 

n. 

c 

Date palm and fruit; 

<Flausa 

dodo 

n. 


Leach pot; 

cf. gbodo. 

dodondawa 

n. 

sa 

Salutation common to many 
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different ranks. 


dodododoyi 

V. 


To be excited; alarmed; 





nervous; 


dodongbaci 

excl. 

sa 

Salutation for the rank 

Songubi. 


dodoyi 

adv. 


Lightly; springily; mincingly; 

cf. duduyi, fufuyi, dzodzoyi. 

dofa 

a. 

CO 

Blue. 


dofi 



See do. 


dogari 

n. 


Policeman; constable; 
executioner. 

<EIausa 

dogba 

n. 


Foundations or props of a 
granary; 


dogba 

V. 


To miss; to pass by 
unintentionally; 


dogba 

V. 


To be conceited; 


dogba 

V. 


To make a swell; to roughen; 
to ripple (as water); 

cf. kingbagba, gbangba. 

dogo 

n. 


Field grass; straw; chaff (as 

Schizachyrium exile. Found in 




used to mix with mud); 

the gbodonji borrow pits at 
the edge of town. 

dogogi 

n. 

tx 

Trade cloth. 


dokadoka 

a. 

CO 

Dark dull (red); stale; 


doko 

V. 


To plan; to consider; 

cf. duwon, kpaye. 

doko 

n. 

p 

Florse-boy. 


doko 

n. 

da 

Florse; 

<Flausa 

dokoci 

n. 

P 

Florse-rider. 


doko cintara 

n. 

Pi 

Weed in the fields 

(resembles a horse's tail). 

Dokodza 

p.n. 

ti 

Plead blacksmith, 

the salutations for which rank 
are, mail, Gado. 

dokokpaci 

n. 

P 

Florse keeper. 


dokomba 

n. 

hg 

Stall or stable for a horse; 

cf. gbodo. 

doko nyankpa 

n. 


Bicycle; 

lit. ‘horse of iron’. Now 
archaic. See keke. 

dokotuci 

n. 

P 

Florse-rider. 


dokozawuci 

n. 

P 

Florse-trainer. 


dokun 

a. 


Abundant; many; much; 

eza 3 i dokun dzuko o there 




plenty. 

were many people at the 
market 

dola 

n. 


Originally the Maria Theresa 
dollar, later the English 
florin, but now archaic 

<English 

dolu 

Doma 

n. 


Fleaviness; 

gerund of ludo lit. the 
heaviness of the box is 
excessive; cf. kpinlu. 

excl. 


Expression of greatness; 


dombajl 

n. 

sa 

Salutation for certain ranks. 


donci 

n. 

hi 

mortar; 


dondokorya 

n. 

fo 

Sweets made from honey and 





corn. 


dondonyi 

adv. 


Very (bloated); 

cf. danyi, gbyangbyanyi. 

dongoro 

n. 


Old indigo. 


donkuwa 

n. 

fo 

Cake (made from 

<Flausa 
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groundnuts, corn and 
pepper). 


doniya 

n. 


Perplexity; intricacy; 


doro 

n. 

pd 

Girdle; (made of discs and 
worn about the waist by 
women). 


doroyagi 

n. 

pd 

Girdle made by the Yoruba. 


dota 

n. 


Camp; a small settlement; a 
country village; 

cf. tunga. 

dowuma 

n. 


Calling on: v. jin dowuma, 
to call on; 

cf. tamida. 

doya 

a. 

CO 

Dirty (yellow); 

cf. dzuka. 

do3i 

a. 


Like; 


do3i 

a. 


Other; each other; one 
another; 


du 



Initial reduplicate from for 
verbs with initial syllables 

do, du. 


du 

V. 


To cook; to boil; to brew. 


du 

V. 


To shake; 


du 

V. 


To rain; 


du 

excl. 


Shoo! 


dubo 

V. 


To boast; to brag; 

cf. 3 iba. 

dubu 

V. 


To be mushy; pulpy; rotten; 

cf. bo. 

duduyi 



See dodoyi. 


duduyi 

adv. 


Stupidly; aimlessly; 

cf. tsutsuyi. 

dududuyi 

adv. 


Very (large); 

cf. gbakara. 

diifia 

n. 

sa 

Salutation for certain proper 
names (female only). 


dugba 

n. 

ai 

Hoe. 


dugbanyidugbanyi 

adv. 


Blunt; stubby; 


dugwa 

n. 

f 

Fish sp. 


dukiya 

n. 


Goods; wealth; riches; 
possessions; 


cl u k u 

n. 

w 

Deep channel in the river; 

cf. duruku. 

duku 

n. 

c 

Sweet potato 

<F. 

duku 

n. 


Noise; a report; 

cf. sasa. 

duku 

n. 

r 

Common land tortoise. 


duku dagba 

n. 

Pi 

Flower like a jack-in-the- 
pulpit. 


dukun 

n. 


Lameness; 


dukun 

n. 

po 

Pot; a crock; any vessel of 
clay. 


dukujl 

n. 

da 

Colt. 


didianyi 

adv. 


Very (large); 


dumfu 

n. 

he 

Jet black (horse). 


dumunyi 

adv. 


Very (large); 


duna 

n. 

cr 

oyster. 


dundoro 

n. 

f 

Electric ray. 

Potamotrygon garouensis. 

dundorogi 

n. 

c 

Guinea-corn cultivar 

grown for its red bark which is 


used as a dyestuff. 
Corresponds to Hausa 
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karandafi. 


dundufa 

n. 

mi 

Large cylindrical drum 

<Hausa 

dundufe 

n. 

wt 

Whirlwind; 


dunduko 

n. 

bp 

Thigh; the lap. 


dunduko 

a. 


Large; great; 


dundunyi 

adv. 


Heavily; 

cf. bambanyi. 

dundunyi 

adv. 


Stupidly; 

cf. duduyi. 

dunfe 

n. 


Sitting; the abiding; 

cf. edunfe. 

dungi 

n. 

m 

Squirrel. 


dungu 

n. 

fo 

Seconds from katsa gruel. 


dunguru 

n. 

mi 

Lute with two strings and 
boat-shaped body played by 
hunters 


dfinmu 

n. 

wp 

Hilt of a knife or sword. 


dun nu 

V. 


To break up grass fields into 
tillage; to clear the land; 

cf. nunu. 

duntsii 

n. 

m 

Large edible brown field rat 

cf. etsu. 

dunyi 

a. 


Stupid; 

cf. dundunyi. 

dunyi 

adv. 


Heavily; 

cf. dundunyi. 

duria 

n. 

tp 

Stem on which the palm tree 
bears fruit; 


duru duru 

a. 


Long; 


duruku 

n. 

w 

Deep channel in the river; 

cf. duku. 

dusa 

n. 


Bran. 


dusuyi 

adv. 


Very (hairy); 


duwa 

n. 

wt 

Rainbow. 


duwa 

n. 


Charmed snake; a mascot; a 
charm (kept to bring luck); 


duwa 

n. 

ti 

Rank given to the chief 

the salutation for which is 




leather worker and mantle 
maker, 

Gado. 

duwa 

n. 


Cryptic word for mada 
hunger; 

cf. egi gatsa. 

duwalu 

n. 

dc 

Singer; a soloist; 

the salutation for which office 

is Emijia. 

duwatsu 

n. 

ti 

Salutation for the rank 

Sakiwa. 


duwon 

V. 


To consider; to calculate; to 
think; 

cf. kpaye, doko. 

duye 

n. 

bd 

Fancy bead; the two hard 
bones taken from the head of 
an edu fish 


dwamunyi 

adv. 


Very (large); 


dwaswayi 

adv. 


Very (much, plentiful); 

cf. dokun. 

dwayi 

adv. 


Entirely; completely; 

cf. bwodwo. 

dwogwogi 

a. 


Soft; tender; plump; 

dyadya 

n. 

a 

Veranda. 


dyadyayi dyandyanyi 

adv. 


Very (low); pressed down; 
overloaded; 


dyadyagun 

n. 

fr 

Pineapple. 

Also bedaibo, pacigbe, tiro 
nukpa. 

dyarya 

adv. 


Low-hanging; drooping; 
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dyaryagi adv. 

dza v. 

dza v. 

dzabadzabayi adv. 

dzadigi a. 

dzafuru 

dzaga a. 

dzagadzaga n. 

dzagadzagayi adv. 

dzagadzagayi adv. 

dzagala n. 

dzagbayi adv. 

dzagban n. 

dzaka n. 

d/aka n. 

dzaka n. 

dzaka n. 

dzaka n. 

dzakogi n. 

dzako n. 

dzakodzakogi a. 

dzakogi a. 

Dzamagi p.n. 

dzamata n. 

dzami n. 

dzandzanyi adv. 

dzangalagi a. 

dzangbodo n. 

dzanketegi n. 

dzankpegi a. 

dzantukoyi adv. 

dzara v. 

dzara n. 

dzarumi n. 

dzawukoyi adv. 

dza v. 

dza v. 

dzagadzagayi adv. 


Short time ago; 

To sever; to break; to expose; 
To gin (as cotton); 

Very (high); 

Small; tiny; minute; 

See jamfuru. 

Poor; scamped; imperfect; 
dc Tune played at a boxing 
match. 

Very (long); 

Very (poorly, imperfectly, 
unsightly); 

am Green water frog; 

Very (long); 
v Vine species, 
f Fish species, 
da Mule. 

mi Rattle tied on the legs when 
dancing. 

a Cleat tied on a grass roof to 
rest the foot against to bind 
the top. 

sa Salutation for the ra nks 
Tsoyida, Dzaka mawore. 
Design embroidered on a 
garment; 

s Very dangerous snake. 

Short (hair); bare (scalp); 
Small; tiny; minute; cf. 

kiakogi. 

Name given to the child of a 
man who goes to the 
dzamata altar. 

la Bare spot (in the fields); 

hg Bridle; bit. 

Quickly; readily; carefully; 
tightly; 

Long; 

la Mountain or hill crevasse; a 
chasm; 
i Flea. 

Short; 

Very (large, wide, broad); 

To be austere; severe; harsh; 
hard; merciless; violent; 
Chain; cable, 
p Brave person; 

Very (large); 

To rinse. 

To be impolite; 

In confusion; in a tangle; in a 


cf. kiakogi. 
cf. swakwa. 


cf. dzagbayi. 
cf. dzaga. 

cf. dzangala. 
cf. dzagadzagayi 


the collarette put in the neck of 
a gown for strength. 


used as a place of traditional 
worship. 


cf. eda. 


cf. gbakara. 


cf. nyagbantuci. 
cf. buga. 

cf. 3 egapa. 

cf. dzugudzuguyi, cikicikiyi, 
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muddle; 

fulafulayi, dzuladzulayi. 

dzagayi 

adv. 


Very (many); 

cf. dokun. 

dzakan 

n. 

P 

Child; childishness; 

cf. dzakangi. 

dzakangi 

n. 

P 

Child. 


dzana 

n. 


Parting gift. 


dzanagi 

n. 

P 

Posthumous child. 


dzawondzawonyi 

adv. 


Describes the sound made by 
a rattle; 

cf. cakiacakiayi. 

dzayidzayi 



See dzayinyi. 

cf. gbanayi. 

dzayinyi 

adv. 


Tinglingly; the tingling 
sensation felt after prolonged 
sitting in one position; ‘pins 
and needles’ 



dzi 

aff. 


Reduplicating prefix for 
verbs with initial, dza, dza, 
dzo, dzwa, dzwa; 

cf. ji. 

dzindzara 



See jindzara. 


dzo 

V. 


To play. 

Used with its cognate noun. 

dzo 

V. 


To wade through long 
stretches of water on the 
road. 


dzo 

V. 


To plant; to sow. 


dzodzo 

V. 


To play; 

cf. dzo. 

dzodzo 

n. 

d 

Chill; shivering; ague; 


dzodzo 

a. 


First; 

cf. mafari. 

dzodzondzo 

a. 

VC 

Hawkers' cry for kara bean 
cakes; sweet; 

cf. dzondzonyi. 

dzodzoyi 

adv. 


Lightly; mincingly; 

cf. dodoyi, dzwandzwanyi. 

dzogogi 



See dogogi. 


dzogoyi 

adv. 


Very (thin, lean, gaunt); 


dzogun 

n. 


Chief; headman; 

cf. nusa, tijl. 

dzogun won 'nya 

n. 

sa 

Salutation for the rank 

Tsadza. 


dzolawujl 

n. 

sa 

Salutation for the rank 

Dama. 


dzomaci 

n. 


Cousin. 


dzondzonyi 

adv. 


Very (sweet, tasty); 


dzonyi 



See dzondzonyi. 


dzoro 

n. 


Mutual work; co-operation; 


dzorondzorogi 

n. 


Deception; imposition; 

cf. londzogi. 

dzorodzoroyi 



See dzorondzorogi. 


dzojlci 

n. 


Leader; forefather; 

cf. edzojici. 

dzo 'wo dzo 

n. 

sa 

Salutation for the rank Gabi 
Sayidi. 


dzu 



Reduplicating prefix for 
verbs with initial dzo, dzu, 
dzun, dzwa, dzwa. 


dzu 

V. 

CO 

To be red; 


dzu 

V. 


To lift; 


dzu 

V. 


To wear (as women do a 
cloth); 


dzu 

V. 


To dig up; to break up (the 
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ground); 


dzu 

V. 


To perforate; to bore; to 
pierce; 


dzu 

V. 


To bury; to inter. 


dzu 

V. 


To be watery (as porridge); 


dzudzudzudzuyi 

adv. 


Angrily; 


dzudzugbuyi 

adv. 


Very (thick, dense, as a 
forest); 


dzudzunyi 

adv. 

CO 

Very (red); 

cf. dzu. 

dzufa 

n. 


Pocket. 


dzufati 

n. 

dr 

Design embroidered on a 
garment above the pocket. 


dzugbuyi 

adv. 


Very (matted, untidy); 

cf. dzudzugbuyi. 

dzugbukoyi 

adv. 


Very (large); 


dzugudzuguyi 



See dzagadzagayi. 


dzugwa 

V. 


To be sodden; 

cf. dzwagwa. 

dzuka 

a. 

CO 

Dirty (yellow); 

cf. doya. 

dzuko 

n. 

bp 

Vagina. 


dzuko 

n. 


Market; 


dzukoda 

n. 


Market place. 


dzukoloci 

n. 

p 

Merchant; dealer; 

cf. dilali. 

dzuladziilayi 



See dzagadzagayi. 


dzuladzula 

n. 

tx 

Flanelette. 


dzuma 

n. 


Friday; 

cf. jima. 

dzun 

V. 


To appear; to come out. 


dzun 

V. 


To put in a patch; 

cf. lida, sunda. 

dzunbaye 

V. 


To bully; scare; frighten; 
browbeat; 


dzundzwanagi 

n. 

tp 

(Tender) leaves of the oil 
palm. 


dzungi 

n. 

a 

Small gate in a wall; 

cf. edzungi. 

dzunko 

n. 

a 

Large gate in a wall; 

cf. edzunko. 

dzuma 

n. 

VC 

Flawkers' cry for honey. 


dzunyi 

adv. 

CO 

Very (red); 

cf. dzu. 

dzuru 

a. 

CO 

Red. 


dzuwanyi 

adv. 


Very (large); 

cf. gbyangbyanyi. 

dzu yakagi 

n. 

b 

Jet black bird much like a 





jay- 


dzu 'ye 

V. 


To weary; to tire his patience 
out; to punish; 


dzuyila 

V. 


To be mad; crazy; insane. 


dzwa 

V. 


To mince; to cut into small 
pieces; 


dzwa 

V. 


To sprout; to bud; to break 
out; 


dzwa 

n. 

sa 

Salutation connected with 
certain names (female only); 

dzwa kasuwa. 

dzwagwa 

V. 


To be sodden; 


dzwakunkoyi 

adv. 


Very (large, baggy, stout); 


dzwandzwanyi 

adv. 


Lightly; mincingly; 

cf. dzodzoyi. 

dzwa 

V. 


To flash; to lighten; 


dzwadzayi 

adv. 


Quickly (as to eat); 

cf. vanyi. 
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dzwadzwayi 

adv. 

Well cooked; well sauced; 


dzwagwadzwagwayi 

adv. 

Sticky; mushy; muddy; 


dzwadzwayi 

adv. 

Very (warm, hot); 


dzwam 

adv. 

Very (hot); 


dzwontl 

adv. 

Very (large); 



E 





e 

excl. 


Eh! 


e 

V. 


It is; it was 


'e 

pron. 


You; contracted form of ye. 


e 

aux. 


Continuous Tense marker; 


'e 

V. 


Come; 

contracted form of be, but 
never used alone; 

eba 

n. 

k 

Husband; male; 


eba 

n. 


Tattle; 

cf. loba. 

eba 

n. 

bp 

Penis. 


eba 

n. 


Charm used to divine; 

cf. sa, saba. 

eba 

n. 

t 

Bamboo palm 


eba 

n. 


Petition; prayer; 

cf. ebala, laba. 

eba 

n. 


Place; ground; floor; way; 
atmosphere; sweepings; 

cf. 'ba. 

eba 

adv. 


Certainly; yes; 

cf. mana. 

eba 

n. 

P 

Twins; 

saluted as, Abigi, Eba to 
3igi3igi, Alesamgboko, 
Alesamkokpati; cf. 
bakombagi. 

eba 

n. 


Stocks; a large staple used to 
fasten the feet to a post; 


eba 

n. 


Visit; 

cf. bada, daba. 

eba 

n. 

d 

Disease of the spleen; 


eba 

n. 


Place; room (to pass); 

cf. yaba. 

eba 

n. 


Scale (off a pot); 


ebagogi 

n. 

P 

Prostitute 

lit. one who takes another 





woman's husband; cf. 

nyacidaci. 

ebakotsu 

n. 

sa 

Salutation for the rank 

Sondzamitsu. 


ebala 

n. 

tr 

Petitioning; the praying; a 

generally refers only to 




libation; 

traditional ceremonies; 

ebalo 

n. 


Tattling; 

cf. eba, loba. 

eba nnaji 

n. 


Trouble; 

such as one may get into at 
night for being where they 
ought not to; 

eba 'o re be 

n. 

pl 

Sensitive plant; 

lit. your husband is coming. 

ebatu 

n. 


Betrothing; 

cf. tuba. 

ebawo 

excl. 


Hunter's shout when driving 
into the nets; 


ebaji 

n. 


Boasting; a bragging; a 
swearing; 

cf. ba3i, aluwajl. 

eba 

n. 

bp 

Shoulder. 


eba 

n. 

f 

Fish species. 
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eba 

n. 

a 

Fortifications; the wall 
around a town; 


eba 

n. 

f 

Fish species; 

cf. goba. 

eba 

n. 


Filth; dirt; 

cf. Jika. 

eba 

n. 


Wood box; elevated place in 
a house on which they stack 
wood; 

cf. kato. 

Ebagi 

p.n. 

et 

Nupe sub-tribe. 

cf. ba3e. 

eb§3e 

n. 


Changing; altering; 
repenting; 


ebe 

n. 


Pap 

breast 





udder 


ebe 

n. 

m 

patas monkey 


ebe 

n. 

c 

Pumpkin; 


Ebe 

p.n. 

et 

Asu people near Kontagora 


ebi 

n. 


Manure; dung; spoor; 
excrement; faeces; shit. 


ebi 

n. 


Matter; pus; pollen; 


ebi 

n. 

fr 

Cola nut 

a fata, atara, lab 03!, are 

species of the kola nut. 

ebi 

n. 

hi 

Knife. 


ebo 

conj. 


That; because; 


ebo 

a. 


Right; innocent; 


ebo 

n. 


Sin; fault; offence; 

cf. lefi, aleki. 

ebo 

n. 

e 

Love; 

cf. boye, clncln. 

ebo 

n. 


Gossip; 

cf. boko. 

ebo 

n. 


Action; imitation; 

cf. jin 'bo. 

ebo 

n. 


Respect; esteem; refers to 
one who is free; 


ebo 

n. 

g 

Field grass. 


ebo sidya 

n. 

g 

Grass used for medicine. 

lit. ‘ebo of the bushpig’ 

ebo tsugba 

n. 

g 

Grass used for medicine. 

lit. ‘ebo of the testicle’ 

ebo zunmagi 

n. 

pl 

Weed species; 

cf. ebogi. 

ebo 

n. 

r 

Monitor lizard. 


ebo 

n. 


Weariness; tiredness; 
exhaustion; fatigue; 


ebo 

n. 

ch 

Medicine or charm 

which when put in the foot 
prints of men or animals is 
said to hinder their progress; 

ebo 

n. 


Oil cruet. 


ebo 

a. 


Kernelless; 


ebo 

n. 

fr 

Fruit of the bonu vine. 


ebo 

n. 

a 

Grass binding tied over the 
comers and edges of a roof 
before the thatching is put on; 


ebo 

n. 


Flunter's shout; 

cf. ebawo. 

ebo 

n. 


Shovel full of earth turned off 
the shovel intact. 


ebo...bo 

conj. 


Because; on account of; for; 
for the sake of; 


ebogabo 

adv. 


Therefore; 
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ebogaci 

n. 


Judge; lawyer; 

cf. alikali. 

ebogi 

n. 

Pi 

Weed whose seeds are 
formed on the back of the 
leaves; 

cf. ebo zunmagi. 

ebogi 

n. 

hg 

Discs on the sides of a horse's 
bit; 

cf. dzami. 

ebogi 

n. 

fa 

System of fertilisation (the 
weeds are turned under); 


ebokinyabo 

adv. 


Why; wherefore; 


eboko 

n. 


Gossiping; 

cf. kobo. 

ebo...ma 

V. 


Will not; must not; might not; 

cf. ga...ma. 


ebo 'ti 'o bo. 

n-p. 


Phrase implying It rests with 
you; 


ebu 

n. 


Gusset; very large trousers; 


ebu 

n. 

la 

Pool; stagnant water; deep 
holes in a lake; 


ebu 

n. 


Ashes from a blacksmith's 
fire; 

cf. tutumpere. 

ebu 

n. 


Width; breadth; 

cf. epe, luwasa. 

ebu 

n. 


Cross; 

cf. 3ebu. 

ebu 

n. 

VC 

Vendors' call for ligama, 
native salt. 


ebu 

n. 

y 

Seed yams; suckers. 


ecaba 

n. 


Beginning; 

cf. mafari. 

ecami 

n. 


Blessing; 

cf. alubarika, cami. 

ecawo 

n. 


Hardship; privation; 


ece 

n. 


Extra; what is given as extra 
in trade; 


ece 

n. 

sa 

Salutation common to all 
hunters. 


ece 

n. 

to 

Chisel; 

cf. ekwamaji, taka 

ece ya 'lii 

n. 

sa 

Salutation common to all 
hunters. 


eci 

n. 


Run; 

cf. ecibi, bici. 

eci 

n. 

y 

Yam (general term) 

cf. wo3i. 

ecibi 

n. 


Running; 


ecin 

n. 


Sneeze; 

cf. cincm. 

ecin 

n. 

bf 

Mucus; 


ecin 

n. 

dc 

Dance performed by young 





men; 


ecin 

n. 


Riddle; folktale, story 

cf. cincin. 

ecin 

n. 

Pi 

Indigo plant and dye; 

cf. cancaria, taleki. 

ecinwon 

n. 


Greatness; 

cf. cinwon. 

eda 

n. 


Heap; pile; 


eda 

n. 


Shelter; shed; ceiling; 


eda 

n. 

dr 

Sandal; shoe; boot; 

cf. takaiami. 

eda 

n. 

c 

Sorrel (emagi) seeds. 


eda 

n. 


Drought (during the rainy 
season); 


edaba 

n. 


Stalking; the walking slowly; 

cf. bada. 

eda ga o 

adv. 


Immediately; at once; 
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edagi 

n. 

P 

Fool; 

cf. dagi, wawa. 

edagi 

n. 

to 

Post-hole digger; a crowbar. 


edagi 

n. 


Barber shop in the market. 

cf. edatu, tuda. 

eda 

n. 


Spying; 

eda 

n. 

la 

Ravine; 

cf. dzangbodo, kpankoro. 

eda 

n. 

m 

Fruit-bat; 


eda 

n. 

f 

Fish species. 


edagi 

n. 

P 

Person with six fingers on 
one hand or six toes on one 
foot; 


edasun 

n. 


Fear; fearfulness; timidity; 

cf. dasun. 

edatu 

n. 


Spying; 

cf. tuda. 

ede 

n. 


Argot spoken by horse boys; 


edegi 

n. 

P 

Person with a hare lip. 


Edegi 

p.n. 


Name for Tsoede, the 
founder of the Nupe ruling 
dynasties 


ede 

n. 

tx 

Cloth; 

the vendors' call is la^igba. 

edi edigi 

n. 

P 

Mute; a dumb person; 


edin 

n. 

w 

Deep channel in a river; 

cf. duruku. 

edin 

edin 

n. 

bp 

Vein; artery; cord in the 
body; 


n. 

ff 

Fruit of the black plum tree 

(dinci). 


edin 

n. 


Stone, nut or button used to 
play a game. 



edin 

n. 

fo 

Palm-kernel oil 

the vendors' call is, edin 





lubwo, edin kwobwo. 

edo 

n. 

a 

Lower socket on which a 
door swings, usually sunk in 
the ground; 

cf. kere. 

edo 

n. 

w 

Branch or tributary of a river; 
a creek. 


edo 

n. 

a 

Mud granary; a bam; 

cf. yisa, gama, kpiakpia. 

edo 

n. 


Com cockle; 


wedo 

n. 


Fear; startle; 

cf. dasun; dofi. 

edo 

n. 


Mud. 


edo 

n. 


Weight; 

cf. edolu. 

edo 

n. 


Camp; heap; pile; 

cf. edota, godo. 

edu 

n. 

f 

Sea catfish. Fish species 

Arius spp. cf. duye. 

edu 

n. 

y 

Wild yam. 


edu 

n. 


Smelting furnace; 


Edu 

p.n. 

w 

Niger river; 


edu 

n. 


Taxes; 


edugi 

n. 

f 

Fish species. 


ediisa edukosa 

n. 

w 

Ocean; 

lit. the salt Niger. 

edu wo 'ba a 

Edu 3iko 

n. 

sa 

Salutation for the rank 

Ndaeji; 

lit. the Niger smells no filth. 

p.n. 

w 

Benue river; lit. the black 
Niger. 



edun 

n. 

bp 

thigh; lap; leg above the knee 

cf. egba 

edun 

n. 


Grunt; a groan; 

cf. edungbin. 
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edun (gi) 

n. 

m 

Harnessed antelope. 


edunbapaci 

n. 

P 

Store keeper; steward; 
watchman. 


edunfe 

n. 


Sitting; abiding; staying; 

cf. dunfe, fedun. 

edungbln 

n. 


Grunting; groaning; 

cf. gbindun, 3idun. 

eduni 

n. 


Tumult; excitement; 

cf. nidu. 

edwa 

n. 


Skin of the kunnyi leaf, 

used in making sackcloth and 





myamya mats. 

edza 

n. 

pd 

Sash worn by women. 


edza 

edza edzakukumaku 

n. 

dc 

Traditional dance where both 
men and women dance 
together; 


n. 

sa 

Salutation for the rank 

Tsoyida. 



edza 

n. 

la 

Flooded grass fields; 


edza 

n. 

dc 

Drummer. 


edzon 

n. 


Play; fun; amusement; jest; 
hilarity; 

cf. raha. 

edzo 

n. 


Seed. 


edzogi 

n. 

Pi 

Morning glory plant. 


edzogi 

n. 

c 

Rice cultivar. 


edzoko 

n. 

c 

Rice cultivar. 


edzojici 

n. 


Leader; first. 


edzu 

n. 


Slap (in the face); 

cf. gbadzu. 

edzu 

n. 

c 

Ground bean; 

cf. kparuru. 

edzu 

n. 


Dice; 


edzu 

n. 

i 

Spider. 


edzu 

n. 

a 

Gate in a mud wall; 

cf. dzungi. 

edzubapaci 



See edunbapaci. 


edzugi 

n. 

bp 

Bowels; 


edzun 

edzwa 

n. 

fo 

Body or foundation of eje 
porridge; 


n. 

cc 

Red, black and white fowl; 

cf. bife. 

efa 

n. 

c 

Tiger-nut. 

Cyperus esculentus. 

efa 

n. 


Sheath; sack; skin shed by a 
reptile; 


efa 

n. 


Rest; 

cf. fa. 

efa 

n. 

fo 

Food made from guinea-corn; 


efa 

n. 


Surprise; 


efa 

n. 


Tobacco pipe; 


efa fini 

n. 

f 

Fish species; 

cf. eba. 

efagi kern' 

n. 

g 

Nut used for perfume; 

imported from Hausaland. lit. 
‘small Hausa tiger-nut’. 

efako 

n. 

g 

Sedge 

the roots of which when 
roasted emit a strong perfume. 
Cyperus articulatus. 

efa munugi 

n. 

fo 

Food prepared from guinea- 

cf. maidi. 




corn; 


efangi (’ti bokun) 

n. 

g 

Grass species; 

cf. fangi 'ti bokun. Cyperus 
dilatatus 

efa tsakagi 

n. 

fo 

Food prepared from millet; 

cf. tsakogi. 

efa 

n. 

c 

Vegetable which very much 

used to make bambara. 
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efagi 



resembles a potato in 
appearance; 


n. 

g 

Tough grass used for arrow- 
shafts. 



efe 

n. 

wt 

Wind; air; breeze; cold; 


efegi 

n. 

d 

Small-pox; 

cf. ndako, banagun, 
tsakpanagi. 

efegoyagi 

n. 

a 

Small window or opening in 
a wall for ventilation; 

cf. zufa. 

efe u da gwa 



Said of one who is somewhat 
simple; 


efe efemi 

n. 


Lonesomeness; 

homesickness; 


efia 

adv. 


Gratis; 


efiagi 

n. 

ye 

Yam cultivar; 

cf. eci. 

efia 

n. 

hu 

Two-pronged spear without 
barbs. 

used for spearing fish. 

efia 

n. 

m 

Rat species. 


efin 

n. 


Brass; 


efin 

n. 


Watch; clock, timepiece; 

lit. brass, because so many 




time; o'clock; 

trade clocks were formerly 
made of brass; 

efin 

n. 


Law; commandment; 

lit. bell, which was formerly 




proclamation; 

struck when a law is being 


given out. This practice has 
since ceased in the larger 
towns; the drum having taken 
its place, cf. emiya. 


efin 

n. 


Razor. 


efin 

n. 

c 

Empty head or stalk of the 
guinea-corn after the kernel 
has been removed. 


efin 

n. 


Firmament; the sky; 

cf. sama. 

efin 

n. 

tx 

Measure of cloth roughly 

contains anywhere from 5 to 

efingi 



about 16 yards; 

10 kpere. 

n. 


Whisk; brush; small broom. 


efin 'ti won 

n. 


Razor. 


efo 

n. 


Day; 

cf. wolima. 

efo 

n. 


Hole; space; opening; 

cf. guje. 

efu 

n. 

i 

Wood louse; weevil; 


efii 

n. 


Handle for any instrument; 


efu 

n. 

i 

Honey bees; honey; 


efu 

n. 

t 

Wild date-palm 

the leaves of which are used in 
making fancy mats and hats. 
Phoenix reclinata 

efu 

n. 


Section; district; division of a 
town. 


efu 

n. 

tr 

Traditional offering to the 
spirits to keep away evil and 
sickness; 


efu 

n. 


Chance; 


efugi 

a. 


Y oung; 

cf. fugi. 
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efugi 

n. 

w 

First rise of the river; 

cf. fugi. 

efugi 

n. 


Indisposition; 


efuko 

n. 

d 

Mouth disease among 
children; 


efun 

n. 

mn 

Chalk made from burnt 
bones; starch in trade cloth. 


ega 

n. 


Stranger; 


ega 

n. 

Pi 

Poisonous plant, is also used 

the leaves of which when 




to kill lice on animals; 

beaten in a mortar and spread 
on the surface of a pond, kill 
the fish in it; it 

ega 

n. 


Stockade; palisade; 
barricade; rampart; 
fortification; 


ega 

n. 


Pen; coop; a house for 
domestic animals; 


ega 

n. 


Gall and gall-bag. 


ega 

n. 


Familiar spirit; a witch spirit; 

cf. gaci. 

ega 

n. 

fg 

Dam, built to prevent the 
escape of fish; 


egagi 

n. 

b 

Bird about the size of a dove. 


egap 

n. 


Present (especially of food) 
given to a stranger on arrival; 


egaya 



See gaya. 


ega 

n. 


Word; talk; message; 
announcement; 


ega 

n. 

fg 

Plunge-basket used for 
trapping fish 


egagi 

n. 


Barb; spur; 


egako 

n. 

i 

Large species of white ant; 

cf. eka. 

egba 

n. 


Woodcarver; artisan; expert; 


egba 

n. 


Retaliation; 

cf. egbaga. 

egba 

n. 


Ambassador; governor 
resident. 


egba 

n. 

fr 

Fruit of the wild fig tree; 

cf. gbanci. 

egba 

n. 

fa 

Comer or guiding furrows or 
hills thrown up in a farm 
before the remaining land is 
cultivated; 


egba 

n. 


Game played by children; 

the name is derived from the 
wild figs which they roll; 

egba 

n. 


Axe; lightning bolt; 

cf. radi. 

egba 

n. 

a 

Loose grass or mat fence; 


egba 

n. 


Border on a garment. 


egba 

n. 


Dried up leaves on com 
stalks. 


egba 

n. 


Smallness; littleness; 

cf. gbagba. 

egba 

n. 

ti 

Rank among the river tribe 

Salutation for this rank is 




(Kyadya) next in order to the 
king. 

Lerama. 

egba 

n. 


Leg; prong; 


egba 

n. 

fr 

Fruit of the gbaci fig tree. 
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egbado 

n. 


Exalting. 


egbaga 

n. 


Retaliating; 

cf. gagba. 

egbagi 

n. 

f 

Silversides, fish species. 

Alestes spp. 

egbagi 

n. 

po 

Pot with a large mouth; 


egbagi 

n. 


Pimple; wart; 


egbagi 

n. 

wp 

Necklace composed of red 
and white beads. 


egbagi ganiga 

n. 

wp 

Battle axe; war hatchet. 


egbakia 

n. 


Deceiving; 

cf. kiagba, zwalunci, 
aliizwalhmi. 

egbalugi 

n. 

b 

Woodpecker. 


egbamagi 

n. 

d 

Form of cholera morbus. 


egbangi 

n. 

f 

Fish species; 


egbazaga 

n. 

f 

Fish species. 


egban 

egban 

n. 


Wisdom; sense; knowledge; 
prudence; 

cf. kpikpe. 

cf. egbandin. 

n. 


Striving; 

egban 

n. 


Entrance; approach; open 
space; 


egban 

n. 


Pruning stick. 


egban 

n. 

bf 

Blood; substance; honey; 


egban 

n. 


String; twine; cord; rope. 

cf. dingban. 

egbandin 

n. 


Striving; 

egbangi 

n. 


Feather cord worn around the 
neck. 


egbanlegban 

n. 


Snore; 

cf. gbanlegban. 

egbanji 

n. 

wp 

Sword belt; 

cf. amila. 

egbe 

n. 

dc 

Dance of the Kyadya 


egbe 

n. 


Flunt; chase; 


egbe 

n. 


Collective work; work-bee; 


egbegi 

n. 

an 

Small red ant, usually found 
about oil. 


egbia 

a. 


Old; 

cf. gbako. 

egbin 

n. 


Poison ordeal 

now long-since discontinued 

egbin 

n. 


Destruction; 

cf. gbin. 

egbian 

n. 

hu 

Bow string; 


egbianko 

n. 

V 

Vine used for medicinal 





purposes. 


egbo 

n. 


Medicine. 


egbo 

n. 


Fie; falsehood; 

cf. gamana. 

egbo 

n. 

bm 

Ulcer; sore; 

cf. etin. 

egbo 

n. 

P 

Prostitute; 

cf. nyacidaci. 

egbo 

n. 


Shooter used in playing the 
game egba. 


egbo 

n. 

bp 

Forehead; 


egbogi 

n. 

bd 

Valuable stones worn about 
the waist by women. 


ege 

n. 

dk 

Focal beer made from 





guinea-corn; 


ege 

n. 


Goodness; 

cf. ge. 

ege 

excl. 

sa 

Salutation for the rank 



Tsadza. 
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egi 

n. 

bf 

Tear; 


egi 

n. 


Child; the young of any 
animal; a doll; an assistant; 
the clapper on a bell; a period 
in writing; a free bom child 
(as compared with a slave); 


egi 

n. 

i 

Kola nut weevil 


egi 

n. 


Eating. 


egia 

n. 

bf 

Blood; 


egm 

n. 

pl 

Moss; slime; algae 


egiri 

n. 

sa 

Salutation for the rank 

Letswa. 


egiti 

n. 


Crying; weeping; howling; 

cf. tigi, egunkpo. 

ego 

n. 

f 

Fish species. 


egogi 

n. 

f 

Fish species. 


egoko 

n. 

f 

Fish species. 


ego 

n. 

i 

Worm; 


ego 

n. 

g 

Grass (general term) 

also applies to a number of 
small plants such as quillworts 

ego bata 

n. 

g 

Swamp grass (general term) 


ego dokb 

n. 

g 

Horse grass. 


ego gingini 

n. 


Toothpick. 


egosu 

n. 


Fastidiousness; 

cf. sungo. 

egu 

n. 


Blacksmith's shrine 


> * 
egu 

n. 

f 

Catfish. Fish sp. 

Auchenoglanis spp. cf. egugi. 

egu 

n. 


Inheritance; possession to be 
inherited; 


egun 

n. 


Yell; screech; 

cf. kpogun. 

egun 

n. 

mn 

Red clay. 


egu 

n. 


Evil; ill; 

cf. bata. 

egu 

n. 


Sickness; illness; disease; 

egun 

n. 

bp 

Buttocks; 

cf. biye. 

egun 

n. 

wf 

Soldier who extorted money 
from the people. 


egungi 

n. 

f 

Fish species. 


egunkpo 

egunleci 

n. 


Screeching; yelling; 
bellowing; 


n. 

P 

Guard; picket; night 
watchman. 



egwa 

n. 

t 

Tree species, 

the fruit of which is used to 
make poison for arrows. 

egwa 

n. 

b 

African weaver bird; 

cf. gwangi. 

egwa 

n. 

bp 

Hand; arm; fin; front leg of 
an animal; edge of cloth; 
fringe; a charm said to enable 
one to shoot accurately. 


egwagi 

n. 

f 

Fish species. 


egwagutagi 

n. 

sh 

Small bush, the leaves grow 
in threes. 


eje 

n. 

fo 

Guinea-com porridge; 
porridge; 


eje 

n. 

w 

Current, tide, flow, or ebb of 
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water; 


ejegi 

n. 

c 

Maize cultivar 


eji 

n. 


Wretch; a contemptible 
person; 

cf. ezatsunci. 

ejiko 

n. 

ti 

Rank among native princes. 
The salutation is LakawuJI. 


ejinda 

n. 


Thanking; the prostrating; 
thanks; 


eka 

n. 

d 

Ringworm. 


eka 

n. 


Time; period; 

cf. kami. 

eka 

n. 


Chores; task; share of work; 


eka 

n. 

fa 

Long row or hills in the farm. 


eka 

n. 

i 

White ant; termite. 


eka 

n. 


Charcoal. 


eka 

n. 


Head-pad 


eka 

n. 


Splinter. 


eka 

n. 


Extra kola nut set out with 
each hundred nuts. 


eka 

n. 


Pretence; slyness; 

cf. ekaci. 

eka 

n. 


Information; 

cf. ekanya. 

ekaci 

n. 


Pretending; 

cf. cika. 

ekagi 

n. 

i 

Anthill built by black ants. 


ekagi 

n. 

pd 

Camel hair necklace; the 
black ring around a dove's 
neck. 


ekagi 

n. 

a 

Battens of a roof, usually oil 
palm branches; 

cf. ela. 

ekagi 

n. 


Waiting place. 


ekagi 

n. 

an 

Small white ant; 

cf. eka. 

ekanya 

n. 


Informing; 

cf. nyaka. 

eka 

n. 

tp 

Palm-nut fibre after the oil 
has been extracted. 


eka 

eka 

n. 

fo 

Scrapings of food from 
cooking pots; 


n. 


Perfume; aroma; scent; 


eka 

n. 

tp 

Thom; sliver; 


eka 

n. 


Head; a cluster; 


eka 

n. 


Hindrance; 


ekaci bokun 

n. 

t 

White thorn bush. 

Acacia albida. ? caique from 
Hausa 

ekagi 

n. 


Butteris, or hoof paring knife. 


eke(gi) 

n. 

m 

Antelope species. 


eki 

n. 

ch 

Charm or medicine said to 
prevent a knife from cutting; 

cf. eku, tari. 

ekln 

n. 


Needle; 


ekln 

n. 


Rising; 

cf. ekinna, nakln. 

ekinna 

n. 


Rising; resurrection; 

cf. klnna. 

eko 

n. 


Rot; woodworm 


eko 

n. 

fr 

Shea-butter nut (the flesh, not 
the kernel); 

cf. eko. 

eko 

n. 


Oldness; ripeness; 

cf. ko. 

eko 

n. 

P 

Tramp; a pauper; 

cf. etsa. 
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eko 

n. 

m 

Antelope species. 


eko 

n. 

ca 

Seat or plank placed across a 





canoe; 


eko 

n. 


Soap. 


eko 

n. 

fi¬ 

Shea-butter nut (the kernel 
only); 

cf. eko. 

eko 

n. 

lm 

Horse-hair snare; 


eko 

n. 

bp 

Fist. 


eko(gi) 

n. 

bp 

gizzard; the heart organ. 


eko be 'ku nyi 

excl. 

sa 

Salutation for the rank 

Ndakotsu. 


ekogi 

n. 

d 

Skin disease; the itch. 


ekogi 

n. 

m 

Antelope species. 


ekogi tukpa 

n. 

sh 

Shrub. 


ekpa 

n. 

bp 

Shoulder. 


ekpa 

n. 


Height; length 


ekpa 

n. 

wv 

Frame of an upright weaving 
loom. 


ekpa 

n. 

hi 

Ladder; a pair of steps; stairs; 

cf. dagun. 

ekpa 

n. 


Path; 


ekpa 

n. 


Cough; 


ekpa ekpagi 

n. 


Ribbon; 


ekpa 

n. 


Snail, the shell is used by 
boys as a top to spin; 


ekpa 

a. 


Poor, scamped; 


ekpa 

n. 

hu 

Arrow. 


ekpabitagi 

n. 

g 

Grass that breaks leaving a 
V-shaped notch like the nock 
of an arrow 

also ekpakotagi and sabanigi 

ekpa din 

n. 


Reaching on tiptoes; 

cf. din. 

ekpagi 

n. 

f 

Fish species. 


ekpagi 

n. 


Small perfume case; 

cf. bata. 

ekpagi 

n. 

g 

Cane. 


ekpagi nya 'go 

n. 


Prickly seeds of certain 
grasses. 


ekpako 



See wari. 


ekpakotagi 

n. 

g 

Grass that breaks leaving a 
V-shaped notch like the nock 
of an arrow 

also ekpabitagi and sabanigi 

ekpa kporo 

n. 

VC 

Vendors' call for kparuru, 
fresh groundnuts. 


ekpata 

n. 


Custom of giving a present 
and expecting a better one in 
return; 

cf. tsakpa. 

ekpati nya bindiga 

n. 

wp 

Hammer of a firearm. 


ekpatu 

n. 


Influence; assistance; 

cf. dilili. 

ekpan 

ekpa n 

n. 

hi 

Wooden bucket; pail; box; 
trough; 

cf. kpati. 

n. 

ti 

Rank among the river men, 

the salutations for which are, 

Tsukun la n gboka, Kamu 






wuru. 

ekpan 

n. 

P 

Widower; a young man 
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without a wife. 


ekpa 

n. 

c 

Guinea-corn. 


ekpan 

n. 


Opposite bank. 


ekpe 

n. 


Key for a lock; 

cf. egiyeko. 

ekpe 

n. 


Grass used to cover a load. 


ekpe 

n. 

w 

Deep channel; 

cf. duruku, edin. 

ekpiada 

n. 


Meekness; 

cf. ejinda, dakpia. 

ekpin 

n. 


Heaviness; 

cf. ekpinlu, kpinlu, lukpin. 

ekpo 

n. 

P 

Widow; 


ekpo 

n. 

a 

Post; pillar; column; buttress; 


ekpo 

n. 


Abode; abiding place; sitting 
place; 

cf. edunfe. 

ekpo 

n. 


Row; line; 

cf. esun. 

ekpo 

n. 


Load; burden; 

cf. kara. 

ekpo 

n. 

c 

Maize cultivar; 

cf. kaba. 

ekpogi 

n. 

da 

Pony; 

cf. kuru. 

ekpoti 

n. 

a 

Raised place in the floor 
where people sit. 


eku 

n. 

ap 

Hoof; the hock; 


eku 

n. 


Nudge; 

cf. kaku. 

eku 

n. 

mi 

Struck tortoise shell; 

used for the enya dukun 
ensemble 

eku 

n. 

tr 

Hell 


eku 

n. 


Oldness; fadedness; 

cf. kuku. 

eku 

n. 

ch 

Medicine or charm said to 
prevent a knife from cutting; 

cf. eki. 

ekun 

n. 


Corpse; carcass. 


ekun 

n. 


War; battle; fray; combat; 

cf. gunkun. 

ekungi 

n. 


Oiphan. 


ekungun 

n. 


Warring; the fighting; 


ekwa 

n. 

fg 

Scoop net. 


ekwa 

n. 

fo 

Food made from guinea-corn. 


ekwa 

n. 

wp 

Flat bladed spear. 


ekwagi 

n. 


Skein of thread. 


ekwamaji 

ekwa 

n. 

to 

Chisel like end of a spear, 
opposite the piercing end. 

cf. ece, taka, 

n. 

b 

Bird species, 


ekwa 

n. 

i 

Millipede. 


ela 

n. 


Frond, used as battens in 
making a roof; 

cf. ekagi. 

ela 

n. 


Splint. 


ela 

n. 

ap 

Comb and gills of birds. 


ela 

n. 

w 

Flood land. 


ela(gi) 

n. 

b 

Small bird. 

which is very destructive to 
the standing com. 

ela 

n. 

fa 

Division in a farm; 


elagi elangi 

n. 

f 

Fish species. 


elatu 

n. 


Revelation; 

cf. tula. 

ele 

n. 

wt 

Rain 


ele 

n. 


Sleep; 


ele 

n. 


Pruning stick; 

cf. egban. 

ele 

n. 


Fibre, rope, or wire strung for 
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a purpose; 


ele 

n. 


Pliability; flexibility; 

cf. bele. 

ele 

n. 


Past; 


ele 

n. 


Gain; profit; 


eleba 

n. 


Reproaching; taunting; 

cf. bale. 

ele be 'fe nyi 

n. 


Pelting rain; 

lit. rain and wind. 

elegi 

n. 

b 

Parrot 

very destructive to standing 





maize. 

eleje 

n. 

a 

Rain ditch or gutter. 


elekpangi 

n. 


Drizzling rain. 


elesa 

n. 


Waking; 

cf. sale. 

eletu 

n. 


Spying; 


eli 

n. 

e 

Character; manner; 
disposition; way; behaviour; 
conduct; 

cf. ali. 

eli 



See eri. 


elo 

n. 


After-birth. 


elo 

n. 


Kind; equivalent; 

cf. dalo. 

elo 

n. 

m 

Kob (antelope). 

Kobus kob. 

elo 

n. 

fl¬ 

Locust fruit 

cf. lonci. 

elo 

n. 

ap 

Elephant's trunk. 


elo 

n. 


Traditional festival; 


elo 

n. 


Row; line; 

cf. esun. 

elo 

n. 


Slate for writing on. 


elo 

n. 

dr 

Gore or gusset in a garment; 


elo 

n. 


Water game. 


elo 

n. 


Debt; credit; c 

f. dalo, gbata. 

elogi 

n. 


See elo. 


elopa 

n. 


Revenging; 

cf. palo, egbaga. 

elo tukpa 

n. 

sh 

Shrub. 

‘kob’s ear’ 

elu 

n. 


Thrashing; beating; 
whipping; 


elii 

n. 

b 

Bird. 


elu be nyika nyi 

n. 

sa 

Salutation for the rank 

Sokiara; 

lit. a bird with teeth. 

elu dzuru 

n. 

sa 

Salutation for the rank 

Kpotun. 


elugi nya ewo 

n. 

em 

Design worked on a garment. 


eluko 16 'gba elugi abici 

n. 

sa 

Salutation for the rank Nda 

lit; when a big bird lights in a 




Kpwotwo, the chief of 

Tsaragi; 

tree the little ones leave. 

Elu kpada 

p.n. 

ti 

Chief of Kpada, saluted 
Agaba. 


eluwu 

n. 


Thrashing; 

cf. wulu. 

elwa 

n. 


Funnel; 

cf. erwa, lwa. 

elwagi 

n. 


Marl. 


ema 

n. 

wp 

Two pronged spear. 


ema 

n. 

bp 

Cheek; 

cf. mapa, gbakun. 

ema 

n. 


Sweetness; happiness. 


ema 

n. 


Association; communion; 

cf. emapa. 

ema 

n. 


Rule; measure. 


ema 

n. 


Large grass sack used to hold 
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corn. 


emagi 

n. 

i 

Mosquito. 


emagi 

n. 

c 

Sorrel; roselle 

Hibiscus sabdariffa. 

emagi 

n. 

m 

Serval 


emagi gbakun 

n. 

ap 

Tusks of a wild boar; 

also called gara. 

emapa 

n. 


Communing; associating; 

cf. pama. 

ema kudu yekoyi 

n. 

VC 

Vendors' call for kudo. 


ema tsudd Ji lozun a 

n. 

pl 

Grass resembling millet 

lit. the happiness of rival wives 
never lasts until the evening. 

ema wawa 

n. 

VC 

Vendors' call for emagi. 


emi 

n. 


Oil; fat; grease. 


emi 

n. 


Mouth; opening; brink; edge; 
point; voice; speech. 


emi 

n. 


Dew; 

cf. emya. 

emi 

n. 

a 

Compound; enclosure. 


emya 

n. 


Dew; 

cf. emi. 

emibo 

n. 


Deposing; 

cf. homi. 

emifia 

n. 


Despising; 

cf. fiami. 

emigbo 

n. 


Argument; 

cf. gbomi. 

emigi 

n. 


Narrow margin. 


emigo 

n. 


Answer; reply; 
acknowledgement; 

cf. gomi. 

emiga 

n. 


Word of mouth; 

cf. garni. 

emigun 

n. 


Conspiracy; 


emi gwa dana 

n. 

VC 

Vendors' call for shea-butter. 


emiko 

n. 


Wide margin. 


emiko 

n. 

fo 

Shea-butter; 

cf. mikote. 

emila 

n. 


Ridicule; jest; sarcasm; 

cf. tsama. 

emilegunci, emiletsogunci 

n. 


Neighbour. 


emina 

n. 

is 

Hell. 


emisa 

n. 


Salutation; greeting; 

cf. misa. 

emijia 

n. 

sa 

Salutation for the rank 

Duwalu. 


emita 

n. 


Noise; clatter; clamour. 


emiya 

n. 


Law; command; 
proclamation; 

cf. garni. 

emiye 

n. 


Twisting or twitching of the 
mouth. 


emu 

n. 

i 

Dermestid beetle; the leather 
bug; 


emu 

n. 

fr 

Fruit of the muci tree. 


emu 

n. 


Tastiness; 

cf. mu. 

emugi 

n. 

to 

Blacksmith's tongs; forceps; 
pinchers; tweezers. 


emugi 

a. 


Boneless (fish). 


emugi yisa 

n. 


Vendors' call for yisa. 


emiinya 

n. 


Coaxing; enticing; 

cf. nyamu. 

ena 

n. 


Fire; flame; blaze. 


ena 

n. 

z 

Mammals (general term) 


ena 

n. 


Dream. 


ena 

n. 


Leaves or sprouts of grass. 


ena 

n. 

i 

Louse. 
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ena 

n. 


Fancy work; embroidery; 
engraving; design. 


ena 

n. 


Company; class; band; 
clique; caste. 


ena bibiri 

n. 


Burnt grass carried by the 
wind. 


ena cikara 

n. 


Embers; hot coals. 


enadin 

n. 


Burning; the scorching; 

cf. din 'na. 

ena etsu 

excl. 

VC 

Vendors' call for kuru. 


enaga enagaci 

n. 

d 

Shingles; 

cf. ena yeji. 

enagban 

n. 

sa 

Salutation for the rank Baka. 


enagbakun 

n. 

m 

Manatee; river cow. 

Trichechus senegalensis. cf. 

ena nuwon 

enagintsu 

n. 

pl 

Very poisonous plant; 

lit. animal eat me and die; cf. 

saci. 

enamikpe 

n. 

eh 

Medicine or charm said to 
keep the mouth of wild 
animals closed. 


enangi 

n. 

da 

Domesticated animals; 

cf. ena, nangi. 

enanko 

n. 

da 

Cattle; 

cf. nanko. 

ena nuwon 

n. 

m 

Manatee; river cow; 

cf. enagbakun. 

enatsara 

n. 

sa 

Salutation for the rank Gabi 

sayidi. 


ena yeji ena yeJitso3i 

n. 

d 

Shingles; 

cf. enaga. 

eniagi 

n. 

b 

Night-jar. 


enl 

num. 


One. 


enl 

n. 


Song. 


eni 

n. 

fo 

Sauce; gravy. 


eni 

n. 

dr 

Loin cloth; 

cf. bente. 

enigba 

n. 


Singer; 

cf. duwalu. 

enfko 

n. 


Singing; 

cf. koni. 

enikoci 

n. 


Singer; 

cf. duwalu. 

enigi kocita 

n. 

Pl 

Small herb used in making a 
certain sauce. 


enimigo 

n. 


Accompaniment. 


enu 

n. 


Euphorbia used for fencing, 
‘cactus’ 


enu 

n. 

fa 

Eloeing; farming; 

cf. nunu. 

enu 

n. 


Wake; track. 


enu 

n. 


Perspiration; sweat. 


enu 

n. 

V 

Vine. 


enukpa 

n. 


Perspiring; 

cf. kpanu. 

enu nu 

n. 


Eloeing; 

cf. nunu. 

enya 

n. 


Thing; an article. 

cf. nyanya, banya. 

enya 

n. 

fc 

Dance; 

enyanya 

n. 


Dancing; swaying; swinging; 

cf. nyanya. 

enya 

n. 


File; rasp. 


enya 

n. 

mi 

Drum (general term) 

usually refers to a large two- 


headed barrel-drum played 
with a hooked stick. 
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n. 

Result; outcome; affair; 
proceedings; 

enyawu 

n. 

Result; outcome. 

enya 

a. 

Vulgar; bad; rude; filthy. 

enyi 

n. 

Relative; 

enyi 

n. 

Hair; fur; down; fibre. 

enyi 

n. 

i Large flying termite 


enyi 

n. 

d 

Rash, usually found among 
children. 

enyiga 

n. 


Reproach; insult; 

enyi kuci 

n. 

i 

Small insect. 

epa 

n. 

b 

Crane; 

epa 

n. 


Leather; hide; skin; 
sometimes applied to paper. 

epa 

n. 


Floor-pounder 

epa 

n. 


Bundle (of com). 

epako 

n. 

g 

Grass 

epe 

n. 


Spoiling; 

epe 

n. 


Width; breadth; broadness. 

epego 

n. 


Width. 

epiagi 

n. 

m 

Tree-squirrel; 

epin 

n. 

f 

Fish species. 

epin 

n. 


Slap. 

epin 

n. 

c 

Seeds of the paragi melon. 

epo 

n. 

da 

Castrated animal. 

epo(ko) 

epogi 

n. 

g 

Coarse grass like guinea- 
corn. 

See epo. 

epogi 

n. 


Rupture; 

epuko 

n. 

g 

Coarse grass like guinea- 
corn. 

epun 

n. 

mi 

Upturned calabash used to 
drum on. 

eri 

n. 


Witness; seal; sign; mark. 

eri 

n. 


Runners. 

erikpe 

n. 


Difference; sign; 

eriatwa 

n. 


Gift; present; donation. 

eru 

n. 

fo 

Cooked yam; 

erwa 

n. 

me 

Medicine made from all 
kinds of roots. 

erwa 

n. 


Funnel; 

erwagi 

n. 

P 

Dwarf; a deformed person 


Additional information 


cf. enyawii, wunya. 


cf. nyici, dangi. 

which come out after a rain 
and gathers around a fire; they 
are roasted and eaten. 

cf. ga'nyi. 
cf. nyiwanyiwa. 

used for binding, 
cf. pe. 

See epe. 

idiomatic; a shrewd, sharp 
eyed person. 


See epuko. 

cf. kwonwogi. 
See epoko. 

cf. kperi. 
cf. ecikun. 

cf. elwa. 
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who cannot walk. 



esa 

n. 


Chair; bench; stool; seat; 





saddle. 


esa 

n. 

fg 

Seine. 


esa 

n. 


Pole formerly used to impale 





prisoners. 


esa 

n. 


Distaff. 


esa 

n. 


Fermentation. 


esa 

n. 


Niceness; prettiness; 

cf. sara. 

esa 

n. 


Midnight; 

cf. sadu. 

esagi 

n. 

g 

Grass 

used for thatching and brooms. 

esagi luko 

n. 

g 

Bristly foxtail grass 

Setaria pallidifusca. 

esagi 

n. 


Fillet; headband. 


esata 

n. 

g 

Grass 

from which local salt, ligama, 





was formerly made. 

esa 

n. 

inn 

Salt. 


esa 

n. 

mi 

Bell; 

cf. kule. 

esa 

n. 


Birds’ nest. 


esa 

n. 


News; tidings; 

cf. labari, sa. 

esa 

n. 

mi 

Jingles or rattles tied about 





the ankles while dancing. 


esa 

n. 


Shaking; moving; 

cf. esasa. 

esa 

n. 


Tiredness; feverishness. 


esagi lukuku 

n. 

pl 

Water weed 

cf. tsamvogi. 

esagi tankpolo 

n. 

g 

Swamp grass. 


esavogi 

n. 

pl 

Water weed; 

cf. esagi lukuku. 

esasa 

n. 


Shaking; moving; 

cf. sasa. 

eso 

n. 

pl 

Plant 

whose seeds are used to make 





sauce. 

eso 

n. 

bd 

Last bead put on a string of 





beads. 


esoba 

n. 


Fliding place. 


esoba gbakun 

n. 

t 

Tree species. 


esogi luko 

n. 

g 

Grass species. 

lit. ‘pigeon sesame’ 

esoke 

n. 


Picking one’s way; 

cf. keso. 

esun 

n. 


Core of a boil or pimple. 


esun 

n. 


Breath. 


esun 

n. 


To-morrow. 


esun 

n. 

w 

Island. 


esun 

n. 


Row; a line; 

cf. ekpo, elo. 

esunga 

n. 


Annoyance; 

cf. sunga. 

esunsun 

n. 


Breathing; puffing; 

cf. sunsun. 

esunta 

n. 


Straightness; 

cf. tasun. 

eswa 

n. 


Section; division; 

cf. efu. 




department; 


eswa 

n. 


Particular; 

cf. jin swa, sungo. 
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e/e 

n. 

fg 

Gill net; 

a net stretched across a stream. 

e/e 

n. 


Barrenness; leaflessness. 


e/e 

n. 


Spirit. 

cf. kun/e. 

e/ekun 

n. 


Inviting; 

e/ebo 

n. 


Cooking; 

cf. bo/e. 

e/e cigban 

n. 

t 

Tree species. 


e/egi 

n. 

mt 

Mat for a door way. 


ejT 

n. 

t 

Tree species 

which bears a very large fruit, 
the seeds of which are edible. 

eji 

num. 


Score; twenty. 


e/i(gi) 

n. 

da 

Dog. 


eji wawagi 

n. 

m 

Jackal. 


e/i 

n. 


Game like drafts. 


ejlkun 

n. 


See e/ekun. 


e/ya 

n. 

t 

Tree species, 

the fruit of which is edible. 

e/i a 

n. 

b 

Fish eagle. 


ejlako 

n. 

m 

Common mole. 


e/igi 

n. 

da 

Dog; 

cf. e/i. 

ejigi nuwon 

n. 

m 

Otter 


ejlko 

n. 

d 

Skin disease, 

the skin rises in thick ridges 
and lumps. 

ejlko bata 

n. 

m 

Shrew. 


ejtn 

n. 

bp 

Waist; hip. 


eJTn vunnu 

n. 

bp 

Pelvis opening. 


ejln kukuru 

n. 

bp 

Base of the spine; the pelvis. 


eJTn 

n. 

f 

Fish species. 


eta 

n. 


Gap; 

said of cloth where some of 
the waip is tom out. 

eta 

n. 


Notch or fork at the end of a 
pole. 


eta 

n. 


Sash. 


eta 

n. 


Node. 


eta 

n. 


Stride; pace. 


eta etako 

n. 


Large boughs or limbs of 
trees; 

cf. gwala. 

eta' 

n. 


History; pedigree; tradition; 
lineage; genealogy; 

cf. kpinta. 

eta 

n. 


Small hole in an oil cruise. 


eta 

n. 


Pain. 


eta 

n. 


Haste; speed. 


etaba 

n. 


Forgetfulness; 

absentmindedness; 

cf. bata. 

ete 

n. 

ca 

Paddle; oar. 


ete 

n. 


Rubber; bird lime; gum. 


eti 

n. 


Head; end; top; point; frontal; 
bundle; edge (of cloth). 


etia 

n. 

hi 

Wooden tray. 


etiagi 

n. 

i 

Small cricket. 


etm 

n. 

bm 

Wound; flaw; ulcer; abscess. 


etmgin 

n. 


Grumbling; murmuring; 

cf. gintin. 

etizo 

n. 


End; the finish; 

cf. ezoba. 

eto 

n. 


Abuse 

cf. toko. 
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eto 


n. 

g 

Grass 

used for thatching, for tying 
yam-bundles. The fibre is 
made into a triple strand rope 
and used to weave eka, the 
quoins for water-pots. 

eto 


n. 


Submission. 


eto 


n. 


Height; 

cf. etoke. 

eto 


n. 

la 

Patch of grass; 

a place not farmed; an oasis on 
a sand bank. 

eto 


n. 

so 

Name of a certain song. 


etoke 


n. 


Height; 

cf. keto. 

etsa 


n. 


Mark; cut; engraving; design; 
colour; stripe; wrinkle. 


etsa 




Pauper; vagrant; vagabond; 

cf. eko. 

etsa 

etsama 


n. 


Laughter; laugh; snicker; 
smile; grin; 

cf. matsa. 

cf. matsa. 


n. 


Laughing; 

etso 


n. 

po 

Long necked pot. 

traditionally stacked in the 
back of women’s houses as a 
prestige possession. Used by 
women for storage. Now 
largely replaced by enamel 
bowls. 

etsogo 


excl. 


Exclamation of surprise. 


etsu 


n. 

m 

Rat (general term) 


etsu 


n. 


King; ruler. 


etsu 


n. 

to 

Hammer. 


etsu 


n. 


Manhood. 


etsu 


n. 

t 

Tree species, 

may be the cork tree. 

etsu 


n. 

fg 

Cork or float fastened to fish 

made from bamboo or the bark 





nets and harpoons; 

of the etsu tree. 

etsun 


n. 

s 

Cobra. 


etsun 


n. 


Kick; 

cf. cetsun. 

etsumpa 


n. 


Vanishing; 

cf. patsun. 

etswa 


n. 


Sheath; 

cf. efa. 

etswa 


n. 


Moon; mouth. 


etswa 


n. 


Smell; stink; stench; odour. 


etu 


n. 


Graft; a parasite; an orchid. 


etu 


a. 


Old; aged. 


etun 


n. 


Work; business; duty; labour; 
toil. 


etun 


n. 


Pestle; 

cf. gin tun. 

etun 


n. 


Log. 


etun yi 'ba donci o 

excl. 

sa 

Salutation for the rank 

lit. the pestle is the husband of 





Nakoki; 

the mortar. 

etwagi 


n. 


Clippings; trimmings; 
cuttings. 


eva 


n. 

mn 

Lead; solder. 


evo 


n. 

go 

Calabash; a gourd. 


evun 


n. 

me 

Antidote; a medicine to 
render harmless. 


evun 


n. 

a 

Wattle house; a hut; a booth; 
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a tabernacle. 


evun 

n. 

f 

Fish species. 


evungi 

n. 

m 

Bush cat. 


evwa 

n. 

s 

Ferocious snake. 


ewa 

n. 

s 

Snake; reptile; serpent. 


ewa 

a. 


Oblong. 


ewa 

n. 


Clay tubes in a forge which 
convey the wind from the 
bellows to the fire. 


ewa 

adv. 


Together; conjointly; 

cf. wanko. 

ewa 

n. 

a 

Eaves. 


ewa 

n. 

fo 

Cooked beans. 


ewa be ela nyi 

excl. 

sa 

Salutation for the rank 

Somagani; 

lit. a snake with wattles. 

ewo 

n. 

mo 

Cowry shell; money; 
currency; cash; cost; expense. 


ewo 

n. 


Garment; robe; tobe; shirt; 
coat. 


ewo 

n. 


Hills or furrows thrown up in 
the farms for planting. 


ewoce 

n. 


Trade; barter. 


ewogi 

n. 

bm 

Boil; 

cf. sun, gizogi. 

ewogi 

n. 

hi 

Metal spoon. 


ewogici 

n. 

t 

Tree species and its fruit, 

which is used for a cough 
medicine. 

ewon 

n. 


Pregnancy. 


ewon 

n. 


Lie; falsehood; 

cf. gamana. 

ewon 

ewondu 

n. 

w 

Lake; any large depression of 
land flooded by the river. 

cf. duwon. 

n. 


Considering; the calculating; 

ewu 

n. 


Puckering; 

cf. jin 'wu. 

ewu 

n. 


Hot-headed person. 

cf. etswa. 

ewu 

n. 


Perfume; odour; smell; 

ewun 

n. 


Trouble; grievance; malice; 
quarrel; anger; 

cf. fuji, sunwun, 3ewun. 

cf. egun kansanagi. 

ewun 

n. 


Swelling; 

ewugi 

n. 

f 

Fish species; 

cf. magbo. 

ewunna 

n. 


Rebuke; the rebuking; 
upbraiding; 

cf. nawun. 

ewuji 

n. 


Determining; 

cf. Jiwu. 

ewuti 

n. 


Cheering; yelling; 
screeching; 

cf. tiwu, kawu. 

eya 

n. 

m 

African buffalo; bush cow. 

Syncerus caffer; 

eya 

n. 


Yawn; 

cf. yaya. 

eya 

n. 


Stench; 

cf. etswa. 

eya 

n. 


Year. 


eya 

n. 

ca 

Canoe; boat; barge; a boat of 
any kind. 


eya 

n. 


Great grandchild. 


eya 

n. 


Friend; companion; associate. 


eya 'ba yawo 

n. 


Friend of the bridegroom; 



best man. 
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eyada 

n. 


Friendship; companionship. 


Eyagi 

p.n. 

et 

Y oruba 


eya kinma 

n. 

f 

Fish sp. 


eyan 

excl. 


Exclamation expressing pain; 

cf. eye. 

eyasa 

n. 

f 

Fish species. 


eye 

n. 


Eye; face; visage; form; side. 


eye 

prep. 


Before; ahead of. 


eye 

n. 

ap 

Flomy patch on a horse's leg 
above the knee. 


eye 

n. 


Name; 

cf. kaye, suna. 

eye dzuru 

n. 


liver 


eye 3iko 

n. 


liver 


eye 

n. 

bp 

Nose. 


eye 

n. 


Used in combination with 
other words for some body 
organs. 


eye 

adv. 


No; 

cf. awa. 

eye 

excl. 


Expression denoting pain; 

cf. eyan. 

eye 

n. 


Flole or burrow made by ants, 
worms, crickets, etc. 


eyekpa 

n. 


Thinking; 

cf. yekpa. 

eyeya 

n. 


Stupidity; 

cf. yaye. 

eyeye 

n. 


Plumpness; 

cf. yeye. 

eyi 

n. 


Sun; 

cf. yigidi. 

eyigi 

n. 

pl 

Weed species. 


eyigi 

n. 

i 

Beetle much like a 
cockroach. 


eyigi 

n. 

g 

Reed. 

also the name of a double-reed 
sound-producer made from it. 

eyi 

n. 

c 

Cereal 


eza 

n. 

g 

Cane; reed. 


eza 

n. 


Body of a garment. 


eza 

n. 


Person; fellow; individual. 


eza 

n. 


Camwood. 


eza 

n. 


Journey; walk; travel; march. 


ezaba 

n. 


Conversation; gossip; 

cf. baza. 

ezagi 

n. 


Runner; one who runs before 
a horseman. 


ezo 

n. 

sa 

Salutation for Nda kuti. 


ezo 

n. 

me 

Medicine rubbed on the face 
in order to find the thief. 


ezo 

n. 


Perseverance; persistence. 


ezo 

n. 

c 

Cowpeas 


ezoba 

n. 


End; the finish; 

cf. etizo. 

ezun 

n. 

hi 

Perforated oven, used for 
smoking fish, etc. 


ezun 

n. 

mn 

Potters' clay. 


ezun 

n. 


Dead cinders. 


ezun 

n. 

bp 

Crotch of the legs. 


ezun 

n. 

a 

Roof; thatch; 

cf. sankpere. 

ezun 

n. 


Stitch or sharp pain in the 
side. 
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ezungi 

n. 

tx 

Cloth with a very open mesh; 

cf. ezun. 

e3e 

n. 

wv 

Woof of cloth. 


e3e 

n. 

f 

Catfish. 


e3e 

n. 


Answer; reply; 

cf. ga3e. 

e3egi 

n. 


Game like drafts. 


e3i 

n. 


City; town. 


e3i 

n. 


Egg- 


e 3in 

n. 

hu 

Cage trap. 


e3in 

n. 

w 

Whirlpool; eddy. 


e3isa 

n. 


Shame; 

cf. zunye. 


F. 

fa 

V. 


To rest; be quiet; hush; 

cf. cinta. 

fa 

adv. 


Indeed; used only to 
emphasise a negative or 
interrogative sentence; 

cf. ba, re. 

fa 

V. 


To be dry; 

cf. wo, sa. 

faboye 

V. 


To be covetous; to be greedy; 

cf. kodari, faye. 

faci 

n. 


Farmhand; servant. 


fada 

n. 


Spread of mats; a lounge; a 
sofa. 


fafa 

n. 


Day break; early dawn; 

also fafayi; cf. fufunyi. 

fafakun 

n. 

V 

Vine species; also a 
poisonous drink made from 
the same. 


fafakun 

n. 

cr 

Clam, much like an oyster. 


fafanyi 

adv. 


Very (quickly); 

cf. vanyi. 

fafanyi 

adv. 


Very (wide). 


fakafaka 

n. 

mi 

Jews’ haip made a section of 
guinea-corn intemode. 

Now very rare 

fakafakayi 

adv. 


Action of sawing. 


fako 

n. 


Main or important work; 

for the opposite, see buca. 

falafalayi 

adv. 


Everywhere; 

cf. bagabagayi, fulafulayi, 
wulawulayi. 

fangbalu 

n. 


Loafer; 

cf. kafunci. 

fangi 

n. 


Red, black and white crepe 
handkerchief. 


fangi 'ti bokun 

n. 

g 

Grass species with a bulb 

Cyperus dilatatus 




root. 


fanyi 

adv. 


Very (quickly); 

cf. fafanyi. 

fanyi 

adv. 


Very (wide); 

cf. fafanyi. 

fanyi 

adv. 


Very (much); 

cf. dokun. 

fanyi 

adv. 


Completely; 

cf. kponyi, fenyi. 

fa nyagban 

V. 


To please; amuse; comfort; 
pacify; 

cf. fa. 

fara 

n. 

tr 

Spirit; an apparition; ghost; 

idiomatically used, it refers to 




the wandering spirit of one 

one who wanders about a great 




who has died in the fields; 

deal. 

farara 

adv. 


Very (much). 


fari 

n. 


Boast; a brag; a glorying. 
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farigaba 

n. 


Restlessness; nervousness. 


Fasamaza 

n. 

sa 

Salutation for the rank 

Somakada; 

cf. pasamaza. 

fatake 

n. 


Petty Hausa traders who 
carry their loads. 


fataucijlnci 



See fatake. 


fatawa 

n. 


Ridicule; 

cf. emila. 

fatiya 

n. 


Fatiha, the opening chapter of 
the Koran. 


fatuye 

n. 

sa 

Salutation for the ranks 

Tsuga and Buka. 


faye 

V. 


To be attractive; to cause to 
covet; 

cf. faboye. 

fa 

V. 


To slice or skim off. 


fa 

V. 


To roll up (as a mat). 


fa 

V. 


To be easy; to be light; to be 
nimble; to be agile. 


fa 

V. 


To strip. 


fa 

V. 


To slip through; to lose grasp 
of. 


fa 

V. 


To be waiped. 


fadanci 

fagakoyi 

n. 


Bribe or gift; a small gift 
given in hope that a larger 
one will be given in return; 

cf. tsakpa. 

adv. 


Very (pretty); 

cf. nyasasanyi. 

fakun 

adv. 


Very (baggy, puffy). 


fana 

n. 

to 

Poker. 


fanagayi 

adv. 


Very (pretty); 

cf. fagakoyi. 

fa'ra 

V. 


Beware; 

cf. tswa. 

faringamu 

n. 

g 

Grass used to make perfume. 


fawa 

fayinta 

n. 

sa 

Snake species, said to travel 
very quickly; 

cf. ewa. 

cf. egb 3 n. 

n. 


Knowledge; sense; 
cleverness; 



fe 



Very to be. 


fe 

V. 


To continue. 


fe 

V. 


To sit; 

cf. fedun. 

fe 

V. 


To keep; to observe (as the 
fast of Ramadan). 


fe 

V. 


To pluck or pick (as the fruit 
of trees). 


fe 

V. 


To cave in; to break through 
(as a pit). 


fe 

V. 


To skin. 


fe 

V. 


To head; to cover (as a drum 
or well). 


fe azun 

V. 


To observe the Fast of 
Ramadan; 

cf. fe. 

feba 

adv. 


Purposely; 

cf. cika. 

fedun 

V. 


To sit down; to abide; to stay; 
to dwell; to continue. 


fefe 

n. 


Circular mat used as a cover 

<Fulfulde? 
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for pots or calabashes. 


fege 

adv. 


Completely; 

cf. kponyi, fenyi, penyi. 

fegiti 

n. 


Whining; 

cf. tifegi. 

fekunfe 

n. 

g 

Giant grass with a hollow 

Used as a straw to sip palm- 




stem. 

wine and in children’s games. 

felanla 

a. 


Senseless. 


felelegi 

a. 


Small (as a hill). 


felenyi 

adv. 


Completely; 

cf. fege, kponyi. 

felulu 

a. 


Senseless; 

cf. felanla. 

fem 

adv. 


Completely; 

cf. fenyi, kponyi. 

fe mba dun 

V. 


To sit or mourn for the dead; 

cf. mba. 

fenyi 

adv. 


Completely; 

cf. kponyi. 

fere 

n. 

c 

Com leaves. 


fere 

n. 

fg 

Fish trap. 


fere 

n. 


Cheap mat, used as a cover or 
lid of pots. 


fere 

n. 

mi 

Small whistle. 


feregi 

a. 


Thin (as wood or paper); 

cf. fialia. 

fetswa 

n. 


Fan. 


fi 



Reduplicating prefix for 
verbs with initial, fa, fa, fe, 

fi, fo. 


fi 

V. 


To bear (as ground nuts). 


fi 

V. 


Plural form of the verb to be; 

cf. 3 i. 

fi 

V. 


To fill into. 


fi 

V. 


To spring; to go off (as a 
trap). 


fia 

V. 


To drift. 


fiacia 

n. 


Despising; 

cf. ciafia, yegba. 

fiafiagi 

n. 


Iron incrustations; 

cf. kodzo. 

fiagi 

a. 


Little (in quantity); 

cf. degi. 

fialia 

V. 


To be scare; 

cf. malo. 

fialia 

a. 


Thin (as paper or boards); 

cf. feregi. 

fiami 

V. 


To despise; 

cf. gbaye. 

fianyi 

adv. 


Quietly; softly; 

cf. sanyi. 

fianyi 

a. 


Little (in quantity); 

cf. fiagi. 

fiafiafiafiayi 

adv. 


Flutteringly. 


fiagiafiagiagi 

a., 


Thin; 

cf. fialia. 


adv. 




fiaci 

n. 

t 

Tree species. 


fiafianyi 

adv. 


Completely; thoroughly; 

cf. saranyi. 

fianyi 

adv. 


Quickly. 


fiania 

n. 


Surface skin of leather or 
leaves. 


fida 

n. 

hd 

Disease among horses. 


fida 

V. 


To lock; to cover; 

cf. tsu. 

fida 

V. 


To be small. 


fi’de 

V. 


To thread (a loom). 


fifigi 

a. 


Small (as a hole or opening). 


fifinikoci 

n. 

t 

Tree species. 


figi 

a. 


Small (as hole or opening). 


filasiko 

n. 

Pi 

Senna plant. 

<Hausa 
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Filani 

p.n. 


Fulbe, Fulani 


fili 

n. 


Open space; clearing; plain. 

<Hausa ? English ‘field’ 

fill fin 

n. 


Report; news; 

cf. labari, sa. 

filmyi 

adv. 


Indeed; truly. 


fin 



Initial reduplication prefix for 
verbs with initial syllable, 

fin. 


fin 

fin 

V. 


To drink; to absorb; to soak; 
to smoke (as tobacco). 


V. 


To tie; to splice (as a cord). 


fin 

V. 


To sweep; to brush; to whisk; 
to broom. 


findzungi 

n. 

s 

Snake (very small). 


finfmgi 

n. 


Shadow; phantom; 
apparition; 

cf. wuru. 

fingi 

n. 

Pi 

Edible weed. 


finnawugi 

n. 

b 

Small red and black bird 
which flies about in the 
smoke of bush fires catching 
insects. 


fini 

n. 


Leaf; bush; herb. 


finiko 

n. 

pl 

Very large leaf, used to tie up 
kola nuts. 


finnya 

n. 

f 

Fish species, not eaten. 


finti 

n. 


Sky. 

See fiti. 

fintsugi 

n. 

m 

Small rat 

which builds it nest in the 
rafters of a roof. 

finye 

V. 


To hurry; 

cf. sanin, dinnyi. 

finzo 

n. 


Threshing floor; a winnowing 
ground. 


finzo 

n. 

c 

Climbing bean. 


fipa 

V. 


To fall on. 


fira 

n. 

bp 

Eye tooth. 


fin 

n. 


Report; news. 

See fili. 

firifirigi 

a. 


Small (hole or opening). 


firigita 

a. 


Restless; nervous; 

cf. farigaba. 

fisa 

n. 

f 

Catfish. 


fiti 

n. 


Sky. 


fitila 

n. 


Lamp; candle; lantern. 

< Hausa 

fiti'na 

n. 


Bother; trouble; annoyance; 

cf. sunga. 

fito 

n. 


Revenue; duty; customs 
levied on merchandise upon 
entering a province. 


fiye 

V. 


To do needle-work. 


fo 

V. 


To push or thrust in; 

cf. ha, tun. 

fo 

V. 


To be free from; to deliver. 


fo 

V. 


To wash (as clothes); 

cf. na, fu. 

fobi 

n. 


Weakness; 

cf. bifo. 

fofo 

V. 


To wait; to expect; to be in 
suspense; 

cf. foforo, ka. 

fofofonyi 

adv. 


Very (much perforated). 


fofogi 

n. 

b 

Small red dove, 

it makes a cooing sound like 
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fo-fo-fo. 

foforo 

V. 


To sit on the haunches. 


fofonyi 

adv. 


Lightly; springily; 

cf. dudunyi. 

fofu 

V. 


To weave (sleeping mats). 


fogo 

n. 


Wedding day. 


Fogun 

n. 

ti 

Rank among native princes, 

the salutations for which are, 

Daniya, Lerama. 

foko 

a. 


Light. 


foma 

n. 

fg 

Clap-net. 

< Hausa 

fonyi 

a. 


Empty; vacant; fagged. 


fonyi 

a. 


Light. 


foro 

a. 


Hollow. 


foro 

n. 

t 

Tree species. 


foro 

n. 

i 

Insect that burrows in the 
ground. 


foro 

n. 


Training; correction; 
punishment. 


forofo 

n. 


Sitting on the haunches; 

cf. foforo. 

forofoto 

a. 


Hollow. 


fosa 

V. 


To impale. 


foto 

a. 


Hollow; 

cf. foro, forofoto. 

foye 

V. 


To smell. 


foyigi 

a. 


Small (as a hole or opening) 

cf. figi. 

fu- 

aff. 


Reduplicating prefix for 
verbs with initial, fo, fu. 


fu 

V. 


To splash; bound; bounce. 


fu 

V. 


To go down (as a swelling). 


fu 

V. 


To be cranky; to be irritable. 


fu 

V. 


To be foamy; to be brothy; to 
be soapy. 


fu 

V. 


To be quiet; to be 
inoffensive. 


fu 

V. 


To roll up (as the mouth or 
part of ones attire); 

cf. fa, ka. 

fu 

V. 


To pelt; to throw; 

cf. ce. 

fu 

V. 


To jump; to leap; to spring; 
to fly; 

cf. yifuru. 

fu 

V. 


To bathe; to wash the body; 

cf. fu nuwon. 

fu 

V. 


To stitch; to baste; to thread. 


fu 

V. 


To be bald; to be bare. 


fuba 

V. 


To shrink; to draw up; 

cf. yiku. 

fuci 

n. 

t 

Tree species. 


fufu 

n. 


Packing; old grass bags, used 
to pack kola nuts. 


fufunyi 

a. 


Early (morning). 


fiifunyi 

adv. 


Springily; 

cf. fofonyi. 

fugba 

n. 

mi 

Gourd transverse horn 

blown for the king of the 
Kyadya. 

fugi 

a. 


Y oung. 


fugia fujia 



See wujia. 


fuka 

n. 


Breathlessness. 


fuka 

a. 


Raw. 
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fii kyaryangi 

V. 


To tickle. 


fukufukuyi 

adv. 


Everywhere; 

cf. fiilafulayi, bagabagayi. 

fill a 

n. 

dr 

Cap. 

<Hausa 

fiilafulayi 

adv. 


Everywhere; 

cf. dzagadzagayi. 

fumfuru 

a. 


Fresh. 


funin 

V. 


To be filled. 


fu nuwon 

V. 


To bathe. 


funtsu 

n. 

e 

Anger; 

cf. fuji, ewun. 

funyi 

a. 


Early (morning); 

cf. fufunyi. 

funyi 

V. 


To rise (as soap suds); to 
stand up (as the hair). 


fura 

n. 

fo 

Balls of guinea-corn eaten 
mashed up in yoghourt 

<Hausa 

furagi 

a., 


Hairy; downy. 



adv. 




furanyi 

adv. 


Completely; 

cf. wuranyi. 

fure 

n. 

Pi 

Flower of the tobacco plant, 
used to colour the teeth. 

<Hausa ? English ‘flower’ 

furu 

n. 


Leap. 


furu 

adv. 


Very (fast). 


furude 

n. 

he 

Grey dappled horse. 


furudza 

n. 


Leaping; the jumping; the 

cf. dzafuru, yifuru. 

furukana 



springing; 

See ataura. 


furuyi 

a. 


Hairy; downy; 

cf. furagi. 

furuyi 

n. 


Jumping; 

cf. furu, yifuru. 

furuyi 

adv. 


Sippingly. 


fufi 

n. 


Anger; rage; 

cf. ewun. 

fujika 

n. 


Face; countenance; 
appearance; visage; 

cf. eye. 

futanfu 

n. 


Foam; froth; scum; suds. 


fu 'tl 

V. 


To be bald-headed; 

cf. fu. 

futu 

a. 


Spongy. 


fusa 

n. 

f 

Fish species. 


fu ya 

V. 


To rebound; 

cf. fu. 

fuya 

n. 

bd 

String of beads, worn about 
the waist by women. 


fuyeko 

V. 


To be damp; to be cold. 


fwanyi 

adv. 


Very (badly, as a stench). 


fwa kiariangi 

V. 


To tickle; 

cf. fu kiariangi, which seems 
to be better known. 

fwayinta 



See fayinta. 


fwanyi 

adv. 


Soundly; 

cf. vwonyi. 
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G. 





ga 

imp. 


Should. 


ga 

a. 


That. 


ga 

V. 


To replace; to revenge; 

cf. gagba. 

ga 

V. 


To be entangled; to be 
caught. 


ga 

V. 


Will; would; shall; should. 


ga 

V. 


To separate; to scatter; to 
scratch. 


gab a 

n. 

m 

Lion. 


gaba dzurugi 

n. 

m 

Red lynx. 


gab a 

n. 


Front. 

cf. naka. 

gaba 

n. 

bp 

Body; 

gabaruwa 

n. 

t 

Tree species, which yields 
the Gambia pods. 


gabaruwan kasa 

n. 


Shrub used to make perfume. 


gab 6 

V. 


To judge; to decide; to 
arbitrate; 

cf. Jiriya. 

gabiseyidi 

n. 


Rank among the king's 

Salutations for which are, 




courtiers. 

Agaba, Dzowodzo, Enatsara, 
Borongo giwa. 

gabi tsowa 

n. 


Rank among the king's 

Salutations for which are, 




courtiers. 

Mayito, Zaka ke 3 e. 

gaci 

n. 


Witch; a sorcerer; one with a 
familiar spirit; 

cf. ega. 

gada 

adv. 


Openly. 


gada 

n. 


Cutlass; a mattock. 


gadagadayi 

adv. 


Separately. 


gadagada 

a. 


Excitable. 


gadangba elutuya 

excl. 


Vendors' call for boiled yam. 


gadagbo 

adv. 


Leisurely. 


gadagi 

n. 


Potto 

Periodictus potto 

gadanji 

n. 


Shrew; salutation for the rank 

Tsaduko. 


gadunci 

n. 


Tree species. 


gafia 

n. 


Design in embroidery. 


gafara 

n. 


Forgiveness; pardon. 


gafu 

n. 

b 

Bird species. 


gaga 

n. 


Pride; showiness. 


gagagagayi 

adv. 


Separately; 

cf. gadagadayi. 

gagagugu 

adv. 


Very (large). 


gaganyago 

adv. 


Very (large). 


gagara 

a. 


Large. 


gagbayi 

adv. 


Very (large). 


gagba 

V. 


To replace; to revenge; 

cf. ga. 

gagbe 

a. 


Large; 

cf. gakpan. 

gajin 

n. 

b 

Marabou; 

cf. gumadza. 

gakpan 

n. 


Dam. 


gala 

n. 


Nap or down from cloth. 


galadima 

n. 


Chamberlain. Salutation for 

< Flausa 


this office is, Toma. 
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galagalayi 

adv. 


Very (much spread out). 


galugi 

n. 

b 

Screech owl. 


ga...ma 

V. 


Do not; must not. 


gamugi 

a. 


Small. 


ganawa 

n. 


Counsel; 

cf. Jiawura. 

ga 'na bo 



Salutation common to all 
hunters; 

lit. judge between animals. 

gangari 

a. 


Whole; entire; 

cf. gunguru. 

gandigandi 

adv. 


Very (large). 


ganga 

a. 


Edge wise. 


gangafa 

n. 


Pointed cap. 


gani 

n. 


Third month in the Muslim 





year. 


gani 

n. 


Traditional dance where men 
and women dance together. 


gantarigi 

n. 


Head shroud. 

It is not used now. 

ganyi 

adv. 


Quickly. 


ganyi 

adv. 


Staringly; 

cf. gbonyi. 

gara 

n. 


Rank among native princes; 

the salutation for which is, 

Adidia. 

gara 

n. 


Igala 

Language spoken at Idah, said 
to be the home of the founders 
of Nupe. 

gara 

a. 


Long; 

cf. dara. 

gara 

adv. 


Instead; rather; 

cf. gomaga. 

gara 

n. 


Eye tooth; 

cf. fira. 

gara 

n. 


Spear; 

cf. efya. 

gara 

n. 


Highway robbery. 


garafini 

n. 


Vine species. 


garagarayi 

adv. 


Separately; 

cf. gadagadayi. 

garagarayi 

a. 


Restless. 


garagarayi 

adv. 


Very (long); 

cf. dara. 

garagi 

a. 


Long; adv. garakoyi, garayi, 

very (long); 

cf. dara. 

garagi 

n. 


Handspring; a somersault. 


garagi 

n. 


Slang name for beer; 

cf. ege. 

garagi 

a. 


Small. 

cf. klnkere. 

garanta 

n. 


Large green scoipion; 

garasa 

n. 


Rolling; the tossing: 

v. sagara, to roll. 

garasa 

n. 


Swinging kick. 


garaje 

n. 


Haste; speed. 


gari 

n. 


Cassava flour. 

< Hausa 

garingwaza 

n. 


Salutation for the rank, 

Sonlawo. 


garuwa 

n. 


Red dye. 


gaji 

n. 


Present of welcome; 

cf. Jiga. 

gata 

n. 


Salutation for the rank, Soje. 


gate 

n. 


Salutation for the rank, 

Tswajia. 


gategateyi 

adv. 


Flat-footedly. 


gavo 

n. 


Decayed meat or fish. 


gawagi 

n. 


Food prepared from com. 
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gawagi 

a. 


Small; 

cf. felelegi. 

gawama 

excl. 


Bravo; well done; good. 


gawuyi 

adv. 


Very (large, long). 


gayiti 

n. 


Excrement: v. jin gayiti; 

cf. ebi. 

gaya 

n. 


Tree species. 


gaya 

a. 


Very (much); 

cf. nyasasanyi. 

gazari 

a. 


Large; 

cf. gorozo. 

gazunma 

n. 

g 

Grass species. 


gazunma baagi 

n. 

g 

Grass species. 


ga 

V. 


To divide; to part; to 
separate; to distribute. 


ga 

V. 


To pass; to surpass. 


X 

ga 

V. 


To say. 


ga 

V 


To speak; to tell. 


ga be 

V. 


Come in; 

cf. gada. 

ga be 

V. 


To repeat; 

lit. speak again. 

gacln 

n. 


Allegory. 

cf. gall. 

gada 

n. 


Half; 

gad a 

V. 


Come in; enter; 

cf. ga be. 

gado 

n. 


Bed. 


gafaka 

n. 


Leather book case; a school 
bag. 

cf. gada. 

ga fi 

n. 


Half: v. gafi, to halve; 

gaga 

V. 


To speak; to talk. 


gaga 

V. 


To be too much; to be 





excessive. 


gaga 

n. 


An upright post or support. 


gaga dede 

V. 


To blaspheme. 


gagagagayi 

adv. 


Tightly. 


gaga langba 

n. 


Salutation for the rank, 

Gandzoko. 


gaganyi 

n. 


Doubt; 

cf. kombeke. 

gagayi 

adv. 


Very (warm). 


gagayi 

adv. 


Very (much); 

cf. gaga. 

gagbin 

n. 


Questioning; the asking; 

cf. gbinga. 

gagugi 

a. 


Thin. 


gagwa 

V. 


To escape; lit; to pass the 
hand. 


gagwa 

V. 


To be too much (to carry). 


gaka 

a. 


Long time. 


gakya 



See gajikiya. 


gakun 

n. 

b 

Crowned crane. 

Balearica pavonina 

gama gamaJI 

conj. 


Because; for. 


gama 

V. 


To be better; to be improved; 
to surpass. 


gama 

n. 

fa 

Straw granary; 

cf. yisa. 

gamaga 

n. 


Proverb; a wise saying; an 
allegory. 

cf. ewon. 

gamana 

n. 


Lie; a falsehood; 

gamawa 

V. 


To meet. 


gamangi 

n. 

b 

Stork. 


Gambari 

p.n. 


Kambari people northwest of 

cf. Kambari. 
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garni 

n. 

Help; assistance: v. jin garni, 
to help; cf. cewu. 


garni 

n. 

Law; order; commandment. 


garni 

n. 

Charm said to ward off the 

a broken gourd is used as the 



evil eye; 

medium. 

gamigami 


See lankpavunvun. 


gana 

n. 

Large white-ant hill; 

cf. gara. 

gana 

n. 

Awn of maize; a beard. 


ganasa 

n. 

Competing; 

cf. sagana. 

gandama 

n. 

Dispute; 

cf. emigbo. 

ganagi 

n. 

m Hare. 


ganavo 

n. 

Refusing; 

cf. navo. 

ganawasa 

n. 

Awn of maize; 

cf. gana. 

gancin 

adv. 

Now; at last. 


gandu 

n. 

Customary price paid to a 
drummer for his services. 

< Hausa 

gandzo 

n. 

Headman; overseer; usually 
refers to farm labourers. 

cf. kutsu, tiji. 

gandzo bisa 

n. 

Salutation for the rank, 

Tsoyida. 


gandzoko 


See gandzo. 


ganiganiyi 

adv. 

Very (much spread out); 

cf. galagalayi, ganyiganyi. 

gangajema 

n. 

Salutation for Yikunnu 
dzuru, the chief of Yeti. 


gangani 


See gani. 


gangba 

n. 

Warning. 


gam' 

adv. 

Alike; together. 

cf. kangara. 

ganiga 

n. 

Treason; insurrection; 
rebellion; 


ga...nyi 

V. 

To reproach; to revile; to 
insult; to speak to or about; to 
speak against; 

cf. kobo. 

ganyi 

adv. 

Staringly; stupidly; 

cf. ganyi. 

ganyiganyi 

adv. 

Very (large). 


gara 

n. 

Large hillock-nests of the 
white-ants; 

cf. gana. 

gasa 

V. 

To scatter; 

cf. ga. 

gasagi 

a. 

Thin. 


gasikiya gajikiya gaskiya 

n. 

Truth; certainty; 


gajkiya 


righteousness. 


ga Jiji 

V. 

To foretell; to prophesy. 


gaya 

V. 

To be too long. 


g»3e 

n. 

Molar tooth. 


gba 

V. 

To draw; to drag. 


gba 

V. 

To cover; to border; to fringe. 


gba 

V. 

To read. 


gba 

V. 

To trace 
to follow 
to worship 


gba 

V. 

To agree; to submit. 


gba 

a. 

Two thousand. 
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gba 

V. 

To dig; to burrow. 


gba 

V. 

To be insufficient; to be 
short. 


gbaci 

n. 

t Palm tree, which bears edible 

fruit; 

the leaves are used to make 
kpakpara mats. 

gbada 

n. 

Water pot with a very wide 
mouth; 

cf. egba. 

gbada 

n. 

Streak. 


gbadarigi 

n. 

Salutation for the rank, 

Nakoji. 


gbadi 

adv. 

Very (tough); 

cf. kpaku. 

gbadigi 

n. 

Design in embroidery; 

cf. dzakagi. 

gbado 

n. 

Conceit; 

cf. dogba. 

gbadu 

n. 

Fancy bead. 


gbadza 

V. 

To bind on (as a sash). 


gbadzu 

V. 

To slap (in the face). 


gbadzwa 

n. 

Place to throw refuse; 

cf. vovonta. 

gbafaduria 

n. 

One who will not work. 


gbagadayi 

n. 

Sound made by one falling 
flat. 


gbagagbaga 

n. 

Sound of heavy 
blacksmithing. 


gbagala 

adv. 

Very (large). 


gbagalasa 

adv. 

Very (large). 


gbagba 

n. 

Shackles; fetters. 


gbagba 

adv. 

Very (large); 

cf. gbagala. 

gbagba 

n. 

Sound of heavy 
blacksmithing; 

cf. gbagagbaga. 

gbagba 

adv. 

Very (small); 

cf. gba. 

gbagba 

n. 

Game played by children. 


gbagbadindm 

n. 

Cinch ring. 


gbagbagbayi 

adv. 

Throbbingly. 


gbagbagbayi 

adv. 

Very (large); 

cf. kpakpakpayi. 

gbagbangi 

a. 

Small; 

cf. gbagba, kukurugi. 

gbagbalu 

n. 

Species of lizard. 


gbagbara 

adv. 

Very (wide). 


gbagbara 

a. 

Pure. 


gbagbarayl 

adv. 

Very (high, tall). 


gbagbaruku 

n. 

Rank among native princess; 

the salutation for which is, 

Nakpaki. 

gbagi 

a. 

Only; alone. 


gbagakoyi 

adv. 

Very (hard). 


gbago 

adv. 

Very (tough). 


gbagu 

n. 

Guinea-corn cultivar. 


gbagun 

n. 

Tree species, which is said to 
kill any other tree growing 
close to it. 


gbagunma 

n. 

Haversack, usually carried by 
farmers; 

cf. jika. 

gbagwa 

n. 

To steal; lit. to drag the hand; 

cf. yi. 

gbagwa 

V. 

To embrace. 


gbajibo 

n. 

Rank among the upper 

the salutation for which is, 
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Kyadya; 

Kobo. 

gbakara 

n. 

s 

Very ferocious snake. 


gbakara 

adv. 


Very (large). 


gbakara 

n. 


Salutation for the rank, 

Lema. 


gbako 

a. 


Old. 


gbako 

n. 


Species of clam. 


gbako 

n. 


Charm used for divining. 


gbako 

n. 


Stomach; belly; abdomen; 
womb; 

cf. borowon. 

gbakoko dagba 



Salutation for the rank, 

Ndaeji; 

lit. elephant's stomach. 

gbakoko pitingi 



Salutation for the rank, 

Ndaeji; 

lit. a bat's stomach. 

gbakun 

n. 

bp 

Cheek; 

cf. mapa. 

gbakun 

n. 

m 

Wild pig. 


gbakun boci 

excl. 

sa 

Salutation for the rank, Bele. 


gbakunko 

n. 

g 

Grass species. 

Small grass with a feathery 
head. 

gbala 

n. 

go 

Large gourd. 


gbala 

n. 


Wall; 

cf. kara. 

gbalu 

n. 

b 

Bird species; lit the fig tree 
bird. 


gbalaga 

adv. 


Very (hard). 


gbama 

n. 

f 

Fish species. 


gbamputu 

adv. 


Very (large). 


gbance 

a. 


Unfilled; 

cf. konti. 

gbanci 

n. 

t 

Wild fig tree. 


gbancalya 

a. 


Old; aged; cf. gbako. 

cf. dzamata. 

gbandaba 

n. 


Bare spot where nothing will 
grow; 


gbandorogi 

n. 


Fillip; 

cf. patangi. 

gbandorokoyi 

adv. 


Very (large); 

cf. gbanyakaludo. 

gbangagbanga 

adv. 


Very (large). 


gbangba 

adv. 


Completely; entirely; 
distinctly. 


gbangba 

n. 


Duck; goose. 

cf. gungba, kingbagba. 

gbangba 

n. 


Wave; ripple; 

gbangbami 

n. 


Large European pan or basin. 


gbangbangi 

adv. 


Only; alone; 

cf. gba...gi. 

gbangbanyi 

adv. 


Tightly; securely; 

cf. gbangbanyi. 

gbangbara 

n. 


Spleen. 


gbangbara 

n. 


Species of large bean, used as 
a rattle. 


gbangbaragi 

n. 


Bean. 


gbanginni 

n. 


Sauce made from okra and 
beans. 


gbanginni 

n. 


Loin cloth. 


gbangogogi 

n. 


Fruit of the magaci tree. 


gbanguba 

n. 


Two tribal marks cut on the 
cheek. 


gbankoko 

n. 

f 

Fish species. 
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gbankuru 

n. 


Way of collecting palm wine; 

cf. muge. 

gbani 

adv. 


Now. 

cf. gbansayi. 

gbansawu 

adv. 


Very (dry); 

gbanta 

a. 


Dark red and white fowl; 

cf. bi/e. 

gbanti 

adv. 


Very (large). 


gbanya 

n. 


Perseverance; 

cf. kokari. 

gbanyadzu 

V. 


To try; to persevere; 

cf. gbanya. 

gbanyakaludo 

adv. 


Very (great, large). 

cf. gbanyi. 

gbanyi 

adv. 


Tightly; securely; 

gbanyi 

adv. 


Sharply; the sound of a slap, 
or crack 


gbanyi 

adv. 


Very (much); 

cf. dokun. 

gbara 

a. 


Long; 

cf. dara. 

gbara 

n. 


Haste; speed; 

cf. yedin. 

gbara 

n. 


Fillip or crack made by 
striking the arm against the 
side; 

cf. waya. 

gbara 

n. 


Lizard; 

cf. nyakungbara. 

gbaragada 

n. 


Large hoop placed over a 
round roof on which the men 
stand in order to complete the 
top of the roof. 


gbaragadayi 

n. 


Sound made by one falling 
flat; 

cf. gbagadayi. 

gbaragi 

n. 


Striped field mouse. 


gbarigba 

n. 

fg 

Large enclosure built in the 
river to entrap fish. 


gbaro 

n. 


Design in embroidery. 


gbaro 

n. 


Standing; a medicine or 
charm, which is said will 
cause a stick to stand upright 
unsupported; 

cf. gikinni. 

gbarokoko 

n. 


Hand spring. 


gbarufu 

n. 


A young man; a youth; a lad. 


gbarukoko 



See gbarokoko. 


gbaruku 

n. 


Very famous doctor who 
lived long ago. 


gbarunyi 

adv. 


Staringly; stupidly. 


gbasa 

n. 


Dead or dried leaves. 


gbasakoyi 

adv. 


Very (large). 


gbaji 

n. 


Tree species. 


gbata 

n. 


Debt. 


gbata 

n. 


Rank among the followers of 

the salutation for which is. 




the Makun, 

Daniya. 

gbati 

n. 


Rubbish; dirt washed away 
by the rain; 

cf. jeka. 

gbati 

n. 


Salutation for the rank, 

Legama. 


gbavun 

n. 


Grass hut built in the fields in 
which yams are stored. 


gbawayi 

adv. 


Quickly. 


gba wuru 

a. 


Indefinite; innumerable. 
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gbawuyi 

adv. 


Very (large). 


gbaye 

V. 


To despise; to slight; to 
insult. 


gbalami 

n. 


Long eared Hausa sheep; 

also nangi tukpako. 

gban 

V. 


To be artful; to be shrewd; to 
be sensible; 

cf. egban. 

gban 

V. 


To intoxicate; to stupefy; to 
overwhelm. 


gban 

V. 


To mate (as animals). 


gban 

V. 


To delay; 

cf. gbankogi. 

gban 

V. 


To swing; to whirl; cf. da. 


gban 

V. 


To be thick (as oil). 


gban 

V. 


To be weary; paralysed; 
lifeless; withered; faded. 


gban 

V. 


To unravel; cf. wa. 


gbandungbandun 

n. 


Hombill. 


gbanfere 

gbanganaci 

n. 


Cold season; winter; occurs 
in January. 


n. 

t 

Tree species. 


gbangban 

n. 


Cleat, or pole fastened to the 
outside of a roof on which to 
stand and reach the top; 

cf. gbaragada. 

gbangban 

a. 


Intelligent; sensible; wise; 

cf. gban. 

gbangban 

a. 


Heavy (blacksmithing); 

cf. gbagba. 

gbangban 

adv. 


Slowly; lifelessly; 

cf. gban. 

gbangbangbannyi 

adv. 


Tightly; securely; 

cf. gbannyi. 

gbangbangbannyi 

adv. 


Very (large). 


gbangbannakoyi 

adv. 


Very (large). 

cf. gbangbangbannyi. 

gbangbannyi 

adv. 


Tightly; securely; 

gbangunnu 

n. 


Species of beetle; 

cf. mazuzu. 

gbanjere 

n. 


Sling for throwing stones. 


gbankogi 

n. 


Delay; 

cf. gban. 

gbanlegban 

V. 


To snore. 


gbanma 

n. 


Small red insect which comes 
with the first rains; a name 
for trade velvet; 

cf. kalimasike. 

gbanna 

a. 


Thick (as liquids). 

cf. gbangban. 

gbannagbannayi 

adv. 


Slowly; lifelessly; 

gbannanayi 

a. 


Long (time). 

cf. gbannagbannayi. 

gbannayi 

a. 


Numb; lifeless; 

gbannyi 

adv. 


Tightly; securely; 

cf. gbangbannyi. 

gbansa 



Rank held by the chief of 

Ki3i. 

cf. kansana. 

gbansayi 

adv. 


Very (dry, brittle); 

gbanjl 

n. 


Sword belt; 

cf. amila. 

gbanye 

V. 


To be lonesome; 

cf. gban, saye. 

gbe 

V. 


To mow. 


gbe 

V. 


To hunt. 


gbeci 

n. 


Tree species. 


Gbedegi 

p.n. 

et 

Nupe sub-tribe. 


gbedengbe 

n. 


Shackles; 

cf. kuru. 

gbegbe 

V. 


To hunt; 

cf. gbe, egbe. 
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gbegbenti 

n. 


High ground; 

cf. kosunti. 

gbegbenyi 

n. 


Mane; 

cf. lworwo. 

gbegbeyi 

adv. 


Falteringly; brokenly. 


gbeji 

n. 

s 

Snake species; 

also gbejigi, gbeji nimforo. 

gbelugi 

n. 

b 

Bird species. 


gbenadin 

n. 

f 

Fish species. 


gbenigbe 

adv. 


Indeed; 

cf. akika. 

gbenyi 

adv. 


Very (much stooped). 


gbere 

n. 


Root; relation; pedigree. 


gberegi 

n. 

mi 

Small drum in the tsari set. 


gberi 

n. 


Non-Muslim; traditionalist; 

cf. kafiri. 

gbeti 

n. 


Top; pinnacle. 


gbeye 

V. 


To stare; 

cf. beye. 

gbe za da ku 

excl. 


Salutation for the rank 

Gbansa. 


gbi 



Reduplicating prefix for 
verbs with initial gbe, gbo, 
gbya. 


gbigbi 

gbin 

gbin 

n. 


Species of owl. 

Reduplicating prefix for 
verbs with initial, gban, 
gbin. 


V. 


To lose; to destroy; to damn; 
to sink; to perish; 

cf. ya. 


gbin 

V. 


To boil. 


gbin 

V. 


To swim. 


gbin 

V. 


To fall (as a tree or house); 

cf. nikln. 


gbin 

V. 


To expectorate; to spit; 

cf. gbin micinni. 

gbindun 

V. 


To grunt; to sob; to groan; to 

cf. 3 idun. 




moan; 


gbinga 

V. 


To ask. 


gbingbyannia 

n. 


Cattle tick. 


gbingbyannyaku 

gbingbinci 

n. 


Beetle, which when touched 
remains perfectly still; a fit. 

cf. eza gbingbinci. 

n. 


Lost, damned person; 

gbinka 

V. 


To be lost; to stray. 


gbinkpe 

n. 


Ruins, of fallen house or 
wall. 


gbin micinni 

V. 


To expectorate, spit. 

cf. gbin 

gbinni 

n. 


Bean sp. 

the fibre obtained from the 
stem is used to make a very 
strong rope. 

gbinti 

V. 


To kill; cf. ba. 


gbintu 

gbinye 

V. 


To cross (a road or water); to 
break (a law); 

cf. zuntu. 

V. 


To be lost or absorbed in 
thought; to be stupid; 

cf. yaye. 

gbinye 

V. 


To be lost or out of sight. 


gbo 

V. 


To bark (as a dog). 


gbo 

V. 


To be large; to be big; refers 



only to things with a large 
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diameter. 


gbo 

V. 


To lie; 

cf. zungamana, zunwon. 

gbo 

V. 


To rub; to file; 

cf. ta. 

gbodo 

n. 


Stable; horse stall; 

cf. dokomba. 

gbodo 

n. 


Heald frame; 

cf. nira. 

gbodo 

n. 


Pelican; 

cf. godo. 

gbodo 

n. 


Leach pot. 


gbodogbodoyi 

adv. 


Very (long); 

cf. dzagbayi. 

gbodogbodogbodoyi 

adv. 


Incessantly. 


gbodongi 

n. 


Venereal disease. 


gbodonji 

n. 


Clay pit. 


gboduwa 

n. 


Apprentice; an amateur. 


gbodzu 

V. 


To be quick; sharp; shrewd; 

cf. wonye. 

gbo'fu 

V. 


To hoe; 

this is slang; lit. to rub the 
(hoe) handle; cf. nunu. 

gbogba 

V. 


To be large; 

cf. woncin. 

gbogbo 

n. 


End; the finish; 

cf. gbogboyi. 

gbogbo 

n. 


Poke; stick fastened to the 
neck of an animal so that it 
cannot bite the person 
leading it. 


gbogbo 

n. 


Shackles; 

cf. kuru. 

gbogbogboko 

a. 


Large. 


gbogbonti 

n. 


High ground; 

cf. kosunti. 

gbogboro 

n. 


Top and bottom cross sticks 
of an upright weaving frame. 


gbogboyi 

adv. 


Completely; 

cf. kponyi. 

gboge 

n. 


One-string fiddle with 
horsehair string and 
hemispherical calabash 
resonator. 

< Hausa 

gbogi 

n. 

t 

Tree species. 


gbogi 

n. 

m 

Baboon. 


gbogiani 

adv. 


Immediately; directly. 


gbogun 

n. 


Invalid; debility. 

or gbogungbogun 

gbogun 

gbogungbogunyi 

n. 


Echo; said to be a person or 
spirit. 

cf. kpokunkpokunyi. 

adv. 


Very (large); 

gboka 

V. 


To be strong; to be hard; to 
be tough. 


gboko 

n. 


Trunk; stump; stock; butt. 


gbokoci 

n. 

t 

Tree species; 

also called fuci, and 
kokongiga. 

gbokpan 

V. 


To be thick; 

cf. lekpan. 

gbomi 

V. 


To deny; to contradict; to 
argue; to wrangle. 


gbonkuru 

n. 


Cake, made from bean flour. 


gbonga 

n. 


Coils or curls of hair. 


gbongbo 

n. 


Raised or high spot on the 
ground. 


gbongbo 

adv. 


Saucily; 

cf. toro. 

Gbongboro dagba 

n. 


Salutation for the rank, 
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gbongunnu 

n. 

Small wind instrument. 


gbonkuku 

n. 

Silk worm. 


gbo'nu 

V. 

To hoe (slang); 

cf. nunu. 

gbonyi 

adv. 

Stupidly; 

cf. ganyi. 

gborigbori 

adv. 

Very (large); 

cf. gorigori. 

gborigbori 

n. 

Mumps. 


gboro 

a. 

Straight; level; accurate. 


gboro 

n. 

Pit holes; hollows; ups and 
downs in a road; 

cf. gborogboroyi. 

gborogbo3in gbologbo3in 

n. 

Second nature; same routine 
of work; lit. rub forward, rub 
backward. 


gborogboroyi 

adv. 

Very (large). 


gborogboro 

a. 

Rough; 

cf. gboro. 

gbota 

V. 

To be large. 


gbotota 

a. 

Sixteen thousand. 


gbotsun 

a. 

Ten thousand. 


gbotswanyi 

a. 

Twelve thousand. 


gbotwaba 

a. 

Fourteen thousand. 


gbotwani 

a. 

Eighteen thousand. 


gboyafaru 

n. 

Salutation for the ranks, 

Kpotun and Nda Goro. 


gboyi 

adv. 

Stupidly; 

cf. gbonyi. 

gbozun 

gbu 

V. 

To hide. 

Reduplicating prefix for 
verbs with initial, gbo, gbu, 
gbwo. 


gbugbuke 

n. 

Stupidity; 


gbugbunyi 

adv. 

Gurglingly. 


gburugburunyi 

adv. 

Munchingly. 


gbwo 

V. 

To become undone; to 
become loose; 

cf. 16 . 

gbwodln 

n. 

Medicine or charm said to 
have the power to unloosen 
cords or bands; 

cf. gbwo. 

gbwodwo 

n. 

Sediment. 


gbwodwo 

excl. 

Vendors' call for fresh okra. 


gbwodwo 

n. 

Curved rafters such as are 
used in round roofed houses. 


gbwodwo 

a. 

Muddy; mushy. 


gbwodwo 

adv. 

Slowly. 


gbwodzwo 

n. 

Place for refuse; 

cf. vovonta. 

gbwogbwo 

n. 

Knock-knees. 


gbwolwogi 

n. 

Lumps (in gruel). 


gbwontibwonti 

adv. 

Very (large). 


gbworwo 

n. 

Large dragging rope on a 
seine. 


gbworwo 

a. 

Slippery; slimy. 


gbwonyi 

n. 

Sound made by one falling 
flat; 

cf. gbaragadayi. 

gbya 

V. 

To strip off 

(as the grass on a roof). 
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gbyadyayi 

adv. 


Very (soft, mushy). 


gbyaja 

n. 


Cucumber; 

cf. agbyadya. 

gbyalyayi 

adv. 


Profusely; copiously. 


gbyantya 

adv. 


Very (large). 


gbyangbyannyi 

adv. 


Very (large). 


gbyangbyannyi 

adv. 


Very (bloated, swollen). 


gbyangbyannyi 

adv. 


Heavily. 


gbyangbyannyi 

adv. 


Sodden; filthy; cf. cakia. 


gbyangbyannyawugi 

adv. 


Very (thin). 


gbyangun 

adv. 


Very (large). 


gbyannyagi 

a. 


Thin; slender; lean. 

cf. gban. 

gbyannyayi 

V. 


To be numb; lifeless; 

gbyantya 

adv. 


Very (large); 

cf. gbyannyi. 

gbyannyi 

adv. 


Very (large). 

cf. gbyangbyannyi. 

gbyannyi 

adv. 


Heavily; 

ge 

V. 


To be good; nice; fine; fair; 
pretty; handsome. 


geba 

n. 


Rank or office of the chief of 

the salutation for which is, 




Jebba; 

Kobo. 

gedayi 

a. 


Big; a word of abuse. 


gedengbe 

n. 


Local beer; 

cf. ege. 

ge ga 

V. 


To be better; 

cf. ge, ga. 

ge ga kpata 

V. 


To be the best. 


gegeregi 

adv. 


Very (thin). 


gegeza 

n. 

fr 

Fruit of the lworwonci tree. 


gegezagi 

n. 

t 

Tree species. 


gena 

V. 


To be cooked; to be ripe; to 
be healed; to be done. 


gende 

a. 


Large; stout. 


gengen 

n. 


Clang of a bell or forge; 

cf. gongonyi. 

gere 

adv. 


Quickly; cf. vanyi. 


gerente 

adv. 


Very (large). 


gerewu 

a. 


Hard; tough. 

cf. gbansayi. 

gewuyi 

adv. 


Very (dry); 

geza 

V. 


Fringe. 


geza 

n. 

t 

Tree species, usually found 
on ant hills. 


gi 



Reduplicating prefix for 
verbs with initial, ga, ga, ge, 

gi? go 


g' 

V. 


To eat; to devour; to gnaw; to 





wear. 


g' 

V. 


To stand; 

cf. gikinni. 

gi 



Suffix meaning small. 


gyagya 

n. 


Charm put on anything to 
prevent its being taken; 

cf. kuti. 

gyagyagyagyayi 

adv. 


Loosely. 

cf. dzagayi, guranyi. 

gyagbwoyi 

adv. 


Very (many); 

gyakogyakogi 

a. 


Bare. 


gi akun 



Salutation for the rank, Nda 

Lile. 


gya mafl do3i 

n. 


Affection. 
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gyama 

n. 

r 

Chameleon. 


gyama 

n. 


Earthen plates used in the 
making of floors. 


gyamatsugi 

n. 

i 

Caterpillar. 


gyamu 

V. 


To have a burrowing abscess; 

cf. egbo, Jiswa. 

gyangalu 

n. 


Large bird like a marabout 
stork. 


gyantogyantoyi 

adv. 


Flat-footedly. 


gyaria 

n. 


Reconciliation. 


gyaria 

V. 


To trim the hair or beard; to 
shave. 


gyaria 

a. 


Long. 


gyajlngiagi 

n. 

an 

Small ants that carry away 
dead insects. 


gyajlagi 

a. 


Small. 

cf. gyagbwoyi. 

gyaswonyi 

adv. 


Very (many); 

gyaniagyanyayi 

adv. 


Very (fine). 


gibagiba 

n. 


Genital disease. 


gibi 

n. 


Wretch. 


gibo 

n. 


Self respect; self esteem. 


gidarina 

n. 


Design in embroidery. 


gidegi 

n. 


Rank among the followers of 
the Jiaba. 


gidi 

n. 


Salutation for the rank, 

Tswanku. 


gidigba 

n. 


Frolic; frisk. 


gidigbo 

n. 

mi 

Kakanda drum; a wooden 
drum; An open trough hung 
up in the farm and struck 
with two sticks to frighten 
birds. Now no longer in use. 


gidigidi 

adv. 


Hurriedly; hastily. 


gidigidiyi 

adv. 


Very (many); 

cf. jigijiginyi, nyasasanyi. 

gifi 

n. 


Bird's craw. 


gigaka 



Salutation for the rank, 

Ndakotsu. 


gigi 

a. 


Young (refers only to 
animals). 


gigi aziibi 

n. 

hb 

An Asben horse; 

cf. baazubi. 

gikagi 

adv. 


Very (little). 


gikun 

n. 


gums. 


gikinni 

V. 


To stand; to cease; to stop. 


gimaci 

n. 

t 

Tree species. 


gimba 

n. 


Salutation for the ranks, 
Nnafyanya, and Nagenu. 


gi 'mi gi de gi 

n. 


Gossiper; tattler; 

lit. one who stands both inside 
and outside of the compound; 

cf. rokoto. 

gimikpa 

V. 


To argue; 

cf. gbomi. 

gin 



Initial reduplication prefix for 
verbs with initial syllable, 





gin. 
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gin 

V. 


To grind com the second 
time; 

cf. go. 

gi 'na gbanwo 



Salutation for the rank, Yitsa. 


gincitsu 

n. 

Pi 

Poisonous plant; 

cf. enagintsu. 

gindi 

n. 


Tether rope; cf. egban doko. 


gimfuru 

n. 


Skin disease. 


gingmni 

n. 


Fingers; toes. 


ginkokoro 

n. 


Salutation common to all 





weavers. 


gintara 

n. 


Tongue. 


gintin 

V. 


To mutter; to murmur; to 
grumble. 


gmtun 

n. 


Pestle; 

cf. etun. 

ginya 

n. 


Rank among native princes, 

the salutation for which is, 
Kobo. 

gira 

n. 

b 

Kestrel or sparrow-hawk. 


giradinko 

n. 

b 

Eagle; 


giranyi 

adv. 


Very (large). 


giri 

adv. 


Smoothly. 


giri 

adv. 


Quickly. 


giri 

n. 


Goblin. 


giri 

a. 


Large. 


giri 

n. 


Dog collar. 


girigip 

n. 


Cloud; mist; fog; 

cf. para. 

giriko 

n. 


Skunk. 


giriku 

n. 


Suddenness. 


gife 

adv. 


Only; 

cf. kadanyi. 

gitsu 

n. 


Princes or princess; royalty; 
saluted as, Lerama. 


giwa 

n. 


Salutation for the ranks, 

Ndaeji, Ubandawaki. 


giwo 

n. 


Conceit; arrogance. 


giye 

n. 


Tear; sap. 


giye 

n. 


Name; 

cf. kaye, suna, eye. 

giye ya 'tun 

V. 


To be overcome (by the sight 
of). 


gizo 

n. 


Shock (of hair). 


gizogi 

n. 


Piles; a boil; 

cf. ewogi, sun. 

g' 3 ' 

V. 


To confound; 

cf. 3i. 

go 

V. 


To tie; to tether. 


go 

V. 


To grind. 


go 

V. 


To take; to accept; to receive; 
to endure; to bear. 


go 

V. 


To support; to stay; to brace. 


gob a 

V. 


To go about; to pass around; 

cf. makeje. 

gobandawaki 



See ubandawaki. 


goba 

n. 


Silversides, fish species. 

Brycinus macrolepidotus 

gobele 



Vendors' call for elo nuwa. 


gobi 

n. 

i 

Large wood weevil. 


gobogoda 

V. 


To be very few or little; 

cf. degi. 

godln 

V. 


To draw; to tighten. 


godo 

V. 


To camp. 
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godo 

n. 

b 

Pelican. 


godo 

n. 

tx 

Cloth woven on an upright 
loom. 


godo ba e3i o 

V. 


To besiege; to camp around a 
town. 


godogodo godongo 



When used with the verb jin 
means, to substitute; 

cf. goyega. 

goga 

n. 


Well. 


goga 

V. 


To pass; to out-go. 


go 'ga 

V. 


To interpret; 

cf. go. 

goga 

n. 


Interpreter. 


gogi 

a. 


Fifteen; also pronounced, 

gwegi, gwogi. 


gogo 

n. 

an 

Black ant which burrows in 
the ground, usually found in 
the fields. 


gogogogoyi 

adv. 


Very (warm). 


gogonti 

n. 


High ground; cf. kosunti. 


gogorokoyi 

adv. 


Very (high). 


goke 

n. 


Hatchet used for cutting 
horse feed. 


gokpagi 

adv. 


Small. 

cf. dingban. 

gokun 

V. 


To struggle to break away, as 
one who wants to fight; 


golengi 

n. 


Fish species. 


go 'lu le 'ba 

n. 


Salutation common to all 

lit. take the birds' sleeping 




woodcarvers; 

place. 

gomaga 

adv. 


Rather; instead; 

cf. kakada. 

gombara 

n. 


Grass species, the bark of 
which is used for binding 





purposes. 


gombara 'bagi 

n. 


Weed species, from which an 

the root also is used in making 




oil is taken that is used in 
preparing certain foods; 

a red dye. 

gomi 

V. 


To reply; to answer; to 
acknowledge; 

cf. 3egS. 

gona 

n. 


Large baggy trousers 
embroidered; 

cf. kamu. 

gondzuru 

n. 

g 

Grass species 

much used for thatching. 

gongi 

n. 


First weeding of the farm 
after the com has been 
planted. 


gonginni 

n. 


Tooth pick. 


gongonyi 

n. 


Clang of a bell or 
blacksmith's anvil. 


gonta 

n. 


Grass fields. 


gonti bokun 

n. 

g 

Grass 

? Ctenium newtonii. 

gonyi 

V. 


To become; to suit. 


gope 

V. 


To be wide; to be broad. 


gorigori 

adv. 


Very (large); 

cf. gborigbori. 

goriba 

n. 


Doom palm. 


goro 

n. 


Hook. 
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goro 

n. 

Undertakers; 

cf. worogbe. 

Goro 

n. 

Rank among the followers of 

the salutation for which is, 



Nda Lile at Makwa, 

Gboyafaru. 

gorozo 

excl. 

Expression of greatness; 

cf. nusa. 

gosogosoyi 

adv. 

Very (slender). 


gosungwa 

n. 

Upright post to support a roof 
or beam; a brace; a clamp; a 




vice. 


gowa fumfuru 

n. 

Green grass snake. 


goya 

n. 

Double of the bush cow. 


goya 

n. 

Grass fields when 
overflooded. 


goyega 

V. 

To replace; to do in return; 

cf. ga, gagba. 

goyega 

V. 

To interpret. 


goyi 

n. 

Ful6e, Fulani 


gozan 

n. 

Barber. 


go 'za nyika 


Salutation for the chief of 
Mulya. 


gozo 

excl. 

Expression of greatness; 

cf. gorozo. 

go zunma 

V. 

To bring up the rear; to be 
last. 


gu 


Reduplicating prefix for 
verbs with initial go, gu. 


gu 

V. 

To burst. 


guba 

a. 

Two. 


gubaba 

a. 

Both. 


gubata 

n. 

Smelting works. 


guda 

n. 

Unit. 


gudani 

n. 

Black unglazed tobe. 


guda yema 

excl. 

Vendors' call for cooked rice. 


gudegi 

n. 

Grass species; 

cf. budegi. 

gudibo 

n. 

Salutation for Nda kuti. 


gudikoyi 

adv. 

Very (large). 


gudu 

n. 

Descent; a steep place; a 




ravine. 


gudugudu 

n. 

Fowl basket; 

cf. luka. 

guduguduyi 

adv. 

Everywhere; 

cf. bagabagayi. 

gudumawa 

n. 

Flelp; assistance; 

cf. ewuce. 

guguguguyi 

adv. 

Droopingly. 


gugugukoyi 

adv. 

Very (large). 


guguruguguruyi 

adv. 

Very (many); plentifully; 

cf. nyasasanyi. 

gugwa 

a. 

Empty handed; 

cf. gwatsa. 

gujia 

n. 

Frontal of a child's head. 


gulu 

n. 

Vulture. 


gululu 

n. 

Fly-wheel on a spinning 
spindle. 


gumadza 

n. 

Marabou stork. 


giimba 

adv. 

Tightly; closely. 


giimba 

n. 

Beverage made from guinea- 
corn flour, honey and water. 


gun 


Initial reduplication prefix for 
verbs with initial syllable 
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gun. 


gun 

V. 


To meet; to attain; to amount 
to; to come or join together. 


gun 

V. 


To compare. 


gun 

V. 


To sew two edges together. 


gun 

V. 


To commit; to leave with; to 
put to. 


gun 

V. 


To kindle. 


gun 

V. 


To climb; to ascend. 


gun 

V. 


To be angry; to be provoked. 


gun 

V. 


To reach its limit. 


gun 

V. 


To war against; to besiege. 


gun 

V. 


To be in (a hole). 


gunci 

n. 


Invalid. 


gungba 

n. 


Wave; ripple; cf. gbangba. 


gun 'gbo 

V. 


To bunt; cf. da 'gbo, egbo. 


gungoro 

n. 

fr 

Fruit of the gungoroci tree, 

which is used to make din 





gboroka syrup. 

gungoroci 

n. 

t 

Fruit bearing tree. 


gunguru 

a. 


Whole; perfect; entire. 


gunji 

n. 


Sand-hank. 


gunkfn 

adv. 


How many. 


gunkun 

V. 


To war; to battle; to fight; 

cf. gun, ekun. 

gun lajin 

V. 


To breakfast. 


gunlo 

adv. 


Very (large, stout). 


gunlolo 

n. 


Sickness said to be brought 
on by eating green locust 
fruit. 


gunma 

n. 


Hedgehog? 


gunmada 

V 


To hunger; to starve; 

cf. mada. 

gunmi 

V. 


To conspire; 

lit. to put the mouths together. 

gunmi 

V. 


To be in the head (as com); 

cf. gun. 

gunmika 

n. 


Muzzle; an iron fastened to 
the nose; 

cf. takukumi. 

gunmikpango 

V. 


To argue; 

cf. gbomi. 

gunnianyi 

adv. 


Slowly. 


gunni 

a. 


Four; gunini, all four. 


gunnya 

n. 


Very light chestnut coloured 
(horse). 


gunnu 

n. 


Traditional ceremony 


gunye 

V. 


To pity; to be compassionate; 
to be merciful. 


gura 

n. 


Grass sack, twenty thousand 
cowries or one head. 


gura sakun 

n. 


Sack cloth; a cloth made of 
cotton and hemp. 

cf. dzagayi, giagbwoyi. 

guranyi 

adv. 


Very (much, many); 

gurayi 

adv. 


Completely. 


guri 

n. 


Desire; ambition; 

cf. yekpa. 

guru 

a. 


Fine; nice; 

cf. sara. 

guru 

n. 


Horn (of animals). 


guru 

n. 


Switch-up-snare. 
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guru 

n. 

Bellows. 


guruntu 

guruza 

adv. 

Sprawlingly. 

Salutation for the ranks, 

Alikali, Lukpan, Sonkali. 


gusa 

n. 

Bamboo. 


gusanyi 

adv. 

Very (full). 


gusanyi 

adv. 

Very (poor looking); poorly. 


gusugusuyi 

adv. 

Everywhere; untidy. 


gufe 

n. 

Hole; pit; gully; ditch; 
burrow; cave. 


guta 

a. 

Three; giitata, all three. 


gutsun 

a. 

Five; gutsuntsun, all five. 


gutswanyi 

a. 

Six; gutswanyitswanyi, all 
six. 


gutwaba 

a. 

Seven; gutwabatwaba, all 

seven. 


gutota 

a. 

Eight; gutotatota, all eight. 


gutwani 

a. 

Nine; gutwanitwani; all 
nine. 


guwo 

a. 

Ten; giiwowo, all ten. 


gu 3 ia 

n. 

Groundnuts; peanuts. 


gujunma 

a. 

Old; tough; 

cf. nusa. 

gwaba 

n. 

Helping to carry; the 
entrusting 

cf. bagwa. 

gwagana 

n. 

Species of weaver bird; 

cf. gwangi. 

gwagban 

n. 

Slowness; 

cf. gban. 

gwago 

n. 

Success; 

cf. gogwa. 

gwagoci 

n. 

Substitute; a security. 


gwaka 

n. 

Wrist band, said to act as a 
charm when boxing. 


gwaka 

n. 

Measure, roughly about 18 
inches; a cubit. 


gwako 

n. 

Handful; the fist. 


gwakpa 

n. 

Elbow. 


gwaku 

n. 

Handful; 

cf. gwako. 

gw ala 

n. 

Handle. 

cf. dangi. 

gwala gwalagi 

n. 

Branch; a limb; 

gwalu 

n. 

Abandoning; acquitting; 
forgiving. 


gwangi 

n. 

Weaver bird. 


gwapa 

n. 

Wing; 

cf. pampagi. 

gwapa 

n. 

Written charm to ensure 
prosperity; 

cf. laya. 

gwasa 

a. 

One hundred and eighty. 


gwasa 

n. 

Competition. 


gwasogi 

n. 

Felon; a whitlow. 


gwasun 

n. 

Holding; 

cf. sungwa. 

gwatogwato 

adv. 

Alternately. 


gwatsa 

a. 

Empty-handed. 


gwatso 

n. 

Quickness; 

cf. tsogwa. 

gwazunma 

n. 

Junior. 


gwogi gwegi 

a. 

Fifteen; also pronounced. 
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gwogworwoyi 

adv. 

gogi 

Very (high); 

cf. gagara, gogorokoyi 

gwongwonyi 

adv. 

Fiercely; 

cf. kwarikwari. 


H 

ha 

V. 

To stick into (as a pin in a 


ha 

V. 

cushion); to carry (in the 
arms). 

To make uneasy; to make 

cf. haha. 

ha 

excl. 

uncomfortable; 

Exclamation of surprise. 


hagahagayi 

adv. 

Very (thin). 


hagakoyi harakoyi 

adv. 

Very (wide); 

cf. wagakoyi. 

hagayi 

adv. 

Quickly. 


haji 

n. 

Pilgrimage to Mecca; 

cf. alahaji. 

haha 

haha 

V. 

See kara. 

To be uncomfortable; to be 


hahanyi 

adv. 

uneasy; cf. ha. 

Sharply, as the sound of dry 


hahawugi 

n. 

grass being broken down. 
Design in embroidery. 


hahayi 

adv. 

Loudly. 


hamhamyi 

adv. 

Ravenously. 


hankali 

n. 

Sense; prudence; 

cf. yema. < Flausa 

hankuri 

n. 

forethought; care; 
intelligence; 

Meekness; patience; 


hanyi 

adv. 

forbearance; resignation. 
Sharply; 

cf. hahanyi. 

hanyi 

adv. 

Very (large, wide). 


hanyi 

n. 

Tearing or ripping sound. 


harafiya 

a. 

Good; well; 

cf. ge. 

haraharaharayi 

adv. 

Pell-mell; disorderly; 


harafi 

n. 

carelessly. 

Letter of the alphabet; a 

cf. baki. 

hari 

prep. 

word; 

Until; till; as far as. 


hawu 

n. 

Cracking sound of dry 

cf. hahanyi. 

hawu 

n. 

leaves; 

Munching or cracking sound 

cf. kpurukpuruyi. 

hawuhawugi 

haya 

n. 

made by one biting into a raw 
vegetable; 

See hahawugi. 

Writing on a slate which is 


hayihayi 

n. 

washed off and drunk as 
medicine. 

Cracking sound of dry grass; 

cf. hawu. 

hayihayi 

adv. 

Fiercely; 

cf. kwarikwari. 

hayihayi 

adv. 

Creepingly. 

cf. gajikiya, akika 

hayinanyi 

n. 

Truth; 
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hahahahayi 

n. 

Sound of low laughing. 


hahayi 

hi 

adv. 

Pantingly. 

Initial reduplication prefix for 
verbs with initial syllable ha. 


higira 

n. 

is Hijira or Muslim year. 


hln 

adv. 

Yes. 


hlnyi 

adv. 

Yes. 


hlnyi 

adv. 

No. 


ho 

excl. 

Exclamation of surprise; cf. 
English, Oh. 


hobi 

excl. 

Exclamation of surprise; 

also, hobijan. 

hodan 

excl. 

Exclamation of surprise. 


hoho 

excl. 

Exclamation expressing 
disinterest. 


hoho 

excl. 

Exclamation of surprise. 


hoyi 

n. 

Noise one makes when 
yawning. 


honhon 

a. 

Wild; raw; as applied to a 
non-Muslim. 


honyi 

adv. 

Badly. 


hunyi 

n. 

Cracking sound of dry grass; 

cf. hawu. 

hunyi 

adv. 

Very (much, many); 

cf. tunyi, hanyi. 

hwoyi 

n. 

Tearing or ripping sound; 

cf. hanyi. 


I 

ib a da 

n. 

Service; worship. 


imani 

n. 

Faith; submission (Muslim); 

cf. yiyakpe 

ibili 

n. 

Evil one. 


Injil(a) 

p.n. 

New Testament; 

cf. linjila. 


J 

jam 

excl. 

Expression of displeasure or 
disapproval. 

<Fulfulde jam though this is 
usually positive. 

jahdi 

n. 

Jihad or Holy War; 

cf. jihadi. 

jahili 

V. 

To be ignorant, 

i.e. with respect to religion. 

jajayi 

adv. 

Quietly; softly. 


jama 

n. 

Assembly; a crowd. 


jamfuru 

V. 

To jump; to leap; to spring; 

cf. yifuru. 

jamfuru da 'ba tsun 

n. 

Short underskirt worn by 
women. 


janja 

adv. 

Together. 


jankpegi 

a. 

Short; 

cf. dzankpegi. 

janyi 

adv. 

Exactly; accurately; 

cf. kianyi. 

jaso 

n. s 

Snake that lives in the top of 
palm trees; 

also geso. 

jayi 

adv. 

Gently; softly; 

cf. jajayi. 

jagbyangi 

a. 

Thin. 


jagbyanyi 

adv. 

Everywhere; all over; 

cf. bagabagayi. 
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j any aj liny agi 

a. 

Worthless; unreliable. 


jaraba 


See zaraba. 


je 

V. 

To flow; to run (as water). 


je 

V. 

To bear fruit (as the lonci 
tree). 


je 

V. 

To spin or twist; 


jeci 

n. 

t Tree species. 


jebanci 

n. 

Spurtle or stirring stick for 
porridge. 


jejenyi 

adv. 

Quickly; 

cf. vavanyi. 

jeka 

n. 

Rubbish; dirt washed away 
by the rain; 

cf. gbati. 

jekpe 

n. 

Porridge cooked before the 
sauce, which is afterwards 
cooked in the same pot; 

cf. jetagi. 

jekun jenkun 

jekun 

n. 

Leaving; food left over from 
the previous night. 


n. 

Breasts of a young girl just 
forming. 



jema 


See jama. 


jenaba 

n. 

Cleansing. 


jengi 

n. 

Bundle; truss (of grass for 
thatching). 


jenejenegi 

a. 

Small; 

cf. janiajaniagi. 

jenu 

n. 

Genii; 

cf. bata jenu. 

jere 

adv. 

Straightly (as in a line); 

cf. gboro. 

jeregi 

adv. 

Very (thin as a string). 


jetagi 


See jekpe. 


jetsa 

a. 

Sauceless. 


ji 


Reduplicating prefix for 
verbs with initial, dza, dza, 
dzwa, dzwa, je. 


jiba 

V. 

To acknowledge; to give 
honour or respect to; to 
inform. 


jiba 

n. 

Tree species. 


jibaye 

V. 

To describe (a place); 

cf. jiye. 

jibele 

adv. 

Very (many). 


jigada 

n. 

Yam cultivar. 


jigajigayi 

adv. 

Staggering; unsteadily. 


jigangi 

n. 

Bed bug. 


j'gayi 

adv. 

Very (much tangled). 


jigban 

n. 

Old or aged person; 

cf. nusa. 

jigbejigbe 

adv. 

Very (shaky). 


jigbuyi 

adv. 

Very (much tangled); untidy; 

cf. jigayi. 

jigijiginvi 

adv. 

Very (much tangled); 

cf. jigayi 

jigijigi 

adv. 

Very (shaky); 

cf. 3igi3igi 

jihadi 

n. 

Holy War; 

cf. jahdi. 

jika 

n. 

Bag; sack; pouch. 


jikana 

n. 

Sand. 


jikpe 

a. 

Unsettled; 

cf. kpeji. 

jilaleni 

n. 

Book on Islamic law. 
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jima 

n. 

Friday; 

jin 

V. 

To do; to make; to cause; to 
manage; to create; to 
perform. 

jin a 


to assist; to cause. 

jin aciii 


do thus; do so. 

jin aclnga 


do thus; do so. 

jin adiko 


to make a haversack. 

jin aduwa 


to pray. 

jin ad ini 


to be religious. 

jin akwawu 


to be a clerk. 

jin alada 


to observe the custom. 

jin alajibi 


to be or do something 
wonderful. 

jin all kali 


to be or act judge. 

jin alikawoli 


to make an agreement. 

jin alheri 


to do good. 

jin alubarfka 


to bless. 

jin alugusu 


to defraud. 

jin aluwajl 


to boast; to brag. 

jin aluzwalumi 


to defraud. 

jin anfani 


to profit; to benefit. 

jin ani 


to have done already. 

jin anlnga 


to do thus. 

jin anyici 


to slander; to defame. 

jin arola 


to perform ceremonial 
ablutions. 

jin aro 


to lend; to borrow. 

jin asara 


to meet with misfortune. 

jin ajlada 


to belittle. 

jin ayfla 


to menstruate. 

jin aziki 


to be prosperous; to be 
fortunate. 

jin ba 


to defame. 

jin bagi 


to be a man. 

jin barika 


to bless; to wish a blessing. 

jin bana 


to destroy. 

jin bara 


to beg. 

jin baru 


to pretend. 

jin ba 


to be filthy. 

jin biblnyl 


to throb. 

jin biki 


to hold a traditional feast. 

jin biribiri 


to be worried. 

jin bo 


to imitate; to ape. 

jin bo a de a ga 


to do for man's sake; to do 
for praise. 

jin boli 


to urinate. 

jin boj'i 


to cheat. 

jin buca 


to do private work. 

jin bukata 


to be busy. 

jin ceto 


to do a kindness. 

jin cigbe 


to make medicine. 


Additional information 
cf. dzuma. 
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jin clngun 

to have a cold, or fever. 

jin clnle 

to try; to attempt. 

jin dangida 

to do mischief. 

jin daji 

to create a mutual fund. 

jin dabara 

to contrive. 

jin dakyanyi 

to try for a long time. 

jin dalili 

to influence. 

jin deganga 

to act slyly; to pretend. 

jin dowuma 

to call on; cf. tamida. 

jin dunyi 

to be absorbed in thought. 

jin dzana 

to give a parting gift. 

jin fadanci 

to bribe with or give a 
present. 

jin fari 

to boast; to brag; to glory. 

jin farigaba 

to be restless; to be nervous. 

jin firigita 

to be restless. 

jin fitina 

to bother; to trouble. 

jin 'fo 

to be a long (time); to be 
ancient; to endure; to last 
long. 

jin foro 

to master; to train; to correct; 
to punish. 

jin fujl 

to be angry. 

jin gboduwa 

to be awkward. 

jinga 

to avenge; to revenge; to do 
in return. 

jin gafara 

to forgive. 

jin gaga 

to be proud. 

jin ganawa 

to meet, to counsel. 

jin gani 

to perform a certain 
traditional dance. 

jin gayiti 

to ease nature. 

jin garni 

to help; to assist. 

jin gandama 

to dispute. 

jin ganiga 

to raise insurrection. 

jin ganyi 

to gawk; to stare. 

jin gbanya 

to try; to persevere. 

jin gbankogi 

to delay. 

jin 'gi 

to adopt. 

jin giaria 

to reconcile. 

jin gibo 

to show independence. 

jin goyega 

see jin ga. 

jin gudiunawa 

to do a kindness. 

jin gugunyl 

to be huddled up. 

jin 'gun 

to do evil. 

jlnguri 

to try. 

jin hankali 

to beware; to take care; to 
mind. 

jin hankuri 

to be patient; to endure. 

jin jikana 

to divine in sand. 

jinjin 

the doing; the making. 

jin kafa 

to be idle; to idle. 


Additional information 
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jin karambani 

to speculate. 

jin karatun 

to read; to study. 

jin kariko 

to last; to endure. 

jin kaseta 

to be fully developed. 

jin kajikaji 

to be distant; to be formal. 

jin kamata 

to act or be like. 

jin kana 

to like; to love. 

jin kangara 

to rebel; to make sedition. 

jin kankanci 

to disappoint. 

jin kasota 

See jin kaseta. 

jin keta 

to do evil. 

jin kiaye 

to beware. 

jin kita 

to judge; to decide 

jin kodagba 

to go about trading. 

jin kodari 

to covet. 

jin komara 

to be easy going. 

jin kokari 

to try; to persevere. 

jin kokanto 

to doubt 

jin kokowa 

to quarrel. 

jin kombeke 

to doubt. 

jin kondo 

to dance the kondo dance. 

jin kongi 

to prepare food and send it 
around. 

jin konkonyl 

to doubt 

jin kotonkoci 

to illustrate. 

jin kpankana 

to be daring. 

jin kula 

to care. 

jin kumbuli 

to be angry. 

jin kunmalo 

to vomit. 

jin kurenge 

to be bold; to be brazen. 

jin kuti 

to perform a masquerade. 

jin kponyi 

to finish completely. 

jin lalace 

to be spoiled. 

jin lali 

to entreat; to plead. 

jin lana 

to be in trouble; to trouble. 

jin ledan 

to confide. 

jin lefl 

to sin; to offend. 

jin lialiaJI 

to plead; to entreat; 

jin lisafl 

to reckon; to add. 

jin londzogi 

to deceive. 

jin lovogi 

to deceive. 

jin manafiki 

to act the hypocrite. 

jin marlko 

to tattle. 

jin muci 

to prepare. 

jin muradi 

to desire. 

jin muruna 

to be glad. 

jin nusa 

to be old; aged. 

jin purayi 

to be white, or dusty. 

jin pupuyi 

to throb. 

jin raha 

to play. 

jin ratsa 

to disappoint. 

jin 'rl 

to witness. 


Additional information 


cf. jin lali. 
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jin rikici 
jin rokoto 
jin rongomi 
jin sabawa 
jin sabo 
jin sala 

jin swa 

jin sababi 
jin sagali 
jin sunna 

jin Jembelegi 
jin Jiaka 
jlnjlani 
jin Jiankala 
jin jike 
jin/ikia 
jin Jidanyl 
jin Jiriya 
jin Jirunyi 
jin takara 
jin takayici 
jin tama tamani 

jin tarawa 
jin taruba 
jin tasari 

jin tasoninyagi 
jin tatagi 
jin tawaye 
jin takadiri 
jin talonci 
jin taujiri 
jin tawure 
jin temako 
jin tonto 
jin tosayi 
jin tsama 
jin tsawa 
jin tsayeya 
jin tuba 
jin tuma 
jin tunny! 
jin turabi 
jin tuJI 
jin wala 

jin wawawawayi 
jin warankaci 


C English _ 

to betray, 
to tattle, 
to reduce. 

to be accustomed to. 
to play. 

to perform devotions or 
prayers. 

to be particular about ones 
person, 
to dispute, 
to be busy. 

to live in seclusion (as 

Muslim women). 

to be worldly; to be lewd. 

to refuse. 

to be busy. 

to fornicate. 

to hiccough. 

to hiccough. 

to be silent; to be quiet. 

to judge. 

to be silent; to be quiet, 
to review a lesson, 
to disappoint, 
to think; to experiment; to 
try. 

to help; to assist (in fishing), 
to be short sighted, 
to be spoiled; to have a 
misfortune, 
to be forward, 
to be foolish, 
to be suspicious, 
to suspect. 

to be poor; to be in want, 
to preach, 
to castrate, 
to do a kindness, 
to divide into shares, 
to show respect, 
to ridicule, 
to thunder. 

to be balky; to be stubborn, 
to repent, 
to suspect, 
to be quiet, 
to divine. 

to make a review of studies, 
to suffer; to agonise; to 
afflict. 

to be slouchy. 
to disappoint. 


Additional information 
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jin wo 



to be able. 


jin wolima 



to make a feast. 


jin wurungi 



to play a game. 


jin wu 



to pucker (the mouth). 


jin wuya 



to be difficult; 


jin ye 



to be independent; to be 
showy. 


jin yebo 



to thank. 


jin yeda 



to assent; to agree; to 
approve; to allow. 


jin yisabi 



to divine; to understand the 
use of numerals. 


jin yijlrminya 



to sing carols. 


jin zamba 



to do a mean act; to do 
mischief. 


jin zaraba 



to have a passionate desire 
for. 


jin zawoya 



to do a kindness. 


jin zere 



to be accustomed to, or 
acquainted with. 


jin ziyara 



to do a kindness. 


jin zo 



to accomplish. 


jin zuba 



to blue. 


jin zunnubi 



to sin; to offend. 


jin zwalunci 



to defraud. 


jin 3inke 



to help; to assist. 

cf. cewu. 

jin 3inkiri 



to delay. 

cf. woncln. 

jin 3lnma 



to be large. 

jin 3i3inyl 



to be stupid. 

cf. kegbugbu, 3k 

jin 3uya 



to be fleshy; to be fat; 


jlndzara 

n. 


Snag. 


jindza jindzara 

n. 


Fringe; 

cf. dindzara. 

jin ga a 

excl. 


Salutation for Kuta. 


jinjln 

V. 


Doing; the making; 

cf. jin. 

jinjere 

n. 

d 

Skin disease, usually appears 
between the toes. 


jinjere 

n. 

fr 

Fruit of the jinjereci tree. 


jinjereci 

n. 

t 

Tree with edible fruit. 


jmjmyl 

adv. 


Very (large, stout). 


jinjinyi 

adv. 


Fleavily; 

cf. tlntlnyl. 

jmjmyl 

adv. 


Tightly; 

cf. gbangbannyi. 

jiya 

V. 


To be poor; to be poverty 
stricken. 


jiye 

V. 


To describe (features). 
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K 





ka 

V. 


To hatch; to incubate. 


ka 

V. 


To mix; to mingle; in infect; 

cf. keba, 16 . 

ka 

V. 


To cut; to strike (as with a 
sword). 


ka 

V. 


To write. 


ka 

V. 


To coil; to wind on. 


ka 

V. 


To begin; to commence; 

cf. ya. ^ 

ka 

V. 


To regard; to mind; to care 
about; 

cf. dasa, lwo. 

ka 

conj. 


if; 

cf. kaba. 

ka 

V. 


To plant; 

cf. dzo. 

ka 

n. 


Time; 

cf. eka, kami. 

ka 

n. 


Body; 

cf. eba. 

ka 

V. 


To wait. 


ka 

adv. 


Even; though; 

cf. kaba. 

ka 

V. 


To hoop; 

cf. ya. 

ka 

V. 


To gather, as a wind before a 
storm; 

cf. ku. 

ka 

V. 


To continue; to peipetuate; to 
re-do. 


ka 

V. 


To move about; to cast about; 

cf. ba, vun. 

Kaaba 

n. 

pn 

Kaaba at Mecca. 

< Arabic 

kaba 

n. 


Maize; 


kaba 

conj. 


If; though; 

cf. abeke, kaga. 

kabakabayi 

adv. 


Nervously; shakily; 
tremblingly. 


kabara 

n. 


To call to prayer; to call out 
Allah akbar, God is great. 


kabeke 

conj. 


If; though; 

cf. abeke, wun ayi ke. 

kace 

n. 


Avoiding, by turning out of 
the way; 

cf. ceka. 

kace 

n. 


Strolling about; the 
wandering about; 

cf. ceka, za. 

kaci 

n. 


Pretence; 

cf. cika. 

kacin a 

conj. 


Lest; else; otherwise. 


kadzo 

n. 


Rust. 


kafa 

n. 


Rank among native princes, 

the salutations for which are, 

Kobo, Lerama. 

kafa 

n. 


Nakedness; 

cf. yavun, yita. 

kafa 

n. 


Rest; quietness; 

cf. efa. 

kafa 

n. 


Preparation made from 
guinea-corn. 


kafi 

adv. 


When; 

cf. kami. 

kali mallam 

n. 


Grass species 

Evolvulus alsiniodes < Hausa. 
used in making a perfume. 

kafiri 

n. 


Non-Muslim; an unbeliever; 

cf. gberi. 

kafu 

n. 


Idleness; laziness; indolence. 


kafuru 

n. 


Camphor. 


kaga 



See gaka. 


kaga 

conj. 


Except; unless; 

cf. afe. 
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kagbangi 

a. 

Short; 

cf. kukurugi. 

kagbin 

a. 

Lost; strayed; damned; 

cf. gbinka. 

kagbo 

n. 

Power; strength; might; 
ability; wealth; riches. 


kagun 

a. 

Different; distinct; 

cf. kayi, tinyi. 

kai 

excl. 

Exclamation to attract ones 
attention; also of doubt. 

< Elausa 

kaji 

n. 

Small white-ant hill. 


kajigi 

n. 

Ventriloquism, 

said to be a spirit in a bag 
talking. 

kaka 

n. 

Beads at one time worn by 
women. 


kakada 

n. 

Sitting tailor fashion; 

cf. dakaka. 

kakadi 

adv. 

Rather; instead; 

cf. gomaga. 

kakanfari 

n. 

Beginning; 

cf. mafari. 

kakakakayi 

adv. 

Very (shaky); 

cf. kpekekpeke. 

^ _ 

A n - 

mi Trumpet played in sets for 

< Elausa 



the Etsu Nupe and other 
rulers 


kakaki 

kakamfo 

n. 


kakancela 

ka ka ndondo 

n. 

V 

kakanka 

n. 


kakara 

n. 

f 

kakarayi 

adv. 


kakawogi 

n. 

b 

kakawugi 

kakayi 

a. 


kakayi 

adv. 


kakf 

n. 

tx 

kakpa 

n. 

fo 

kakpan 

n. 


kakpe 

V. 


kako 

n. 


kaku 

V. 


kakii 

V. 


kakudiya 

n. 


kakun 

adv. 


kakuyi 

adv. 


kalakpa kalankpa 

n. 

tp 

kalami 

n. 


kalima 

n. 



One who has no relatives or 
interests in a place; a tramp; 

cf. etsa. 

Vine species; 

See ka ndondo. 

cf. enu. 

Beginning; commencement; 
Fish species. 

cf. kakanfari. 

Very (quickly); 

Bird which carries a head- 

crest. 

See hahawugi. 

cf. banyi. 

Different; 

Very (shaky). 

European khaki. 

Lyeless porridge. 

Shore; a beach. 

cf. kayi, tinyi 

To wrinkle; to crease; to 
overlap; 

Species of king vulture. 

To confiscate; 

To be stale; to be old. 

cf. kokpe. 

Tattoo marks on the cheeks; 

cf. kpele. 

When; 

Very (heavy). 

Fork of a tree. 

cf. kami. 

Word; 

The Muslim creed. 

cf. ega. 
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kalu 

n. 

b 

Bird seen only in the forest. 


kamada 

n. 

fo 

Food made from beans. 


kamasa 

n. 

Pi 

Weed found in the water. 


kamapo kamafo 



Term used in war when an 
entire village, which offers 
no resistance. 


kami 

n. 


Time; hour; age; 
dispensation; period; success, 
because he had knowledge of 
the times; 

cf. eka, sa. 

kami 

n. 


Measure; a cubit; roughly 
about 18 inches; 

cf. gwaka. 

kami 

adv. 


When. 


kami ndondo 

adv. 


Always; often; every time. 


kaniu 

a. 


Raw; doughy; uncooked. 


kaniu 

n. 


Large baggy trousers 
unembroidered; 

cf. gona. 

kan 

n. 


Farm; 

cf. lati. 

ka ndo 



See kami ndondo. 


ka ndoci 

n. 


Another time; bye and bye; 

cf. kami, ndoci. 

kandokun 

n. 


Cheaply prepared food; 

cf. kango. 

kaiidii 

n. 

c 

Aerial yam 

Dioscorea bulbifera 

kanfere 

n. 


Com leaves; 

cf. fere. 

kanga 

adv. 


Then; lit. at that time. 


kanga gancin 

adv. 


Then; at last. 


kangara 



See kangara. 


kangba 

n. 


Floop; the collar bone. 


kango 

n. 


Person who grinds com for a 
living; 

cf. kantsu. 

kaninya 

a. 


Useless; senseless; 

cf. banza. 

kankanyi 

a. 


Different; 

cf. kayi, tinyi. 

kankuru 

n. 


Flippopotamus. 


kansana 

a. 


Dry. 


kantsu 

n. 


Person who threshes corn for 
a living; 

cf. kango. 

cf. nyaka. 

kanya 

n. 


Informing; 

ka... nyi 

V. 


To begin; 

cf. ca, ya. 

kanyi 



See kayi. 


kapa 

n. 


Side; edge. 


kapangi 

n. 


Bean grown on flood land. 


kapoci 

n. 


Rafters or uprights of a roof. 


kara 

n. 


Calabash used in traditional 
religion. 


kara 

n. 


Stick used in laying out 
cotton thread for a loom. 


kara 

n. 


Crab. 


kara 

n. 


Sign; anything placed on 
tonto meat to distinguish it 
from that of another. 


kara 

n. 


Onion stem. 


kara 

V. 


To be caught, as refuse being 
washed down a rain gutter. 
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kara 

V. 


To surround; 

cf. goba, make3e. 

kara 

n. 


Wall around a compound 
which does not touch any of 
the enclosed houses; cf. 

sokun. 


kara 

adv. 


Never; ever; 

cf. cere. 

kara 

n. 


Cake or biscuit made from 
bean flour; fried cakes or 
dough-nuts. 

< Yoruba akara 

kara 

n. 


Load; bundle; cargo; burden; 
baggage;luggage. 


karaga 

n. 


Bed made from bamboo 
poles; a cage; 

cf. gado. 

karakarayi 

adv. 


Quickly; 

cf. vavanyi. 

karakarayi 

a. 


Steady; quiet; 

cf. karayi. 

karakarayi 

a. 


Restless; nervous. 


karambani 

n. 


Unwise or hasty speculation. 


karatun 

n. 


Reading; study; learning. 


karayi 

a. 


Quiet; steady. 


karayi 

adv. 


Clearly; entirely; a clear cut 
through. 


kare 

a. 


Rough. 


karigi 

n. 


Rabbit; 

cf. kyigi. 

kariko 

V. 


To last; to endure; 

cf. kaliko, jin 'fo. 

karo 

n. 


Paint. 


karugbengbe 

V. 


To straddle a child on the 
shoulder. 


kasa 

n. 


Large coarse basket for 
carrying bulky things. 


ka(n)sa 

n. 

r 

Crocodile. 


kasa 

excl. 


Alas! Oh my! 


kasa 

n. 


Rising early; 

cf. saka. 

kasagi 

n. 


Private work; 

cf. buca. 

kasana 

a. 


Dry; 

cf. kansana. 

kasamaza 



See pasamaza. 

cf. bikini, kasota. 

kaseta 

a. 


Great; mighty; 

kasuwa 

n. 

g 

Grass species 

used for horse feed. < Hausa 
Ryaasuuwaa. Pennisetum 
subangustum and P. 
pedicellatum. 

kasuwa’ba 

n. 

g 

Grass species. 


kasuwan kura 

excl. 


Salutation for the rank 

Barije. 


kajl 

n. 


Thrashing; 

cf. wulu. 

kajl 

n. 


Slime. 


kajla 

n. 

Pi 

Cassia plant. 


kajtn 

conj. 


Or. 


kajl kaji 

a. 


Distant; formal; doubtful. 


kata 

n. 


Umbrella. 


kata 

n. 


House; building; dwelling; 





room. 


kata dukiya 

n.p. 


Store house 
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kata fiti 

kata 'gun dm 

n-p. 


Bungalow; a two storey 
building. 


n.p. 


House with thin mud walls. 


kata lankpa 

n -P- 


Brick house. 


kata ledu 

n.p. 


Local jail. 


kata kpanu 

n.p. 


House with an iron pan roof. 


kata makundunnu 

n.p. 


Hyena trap. 


kata na a zun kpe kin na 

n-p. 


House with a veranda all 
around. 


kata nya enya 'kun 

ap. 


Armoury. 


kata 'ti kpere 

n P- 


House without a roof. 


kata 'ti tun la 

n-p. 


Roofless house. 


kata 3iko 

ap. 


European jail. 


katatso 

ap. 


House owner. 


katakpoti 

a. 


Poor; scanty. 


katamba 

n. 


Gate-way; entrance house; a 
lodge. 


katambo 

n. 


Armpit; 

also lukontata. 

katambo yakagi 

n. 


Tree species. 


katampa 

n. 

ai 

Hoe 

not quite as large as a 

zukunko. 

katangbeti 

n. 


House-top; cf. katanti. 


katanjebo 

n. 


Kitchen. 


katankpa 

n. 


Shin; 

cf. rogbo. 

katankpa 

n. 


Fall-trap to catch field rats 

cf. tangi, eko. 

katankpmni 

n. 


Agama lizard. 


katankpo 

n. 


Wooden clogs, worn after 





rain. 


katanjin 

n. 


Foundation of a house. 


katanti 

n. 


House-top; 

cf. katangbeti. 

kati kagigi 

n. 


Outside; the edge. 


katikati 

n. 


Trade corduroy cloth. 


katikoyi 

adv. 


Very (large). 

cf. eba. 

kato 

n. 


Wood box; place where 
wood is piled in a house; 


kato 

n. 


Giant. 


kato 

n. 


Space; berth. 


katsa 

n. 


Last weeding of the farm; 

cf. vunnu. 

katsagi 

n. 


Shrimp; 

also nda katsagi. 

katsakatsavi 

adv. 


Everywhere; untidily; 

cf. gusugusuyi. 

katsa 

n. 


Gruel made from guinea- 





corn. 


kawa 

a. 


Different; nice; 

cf. sara, titi. 

kawata 

n. 


Salutation for the rank, 

Swajiya. 


kawo nuwonci 

n. 


Tree species; 

Entada abyssinica; E. africana 

cf. lonci gaga. 

kavvu 

V. 


To yell; to screech; 

cf. tiwu, kpogun. 

kawura 

n. 


Rank among the king's 

the salutation for which is, 




messengers, 

Giwa. 

kawusa 

n. 

t 

Tree species, 

the leaves of which are 
covered with small thorns and 
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are used to polish wooden 
slates. 

kaya 

n. 


Ornaments; 

cf. enya sara, tsanganagi, 
yayisa. 

kaye 

n. 


Name; 

cf. eye, suna. 

kaye 

V. 


To look about; 

cf. ba, ka. 

kaye 

V. 


To peiplex; to astonish; to 





amaze. 


kaye 

V. 


To eye; to look piercingly at. 


kaye wuru 

V. 


To be bewildered; to be 
puzzled; 

cf. 3i. 

kayi 



See kai. 


kayi 

a. 


Different; 

cf. kakayi, kagun. 

kayigi 

n. 


Rabbit; 

cf. karigi. 

kazun ana 

n. 


This time. 


ka 3 yayi 

a. 


Rough; 

cf. kare. 

ka 

ka 

V. 


To cackle; to be preparing to 
lay (as a hen). 


V. 


To show a light; 

cf. ma. 

ka 

V. 


To bend; to be crooked; 

cf. ya. 

ka 

V. 


To wring; to twist. 


ka 

V. 


To milk (an animal). 


ka 

V. 


To fry, in a pan or pot. 


ka 

V. 


To forbid; to hinder; to 
detain; to dam; to block. 


ka 

V. 


To drive or herd (as cattle). 


ka 

V. 


To open out (as an umbrella). 

cf. kaye. 

ka 

V. 


To mask; to partition; 

ka 

ka 

V. 


To drive, as a nail or stake; to 
bunt; to bump. 


V. 


To grow or wear whiskers or 
moustache. 



kabari 

n. 


Grave; tomb; 

cf. kojia, ruwo. < Hausa 

kabido 

n. 


Mantle or rain coat, 

made from grass, formerly 
worn by Fulbe herdsmen. 

kabido 

n. 


Pattern in trade cloth. 


kacinni 

a. 


Private. 


kada 

a. 


Bent; crooked. 


kadaka kara 

adv. 


Never; ever; 

cf. kara. 

kadanyi 

adv. 


Only; exactly; precisely; 

cf. kete. 

kadikadi 

a. 


Poor (language); crooked; 

cf. ka. 

kadzagi 

a. 


Thin. 


kafazuru 



See karifazuru. 


kafo 

n. 

mi 

Horn (musical instrument); 

made from the horn of the 
harnessed antelope. < Hausa 

kagaruwa 



See kangaruwa. 


kagayi 

adv. 


Very (large). 


kagagi 

a. 


Thin. 


kaka 

n. 

b 

Wild duck. 


kakaci 

n. 


Disappointment; 

cf. kankanci. 

kakakakayl 

adv. 


Very (much cracked); 

cf. kakanyi. 

kakanyi 

adv. 


Completely; 

cf. fenyi, kponyi. 
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kakanyi 

adv. 


Very (much cracked); 

cf. kakakakayi, kpankpanyi. 

kakanyi 

adv. 


Quickly; 

cf. vavanyi. 

kaku 

V. 


To nudge; 

cf. ka. 

kakiigii 

a. 


Thin. 


kaliko 

V. 


To last; to endure; to be a 





long time. 


kalo 

adv. 


Only; 

cf. to to. 

kama duku 

n. 


Sweet potatoes; 

cf. duku. 

kama 

a. 


Like. 

cf. do3i, kamata. 

kama 

a. 


Whole; all; entire; 

cf. kpata. 

kamani 

a. 


Like; 

cf. kama. 

kamata 

a. 


Like; 

cf. kama. 

Kambari 

p.n. 


Kambari people northwest of 

cf. Gambari. 




the Nupe 


kamna 

n. 


Love; 

cf. boye, clncin, kana. 

kana 

n. 


Kink. 


kana 

n. 


Stubbornness. 


kana 

n. 

m 

Small grey monkey 

(mona guenon). 

kana 

n. 


Accompaniment (played on a 





drum). 


kanafuru 

n. 


Cloves; 

cf. kanufuri. <Arabic via 





Hausa 

kanangu(gi) 

n. 

mi 

Hourglass-drum carried 

and used to accompany praise¬ 




under the arm 

singing through speech- 





imitation. < Hausa 

kanajikanajl 

a. 


Poor; 

cf. kadikadi. 

kangara 

n. 


Job; contract (refers only to 

cf. lada. 




work taken by tailors); 


kangara 

n. 


Treason; sedition. 


kangaragi 

a. 


Thin. 


kangari 

n. 


Stake. 


kangari nyankpa 



Salutation for the rankjiaba; 

lit. an iron stake. 

kangaruwa 

a. 


Empty; 

cf. vunia. 

kangbajl 

excl. 

sa 

Salutation for the rank 





Makun. 


kangi 

n. 


Fastening. 


kangi 

n. 


Somersault; 

cf. kiti. 

kangiri 

adv. 


Very (large). 


kangurugi 

a. 


Thin. 


kani 

V. 


To wind on; 

cf. ka. 

kani 

n. 


Stirring-room; 


kanjere 

n. 


Clam shell used as a 

cf. nika. 




measure. 


kanjerelu 

n. 

b 

Ibis; 

cf. elu tanzarigi. 

kankanci 

n. 


Disappointment; 

cf. kakaci, takayici. 

kail kani 

n. 


Swab or pot cleaner. 


kankanigi 

n. 

bf 

Dry mucus from the nose. 


kankanyi 

adv. 


Quickly. 


kantara 

n. 


Wooden spoon or ladle; 

cf. kpantoro. 

kanufuri 

n. 


Cloves; 

cf. kanafuri. 

kanwon 

n. 


Potash. 

< Hausa 

kanyi 

adv. 


Quickly. 
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kanyi 

adv. 

Very (much cracked); 

cf. kakanyi. 

karamasike 

n. 

Trade velvet. 


karawu 

n. 

Glass or stone armlet. 


karayi 

adv. 

Loudly; shrilly. 


karemigi 

a. 

Small; 

cf. tetengi. 

kari 

n. 

Meaning. 


kari 

n. 

Crease; fold; wrinkle. 


karifazuru 

n. 

Bridle rein. 


karikari 

adv. 

Shakily; 

cf. kpekekpeke. 

karo 

n. 

Ram. 


karuba 

n. 

Medicine or charm, used in 
boxing, and said to cause the 
opponent to fall down. 


karuwa 

n. 

Prostitute; 

cf. Jembelegi. 

kasa 

n. 

Side. 


kasagi 

a. 

Thin. 


kasakasayi 

adv. 

Very (distant, formal); 

cf. kajikaji. 

kasiko 

n. 

Shallow pot with a large 
mouth. 


kasogi 

kasota 

a. 

Thin; 

See kaseta. 

cf. kasagi. 

kaj 

excl. 

Exclamation of 
disappointment. 


katifa 

n. 

Fancy quilt or blanket; a 
crazy quilt. 


katikati 

n. 

an Large red ant. 


kawdnyi 

adv. 

Only; 

cf. kadanyi. 

kawujl 

n. 

Perfume; 

cf. beka, eka. 

kawuye 

n. 

Unwalled town. 

< Hausa 

kawuyi 

adv. 

Very (dry); 

cf. gbansayi. 

kaye 

V. 

To be forward; to presume. 


kaye 

V. 

To partition; to hide; 

lit. to hide the eye. 

kaye 

n. 

Assembly; a gathering. 

cf. ba, 3eye. 

kaye 

V. 

To turn the eyes; to be cross¬ 
eyed; 

kayere 

V. 

To be chinked. 


kayimi 

n. 

Spur worn by horsemen; 

cf. eka. 

kaza 

n. 

So and so; such and such. 


ke 

V. 

To remain; to leave; to 
decrease. 


ke 'ba 

v.p. 

to leave the place; to make 
room. 


ke 'bo 

v.p. 

to rest; lit. to leave tiredness. 


ke da 31 

v.p. 

to return. 


ke da zuna 

v.p. 

to go back. 


ke de 

v.p. 

to come out; to appear. 


ke'kun 

v.p. 

to be thin; to be lean; 

cf. kekun. 

ke ya 

v.p. 

to overflow. 


ke 'ya 

v.p. 

to ease nature. 


keya 

V. 

to kneel; to bend. 


ke 

a. 

Before; prior; previous. 


ke 

V. 

To strike; to hit. 
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ke 

V. 


To catch; to snatch; 

as a hawk does a bird. 

ke 

V. 


To join; to empty into, as a 
road or river. 


ke 

int. 


What. 


ke 

V. 


To be split; to be cut. 


ke 

V. 


To bum; to be lit or alive, as 
a fire. 


keba 

V. 


To join; to connect; to annex; 
to mix; to mingle. 


kece 

n. 


Cotton plant. 


kefi 

kega 

V. 


To come through; to meet; to 
come upon; 

cf. tsun 

V. 


To separate; to part; to 
withdraw. 



kegbugbu 

V. 


To be stupid; to be 
confounded; to be confused; 
to be bewildered; 

cf. 3i. 

keka 

V. 


To lift up. 


keke 



See kyakya. 


kekenci 

a. 


Clear; 

cf. tsatsagi. 

kekere 

a. 


Empty; 

cf. vuna. 

kekeyi 

adv. 


Lightly; springily; 

cf. dodoyi. 

kekeregi 

n. 


Adze. 


kekpoyi 

adv. 


Very (thick, as liquids). 


keku 

n. 

pl 

Wild eggplant 


kekun 

V. 


To be thin; to be lean. 


kelegi 

n. 

b 

Bird species. 


kelugi 

a. 


Short. 


kemina ... na 

adv. 


Thus; so; 

cf. kendona ... na, mamina 
na. 

kemi 

V. 


To ruin. 


kembi 

n. 

hd 

Disease among horses; 

cf. agana. 

ke...na 

adv. 


Like; according; about; how. 


Kenci 

p.n. 


Nupe name for the Hausa 


kendona... na 

adv. 


As; thus; like; according. 


kengi 

a. 


Little; small; cf. degi. 


Keni 

p.n. 


Nupe name for Hausa 
country. 


kenin 

V. 


To gird; to array; 

cf. panin. 

kenkelu 

n. 

pl 

Weed species. 


kenkenkenyi 

n. 


Tick of a clock. 


kere 

a. 


Very hard shea-butter tree. 


kere 

n. 


Top socket of a door. 


kere 

n. 

mi 

Bullroarer used in traditional 
worship. 


keregi 

n. 

am 

Small water-frog. 

cf. gbansayi. 

kerekere 

adv. 


Very (dry; shaip eyed); 

keremi 

n. 


All work connected with road 
making, and railway road 
building. 


kesa 

V. 


To be different; 

cf. kayi. 

keso 

V. 


To pick a way; to go 
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cautiously. 


keta 

n. 


Evil; 

cf. egun. 

Keta 

n. 

pn 

Rank among the followers of 

the salutations for which are 




NdaLile, 

Ce akpe agun, Dombajl. 

ketana 

V. 


To guess. 

cf. kadanyi. 

kete 

adv. 


Only; 

keteketeyi 

adv. 


Everywhere; 

cf. bagabagayi. 

keto 

V. 


To be high; to be tall. 


kewondona... na 

adv. 


Thus; so; 

cf. kendona... na. 

ke3e 

V. 


To turn; to return; go back. 


ki 



Reduplicating prefix for 
verbs with initial, ka, ka, ke, 
ki, kya. 


ki 

int. 


What; 

cf. ke. 

kya 

V. 


To mince; to cut small, 

as horse feed. 

kya 

V. 


To dive; 

cf. kyakun. 

kyabo 

V. 


To remove; 

cf. yeji. 

Kyadya 

p.n. 


Nupe sub-group living along 
the Niger and centred on 
Muregi 

cf.Nadel (1941b) 

kyagba 

V. 


To deceive; 

cf. ta. 

kyakya 

n. 


Vehicle; wagon; anything on 
wheels. 


kyakogi 

a. 


Small; tiny; 

cf. kyamugi. 

kyakun 

V. 


To dive; 

cf. kya. 

kyamugi 

a. 


Small; 

cf. gamugi, tetengi. 

kyanyi 

adv. 


Exactly; 

cf. janyi. 

kyaryakyaryanyi 

adv. 


Untidily; 

cf. dzagadzagayi. 

kyariyakoyi 

adv. 


Very (far). 


kyaryangi 

n. 


Tickle; 

cf. JIariangi. 

kyatya(gi) 

n. 

da 

Donkey; ass. 


kyatyakyatyanyi 

adv. 


Unsteadily; very (low); 

cf. diadiayi. 

kyatsukun 

V. 


To deceive; 

cf. kyagba. 

kyaye 

V. 


To beware; 

cf. tswa. 

kyankyanyi 

adv. 


Heavily; noisily; 

cf. tlntlnyi. 

kyaniakyanianyi 

n. 


Sound of one laughing. 


kyawugi 

a. 


Small; 

cf. tetengi. 

kibi 



See kiribi. 


kici 

prov. 


Which. 


kigudu 



Salutation for the rank 

Benun. 


kika 

n. 


Order; tidiness; training; 

cf. foro. 

ki ki ri 

a. 


All; only. 


kiklyi 

adv. 


Quickly; 

cf. vavanyi. 

kilami 



See kirami. 


kilisa 

n. 


Exercise; 

cf. din. 

ki'ma 

n. 


Size; 

cf. clnwon. 

kimpa 

n. 


Leather worker. 


kimvo 

n. 


Calabash mender. 


kin 



Initial reduplication prefix for 



verbs with initial syllable, 

km. 
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kin 

V. 


To sew; to make up, as a 
garment. 


kin 

V. 


To be thick, as oil; 

cf. lele. 

kin 

V. 


To praise; to laud. 


kin 

n. 


Land; earth; ground; country. 


kin 'tl 

n-p. 


High ground. 


kin ’tifu 

ap. 


Bare ground. 


kin 'ya kin 'yagi 

ap. 


Yoruba country. 


kin asasa 

n-p- 


Earthquake. 


kin ajekpe 

n -p. 


Earthquake. 


kin ajekpe 

n -p. 


Earthquake. 


kingbagba 

n. 

da 

Sheep. 

et. ‘earth + dig reduplicated’ 

kingbagba 

n. 


Wave; ripple; swell; 

cf. gbangba, gungba. 

kinkere 

n. 

i 

Scoipion. 


kinkeregi basa 

n. 

i 

Small insect 

which has a tail much like a 
scoipion, but is harmless. 

kinkere cintaragi 

n. 

g 

Grass species. 


kinkinyl 

adv. 


Heavily; cf. jinjinyi, 
kiankianyi. 


kinlogi 

n. 

i 

Large earthworm. 


klnma 

n. 

f 

Fish species. 


kin mapa 

V. 


To seal with clay between the 
top of the wall and the grass 
roof. 


kinna 

n. 


Rising; resurrection. 


kinni 

n. 


Falling. 


klnnigi 

n. 


Standing; the rising; the 
abiding; 

cf. giklnni. 

klnnigi 

n. 

wv 

Waip 


kinnyilagi 

n. 

Pi 

Herb used in sauce. 


kinta 

a. 


Large. 


kinyi 

adv. 


Heavily; 

cf. jinyi, kinkinyi. 

kirami 

n. 


Stirrup strap. 


kiri 



See kiribi. 


kiri 

adv. 


When; by the time; as soon 

cf. kami. 

kiri 

n. 


3.Sj 

Lasso or lariat. 


kiribi 

n. 


Preparation of grass, charcoal 
and cow dung, 

used to blacken floors. 

kiribombo 

n. 

fr 

Fruit of the nungbereci tree. 


kirikiri 

adv. 


Very (close); closely. 

cf. dakianyi. 

kirinyi 



With difficulty; 

kiriji 

n. 

fo 

Jerked beef. 

< Hausa 

kisa 

n. 

V 

Vine species. 

cf. egban, yema. 

kisa 

n. 


Shrewdness; slyness; 
subtlety, wisdom; 


kisabuwa 

n. 


Salutation for the rank 

Sansaniko. 


kisafini 

n. 

g 

Grass species. 


kisayi 

adv. 


Very (hard); 

cf. kpaku. 

kita 

n. 


Judgement; decision; 

cf. Jlriya. 

kitabii 

n. 


Book; an office among 

the salutation for which is, 
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mallams, 

Jugaba. 

kiti 

n. 


Method of thatching a roof. 


kiti 

n. 


Somersault; 

cf. kangi. 

kiti 

n. 


Pile; a heap. 


kiti 

a. 


Close; 

cf. ciki. 

kitikpa 

a. 


Close; cf. 

ciki. 

Kitsa 

P n - 


Jebba rock. 


kitsakitsayi 

adv. 


Prancingly. 


kiyioma kiyama 



The Last Day; 

cf. alikiyioma. 

ki3i 

n. 


Cartilage. 


ko 

conj. 


Whether; either; or; neither; 





nor. 


ko 

V. 


To be ripe. 


ko 

V. 


To inflate; to swell out; to 
exalt; to enlarge. 


ko eni 

v.p. 


To sing; 

cf. koni. 

ko nuwon 

v.p. 


To form a water blister. 


ko 

V. 


To ladle out; 
to dish out, as foods. 


ko egwa 

V. 


To clap;, 
to applaud 


ko 

V. 


To iron; to polish; to gloss; to 
smooth. 


ko 

V. 


To creep; to crawl; 

cf. so. 

ko 

V. 


To mash. 


ko nyika 

v.p. 


To bite. 


ko 

V. 


To drag or draw off, as a 
canoe on a bank. 


ko 

V. 


To cut off; to fall off; to rot 
off. 


ko 

V. 


To harvest, by uprooting. 


ko 

V. 


To break out in a rash. 


kobagi 

adv. 


Secretly. 


kobenci 

n. 

fr 

Fruit of the female putu tree. 


kobo 

V. 


To speak disparagingly of; 

cf. ganyi. 

kobo 

n. 


Salutation for the ranks, 

Ginya and Lefarima. 


kocegidi 

n. 


Fligh winds in February and 
March. 


koci 

n. 

t 

Shea-butter tree. 

Vitellaria paradoxa 

koci bata 

n. 

t 

shea tree 

Vitellaria paradoxa = ‘swamp 
shea tree’ 

koci lati 

n. 

t 

shea tree 

Vitellaria paradoxa = ‘field 
shea tree’ 

koci’ba 

n. 

t 

tree sp. 

Lophira lanceolata = ‘male 
shea tree’ 

koci kere 

n. 

t 

tree sp. 

Lophira lanceolata = ‘hard 
shea tree’ 

kociliigi 

n. 

b 

Canary 


kociogi 

a. 


Small; tiny; 

cf. kotsogi, kwatiagi. 

kodagba 

n. 


Trader; one who buys at one 
town and sells at another. 


kodagi 

n. 


Glandular swelling in the arm 
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pits or loins. 


kodayi 

kodari 

a. 


Numb; stiff, after sitting or 
standing for a long time in 
one position. 


n. 


Covetousness; desire; 
longing. 



kodo 

V. 


Planning; the considering; 

cf. doko, kpaye. 

kodo 

a. 


Deep; 

cf. Jidu. 

kodo 

n. 


Scum of shea-butter. 


kodo 

n. 


Rot; fungus. 


kodo 

a. 


Large. 


kodondo 

n. 


Clay roofed house. 


Kofya 



Rank among the followers of 

the salutations for which are, 




Kuta, 

Dawudu, Kobo. 

koga 

a. 


Thin; tall. 


kogba 

a. 


Long. 


kogi 

a. 


Fidgety; 

cf. kokogi. 

kogwa 

V. 


To clap the hands; 

cf. ko. 

kogwanci 

n. 

t 

Tree species. 


koka 

n. 


Ridge pole. 


kokanto 

n. 


Doubt; uncertainty; 

cf. gaganyi, konkonyi. 

kokari 

n. 


Diligence; perseverance; 
attempt; endeavour; 

cf. gbanyadzu. 

koko 

n. 


Lump; swelling. 


koko dende 



large lumps. 


koko gbaraci 



lumps made from guinea- 
corn flour. 


koko 'Jlgi 



lumps made from millet 


koko vokpa 

n-p. 

d 

Housemaid's knee;. 

cf. kurentata 

kokobamba 

n. 


Stuttering; stammering. 


kokofiagi 

n. 

b 

Bird species. 


kokogi 

n. 


Paring knife used to pare the 
edge of tools. 


kokogi 

n. 

b 

Bird species. 


kokogi 

a. 


Fidgety. 


kokoko 

n. 


Conclusion; termination; 

cf. taratara. 

kokokpa 

n. 

f 

Fish of the egun species. 


kokondagi 

n. 

i 

Small grasshopper. 


kokombele 

a. 


Empty; vain; cf. banza, 
vunla. 


kokongiga 

n. 

t 

karaya gum tree 

Sterculia setigera also fuci and 
gbokoci. The fruits are 
pounded up and mixed into a 
paste with shea-butter and 
applied to the toes to expel 
chiggers. 

kokpa 

n. 

go 

Long tubular calabash. 


kokpe 

V. 


To wrinkle; to lay in layers; 

cf. kakpe. 

kokokuma 

n. 

yc 

Yam cultivar. 


kokolu 

n. 

b 

Bird species. 


kokori 

n. 


Wash room; 

cf. kpokpori. 

kokoro 

n. 


Large iron spindle used to 
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wind thread on. 


kokoroko 

n. 

bp 

Molar tooth. 


kokota 

n. 

i 

Louse. 


kokotoyi 

adv. 


Very (much bent); 

cf. koto. 

kokowa 

n. 


Quarrel; 

cf. sunwun. 

kokwa 

conj. 


Else; otherwise. 


kolokuku 

n. 

i 

Silkworm; 

cf. gbonkuku. 

kolii 

a. 


Short. 


komara 

n. 


An untidy, easy going, 
slovenly person. 


kombila 

n. 


Polyporus growth on a tree; 
gall 


kombeke 

n. 


Doubt; uncertainty; 

cf. kokanto. 

kon 

conj. 


Whether; or; 

cf. ko. 

kondo 

n. 

go 

Very large gourd, 

used as a clothes basket or fish 
creel. 

kondo 

n. 

g 

Swamp grass. 

cf. woncinko. 

kondo 

a. 


Large; 

kondo 

n. 

dc 

Dance, 

in which a girl dresses as a boy 
and dances with another girl. 

kondorogi 

n. 


Hobble rope. 


kondzurugi 

n. 


Oblong basket with a lid. 


kongo 

n. 

mi 

Drum stick. 


kongi 

n. 

fo 

Food prepared and sent 
around as a present. 


kongira 

n. 


Contract work, 

applies to Government work 
only. 

kongokoyi 

adv. 


Very (high). 


koni 

V. 


To sing. 


konkeni 

n. 

c 

Pawpaw. 

‘Hausa shea-fruit’ 

konkonyi 

n. 


Doubt; uncertainty; 

cf. ko, kokanto, kombeke. 

konkoro 

n. 

c 

Cocoyam 

Colocasia esculenta. 

konti 

a. 


Undeveloped; 

cf. gbance. 

konto 

n. 


Nail; spike. 


kontoro 

n. 

i 

Large earth grub. 


konu 

n. 


Captive; prisoner of war. 


konyi 

adv. 


Right up to; absolutely; all 
the way. 


kbranii 



The Koran. 


kore 

n. 

fg 

Fish trap; 

cf. fere. 

kori 

a. 


Different; 

cf. ti...nyi. 

kori 

n. 


Black glazed garment. 


kori 

a. 


Small. 


korikori 

n. 

bp 

Kidneys; 

cf. ekogi, kulagi. 

korina 

n. 

CO 

Green dye. 


koro 

n. 


Horn or pommel of a saddle; 
the hood on a cloak. 


koro 

n. 

bp 

Navel. 


koro 

n. 

bf 

Mucus which gathers in the 
eyes while sleeping. 


Koro 

p.n. 


Koro people living towards 



Suleja 
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koro 

n. 


Neck; 

cf. kpatsun. 

korobogi 

n. 


Mould or form in which 
warm ekwa is poured and 
allowed to cool and harden. 


korodanyigi 

n. 

pl 

Edible vegetable. 


korogi 

n. 

t 

Small tree, 

used for medicinal purposes. 

korogi 

n. 


Ball of camwood paste; 

cf. eza. 

korogi 

n. 


Medium sized bag of 
European salt. 


korokoroyi 

adv. 


Restlessly; fidgetily; 

cf. kogi. 

korombo 

n. 


Hairless person; 

cf. Jiagiri. 

korola 

n. 


Flower; blossom; bud; 
bloom; 

cf. lakoro. 

korolambawu 

n. 

V 

Vine used in roof making. 


koronu 

n. 

bp 

Umbilical cord; 

cf. koro. 

kosonkori 

n. 

t 

Tree species. 


kosun 

n. 


Kernel; seed; pupil of the 
eye. 


kosunti 

n. 


High ground; 

cf. gbegbenti, kinti. 

koji 

n. 


Trade cloth, plain grey baft. 


kojla 

n. 


Grave; tomb; sepulchre; 

cf. ruwo, kabari. 

kojiangi 

n. 

m 

Small field mouse. 


kojianiagi 



See kojiangi. 


kojlko 



See kasiko. 


kojiya 

n. 

wv 

Shuttle. 


kota 

V. 


To rise to its highest flood 
point, as a river. 


kotagi 

n. 


Notch; 

cf. eta. 

kotagi 

a. 


Short; 

cf. kukurugi. 

kotengi 

a. 


Short. 


koti 

n. 

i 

Red cattle-fly. 


koti 

V. 


To be ended; to have reached 
the limit. 


ko tikpa ko tikpangi 

V. 


To pinch; 

cf. ko. 

kotikoti 

a. 


Poor; unskilled; 

cf. swakwa. 

koto 

n. 


Soap box; 

cf. konto. 

koto 

a. 


Hooked, as a shepherd's 
crook. 


koto 

n. 

tr 

Fairies, said to be in farm 
during the eighth month after 
the first rains (about Nov. or 
Dec.). 


kotogi 

a. 


Small. 


kotogi3i 

n. 


Charmed dolls. 


kotokotoyi 

adv. 


Very (much hooked); 

cf. koto. 

kotomgbayi 

adv. 


Very (much hooked); 

cf. koto. 

kotonkoci 

n. 


Illustration; comparison; 

cf. tatunsa. 

kotokotoyi 

adv. 


Very (much coiled); twisted; 

cf. kporokporoyi. 

kotokotoyi 

adv. 


Very (much twisted). 


kotonci 



See kotonkoci. 


kotsogi 

a. 


Small; tiny; 

cf. kwatiagi. 

kotu 

V. 


To ground, as a boat. 
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kovvu 

n. 


Screech; a call; 

cf. ewuti. 

koyesa 

n. 


Hurrying; haste; 

cf. sakoye. 

koyedzu 

n. 


Bachelor; one without a wife; 

cf. ekpan. 

koyena 

V. 


To put off; to defer; to 
procrastinate; to dawdle. 


koyi 

adv. 


Right up to; absolutely; all 
the way; 

cf. konyi. 

kpa 

V. 


To be too much for 

cf. ha. 

kpa ekpa 

V. 


To cough; 

cf. kpakpa. 

kpa 

V. 


To purpose; to determine; to 
think; 

cf. kpaye. 

kpa 

V. 


To smoke; to fumigate; to 
perfume. 


kpa 

V. 


To drizzle, as rain; 

cf. Je. 

kpabakoyi 

adv. 


Very (wide). 


kpabi 

n. 

m 

Porcupine. 


kpabunyadya 

a. 


Thick and thin, as a chair 
rung; 

also, kpabuyi. 

kpace 

n. 


Tree species. 


kpace 

n. 


Haulm; stubble; the dry 
stalks of com, or grass. 


kpacegi fini 

n. 


Stem of a leaf; 

cf. biyegi. 

kpaci 

n. 

t 

Tree species, 

also kpace. 

kpacigbe 

kpa cika nawu 

n. 

fr 

Pineapple; 

cf. bedaibo, dyadyagun, tiro 
nukpa. 

excl. 


Salutation common to all 
hunters; 

lit. smoke the forest. 


kpada 

n. 


Phantom. 


kpada 

n. 


Chest or shoulder of an 
animal. 


kpadenyi 

adv. 


Unexpectedly; 

cf. giriku. 

kpadzakpadza 

n. 


Cramps. 


kpadza 

a. 


Large. 


Kp alia n 

p.n. 


Rank among the Kyadya. 


kpagala 

n. 


Sound made by a stick falling 
on the ground. 


kpagalakoyi 

adv. 


Very (wide). 


kpagagi 

a. 


Slender. 


kpagalansakpa 

excl. 


Salutation for the rank 

Somasun. 


kpagunni 

num. 


Eight hundred. 


kpagwa 

V. 


To handle. 

cf. gbingbianiaku. 

kpajijigi 

n. 


Fit; convulsion; 

kpaka 

a. 


Difficult; 

cf. kpakankuru. 

kpakangici 

n. 


Tree species. 


kpakakpakayi 

adv. 


Very (shaky); 

cf. kabababayi. 

kpako 

num. 


Two hundred. 


kpako 

n. 


Cotton gin. 


kpako 

adv. 


Far; long. 


kpako 

n. 


Board; plant; slat; wooden 
door; gate. 


kpako cika' 



Salutation for the rank 
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Sonkali. 


kpakogi 

n. 


Small board used for 
divination. 


kpako nyankpa 



Salutation for the ranks Jiaba 
and Nimwoye. 

cf. kpangwako. 

kpakota 

n. 


Space behind a door; 

kpakoso 

n. 


Whip; 

cf. bulala. 

kpakpa 

V. 


To cough. 


kpakpa kpankpa 



See kpankpa. 


kpakpadza 

n. 


Cramps; pins and needles 

cf. kpadzakpadza. 

kpakpafiagi 

n. 

b 

Bird species. 


kpakpankuru 

a. 


Difficult; 

cf. kpaka. 

kpakpankuru 

adv. 


Very (dry); 

cf. gbansayi. 

kpakpakpakpayl 

adv. 


Shakily; tremblingly 

cf. kpakakpakayi, 
kabakabayi. 

kpakpakpayl 

adv. 


Very (large); 

cf. gbagbagbayi. 

kpakpara 

n. 

sh 

Small bush with a stringy 
bark. 


kpakpara 

n. 


Tapeworm. 


kpakpara 

n. 

t 

Palm with a large fan shaped 

used in making kpakpara 




leaf, 

sleeping mats. 

kpakpaso 

n. 


Trade cloth. 


kpakpayi 

n. 


Clang of a blacksmith's anvil; 

cf. gbagba. 

kpakpayi 

adv. 


Staringly. 


kpakpayi 

adv. 


Very (large, wide). 


kpaku 

a. 


Big. 


kpaku 

a. 


Tough; hard; 

cf. tsaku. 

kpakunma 

n. 


Fresh hide of an animal when 
prepared for food. 


kpakulagi 

n. 


Cord-wood, cut for the 
steamers. 


kpakutegi 

n. 


Gin trap; 

cf. tangi. 

kpalaba 

n. 


Bottle. 


kpalaka 

n. 


Fork of a tree; 

cf. kalakpa. 

kpalala 

V. 


To have more than half 
finished 

mostly used in the negative. 

kpalo 

adv. 


Far. 


kpaluce 

n. 

b 

Bird species. 


kpalulu 

n. 


Fresh ground-beans; 

cf. edzu. 

kpalumagi 

a. 


Tender; 

cf. bodongi. 

kpalayi 

adv. 


Very (open, wide); 

cf. vwonyi. 

kpamba 

n. 

fr 

Fruit of the bad tree. 


kpambakoyi 

adv. 


Very (thin). 


kpambaso 

n. 


Freak; misfortune; 

cf. kpiaria, bambaso, bana. 

kpamuti 

n. 


Farewelling; 

cf. tikpamu. 

kpanca 

n. 


Not-wanted-child because 
bom too soon after the one 
before it. 


kpandara 

n. 


Bridge. 


kpandaragi 

a. 


Long; 

cf. dara. 

kpandiadialugi 

n. 


Bam swallow; a swift. 


kpandororogi 

n. 


Fish species; 

cf. wandororogi. 
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kpanga 

n. 


Three pronged spear used in 
spearing fish. 

cf. kpa, mijinmijlngi. 

kpangi 

a. 


Drizzly; 

kpanka 

n. 


Truancy; a run away; a 
truant; one absent without 
leave. 


kpankana 

a. 


Daring; dangerous. 


kpankiagi kpankiariagi 

n. 


May be consumption. 


kpankoro 

n. 


Knot; knuckle; joint. 

cf. eda. 

kpankoro 

n. 


Ravine; valley; deep ditch, at 
the base of a hill; 


kpankpa 

n. 


Name for all cloths woven on 
an upright loom. 


kpankpanyi 

adv. 


Quickly. 

cf. kyankyanyi. 

kpankpanyi 

n. 


Thump; a thud; 

kpankparagi 

n. 

mt 

Mat, made from split palm 
branches. 


kpankuru 

n. 

cr 

Edible snail. 

cf. masiba. 

kpanla 

n. 


Danger; misfortune; 

kpanlele 

n. 

m 

Antelope with very long 
horns. 


kpanlele 

kpanleledin 

excl. 


Exclamation expressing 
greatness. 

cf. dm. 

n. 


Reaching; the standing on tip 
toes; 



kpansana 

n. 


Corn stalks; 

cf. kpace. 

kpansanagi 

n. 

mi 

Flute 

with four fingerholes made 
from dry sorghum stalk. 

kpansanako 

n. 

c 

Sugar cane. 


kpanjyanyagi 

n. 

yc 

Yam cultivar. 


kpantoro 

n. 


Spoon made from a gourd; 

cf. kantara. 

kpantorogi soko 

n. 

b 

Whydah bird. 


kpanu 

n. 


Pan; pail; basin; bucket; tin. 

< English ‘pan’ 

kpanu 

V. 


To perspire; to sweat; 

cf. enu. 

kpanya 

n. 


Following or chasing after; 

cf. nyakpa. 

kpanyi 

n. 


Snap. 


kpanyi 

adv. 


Very (bright red). 


kpanyi 

n. 


Crash. 


kpanyi 

n. 


Crack. 


kpara 

n. 


Rank among the followers of 

the salutations for which are, 




the Jiaba, 

Daniya, Lerama. 

kpara 

n. 


Supports for a roof or 
covering, set into the wall. 


kpara 

a. 


Prosperous. 


kpara 

n. 

tp 

Kernel of the shea-butter nut; 

cf. kporo. 

kpara 

adv. 


Clearly; brightly. 


kpara 

n. 


Bark; skin; husk; chaff; peal; 
rind; scales (of a fish). 


kpara 

n. 


Slipping away. 


kpara 

n. 


Thunder; 

cf. tsawa. 

kpara 

n. 


Gunnel of a boat. 


kparaka 

n. 

tr 

Yoruba masquerade. 
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kparakparayi 

adv. 


Quickly. 


kparararayi 

n. 


Crash of thunder. 


kparayi 

adv. 


Completely; 

cf. fenyi. 

kpariagia 

n. 


Phlegm. 


kparo 

n. 

b 

Partridge; grouse. 


kparuru 



See kpalulu. 


kpasa 

n. 


Upright loom; the stick used 
to beat the web. 


kpasa 

n. 

go 

Large ladle-shaped gourd. 


kpasa 

n. 


Bundle; a section of a skein; 

cf. kwasa. 

kpaata 

a. 


All 

a kpaata be they all came 

kpaata 

adv. 


All, completely 

nuwan azo kpaata the water 
is all finished 

kpata 

n. 


Bare spot; 

cf. dzamata. 

kpata 

n. 


Nape. 


kpata 

n. 


Watering-place; a wharf; a 
harbour. 


kpatalugi 

n. 

b 

Snipe. 


kpatakpatayi 

adv. 


Spattered; smeared. 


kpatangi 

n. 

fg 

Large fishing net. 


kpatatso 3 i 

n. 


Hysteria; a fit; a convulsion. 


kpatete 

V. 


To balance, on the head. 


kpati 

a. 


First; the first. 


kpati 

V. 


To ease the head, while 
carrying a load, by raising it 
on the elbows. 


kpati 

n. 


Box; chest; trunk; case. 


kpatsa 

n. 


Gift, given with the 
expectation of receiving a 
larger one in return; 

cf. fadanci, tsakpa. 

kpatsaga 

n. 

yc 

Yam cultivar. 


kpatsu 

n. 


Neck; 

cf. koro. 

kpatsugi 

n. 


Disease, may he sleeping 
sickness. 


kpatsu raku 

n. 


Pattern of local dyed cloth. 


Kpatsuwa 

p.n. 


Rank among the upper 
Kyadya. 


kpawulere 

V. 


To cheer. 


kpawu 

n. 


Length. 


kpawunyi 

n. 


Roar of a gun. 


kpaye 

V. 


To think; to consider; to 
meditate. 


kpayi 

n. 

c 

Long headed millet. 


kpan 

V. 


To strip off. 


kpan 

V. 


To increase. 


kpan 

a. 


Last. 


kpan 

V. 


To strap or fasten on the 
back. 


kpandzayi 

adv. 


Completely; 

cf. kponyi. 

kpangbarayi 

adv. 


Very (wide). 

cf. kpakota, kpangwako. 

kpangwagi 

n. 


Space opposite a door as it 


stands open; for the opposite 
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side; 


kpangwako 

n. 


Space behind a door; 

cf. kpakota. 

kpanko 

n. 


Box; case; coffin; 

cf. kpati. 

kpankpankpanyi 

n. 


Bunting sound. 


kpankpankpanyi 

adv. 


Very (strong, hard). 


kpankpankpanyf 

n. 


Creaking sound made when 
one stretches. 


kpankpanyi 

adv. 


Very (much). 


kpanmi 

n. 

c 

Okra. 


kpanmi ena guru 

n-p. 

c 

Okra cultivar. 


kpamfini 

n. 

c 

okra leaves used as greens. 

< Hausa kwafini 

kpamfini gulu 

n.p. 

pi 

Castor oil plant. 


kpanmi gbwodwo 

ap. 


Vendors' call for okra. 


kpanmi roko 

n.p. 

c 

Okra cultivar. 


kpanni 

adv. 


Very (hard); 

cf. tsaku. 

kpana 

a. 


Bare. 


kpanakpanayi 

adv. 


Long (wales, welts). 


kpanyi 

n. 


Thumping sound of one 
falling. 


kpanyi 

kpanyi 

n. 


Sound of two things coming 
together. 


adv. 


Very (bright red); 

cf. kpanyi. 

kpe 

V. 


To open; to lift up off, as a 
covering; to cease. 


kpe 

V. 


To vacate. 


kpe 

V. 


To skin or bark, as a tree. 


kpe 

V. 


To step out; to take long 
strides. 


kpe 

V. 


To put on flesh. 


kpe 

V. 


To cover; to shut; to close; to 
fold up. 


kpe 

V. 


To know; to understand; to 
realise. 


kpe 

V. 


To cook (as just a little 
porridge); 

cf. bo. 

kpe 

V. 


To broil or roast on coals; 

cf. po. 

kpe 

V. 


To be caught between; to 
stop between; 

cf. kpere. 

kpegere 

a. 


Light; fluffy; spongy; large. 


kpegwa 

V. 


To stop; quit; cease; leave 
alone; to keep the hands off; 
lit. to open the hand. 


kpeji 

V. 


To be unsettled. 


kpe ke...na 

V. 


To know that. 


kpekekpeke 

adv. 


Very (much); 

cf. kurikuri. 

kpekpe 

V. 


To move on; to vacate. 


kpekpeyi 

adv. 


Shakily; tremblingly. 


kpele kpenle 

n. 


Three small tattoo marks cut 
below the eyes. 


kpelegi 

a. 


Slim. 


kpelegi 

a. 


Short; 

cf. kukurugi, kpelugi. 

kpelekpelegi 

adv. 


Shakily; very (shaky); 

cf. kpekekpeke. 
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a. 


Short. 

kpembo 

n. 


Very coarse sleeping mat, 
used as a mattress. 

kpemkpeko 

n. 

g 

Swamp grass. 

kpe para ka 'ga 

n. 


Cheap sleeping mat which 
cannot be rolled up; 

kpere 

n. 


Piece; head. 

kpere 

n. 


Cover; a lid. 

kpere 

V. 


To be caught between; 

kperegedenyi 

n. 


Snap; the sound of a stick 
breaking. 

kperi 

V. 


To differ. 

kpesa 

n. 


Land just outside of the 
compounds or city wall; 

kpesa 

n. 


Leadership; supremacy. 

kpetu 

V. 


To straighten up; to stand 
erect. 

kpetso 

V. 


To learn against; 

kpe wurungi 

n. 


Game much like hide-and- 
seek. 

kpeya 

V. 


Get away from; keep away 
from; 

kpeye 

V. 


To know; to understand; 

kpeye 

kpi 

V. 


To explain; to interpret; to 
open out; 

Reduplicating prefix for 
verbs with initial, kpa, kpe, 
kpo. 

kpyakpya 

n. 


Charm, used to divine with; 

kpyakpya 

n. 


Stand or shelf, on which 
grain is stored; 

kpyakpyagi 

adv. 


Slowly. 

kpyakpyakpyagi 

a. 


Small. 

kpyambia 

n. 

d 

Glandular swelling on the 
genitals. 

kpyambiagi 

a. 


Small; 

kpyankpyanyi 

adv. 


Heavily. 

kpyantiagi 

a. 


Small. 

kpyaria 

n. 

go 

Shallow calabash; 

kpyaria 

n. 


Freak; absurdity. 

kpyaria 

n. 

fo 

Baked beans. 

kpyariagi 

n. 

hg 

Curb or bit ring on a bridle. 

kpyariagi 

adv. 


Quickly. 

kpyariagi 

n. 

i 

Large hairy spider. 

kpyariagi 

n. 


Convulsions. 

kpyariakpyaria 

a. 


Small; tiny. 

kpyasugi 

a. 


Small; minute; tiny. 

kpyatia 

n. 


Cheap tray or cover. 

kpyatia 

adv. 


Very (filthy, dirty); 

kpyaca kpyanca 

a. 


Small. 

kpyankpyanyi 

adv. 


Heavily. 

kpyanku 

a. 


Heavy. 


Additional information 


cf. zogu. 

cf. kpe. 

cf. Jekpata. 

cf. gbaro. 

cf. tatu. 

cf. kpe. 
cf. tula. 

cf. sa. 
cf. yisa. 

cf. gbagba. 

cf. evo. 


cf. kwani. 
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kpyanyi 

adv. 


Very (small). 


kpyanyi 

adv. 


Heavily; thumpingly. 


kpyanyi 

adv. 


Very (much). 


kpidza kpidzagi 

a. 


Short; small. 


kpigi 

a. 


Small; short. 


kpikpe 

n. 


Knowledge; learning; 
wisdom. 


kpikpi 

a. 


Frizzly. 


kpikpikpiyi 

adv. 


Very (large). 


kpikpinyi 

adv. 


Springily. 


kpilagi 

a. 


Short; also; 

cf. kpigi. 

kpilugi 

a. 


Short; also; 

cf. kpigi. 

kpin 



Reduplicating prefix for 
verbs with initial, kpan, 
kpin. 


kpin 

V. 


To hook fish, tail to mouth, 
before drying. 


kpin 

V. 


To learn; to study. 


kpin 

V. 


To chip or break off, as the 
point or edge of any thing. 

cf. kpinta. 

kpin 

V. 


To relate; 

kpinbigi 

a. 


Very (large). 


kpinkpini 

n. 


Maggot or larva of a large 

deposited on sleeping mats, 




blood-sucking fly, 

where it sucks the blood of the 
sleeper. 

kpinlu 

n. 


Weight; 

cf. dolu. 

kpini 

n. 


Wasp; hornet. 


kpiri 

adv. 


Very (black). 


kpirigi 

a. 


Short; 

cf. kpilagi. 

kpinta 

V. 


To relate history, tradition, or 
pedigree; 

cf. eta. 

kpo 

V. 


To kneed. 


kpo 

V. 


To dissolve; 

cf. le. 

kpoba 

num. 


Four hundred. 


kpogolo 

n. 

mi 

Calabash gong, hung up in 
the farms to frighten birds. 


kpoka 

a. 


Deep; 

cf. kodo. 

kpogun 

V. 


To yell; to call out; to roar; to 
screech; to bellow; to bewail; 
to exclaim; to bawl; to howl; 
to bleat; 

cf. tiwu. 

kpogungi 

n. 

tr 

Medicine or charm said to 
cause one to vanish; 

cf. tsumpa. 

kpokagi 

adv. 


Very (plump). 


kpokpo kpokponna 

n. 


Log on which they press 
garments, by beating them 
with mallets. 


kpokpogigi 

kpokpokari 

n. 


Mallet, used in pressing 
garments; 

cf. kpokpo. 

excl. 

VC 

Vendors' call for pounded 
yam. 



kpokpokpoyi 

n. 


Sound made when kneading 
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shea-butter. 


kpokpokpoyi 

adv. 


Very (large). 


kpokponyi 

adv. 


Completely; 

cf. kponyi. 

kpokponyi 

adv. 


Very (wide, large). 


kpokpori 

n. 


Bath room. 


kpokporo 

a. 


Empty; 

cf. vunla. 

kpokporogi 

n. 

bp 

Skull. 


kpokporoyi 

adv. 


Very (large, plump). 


kpokunkpokunyi 

adv. 


Very (large). 


kpoliigi 

a. 


Short; 

cf. kpilagi. 

kpomi 

n. 


Abode; place; 

cf. dunfeba, ekpo. 

kponkponkpola 

adv. 


Completely; entirely; 

cf. kponyi. 

kponkponyi 

adv. 


Very (much). 


kponu 

n. 


Murder; the one murdered. 


kponyi 

adv. 


Completely; entirely; 

cf. fenyi. 

kponyi 

adv. 


Heavily. 


kporo 

a. 


Large. 


kporo 

n. 

tp 

Kernel of the shea-butter nut; 

cf. kpara. 

kporo 

adv. 


Exactly; only; 

cf. kete. 

kporo 

n. 


Trench or furrow. 


kporoko 

adv. 


Large. 


kporokporoyi 

adv. 


Very (much coiled, twisted); 

cf. kotokotoyi. 

kporokporo 

adv. 


Very (large); 

cf. kporoko. 

kporokporo 

a. 


Rough; 

cf. gborogboro. 

kporuwo 

V. 


To hawk; to peddle. 


kpota 

num. 


Six hundred. 


kpoti 



See ekpoti. 


kpotota 

num. 


Sixteen hundred. 


kpotsu 

kpotsu la kpan 

V. 


To turn an empty calabash 
upside down in a vessel of 
water to prevent the water 
from splashing out. 

Salutation for the rank Lile. 


kpotsun 

num. 


One thousand. 


kpotswanyi 

num. 


Twelve hundred. 


kpotun 

n. 


Rank among native princes, 

the salutations for which are, 

Yama, Gboyafaru, 
Suyibinni, Kodondo, Elu 
dzuru, Allman gorozo. 

kpotwaba 

num. 


Fourteen hundred. 


kpotwani 

num. 


Eighteen hundred. 


kpoyi 

V. 


To whirl around; to wander 
about. 


kpu 



Reduplicating prefix for 
verbs with initial, kpo, kpwo. 


kpubu kpubu 

a. 


Short; stumpy. 


kpugulu 

a. 


Large. 


kpukpiikpuyi 

adv. 


Very (strong, tough); 

cf. kpankpankpanyi. 

kpukpukpuyi 

adv. 


Very (large); 

cf. gbagbagbayi. 

kpukpiikpuyi 

adv. 


Very (blunt). 


kpukpuru 

a. 


Undercooked. 


kpula 

a. 


Short; also. 
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kpulu 

a. 


Short; 

cf. kpilagi. 

kpunyi 

n. 


Crack of a gun. 


kpurugi 

a. 


Short; 

cf. kpulu. 

kpurukpurukpuruyi 

adv. 


Excitedly; 

cf. haraharaharayi. 

kpurukpuruyi 

kpwo 

adv. 


Munchingly; 

cf. hamhamyi, 
nyamunyamuyi. 

V. 


To be cheap; to be plentiful; 
to be abundant. 



kpodzwoyi 

adv. 


Completely (exhausted). 


kpwohokpwoho 

n. 


Goitre; 

cf. robo. 

kpwokpwotwogi 

n. 

Pi 

Edible weed, used as greens. 


kpworwo 

kpworwoyi 

n. 


Straining; the reaching in 
vomiting. 


adv. 


Very (large, plump). 


kpwotwo 

kpwotwoyi 



Title of the chief of Tsaragi, 
Nda Kpwotwo. 


adv. 


Very (muddy, mucky). 


ku 



Reduplicating prefix for 
verbs with initial, ko, ku. 


ku 

V. 


To put to; to adjoin. 


ku 

V. 


To harvest, as ground-nuts. 


ku 

V. 


To collect; to gather. 


ku 

V. 


To spin or twist. 


ku 

V. 


To blow, as a heavy wind. 


ku aleki 

V. 


To commit sin; to offend; 

cf. ku, lefi. 

kubakubayi 

adv. 


Unsteadily. 


kubala 

n. 

dc 

Dance; 

cf. eci. 

kubimkubi 

n. 

i 

Burying beetle; 

cf. pinbimpinbi. 

k lib ut a 

n. 

hg 

Riding boots with spurs 
attached. 


kubuta donci 

n. 

hg 

Long riding boots. 


kucagi 

a. 


Small; short; 

cf. kociogi. 

kuci 

n. 

tr 

Departed spirit; the dead. 


kuci 

n. 

t 

Silk-cotton tree 

which grows very tall and 
straight, and is used as a land 
mark; also the name given to 
the funnel and masts of a 





steamer. 

kuci 

n. 

hu 

Quiver made from the silk- 
cotton tree, kuci. 


kucidaci 

n. 

f 

Fish species, which has 
arrow-like fins. 


kuciyi 

adv. 


Big. 


kudiri 

n. 


Meekness; patience; 

cf. hankuri. 

kudo 

n. 

dk 

Sour drink made from guinea 





corn. 


kudu 

V. 


To make a noise; to make a 
tumult; to roar, as a fire; to 
thunder. 


kudiigi 

a. 


Plump; fat. 


kufi 

V. 


To be too near to; to be too 
close to. 
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kufi 

V. 


To surprise; to come 
unexpectedly upon; 

cf. de. 

kugbere 

n. 

m 

Brush-tailed porcupine. 


kugbia 

n. 

V 

Vine species. 


kugiri 

V. 


To surprise; 

cf. de. 

kugukoyi 

adv. 


Very (large). 


kiika 

n. 

t 

Baobab tree, the leaves are 
used in making sauce. 


kuka 

V. 


To rest; 

cf. fa. 

kukama 

n. 

V 

Vine species. 


kukele 

n. 

wp 

Hand shield; 

cf. kutufani. 

kukpaka 

n. 

r 

Tortoise; 

cf. sorogi. 

kukpakawo 3 i 

n. 


Hard clay farm hills, as seen 
in a swamp during the dry 





season. 


Kukpanci 

p.n. 


Nupe sub-tribe. 


kukpe 

n. 

d 

Disease of the ankle bone. 


kuku 

V. 


To fade; to wither; to be old; 

cf. dabu. 

kukukugba 

n. 


Legendary animal, 

the flesh of which is said to 
have been sold in the markets 
by Yoruba, but which seems to 
have never been seen alive. 

kukukukuyi 

adv. 


Mutteringly; whisperingly; 
softly; 

cf. sasanyi. 

kukunci 

n. 

t 

Tree species. 


kukungi 

n. 

bp 

Ankle. 


kudunduku 

n. 

c 

Sweet potatoes; 

cf. duku. 

kukura 

V. 


To kneel. 


kukuru 

a. 


Short; stumpy. 


kukuyi 

adv. 


Very (low); lowly. 


kukuyi 

adv. 


Throbbingly. 


kumbujl 

n. 


Gift given by one who has 
returned from a trading tour. 


kula 



When used with the verb jin 
means, to care for; to heed; to 
mind; to be concerned about; 

cf. dasa. 

kiila 

n. 


Preparation made from the 
seed of the lonci fruit. 


kulagi 

n. 


Kidneys; 

cf. korikori. 

kulagi 

a. 


Short; 

cf. kpilagi. 

ku lasafi 

V. 


To over do; to be too much; 

cf. kuye. 

kule 

n. 

mi 

Gong; a bell without a 
tongue; 

cf. esa. 

kulelegi 

n. 


Sham-fight. 


kuliya 

excl. 

sa 

Salutation for the rank 





likali. 


kulu 

n. 


Bitterness; 

cf. luku. 

kulugi 

a. 


Short; 

cf. kpilagi. 

kumbuli 

n. 


Anger; 

cf. ewiin, fuji. 

kun 



Initial reduplication prefix for 



verbs with initial syllable, 

kun. 
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kun 

V. 


To sell. 


kun 

V. 


To be enough; to be 
sufficient; to be ample. 


kun 

n. 


Bottom, used in connection 
with kia, to dive; 

cf. kiakun. 

kun 

V. 


To shake; to tremble. 


kun 

V. 


To touch. 


kun 

V. 


To beat, the warp in weaving. 


kun 

V. 


To thunder. 


kun 

n. 


Watering place; 

cf. kpata. 

kunbujl 

n. 


Body of a garment; 

cf. eza. 

kunci 

a. 


Saleable. 


kiinca 

n. 


Voluptuary. 


kundi 

n. 


Size in paper, the fourth of a 
sheet of foolscap. 


kundo 

n. 


Abundance; 

cf. dokun. 

kungbara 

V. 


To fillip the arm against the 
side; 

cf. gbara. 

kungberegi 

n. 

f 

Fish species. 


kungi 

n. 

m 

Antelope 


kungunyi 

adv. 


Very (large). 


kunkun 

n. 


Respect; honour. 


kunkunci 

a. 


Saleable; 

cf. kunci. 

kunkunluko 

excl. 

sa 

Salutation for the rank 

Somasun. 


kun ’mi 

V. 


To falter; to stammer. 


kunmi 

V. 


To trouble; to plague; to 
pester; 

cf. gasun. 

kunkuru 

n. 


Flamper. 


kunkuru 

n. 


Weight, used to keep the 
thread tight while coming up 
to the loom. 


kunkwana 

n. 

i 

Maggot; caterpillar. 


kunlokunloyi 

adv. 


Very (smooth). 


kunmalo 

n. 


Qualm; 

cf. tun. 

kunmatugi 

n. 

f 

Fish species. 


kunna 

n. 

t 

Fruit tree species; 

cf. kuruna. 

kunnia 

n. 


Prepared foods or lunches. 


kunnu 

n. 


Gruel or pap, made from 





corn. 


kunyi 

n. 


String made from the leaves 
of the eba palm. 


kunsa 

n. 

m 

Very large rodent, 

usually found in houses. 

kiinje kimji 

V. 


To invite (while eating). 


kunti 

V. 


Boast, brag 

cf. aluwaji. 

kunwawa 

n. 


Smut; fungus. 


kunye 

V. 


To be sufficient; to satisfy. 


kunyi 

adv. 


Very (large, full). 


kunyi 

n. 


Crash. 


kupa 

V. 


To crowd. 


klip a 

n. 


Design in embroidery. 


Kupaci 

p.n. 


Nupe sub-tribe. 
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kura 

n. 


Kneeling; 

cf. kukura. 

kuran 

n. 


Divining in sand; 

cf. jikana, sa. 

kurangi 

a. 


Odd things. 


kurangi 

n. 

m 

Antelope species 


kuranu 



The Koran; 

cf. koranu. 

kurakurayi 

adv. 


Very (dusty, white); 

cf. purapurayi. 

kure 

n. 


Salutation for the following 
ranks, Tswako, Sondzami, 
Somfawa. 


kurenge 

n. 


Boldness; sauciness. 


kurentata 

n. 

d 

Housemaid's knee; 

cf. koko vokpa. 

kurikuri 

n. 


Small flat cakes made from 
the pressed residue of 
ground-nuts after the oil has 
been extracted. 


kurikuriyi 

adv. 


Very (dusty); 

cf. kurakurayi. 

kuru 

n. 

d 

Skin disease. 


kuru 

a. 


Old; aged; 

cf. etu, nusa, warika. 

kuru 

n. 

fo 

Food made from beans. 


kuru 

a. 


Circular; round. 


kuru 

n. 

da 

Pony; 

cf. ekpogi. 

kuru 

n. 


Staple; stocks. 


kurufa 



See kubuta. 


kurugi 

n. 


Inner room; a closet. 


kurugi 

a. 


Stout. 


kurukuruyi 

adv. 


Very (dusty, white); 

cf. kurakurayi. 

kurukutuyi 

adv. 


Heavily. 

also kuna. 

kuruna 

n. 

t 

Fruit tree species, 

kusagi 

adv. 


Very (dusty, white); 

cf. kurukuruyi. 

kuso 

n. 


Bush; forest; jungle; woods. 


kusodu 

n. 


Rank among native princes. 


kusopa 

n. 


Country round about Kutigi; 

kusopaci, a Nupe sub-tribe. 

kusuruwa 

n. 


Comer. 


kuta 

V. 


To be wealthy; to be at ease. 


Kuta 

p.n. 


Chief of the Kyadya people, 
residing at Muregi. 


kuta 

V. 


To pile; to overlap. 


kuta 

V. 


To be uncalled for; to be 
unsaleable. 


kutiangi 

a. 


Short; 

cf. kukuru. 

kutl 

n. 

tr 

Traditional religion 

may refer to a charm, shrine or 
masquerade 

kutibu 

n. 


Threatening with a traditional 

cf. bukuti. 




curse; 


kutsakpa 

n. 

f 

Bichir fish. 

Polypterus senegalus 

kutsu 

n. 


Leader; head-man; 

cf. gandzo, tiji. 

kutsu 

V. 


To urge. 


kutsu 

n. 

da 

Pig- 


kutufani 

n. 


Shield; 

cf. kukele. 

kutugi 

a. 


Odd things; scraps; 

cf. wawagi. 

kutukpa 

n. 


Clang of horses' hoofs on the 



ground. 
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kutukpaci 

n. 

t 

Tree whose bark is 
compounded with the 
tobacco flower, to colour the 
teeth red. 


kutukutuyi 

adv. 


Very (small). 


kutukutuyi 

adv. 


Very (dusty, white); 

cf. kurakurayi, purapurayi. 

kuye 

V. 


To be too much; to be carried 
too far; 

cf. lagba. 

kuyi 

n. 

c 

Guinea-corn cultivar. 


kwagungi 

n. 

V 

Vine species, 

used as a remedy for 
rheumatism. 

kwakwadu 

n. 


Hair-pin used to scratch the 
head; 

cf. tile. 

kwakwagu 

n. 


Iron rod; a spindle. 


kwakwanyi 

adv. 


Furiously (as water boiling). 


kwali akwali 

n. 


Disease among fowls. 


kwamini 

n. 

tx 

Trade cloth. 


kwamugi 

a. 


Small. 


kwandi 

adv. 


Very (large, full). 


kwankwa 

n. 

b 

Crow. 


kwankwa 

n. 

am 

Large water frog. 


kwanazauna 

n. 


Playing and drumming all 
night at a wedding; 

cf. dzodzo. 

kwanyl 

adv. 


Quickly; 

cf. banyi. 

kwarikwari 

adv. 


Fiercely; 

cf. hayihayi. 

kwasa 

n. 


Bundle; 

cf. kpasa. 

kwatiagi kwatiangi 

a. 


Short; small. 


kwatswakwatswayi 

adv. 


Very (big) 


kwani 

adv. 


Very (filthy, dirty); 

cf. kpiatia. 

kwankwanyi 

kwankwankwanyi 

adv. 


Gulpingly. 


kwanran 

n. 

tx 

Fine grade of drill trade 
cloth. 


kwonkwonyi 

adv. 


Jumpingly; 

cf. kwokwonyi. 

kwobwo 

a. 


Senseless; 

cf. batarama. 

kwobwo 

n. 


English penny. 


kwobwo 

a. 


Large. 


kwobwokoyi 

adv. 


Very (large) 


kwodzwo 

V. 


To wrinkle; to gather up, as 
trousers around the waist. 


kwokwokwoyi 

a. 


Very (long). 


kwokwonyi 

adv. 


Jumpingly. 


kwokworwogun 

n. 


Iron spindle; 

cf. kwakwagun. 

kwonrwogi 

n. 


Rupture. 

cf. egbangi. 

kworo 

n. 


Leather necklace; 

kworwo 

a. 


Long. 


kwotwokwotwoyi 

adv. 


Rumblingly. 
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la 

V. 


To take; to carry; to convey. 

la aniya 

v.p. 


To try; to persevere; to make 

la ba 

v.p. 


an effort. 

To cleave to, to stick to. 

la bara nya 'ga 

la ba 'ye 

la ba' a 3111 'mi 

la be 

V.p. 


Salutation for the rank 

Soniya. 

To smell, to put up to the 
nose. 

Salutation for the rank 

Dabarako. 

bring; fetch. 

la be 

v.p. 


add to. 

la bente da 'ni 

v.p. 


To fasten apron. 

la bente 3! gbangini 

v.p. 


To fasten apron. 

la bente 3ml 

v.p. 


To fasten apron. 

la be ... nyi 

v.p. 


To add to; to put with. 

la be kin 

v.p. 


To land; to beach. 

la bici ce tu do3i 

V.p. 


To cross the legs. 

la bici cm 

V.p. 


To stumble; to strike the foot. 

la bici kpe 

v.p. 


To step out; to walk quickly. 

la bicititi yi kin 

V.p. 


To walk silently; to walk on 

la bici tu lukanka 

v.p. 


tip toe. 

To stand on one leg. 

la 'bo 

v.p. 


To sin; to offend; to commit 

la ce 

v.p. 


offence; 

To throw; to cast. 

la ci or la cici 

v.p. 


To lay down. 

la 'cin nya 

v.p. 


To blow or clear the nose; 

la cinwon ya 

v.p. 


To exalt; to honour; to 

la da 

v.p. 


glorify. 

To take away. 

la da ya 

V.p. 


To take, and throw away. 

la 'cin ye jin 

V.p. 


To sniffle or clear the nose; 

la da 

V.p. 


To put. 

la da 'cin 

v.p. 


To dye; 

la da do3i 

v.p. 


To put together. 

la da 'tun 

v.p. 


To put to work; to employ; 

la da swafa 0 

v.p. 


To put in pawn. 

la da wala 0 

v.p. 


To afflict; to punish. 

la 'de ma 'fe 

v.p. 


To put the cloth well around 

la 'de kpe 'ba 

V.p. 


the body; to wrap up the 
body. 

To put on or wear a cloth. 

la da a ye 

V.p. 


To be put over them; to 

landakata 0 

V.p. 


superintend, 
a concubine. 

la 'de kpe 'fe 

v.p. 


To wrap up the body. 

la 'de kpe 'ka 

v.p. 


To put on, or wear a cloth. 

la dukun u kpe 'ti 

v.p. 

b 

Weaver bird; 

la dzukon kpegi 

v.p. 

pi 

Sensitive plant. 


Additional information 


cf. ebo. 

cf. ecin. 

cf. ecin. 
cf. ecin. 
cf. etun. 


cf. gwangi. 
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la dibo gun la3in 

v.p. 

sa Salutation for Makun. 


la ewo 36 

v.p. 

To undress; to put off a 
garment. 


la enya ya Soko 

v.p. 

To give alms; to give to God; 

cf. sadaka. 

la eyi ba fi 

v.p. 

To cut the path of the sun; to 
point north and south. 


la fa 

v.p. 

To roll up. 


la 'fe 

v.p. 

To flutter in the wind; to be 
senseless. 


la fo 'ye 

v.p. 

To smell; to put to the nose. 


la gba 

v.p. 

To abase; to humble; to be 
short; to be insufficient. 


la gbaye 

v.p. 

To despise. 


la 'gbe 

v.p. 

To make or organise a bee; to 
club together to do a work; 

cf. egbe. 

la 'ga fin 'ga 

v.p. 

To connect two words 
together; to liken; to 
illustrate. 


la 'ga satatun 

v.p. 

To illustrate; to compare; to 
liken. 


la 'ga J1J1 

v.p. 

To make an agreement; to 
promise. 


la 'ga tun u 'ye o 

v.p. 

To speak plainly to. 


la 'ga wu 'za 

v.p. 

Salutation for the rank Majin 
dodo. 


la gibo kun 

v.p. 

To sell self respect or esteem. 


la 'gi tsa 'nya 

v.p. 

To dance a child up and 
down on the hands. 


la gun do3i 

v.p. 

To compare; to put together. 


la gun 

v.p. 

To bring to; to hand to. 


la gunmi 

v.p. 

To complete; to finish. 


la gwa da 15 'mi cinle 

v.p. 

To taste. 


la gwa da 

v.p. 

To touch. 


la gwa da do3i gwa 

v.p. 

To hold hands; to clasp or 
shake hands. 


la gwa da nuwa 

v.p. 

To dip the hand in water. 


la gwa fi 

v.p. 

To hold or clasp hands. 


la gwa fo kara 

v.p. 

To put the hands to a load. 


la gwa gba 

v.p. 

To embrace; to hug; to throw 
the arms about. 


la gwa go 

v.p. 

To support with the hand. 


la gwa go tali 

v.p. 

To shake hands; to touch 
palms. 


la gwa kpa 

v.p. 

To handle. 


la gwa ku 

v.p. 

To nudge with the hand. 


la gwakpa ku 

v.p. 

To nudge with the elbow. 


la gwa ku 

v.p. 

To touch. 


la gwakpa tun kin 

v.p. 

To lean on the elbow. 


la gwa kpan ziinma 

v.p. 

To fold the arms behind the 
back. 


la gwa kpe do3i 

v.p. 

To place the hands together. 


la gwa 16 do3i 

v.p. 

To fold the arms. 
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la gwa lo gwapa 

v.p. 

To rub the arms, as women 
do in saluting. 


la gwa lo 'ti 

v.p. 

To put the hands on the head, 
as in saluting. 


lagwasun 

v.p. 

To hold; to grasp; to clasp; to 
adhere to; to abide by. 


la gwa to 

v.p. 

To touch. 


la gwa tso 

v.p. 

To support with the hand. 


la gwa yi koro 

V.p. 

To grasp by the throat; to 
strangle; to choke. 


la jebanci nva 'kwa 

V.p. 

Salutation for Soniya. 


la jebanci tun 'kwa 

v.p. 

Salutation for Soniya. 


la jin wuji 

v.p. 

To enslave. 


la jin'gi 

v.p. 

To adopt; to set free. 


la ka 'be ye 

v.p. 

To wean. 


la ka 11 eba nin bo 

v.p. 

To besiege. 


la ke 

v.p. 

To take from; to subtract. 


la ke 

v.p. 

To strike; to dash; to hit. 


la kiabo 

v.p. 

To remove. 


la koranu 

V.p. 

To swear by the Koran. 


la kpa 

V.p. 

To whoop, in coughing. 


la 'kpa 

V.p. 

To follow in the steps. 


la kpe'ba 

V.p. 

To cover the body; to clothe. 


la kpe'na 'fe 

v.p. 

To make a fire guard. 


la kpe'ti 

v.p. 

To cover the head. 


la 'kpo la 

v.p. 

To marry a widow; to learn a 
trade other than one's father 
worked at; 

cf. ekpo. 

la ku do3i 

v.p. 

To put together. 


la kupa naje 

v.p. 

Salutation for Makun 


la kuti 

v.p. 

To swear by a masquerade. 


la ku 'tswa 

V.p. 

To smell. 


la ku 'ye 

v.p. 

To smell; to put to the nose. 


la liye 

v.p. 

To bring to the morrow. 


la 16 

v.p. 

To loosen; to untie; to undo; 
to release. 


la lo 

v.p. 

To take away. 


la lo 'fin 

v.p. 

To lift up; to raise up. 


la lugwa 

v.p. 

To leave alone; to let be; to 
abandon; to forsake; to put 
away; to stop; to quit; to 
abstain from. 


la lugwa egi 

V.p. 

To make free, as a slave. 


la 'mi da 'mi 

v.p. 

To kiss; to put mouths 
together. 


la mikpe 

V.p. 

To follow; 

this is the plural form; cf. 

lamitu. 

la 'migun 

v.p. 

To conspire. 


la 'mi la 

V.p. 

To open the mouth wide in 
astonishment; to gawk. 


la 'mitada 

v.p. 

To call on; to salute; 

cf. tamida. 

lamitu 

v.p. 

To follow. 
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la 'mi tsun 

v.p. 


To pout; to roll the mouth. 


la 'mi wonda 

v.p. 


To gather up the mouth. 


la 'mi won 'ga 

v.p. 


To speak correctly. 


la mu ya 

v.p. 


To pluck up. 


la 'na da 

v.p. 


To light; to fire. 


la nakin 

v.p. 


To raise up; to resurrect. 


la nna u ya 

v.p. 

b 

bird 


la nna u ya bokun 

v.p. 

b 

White species of la nna u ya. 


la nin pa do3i 

v.p. 


To associate; to chum 
together. 


la nuwa ta ccnkafa 

v.p. 


To irrigate rice. 


la nyi 

v.p. 


To spoil. 


la nyika ku do3i la nyika 
3ed03i 

v.p. 


To strike or chatter the teeth. 


la nyagban ba kin 

la nyagbanwu 

v.p. 


To prostrate oneself on the 
ground. 


v.p. 


To be patient; to bear with; to 
endure. 



la 'nya mipa fe 

v.p. 


To argue; 

cf. gbomi. 

la rayi dzddzd 

v.p. 


To venture; to endanger; to 
risk one's life. 


la sa 

v.p. 


To rend; to rip; to tear; to 
split. 


la $6 

v.p. 


To hide; to conceal. 


la Soko da nyagban o 

v.p. 


To try; to persevere; lit. to 
take God into the heart. 


la u J1 or la u J1J1 

V.p. 


To set it down; to stick it in. 


la tsu 

v.p. 


To close; to shut. 


la ta 

v.p. 


To spread out. 


la ta 

v.p. 


To put upon. 


la ta 

v.p. 


To deceive. 


la ta 'ti 

v.p. 


To put up on top. 


la te 

v.p. 


To close up; to seal. 


la te 'be nukpa 

v.p. 


To wean. 


la 'ti ku kin 

v.p. 


To stand on the head. 


la tin ya 

v.p. 


To come out through. 


la 'ti Ji kin 

v.p. 


To stand with the head down. 


la 'ti Ji ko 

v.p. 


To hang with the head down. 


la 'ti ta 'ba 

v.p. 


To hang the head on the 
shoulder. 


la 'ti tun 

v.p. 


To come head on; to come on 
head first. 


la to 

v.p. 


To abuse; to slander. 


la 'tswa ka da 

v.p. 


To be pregnant. 


la tu 'ti 

v.p. 


To put or carry on the head. 


la tukpa J1J1 

v.p. 


To listen; to pay attention to. 


la vokpa ku 

v.p. 


To nudge, with the knee. 


la woncin 

v.p. 


To exalt; to glorify; to make 
large. 


la wu 

v.p. 


To kill; to abolish. 


la wu 

v.p. 


To teach; to show; to explain. 


la wu a a go jin 

v.p. 


Salutation for Kpafia; 

lit. show them and let them do 
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la WU31 jin 'gi 

v.p. 

Salutation for nyintsu, a 
king's wife; 

la ya 

v.p. 

To throw away; to put away; 
to divorce; to release. 

la 'ya be kpata 

V.p. 

To harbour a boat; to bring a 
canoe to the landing-place. 

la yawo 

v.p. 

To marry a bride. 

la yawo la 

V.p. 

To carry on the same trade as 
one's father. 

la 'ya zu lo 'kpan 

V.p. 

To paddle across; to ferry 
across. 

la 'ye ce tu 

v.p. 

To turn or cast the eyes away. 

la 'ye da 

V.p. 

To watch; to put the eye on; 
to attend to. 

la 'ye da 'ba 

V.p. 

To pay attention to. 

la 'ye ke3e 

V.p. 

To turn the eyes away. 

la 'ye nu 

V.p. 

To look sad or grave. 

la 'ye pa ku 

v.p. 

To watch; to look well at. 

la 'yetu 

V.p. 

To trust; to look to. 

la 'ye ta fiti o 

V.p. 

To star gaze. 

la 'ye tu 'fin o 

V.p. 

To star gaze. 

la za 

V.p. 

To take about. 

la 3e 

v.p. 

To strike; to dash; to hit. 

la 3e 

v.p. 

To change; to alter. 

la 3e ya 

V.p. 

To spill; to pour out; to throw 
out. 

la 31 la 3i3i 

V.p. 

To put down (plural). 

la 3m 

V.p. 

To bring back; to fetch back. 

la zunma 

V.p. 

To grow taller. 

la zunma 3e ta 

V.p. 

To turn the back on. 

la zoci 

V.p. 

To take everything; to clear 
one out of everything. 

la 

adv. 

Yet 

la 

V. 

To be almost. 

la 

V. 

To gallop; to run. 

la 

V. 

To level. 

la 

V. 

To crush. 

la 

V. 

To break up; to dissolve, as a 
marriage or friendship. 

la 

V. 

To come up of itself, as seeds 
that have remained in the 
ground from the year before. 

la 

V. 

To raise, as a dust. 

la koro 

V. 

To flower 

la 

V. 

To be cracked; to be broken. 

la be '3! 

V.p. 

Fugitives; people whose town 
has been broken up by war, 
and are scattered about in the 
villages. 

la da do3i 

la li 

V.p. 

close friends; chums, 
cracked or broken into 


Additional information 

it. 

lit. make a slave a free child. 


cf. lakoro. 
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pieces. 


la 'go 

v.p. 


to cut across the grass fields. 


la 'mi la 

v.p. 


to open the mouth wide in 
astonishment. 


la nyagban 

v.p. 


to be jealous; to envy. 


la 'wo 

v.p. 


Punishment where the child 
is made to stand with the legs 
and arms outstretched. 


la 'ye 

v.p. 


to be too much. 


la yegun 

v.p. 


to cut a tribal mark down the 
centre of the forehead. 


la 'ye la 

v.p. 


to stare; to open the eyes 
widely. 


la '31 tacin 

v.p. 


to cut through a village. 


lab a 

V. 


To libate. 


lab a 

V. 


To be intimate; to be 
chummy. 


labari 

n. 


News, tidings, story, 
narrative 

< Hausa 

labega 



Said of a child that is not old 
enough to be weaned when 
another child is expected. 


labo 

V. 


To be crossed, as threads in a 
loom. 


lab 6 

V. 


To be weak. 


labowo 

n. 


Guinea-corn porridge, cut 
and sold in chunks. 


lab 031 

n. 


Cola nut type, originally 
grown as Labo3i: 

the nut has only two segments. 

labuda labudi 

adv. 


Certainly; doubtless. 


laci 

n. 


Forked pole, used in lifting a 
grass roof on to the walls. 


lada 

n. 


Reward; hire; wages. 


lada 

n. 


A job; to supply a weaver 
with thread and have him 
weave a cloth. 


lada 

n. 


Earnest; a pledge; a small 
present of money given when 
a purchase has been made. 


ladan 

n. 


Muezzin. 


ladandubu 

n. 


Salutation for a Ladan. 


lade 



See alade. 


ladeko3ikogi 

n. 

b 

Small black bird. 


ladi 

n. 


Ball of lightning; 

cf. radi, egba. 

ladzo 

V. 


To be completed; 

cf. zo. 

lafi 

V. 


To slight; to despise; 

cf. gbaye. 

lafiya 

n. 


Health; peace; 

cf. yeye. 

laga 

n. 


Open space; 

cf. fili. 

lagba 

V. 


To be too much; so be carried 
to far; 

cf. kuye. 

lagban3inci 

n. 


Saucy, impudent person; 

cf. 3ilagban. 

lagba 

n. 


Convert; a proselyte. 
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lagwala 

V. 


To put up with; to bear with; 
to be uneasy with. 


lagisokpa 

V. 


To be gluttonous; 

cf. layekara. 

lakankpo 

n. 

V 

Morning glory vine. 


lako 

n. 


Woman's cloth sewn together 
in the front and opened in the 
back. 


lako 

n. 

bp 

Anus. 


lakoro 

V. 


To blossom; to bud. 


lakpa 

a. 


Big. 


lakpantl 

n. 


Open space about a village; 

cf. fili. 

lakpayi 

adv. 


Quickly. 


lakpe 

n. 


Ignoramus; ignorance. 


lakpyanya 

n. 


Rank among native princes. 


lalace 

n. 


One cast away; uncared for; 
neglected; silly; idle; 
worthless; spoiled; 

cf. nyi. 

lala3in 

n. 


Dawn; early morning. 


lale 

n. 


Compulsion; 

cf. tile. 

lalegi 

n. 


A young oil palm. 


lali 

n. 


Pleading; imploring. 


lali 

n. 

Pi 

Henna plant, used to blacken 
the hands and feet. 

< Hausa 

Lalu 

p.n. 

tr 

Performers in the Gunu. 


lama 



See rama. 


lambord 

n. 


Wind which blows during the 
month of April, or just before 
the rainy season begins. 


lami 



See alami. 


lami 

V. 


To ridicule; 

cf. emila. 

lami 

n. 


Entrance or approach to a 
compound. 


lamitu 

V. 


To follow. 


lampo 

a. 


Kemelless. 


lamputu 

n. 

g 

Grass species. 


kina 

n. 


Trouble; torture; 

cf. wala. 

langba 

n. 

t 

Tree with edible fruit. 


langba 

n. 


Idler; 

cf. kafunci. 

langbafati 



See langba. 


langi 

a. 


Little; a small amount; 

cf. degi. 

lanka 

n. 

tp 

Full grown branches of the 
oil palm. 


la ilka 

n. 


Mixture; half breed. 


lankpa 

n. 


Sun dried bricks; a clod. 


lankpavuvu 

n. 

i 

Mud-wasp 

Belenogaster griseus 

lanlaci 

n. 


Forked pole used in lifting a 
roof on to the walls; 

cf. laci. 

lantsa 

V. 


To mix; 

cf. lanka. 

lara 

n. 


Blindness; 

cf. na, yebo. 

Laronci 

p.n. 


Arab. 


laru 

n. 


Dye. 


Laruba 

p.n. 


Wednesday. 
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Larubawa 

p.n. 


Arab(s). 

< Flausa 

lasafi 

V. 


To be too much; to be carried 
too far; 

cf. kuye, lagba. 

lasari 

n. 

is 

Third call to prayer, about 4 
p.m. 


lati 

n. 


Grass field; farm; bush. 


latswa 

V. 


To hiss. 


latswalatswagi 

n. 

r 

Gecko. 

cf. tswalagi 

lavonlavo 

n. 

i 

Praying mantis; 

it is believed that where one 
has been killed, someone will 
break a calabash - hence its 





name. 

lawo 

n. 


Season immediately after the 
last rains. 


laya 

n. 


Amulet; charm. 


layadoko 

n. 

hg 

Fancy collar worn on the 
neck of a horse. 


layagi 

n. 

b 

Bird species. 


layagi soko 

n. 

Pi 

Plant, 

has a flower like blue bells, 
and grows on a long stem. 

layekara 

V. 


To be greedy; to be 
gluttonous; 

cf. lagisokpa. 

layisa 

n. 

g 

Reed 

which is used to make long 
pipe stems, majia. 

la3igba 

excl. 

VC 

Vendors' call for cloth. 


la3in 

n. 


Morning; forenoon. 


la3ingun 

n. 


Breakfast. 


laya 

n. 

is 

Ram sacrificed at the Great 
Feast of the Muslims. 


ladabi 

n. 


Politeness; 

cf. ledabi. 

lantana 

n. 


Stone, 

worn in the ears by the Yoruba 





women. 

le 

V. 


To itch; to scratch. 


le 

V. 


To lay down; to be situated, 
as a village. 


le 

V. 


To poison, as arrows. 


le 

V. 


To dissolve; to mix with 
water; 

cf. kpo. 

le 

V. 


To be thick, as oil; 

cf. gban, kin. 

le 

V. 


To preserve or store as beans, 
etc., by mixing with sand and 
ashes. 


le 

adv. 


Formerly; once; 

cf. panyi le. 

le 

V. 


To see, contracted from leye. 


le 

V. 


To exalt; to extol, as a 
drummer does on his drum; 

cf. do, ko. 

le 

V. 


To rip; to rend; to tear. 


le 

V. 


To sharpen; to grind. 


le 

V. 


To plaster or polish, as a 
wall; 

cf. fi, kiribi, ta. 

leba 

V. 


To miss. 


leba 

n. 


Salutation for the rank 
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Tswatswana. 


leba 

n. 


Reproaching; the taunting; 

cf. bale. 

lebelebe 

n. 

fg 

Fish net. 


lebelebe lebelebe 

adv. 


Danglingly. 


lebile 

adv. 


Very (much); 

cf. doku, nyasasanyi. 

lebu 

n. 


Rain puddles. 


le ci le cici 

V. 


To lay down. 


ledabi 

n. 


Politeness; humility. 


ledan 

n. 


Privacy; hearing; 
consultation. 


ledu 

n. 


Local jail or prison. 


ledu 

n. 

h 

Small herb 

the leaves are used to cure a 
head-ache. 

ledu 

n. 


Swamp clay used to plaster 
walls. 


ledzu 

n. 


First money or capital. 


lefa 

n. 


Sheet tin. 


Lefarima 

p.n. 


Rank among native princes, 
the salutation for which is, 





Kobo. 


lefe 

n. 


Basket, much like two 
covers, used for carrying 
small thing in. 


lefe 

n. 


Driving rain; 

lit. rain and wind. 

lefi 

n. 


Sin; fault; 

cf. aleki, ebo, zunubi. 

lefltl 

n. 


Rank among the lower 

the salutation for which is, 




Kyadya, 

Baru. 

legama 

legban 

n. 


Rank among the courtiers, 

the salutations for which are, 

Agbati, Daniya. 

n. 


Snore; 

cf. gbanlegban. 

legelege 

adv. 


Very (shaky); 

cf. kpekekpeke. 

legelegegi 

a. 


Thin; lean; lanky. 


leg! 'o da be Soko nyi 

n-p. 

sal 

Salutation for the rank 

Nagenu; 

lit. your gain is with God. 

legun 

n. 


Sleep; slumber. 


legun 

V. 


To watch; to do guard or 
picked duty. 

cf. akika, gajikiya. 

lakadayi 

a. 


True; 

lekenleke 

n. 

b 

Cattle egret. 


lekpan 

V. 


To be thick, as boards, paper, 
cloth; 

cf. lena. 

lekpe lenkpe 

n. 

fg 

Long telescope-like fish trap. 


lekpegi 

a. 


Short; 

cf. kukuru. 

lekugi lekungi 

n. 

mi 

Flute, 

made from a piece of bamboo. 

lele 

V. 


To lay down; to sleep. 


lele 

V. 


To be thick, as oil; 

cf. gban, kin. 

lele 

adv. 


Ago; a very long time since. 


leleyl 

adv. 


Very (thin). 


lele la 'ti ba so 



Salutation for Gbaruku. 


Lelu 

p.n. 


Witch; the leader among the 
traditional women; 

cf. gaci. 

lema 

n. 


Black, unglazed gown. 



124 



R.M. Blench 

Draft Nupe Dictionary: Main text 


Nupe 

PoS 

C 

English 

Additional information 

lema 

n. 


Tent. 


lema 

n. 


Rank among the swamp 

the salutations for which are, 




dwellers, 

Gbakala, Dawudu. 

le m' 'bo ye 



Salutation for Lina; 

lit. see my right. 

lembuburu 

n. 


Fruit of the silk-cotton tree; 

cf. kuci. 

lemii 

n. 


Limes. 


lemuti 

n. 


Design in embroidery. 


lena 

V. 


To be thick; to be heavy; 

cf. lekpan. 

lena 

V. 


To mind; to be careful; 

cf. tswa. 

lence 

n. 


Female trader; a dealer in 
small wares; 

cf. Jinya. 

lendona ... na 



See kendona... na. 


lenkpe 



See lekpe. 


lentsayi 

adv. 


Very (heavy) 


len3e 

n. 


Scythe; a sickle. 

< Flausa 

Lerama 

sal. 


Salutation common to all 
native princes, and 
princesses; 

cf. gitsu. 

lesun 

V. 


To rave; to call out in sleep, 
said to be caused by witches. 


let! 

n. 


Flead of a bed; 

cf. eti ta. 

letswa 

n. 


Rank among villagers. 


lejen lafiya 



See rejen lafiya. 


lewu 

n. 


Medicine, said to cause 

its action is much like that of 




people to sleep. 

chloroform. 

lewu 

V. 


To buzz; to itch; to bum, as 
the ear. 


lewulewuyi 

a. 


Beautiful; nice; fine 

cf. bolo. 

leye 



When used with the verb jin, 
means to walk about in sleep. 


leye 

V. 


To see; to perceive; to find; 
to discover. 


leye 

V. 


To bribe; 

lit; to blind the eyes. 

le3i 

n. 


Keeping awake at night; 

cf. 3 ile. 

li 



Reduplicating prefix for 
verbs with initial, la, le, li, 

lia. 


li 

V. 


To pick out; to subtract. 


li 

V. 


To be clean; to be clear; to be 
justified. 


lia 

V. 


To cut off; to strip; to clip 
off; 

cf. twa. 

liaba 

n. 


Rank among the upper 

the salutation for which is, 




Kyadya, 

Dodondawa. 

liabiayi 

adv. 


Very (full); 

cf. liajiayi. 

liabialiabia 

n. 

g 

Very coarse grass. 

Setaria verticillata 

liajiagi 

a. 


Thin. 


liakpiagi 

n. 

c 

Maize cultivar, 

the cobs are very long. 

lialia 

n. 

fo 

Food made from beans. 


lialia 

V. 


To be soft; to be rotten. 


lialia 

n. 

c 

Kernelless rice. 


liliagi 

n. 


Dwarf; a midget; a bantam. 
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lialialialiayi 

adv. 

Very (low). 


lialiajl 

n. 

Pleading; a persuading; 

cf. lali. 

liamuliamugi 

adv. 

Very (soft); 

cf. liawuliawugi. 

liajiayi 

adv. 

Very (full); 

cf. liabiayi. 

liatiayi 

adv. 

Very (large, plump). 


liawuliawugi 

adv. 

Very (soft); 

cf. liamuliamugi. 

libwo 

a. 

Large. 

cf. sunda. 

lida 

V. 

To frighten; to scare; 

ligama 

V. 

Local salt, made from esa 
grass, 

the vendors' call is, Ebu. 

li gwa tun 

V. 

To make exceptions; to leave 
out. 


likpoyi 

adv. 

Unevenly. 


likayifa 


See alikafa. 


lilatii 

n. 

Manifestation; the appearing; 

cf. tula. 

Lile 

ti. 

Rank among village 
headmen. 


lm 

n. 

Lees. 


lilici 

a. 

Pure; clean; holy. 


lima 

n. 

A job; work given to dyers. 


lima 


Word used in this sense. 


Liman 

Liman giadwo 

ti. 

Iman; chief mallam, 

saluted as, Jugaba, Jewu or 
jefu; cf. man. 

ti. 

Rank among the Kyadya, 

the salutation for which is, 

Lerama. 


lma 

n. 

Middleman; witness; 
mediator. 


linjila 

n. 

The New Testament; 

cf. injil. 

liri lirigi 

n. 

Inquisitiveness; 

cf. kaye. 

liri 

n. 

Kind; breed; species; 

cf. yiri. 

liri 


See lili. 


lisafi 

n. 

Account; reckoning; number. 


lifia 

n. 

is Fourth call to prayer, about 7 




p.m. 


litafi 

n. 

Book; 

cf. kitabu. 

liti 

V. 

To surpass; to be above; to be 
higher. 


litsa 

V. 

To trouble; 

cf. gasun. 

liyan liyangi 

n. 

Silver money; shilling. 


liye 

V. 

To pass the night; to come to 
the morrow. 


16 

V. 

To enter; to knit, as a bone. 


16 

V. 

To price, an article; to trade; 

cf. cewo. 

lo 

V. 

To go; to proceed. 


16 

V. 

To add; to reckon; 

cf. ro, lisafi. 

16 

V. 

To loose; to untie; to release. 


lob a 

V. 

To tattle; 

cf. rokoto. 

loda 

n. 

Kind; equivalent; 

cf. dalo. 

lofe 

V. 

To be cool; 

cf. bafe, fuyeko. 

lokpa 

V. 

To be far; to be distant. 


lokpoyi 

adv. 

Very (large). 

cf. dasa, lwa. 

1616 

V. 

To regard; to consider; to 
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heed; 


lolobi 

n. 

t 

Tree with a fruit like a cola 

nut. 


loma 

n. 

m 

Antelope. 


16 'mi la 'mi 

n. 


Trouble-maker; lit; one who 
enters a home and breaks it 
up; a home-breaker. 


lonci 

n. 

t 

Locust tree; 

Parkia biglobosa; 

lonci gaga 

n. 

t 

Tree species. 


londzogi 

n. 


Delay; deception; 

cf. dzorondzorogi. 

longoro 

n. 


Empty pods of the locust fruit 


lonyi a 

adv. 


Not at all; 

cf. kponyi. 

lopa 

n. 


Revenge; 

cf. palo. 

lolo 

adv. 


Very (many, much). 


loro 

a. 


Thin. 


lota 

n. 


Smoothness; evenness; 

cf. talo. 

loti 

V. 


To discourage. 


lotun 

V. 


To work; to toil; to labour. 


lovo 

n. 


Decoy deer, used by hunters. 


lovogi 

n. 


Delay; deception; 

cf. londzogi. 

Iowa 

adv. 


Unitedly; 

cf. ewa, wanko. 

lowo 

V. 


To spend money. 


lowogi 

n. 

c 

Onion sprouts; young onions. 


lowon 

n. 


Royalty. 


lowoya 

n. 

tx 

White trade calico. 


loye 

V. 


To daze; to dazzle. 


lowu 

lozun 

n. 

Pi 

Plant whose sap is mixed 
with corn and placed in the 
farms to destroy birds. 


n. 


Evening. 


lokoso 

n. 

f 

Fish species. 


lu¬ 

aff. 


Reduplicating prefix for 
verbs with initial, lo, lu, lwa. 


lu 

V. 


To consider; 

cf. duwon. 

lu 

V. 


To weave. 


lu 

V. 


To beat, the bark off a green 
tree. 


lu 

V. 


To leak. 


lu 

V. 


To stew or make, as sauce. 


lubasa 

n. 

c 

Onion 

See alubasa. 

lubondede 

n. 

b 

Bird species. 


lubondede 

n. 


Salutation for Nuwonya. 


liibota 



See alubota. 


luci 

n. 

ti 

Rank, 

the salutation for which is. 

Daniya. 

ludo 

V. 


To be heavy; 

cf. lukpin. 

lu 'fe ya 

V. 


To be senseless; 

cf. felania, felulu. 

lufu 

n. 

ap 

Primary wing feathers 


lugba 

n. 

b 

Pigeon that has no mate. 


lugbe 

n. 

b 

Black kite; Milvus migrans 


lugwa 

V. 


To leave; to let be; to permit; 



to abandon; to allow. 
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luka 

n. 

bs 

Chicken basket 

cf. gudugudu. 

lukankatu 

n. 


Standing on one leg; 

cf. tulukanka. 

luko 

n. 

b 

Dove; 

cf. lukongi. 

lukokoko 

n. 

Pi 

Weed species. 


lukoluko 

lukobokungi 

n. 

pl 

Flowering plant, much like 
the jack-in-the-pulpit. 


n. 

b 

Turtle dove; 

cf. lukongi. 

lukombudu 

n. 

d 

Smut; disease of cereals 


lukondaba 

n. 

b 

Large ringed dove; 

cf. daba. 

lukondo 

adv. 


Unitedly; 

cf. wanko. 

lukondundun 



See lubondede. 


lukongi 

n. 

b 

Dove; cf. lukombokungi. 

cf. egban, kisa. 

lukontagban 

n. 


Sense; wisdom; 

lukuntata 

n. 

bp 

Armpit. 


lukpa 

n. 


Weak neck or back. 


lukpa 

n. 

t 

Tree with a very thin bark, 
the wood is very brittle. 


lukpan 

n. 

ti 

Rank among native princes, 

the salutations for which are, 

Guruza, Dodondawa. 

lukpan 

V. 


To be soft; to be tender; to be 
mashed. 


Lukpo 

n. 

ti 

Rank, 

the salutation for which is, La 





wu a. 

lukpin 

V. 


To be heavy; to be weighty; 

cf. ludo. 

luku 

V. 


To be bitter. 


lukuku 

n. 

da 

Pigeon. 


lukumbu 



See pa lukumbu. 


lulu 

n. 

c 

Cotton plant; cotton. 


lulu fuka 

n. 

c 

Unginned cotton. 


lulugi 

n. 

c 

European cotton thread. 


lulu kosun 

n. 

c 

cotton seed. 


lulu kece 

n. 

c 

a species of cotton. 


luludzaci 

n. 

c 

ginned cotton; one who gins 
cotton. 


lulukunci 

n. 

c 

carded cotton; one who cards 
cotton. 


lulupinci 

n. 

c 

thread; spun cotton; one who 
spins cotton. 


lulutsuci 

n. 

c 

carded cotton; one who cards 
cotton. 


luluyaci 

n. 

c 

picked cotton; one who picks 
(the seeds out of) cotton. 


liiluyi 

n. 


Pearl. 


lumyanya 

n. 

pl 

Root, used for flavouring. 

<FIausa? 

lungba 

n. 


Dust; 

cf. rungba. 

lu’na 

V. 


To do embroidery work; to 
embroider. 


lusagi yawo 

n. 


Bride's maid; a young girl 
who stays with the bride for 
three months after the 
wedding; 

cf. saci yawo. 

lutsubu 

n. 


Rank among village 

the salutations for which are, 
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lutu 

n. 


headmen, 

Homosexual 

Lerama, Karatsubu, 
Karatutu. 

<Hausa 

luwagiluwagi 

a. 


Soft; tender; 

cf. bodongi. 

luwasa 

n. 


Width; 

cf. epe. 

luwaya 

n. 


Sense; wisdom; 

cf. yema, egban. 

luwo 

n. 


Grave; 

cf. ruwo. 

LU31 

p.n. 

et 

Nupe sub-tribe. 


lwa 

V. 


To pour, as in a small 

cf. elwa. 

lwa 

V. 


quantity; 

To be high; 

cf. keto. 

lwa 

V. 


To notice; to regard; to heed; 

cf. dasa. 

lwoniwonyi 

lwolwo 

adv. 

n. 

ap 

to pay attention to; 

Bounding. 

Mane of an animal. 


lworwonci 

n. 

t 

Tree species, 

the fruit is used to make the 

lwotwoyi 

lwoya 

adv. 


Very (large, fleshy). 

See laya. 

gegeza sauce. 


M 





maba 

n. 


Beadle; a king's fool. 


madaki 

n. 

ti 

Rank, 

the salutation which is, Giwa; 
cf. ubandawaki. 

madala madali 

excl. 


Word which expresses 
inward joy or delight. 


Madi 

p.n. 

ti 

The Mahdi. 

< Arabic 

Majln 

p.n. 

ti 

Rank or office; a chief; a 
head-man. 


Majln cigbe 

p.n. 

ti 

Chief doctor. 


Majln dodo 

p.n. 

ti 

Chief of the masqueraders. 


Majln kakaki 

p.n. 

ti 

Chief trumpeter. 


Majln kimpa 

p.n. 

ti 

Head leather worker. 


Majinraka 

p.n. 

ti 

Court officer. 


Majln tswaci 

p.n. 

ti 

Chief blacksmith. 


Makun 

n. 

ti 

Rank among native princes. 


makundunu 

n. 

m 

hyena 


malam malami 

n. 

ti 

Mallam; Muslim priest; 

cf. man. 

malam Jem pa 

n. 

bp 

Spleen. 


Maliki 

p.n. 

is 

The Angel of the Abyss. 

< Arabic ? via Hausa 

Maliya 

p.n. 


The Red Sea. 


mamaki 

excl. 


Wonderful! Amazing! 
Fantastic! Incredible! 

cf. yeka, alajibi. 

mamaki 

a. 


Like 

cf. do3i, kama. 

mami 

n. 

dc 

Song or dance. 


mami 

adv. 


As; thus; 

cf. kendona... na. 

mami 

n. 


Mammy; 

name given to white women. < 
Y oruba? 

mami 

n. 

tx 

Trade cloth. 


manyi 

adv. 


Slimily. 
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masa 

n. 

fo 

Cake made from guinea-corn 
and maize. 

<Flausa 

mascntali 



See sentali. 


maje 

n. 

fo 

Cake made from very 
coarsely ground guinea-corn. 


m a 

V. 


To be sweet; to be good at. 


ma 

V. 


To be right. 


ma 

V. 


To neigh. 


ma 

V. 


To clip or nip off, the head of 
corn or grass; to harvest. 


mS 

V. 


To be just right; to just suit. 

cf. ka. 

ma 

V. 


To shine; to throw or reflect a 
light on; 


ma 

adv. 


Also; too. 


ma 

V. 


To bear; to beget; to bring 
forth; to lay. 


ma 

V. 


To refuse, used in this sense. 


ma 

V. 


To go around; to surround; to 
wind on; to bind on; 

cf. goba, ma ke 3 e. 

ma 

V. 


To lend; to borrow. 


mli 

V. 


To measure. 


ma 

V. 


To conjure; 

cf. sa. 

mabara 

V. 


To dodge; to skulk. 


ma bodi 

V. 


To hide the right side; 

cf. bodi. 

macaci 

n. 

P 

Pauper; 

cf. etsa. 

macata 

n. 


Freak; 

cf. kpiaria. 

mace3e 



See make 3 e. 


macmma 

n. 

k 

Paternal aunt. 


mada 

p.n. 


Name of the Kuta's canoe. 


madalla 

n. 


Etsu's fool; 

cf. maba. 

madaki 

p.n. 


Plead woman among the 

Etsu’s wives 


mada 

n. 


Plunger; starvation. 


mada 

n. 

la 

Bog; quick-sand; morass; 

cf. bada, ruwa. 

madzo 

V. 


To play; to sham. 


madiwu 

madzwakwa 

p.n. 

ti 

Chief singer, being an office 
among the priests. 


p.n. 

ti 

Rank among the councillors, 

the salutations for which are, 

Lerama, Giwa. 


mafari 

n., a. 


Beginning; first. 


mafi 

V. 


To please; 

cf. ba. 

mafwoci 

n. 


Butcher. 


mafwota 

n. 


Butcher's shop. 


magani 

n. 


Front; approach, to a 
compound; 

cf. lami. 

magani 

n. 


Fancy. 


maga 

n. 

fa 

Farm where only ekpan 





sorghum is grown. 


magaci 

n. 

t 

Tree species. 


magaawolo 

n. 

sa 

Salutation for a judge; 

lit. speak well and (they) will 
spend money. 

magajm 

n. 


Fleir of the family; 

a rank or office the same as 
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Majin, the salutation for 
which is, Gado. < Hausa 

magajiya 

p.n. 


Queen; 

cf. soniya. 

magamagayi 

adv. 


Very (much). 


Magayaki 

p.n. 

ti 

Rank among the warriors; an 

the salutation for which is, 

magari 



under captain; 

Kawurangoje. 

n. 

is 

Fourth call to prayer; about 6 
p.m. 

cf. lowon. 


magbe 

V. 


To assist in catching fish in 
another man's stream; 


magbo 

n. 

f 

Fish species. 


magi 

V. 


To whine; 

cf. tifegi. 

magi 

n. 

k 

Cousin or nephew; a sister's 
children but not a brother's. 


mago 

n. 

he 

Pure white (horse). 


magogi 

n. 


Eraser. 


magunci 

n. 

t 

Tree species. 


makajl 

n. 


Spoon, or scoop used to take 
civet from the civet cat. 

< Hausa for ‘scissors’ 

makamagi 

n. 


Equal; 

cf. ma. 

makami 

n. 

wp 

Weapon. 


makanta 

n. 


School; place of learning. 


Maka 

p.n. 

is 

Mecca. 


makayi 

adv. 


Poorly; slovenly; 

cf. mulamiduyi. 

makaruhu 


is 

According to Moslem law, 

food, etc., not forbidden, yet 
not recommended. 

make3e 

V. 


To surround; to go about; 

cf. goba. 

makiri 

n. 

P 

Enemy; opponent; 
antagonist; adversary. 


makoci 

n. 

P 

Neighbour; 

cf. emilegunci. 

mako 

V. 


To spar; to box. 


makundunnu 

n. 

m 

Flyaena. 


makworwo 

n. 

dk 

Sap of the eba palm, used as 
a beverage. 


malagbagi 

n. 

yc 

Yam cultivar. 

See maleka 

malayika 

n. 


Angel. 

malaka 

maleka 

V. 


Used with the verb jin, to 
reign; to govern; 

cf. yikunci. 

See malayika. < Hausa 

n. 


Angel. 

maliii 

n. 


Needle case; pin cushion. 


malo 

n. 


To be dear; to be scarce. 


malogi 

n. 

mi 

Lute with spherical gourd 
resonator 

< Hausa molo 

main 

n. 

b 

Fish eagle 


mama 

excl. 


What a child says when it 
wants to nurse. 


Mama 

p.n. 

tr 

Masquerade 

cf. kuti mama. 

mama to janja 

adv. 


Completely. 


mama dm gbaro 

n. 


Idiom, said of one who is 
always standing. 


mamamamayi 

adv. 


Very (plump). 


mammasun 

n. 


Rank among the councillors, 

the salutation for which is, 
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mamarigbo 




Daniya. 

n. 


Small bur. 


man 

p.n. 

ti 

Mallam; a priest; a preacher; 
Imam; 

cf. liman. 

man kundi 

n. 


Mallams who make medicine 
or write charms for a living. 


manko 

p.n. 

ti 

Chief preacher; 

cf. liman. 

man turabi 

n. 


Mallam who divines; 

cf. turabi. 

man yisabi 

n. 


Mallam who divines; 

cf. yisabi. 

mana 

n. 


Favour; grace; kindness. 


mana 

n. 


Dye pits; 

cf. marina. 

mana 

adv. 


Indeed; certainly. 


mana 

n. 


Spy; a traitor. 


ma 'na 

V. 


To shine a light; 

cf. ma. 

manaawoci 

n. 


An ungrateful person. 

See manafinci. 

manafiki 

n. 

P 

Hypocrite; a deceiver. 

manaftnci 

n. 

P 

Hypocrite; a deceiver. 

See manafiki. 

managi 

a. 


Sweet. 


managi 

n. 

i 

Pest; 

small insect which eats the 
leaves of the standing guinea- 





corn. 

manaka 



See rumaka. 


ma 'na ka 

V. 


To hunt by torch light. 


manata 

n. 


Dye pit; 

cf. marina. 

manin 

V. 


To be happy; to be joyful; to 
be pleasant; to be glad. 


man! 

n. 

i 

Large black and white 
caterpillar cooked and eaten. 


man! 

n. 

d 

Convulsion; 

said to be caused by eating an 
odd or bad mani caterpillar. 

mandara 

n. 


Fresh or sweet (milk). 

< Hausa 

mange 

n. 

po 

Clay water pot with a long 
neck. 


mangegi 

n. 

po 

Small pot with one or two 
handles. 


mange bakombag^i 

n.p. 

po 

Eight small pots sunk in the 
ground outside of a house, 
and used as a shrine for 
twins. 


mange buru 

n. 

po 

Pot with a very large flange. 


mangegege 

n. 

po 

Bride's pot. 


mangeta 

n. 

po 

Place where pots are kept. 


mangegi tadawa 

n. 

po 

Ink-pot. 

no longer in use 

mangegi yawo 

n. 

po 

Bride's pot. 


mangi 

n. 


Child bom in slavery. 


mangi 

adv. 


Period of time; another time; 
later. 


mangi 

n. 

c 

All cereals harvested by 
cutting off the head; 

cf. ma. 

maniyu 

n. 

bf 

Semen. 


manlawo 

n. 


Rank among the councillors, 

the salutation for which is, 


Dodondawa. 
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manlelegi 

n. 

r 

Gecko 

manleleti 

n. 

em 

Design in embroidery. 

manlwolwogi 

n. 

r 

Scaly sand lizard; fence- 
lizard. 

monjianu 

n. 


Butter. 

manvovogi 

n. 

t 

Tree species. 

ma 'nya 

V. 


To conjure; cf. sa 'nya. 

manya 

n. 


Cleat. 

ma 'nya mangi 

V. 


To glean; cf. ma, mangi. 

manyamanyayi 

adv. 


Very (large). 

manzari 

n. 

wv 

Spindle, used to spin cotton. 

manzari gululu 

n. 


Ballast or clay ball on a 
spindle. 

mapa 

n. 

bp 

Cheek. 

mapa 

n. 


Clay filled in between the 
roof and the top of a wall; 

mapa 

n. 


Association; 

Maraba 

excl. 


Welcome. 

marahanu 

n. 


Cut of garment with no 
sleeves; a vest; a waistcoat. 

mari 

n. 


Point where the threads cross 
when they are being 
measured out for a loom. 

marika 

n. 

wt 

Heavy rains in October. 

marika 

n. 


Limit; 

marimari 

n. 


Longing; desire. 

marina 

n. 


Dye pit. 

mariko 

n. 


Tattle; 

marinci 

n. 

fo 

Edible sprouts of the fan- 
palm gbaci. 

marufa 

n. 


Straw hat; a helmet. 

masaka 

n. 

wv 

Loom; a weaving frame. 

masaki 

n. 

wv 

Weaver. 

Masaga 

p.n. 

ti 

Chief of the glass workers, 

masagafu 

n. 


Glass works. 

masalaci 

n. 

is 

Mosque. 

masa 

masayi 

n. 


To be tired; 

See masoyi, eya. 

masiba 

n. 


Danger; peril; calamity; 
misfortune. 

maso 

adv. 


Indeed; 

masori 

n. 

mn 

Steel; a superior grade of 
iron. 

masoro 

n. 

fo 

Black pepper. 

masoyi 

n. 


Friend; 

masun 

n. 


Back, but usually refers to a 
hunch-back; 

masuna 

n. 


Namesake; one of the same 

name. 

majia 

n. 


Long stem, 
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majla 

V. 


Beware; avoid; 

cf. tswa. 

mafigi 

n. 


Ditch; a gutter; 

cf. gudu, guje. 

masita 

n. 


Back stitch in sewing. 


matalaka 

n. 

to 

Hammer; 

cf. etsu. < Hausa 

matajl 

n. 


Page number. 


Mat! 

excl. 

VC 

Vendors' call for meat. 


matiko 

n. 

wp 

Thumb-ring, used by archers. 


matsa 

V. 


To laugh; to smile; to giggle; 





to snicker. 


matsafi 

n. 

wv 

Slay or harness of a loom. 


matsii 

n. 

p 

Grass-widow. 


matswa 

n. 

p 

Scout; a watchman; 

cf. legun. 

matuka 

n. 


Limit; 

cf. nugun. 

maturugi 

n. 

da 

Young cattle. 


mavvo 

n. 


Peace; sweetness; bliss; 

cf. anfani, lafiya. 




usefulness; 


mawo 

n. 

VC 

Vendors' call for locust fruit 





water. 


mawore 

n. 


Salutation for the rank 





Tsoyida. 


mayaki 

n. 


Commander-in-chief of the 





warriors. 


maye 

V. 


To tease, as boys do girls. 


may! 

n. 

c 

Long headed millet. 


mayibo 

V. 


When used with jin means to 

cf. goba. 




avoid; 


mayidi 

n. 

fo 

Food made from com. 


mayito 

n. 


Salutation for Tsowa. 


maza 

n. 

p 

Brave person; a hero; 

cf. bagi. 

mazangonigi 

n. 

f 

Fish species. 


mazugata 

n. 


Cemetery 

, not well known. 

mazuwa 

n. 

bf 

Vomit; 

cf. tu. 

mazuzu 

n. 

i 

Beetle. 


mazi 

n. 

ti 

Rank among the upper 

the salutation for which is, 




Kyadya, 

Dawudu. 

mazindadi 

n. 

ti 

Rank among the court 

the salutations for which are, 




officers, 

Dawudu, Jiaroma. 

mba 

n. 


Feast; 

cf. wolima. 

mbaci 

conj. 


Were it not; except; 

cf. kaga'. 

mgba 

excl. 


Word of interrogation; I say. 


myamya 

n. 

mt 

Large mat, made from eba 

and used much as a shade or 




palm branches, 

tent. 

myamyagi 

a. 


Sweet; 

cf. managi. 

myamyanyi 

adv. 


Very (shaky). 


myajyamyaj'yagi 

a. 


Small; tiny. 


mi- 



Reduplicating prefix for 





verbs with initial, ma, mi, 





mu. 


mi 

V. 


To sprinkle. 


mi min 

pron. 


I; me. 


mi 

V. 


To mould; to cast; to form. 


mibo 

n. 


Cursing; a curse; 

cf. emibo, bomi. 
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mi'cin 

n. 

ca 

Pole for poling a canoe. 


niicini 

n. 

bf 

Spittle; saliva; expectoration. 


micini koro 

n. 

bf 

Saliva that runs from the 
mouth while sleeping. 


midzuruci 

n. 

t 

Tree species which bears a 
three cornered fruit. 


migbo 

n. 


Contradicting; the arguing; 

cf. emigbo. 

migianiaci 

n. 

t 

Tree species. 


minjini 

n. 

fo 

Red palm oil. 


minkayila 

n. 


The Rain Angel. 


mikote 

n. 

fo 

Shea-butter, 

made of the kernel of the shea- 
butter nut. 

mika enf 

num. 


One. 


mila 

n. 


Ridicule; sarcasm; 

cf. emila. 

mini 

a. 


Equal; smooth; level. 


minimini 

n. 


Very small red ??? and that 
lives in trees. 


misa 

n. 


Salutation; greeting; 

cf. emisa. 

miji 

n. 


Short-sightedness; dullness. 


miJTnmiJTngi 

a. 


Drizzly; 

cf. kpangi. 

misfin 

n. 

bp 

Mouth; opening; entrance; 
brink; brim; edge. 


mita 

n. 


Noisiness; clamour; 

cf. emita. 

mito 

n. 


Cursing; 

cf. emito. 

mitso 

pron. 


Myself. 


misali 

n. 


Equal; comparison; 

cf. musali, yegi. 

mi ya 

V. 


To shake off. 


miya 

n. 


Law; 

cf. emiya. 

mijindadi 



See ma 3 indadi. 


mma 

n. 


Maternal uncle. 


mu 



Initial reduplication prefix for 
verbs with initial syllable, 





mu. 


mu 

V. 


To suck; 

cf. nimu. 

mu 

V. 


To be decayed; to be rotten 
as cloth, pots. 


mu 

V. 


To clip; to cut; to shear, the 
hair. 


mu 

V. 


To be tasty. 


mu 

V. 


To pluck up by the roots. 


mubari 

n. 


Chancel of a mosque. 


mfibo 

V. 


To crowd or flock around; to 
throng. 


muci 

n. 

t 

Baobab 

the leaves are called kuka, and 
the fruit emu. 

nnici 

n. 


Preparation; 

cf. Jiri. 

muca 

n. 


Long pole, used to stir indigo 
dye in the pits. 


mudagiri 

V. 


Salutation for the rank 

Letswa. 


mfidza 

n. 


Extortion; 

cf. nyanya. 

muffin 

n. 

hi 

Iron fire-ring. 

< Hausa 
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miifungi 

n. 


Design in hair dressing. 


muge 

n. 

dk 

Palm wine; 


mugun 

n. 


Evil; bad; 

cf. egun. 

mukamukayi 

adv. 


Very (poor); poorly; 

cf. makayi. 

Muku 

p.n. 

ti 

Chief of the brass workers, 

the salutation for which office 

is, Dombajl. 

mukugi 

n. 

i 

Small bloodsucking fly. 

cf. mukamukayi. 

mulamulayi 

adv. 


Very (poor); poorly; 
slovenly; 


mulia 

n. 


Chief of a certain village. 


mulfki 

n. 


Kingdom; authority; power; 

cf. sarota. 

mumini 

n. 


Humble person; a true 
believer. 


mulo mukia 

n. 

VC 

Vendors' call for yisa. 


mumugi 

a. 


Soft; tender. 


mumugi 

n. 

fo 

Preparation made from 
sesame seed, used to flavour 

eja. 


munu 

n. 

Pi 

Edible mushroom. 


munu bad 

n. 

Pi 

Edible mushroom 

that grows at the base of the 
baci tree. 

munu dakun 

n. 

Pi 

Edible mushroom 

that grows on a dakun termite 
mound. 

munu tankpolo 

n. 

Pi 

Toadstool. 


munu te n tukpa 

n. 

pl 

Toadstool. 


munu 

n. 

tx 

Woollen cloth; flannelette. 


munumunuyf 

a. 


Straight. 


munugi 

a. 


Tasty; 

cf. mu. 

imiradi 

n. 


Desire; 

cf. aniya. 

muramuragi 

a. 


Senseless; 

cf. dagi. 

murogaci 

excl. 

sa 

Salutation for the rank Nagia. 


minima 

n. 

e 

Joy; gladness; 

cf. ninma, yebo. 

musahali 



See musali. 


musali 

n. 


Comparison; equal; 

cf. misali, yegi, yezun. 

musari 

a. 


Forbidden; 

cf. amusa. 

musulumi 

n. 

is 

Moslem; true believer. 


musungi 

a. 


Small; tiny. 


musun 

n. 


Pussy. 


mu sun kanagi 

a. 


Small; tiny; 

cf. tetengi. 

muriya 

n. 


Wealth; riches; 

cf. dukiya. 

mujlfi 

V. 


To crowd; to flock around; to 
throng; 

cf. mubo. 

mutunci 

n. 


Kindness; 

cf. aliheri, ceto. 

mu3imu3i 

n. 


Awkwardness. 


mwotswa 

n. 


To stink; to smell. 


mwotswagi 

n. 

i 

Pest on guinea-corn; 

cf. managi. 
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N 





na 

excl. 


Yes, in response to a 





summons. 


na 'am naham 



See na. 


nani 

n. 


Rank, the salutation for 
which is, Guruza. 


nakuda 

n. 


Travail. 


nari 

n. 

V 

Vine 

used as medicine for nari 
disease. 

nari 

n. 

ad 

Disease among fowls. 


na 

V. 


To hate; 

cf. 3i. 

na 

V. 


To dream. 


na 

V. 


To wash; to cleanse; to 
brighten; 

cf. fo, fu. 

na 

V. 


To shine; to reflect, as the 

cf. nana. 




moon; 


na 

V. 


To rise up. 


na 

V. 


To be blind. 


nab a 

V. 


To shine; to reflect, as a 





moon. 


nabari 



See labari. 


nabasakun 

V. 


To threaten; 

cf. basakun. 

nababangi 

n. 

i 

Fire-fly; a glow-worm. 


nabiri 

n. 

t 

Tree species, 

the root of which when applied 
to the flesh has an action like 
that of nitrate of silver. 

na da ana 

dem. 


This particular one. 

cf. dinna, enadin. 

nadin 

n. 


Burning; 

naganaga 

adv. 


Brightly; clearly. 


nagba 

n. 

m 

Solitaire animal, wild and 
ferocious. 


nagban 

n. 


Spirit of a wild animal, 

which after it has been killed, 
is said to enter the hunter and 
cause him to rave. 

nagbannagbanagbayi 

n. 


Squirming; the wriggling. 


nage 

n. 


State of being cooked; 
healed; ripe; 

cf. gena. 

nagenu 

n. 


Rank among native princes. 


nagya 

n. 


Rank among native princes. 


nagun 

n. 


Rank among the courtiers, 

the salutation for which is, 

Gandeza. 

nagun 

n. 

w 

Any place in the river where 
there is a swift current; 

cf. nagunta. 

nagun 

n. 


Medicine or charm, 

rubbed on the body by hunters, 
before going on a hunt. 

najeci 

n. 

t 

Tree species. 


naka 

a. 


Rank; rancid. 


naka 

n. 

bp 

Body; meat; flesh. 


naka cigban 

n.p. 


Trunk of the body. 


nakagba 

n. 


the being accustomed to; 

cf. gba. 

nakakun 

n. 


paralysis, lit. shaking of the 
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naka manaawoci 



body. 


n.p. 


a thin; frail body; lit; an 
ungrateful body. 



naka nanko 

n.p. 


beef. 


naka nuwa 

n.p. 


cooked or boiled meat, sold 
like hash. 


nakavoci 

n. 


carrion; rotten meat. 

cf. ke. 

na ke na 

n. 


Balance; 


nakin 

V. 


To rise; to get up; 

cf. na. 

na kingbagba ye 

V. 


To be stone blind; 

cf. na. 

nakoji 

p.n. 

ti 

Rank among native princes. 


nakunbo 

n. 


Stubble. 


nama 

n. 


Rope, made by binding grass 
stems together, and used to 
bind the rafters of a roof. 


namba 

n. 


Bag; 

cf. jika. 

nambi sunsun 

n. 

t 

Tree species. 


namfa 

n. 


Rough leather bag, made by 
tying up a skin. 


nampa 

n. 

m 

Leopard. 


nampapagi 

n. 

i 

Butterfly; a moth. 


na m pat a 

adv. 


Very (black); 

cf. patampa. 

nami 

n. 

wf 

Battlement; a shield, built by 
the wall where the archers 
shoot from. 


namu 

a. 


Senseless. 


nana 

V. 


To reflect; to shine; to light. 


nana 

n. 


Fool; 

cf. wawa. 

nana 

V. 


To dream; 

cf. na. 

nana 

V. 


To be well dressed; to be 
tidy. 


nana 

a. 


This; that; 

cf. ga. 

na... na 

pron. 


Which; that; who; since. 


nance 

n. 


Hearth; stove; fireplace. 


nance 

n. 

hu 

Poison smeared on arrows. 


nance 

n. 


Fly brush; a switch made 
from a cow's tail. 


nanga 

n. 


Truancy; a truant; 

cf. kpanka. 

nangi 

n. 

z 

Small domesticated animals; 
but also refers to pigs, deer, 
leopards, lions; 

cf. ena. 

nangikaci 

n. 


Shepherd. 


nangikpaci 

n. 


One who keeps sheep or 
goats. 


nagintsu 

n. 

pl 

Weed, which if eaten by 
animals will kill them; 

cf. enagintsu. 

nangi tukpako 

n. 

da 

Long-eared Hausa sheep. 

cf. 

nango 

n. 


Ashes of a burnt house; 

cf. tutumpere. 

nanko 

n. 

z 

Large domesticated animals, 
usually refers only to cattle. 


nanko Soko 

n. 


White clouds; 

lit. God's cattle; cf. para. 

napiti 

n. 


Grass ashes; smouldering 

cf. tutumpere. 
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ashes; 


nansa 

n. 


Matches; flint stone. 


na nyagban 

V. 


To be blind of heart; 

cf. na. 

nanyici 

n. 


Tribesmen; clansmen; tribe. 


na rara ye 

V. 


To have poor sight; 

cf. na. 

naru 

n. 


Site; locality; direction; 
position. 


nasa 



See nansa. 


nasara 

n. 


Victory; success. 


nasa 

n. 


Reflection of fire in the sky. 


naje 

V. 


To support; to give 
allowance. 


najevva 



See anajewa. 


najl 

n. 

bp 

Fist. 


najl 

n. 


Narrow strip left on a man's 
cloth. 


naji 

V. 


To extinguish house fires. 


najl 

n. 

po 

Clay fire-pot. 


navo 

V. 


To refuse; to rebel; to abhor; 
to object; to hate; to detest; to 
loathe. 


navun 

n. 

is 

First month in the Islamic 

meaning, The Month of 




calendar, 

Torches. Torch; cf. enakpa. 

nawa 

n. 


Canter; a pace; the steady 
quick walk of a horse. 


nawon 

adv. 


Very (many, much); 

cf. dokun. 

nawu 

n. 


Smoke. 


nawu pata 

n. 


Soot. 


nawun 

V. 


To rebuke; to growl; to 
reprove; to upbraid; to scold; 
to censure. 


nawun 

V. 


To be very bright. 


nawunawunga 

a. 


Soft; tender. 


nayemi 

n. 

ti 

Rank among Muslim 

the salutation for which is, 




mallams, 

Anemu. 

nayi 

adv. 


Indeed; 

cf. mana, ba. 

nda 

n. 

k 

Father; master; senior. 


ndace 

n. 


Hunter. 


ndacegi 

n. 

hu 

Trap; a gin; 

cf. kpakutegi. 

Nda dari 

ndadabirigi 

p.n. 


Rank, 

the salutations for which are, 

Agira, Mayice. 

n. 

m 

Monkey;. 

cf. kana 

nda duma 

p.n. 

w 

Niger river;. 

cf. edu 

nda ece 

p.n. 

ti 

Rank among native princes;. 

cf. ceceko 

nda ece 

p.n. 

ti 

Rank among the Kyadya; 

a constable; executioner; cf. 





dogari. 

ndaeji 

p.n. 

ti 

Prime Minister. 


ndaejiko 

p.n. 

ti 

See ndaeji. 


nda eji 

p.n. 

ti 

Rank, the salutation for 
which is Dawudu; 

cf.JeJI 

ndagi 

n. 

k 

Paternal uncle; cf. mma. 


ndagi mayiwo 

n.p. 

k 

Father; a parent. 
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nda goro 

p.n. 

ti 

Follower of Lile. 


nda kata 

n.p. 


Guardian. 


nda katsagi 

n. 

cr 

Shrimp. 


ndako 

n. 

k 

grandfather; ancestor; also a 
name given to traditional 
worship, and smallpox. 


ndako basa 

n. 

i 

Red beetle. 


ndako dagbagi 

n. 

m 

Field mouse. 


Ndako gboya 

p.n. 

tr 

Masquerade, 

typical of Doko and similar to 
other masquerades in the 

Benue Valley 

ndakogi 

p.n. 


a nick name, given to all 
baby boys; 

cf. English little man. 

ndako kontoro 

n. 

i 

stag beetle. 


ndakolagba 

n. 

tr 

Bullroarer 


ndako 'mi nda 

n.p. 

k 

Paternal grandfather. 


ndako ’mi nna 

n.p. 

k 

Maternal grandfather. 


ndako ndako 

n.p. 

k 

Grandfathers; generations. 


ndako ragbagi 

n.p. 


See ndako dagbagi. 


ndakotsu 

p.n. 

ti 

Rank. 


nda kuti 

p.n. 

tr 

Father of the kuti; 

cf. Ndako gboya. 

ndakpagi 

n. 

r 

Tortoise 

cf. sorogi. 

nda lawuya 

excl. 

sa 

Salutation for Cete. 


nda lengi 

n.p. 


said of one who has travelled 
about largely. 


nda li 

p.n. 

ti 

Ali, 

the salutation is, Dodondawa. 

nda lile 

p.n. 

ti 

Chief of Mokwa [Makwa]; 

cf. lile. 

nda liman 

p.n. 

ti 

Chief mallam; 

cf. liman. 

nda maraki 

p.n. 

ti 

Rank among the courtiers. 

See neyemi. 

nda wajl 

excl. 

sa 

Salutation for the rank, 

Soma3i. 


nda wodi 

excl. 

sa 

Salutation for Sokiara. 


nda wojl 

p.n. 


Boy's name, 

the salutation for which is, 

Kokparadza. 

nda wuji 'tsu 

p.n. 


Eunuch; 

formerly in charge of the Etsu 
Nupe’s wives. 

nda tabo 



See tabo. 


nda todo 

p.n. 

ti 

Rank among the courtiers, 

the salutation for which is, 

Lerama. 

nda twaki 

p.n. 

ti 

Rank among the courtiers, 

the salutation for which is, 

Dombaji. 

nda 3 ikogi 

n. 

f 

Fish species. 


nda ' 3 itso 

n. 

ti 

Chief or headman of a small 
village. 


ndazo 

p.n. 

ti 

Traditional priest, 

the salutation for which office 





is, Ezo. 

ndazogi 

n. 

b 

Bird species. 


ndo 

pron. 


see ndoci. 


ndoci 

pron. 


Some, another. 

eza ndoci wu gaba le 

someone once killed a lion 

ndondo 

a. 


Every, any 

eza ndondo be everyone came 

ndoro 



See ndondo. 
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ngo 

V. 


Accept; to take from the 
hand; 

cf. go. 

njm 

excl. 


I say; 

cf. yega. 

ni 



Reduplicating prefix for 
verbs with initial, na, ni. 


ni 

V. 


To drum. 


ni 

V. 


To fall. 


nici 

num. 


Fourth. 


nidun 

V. 


To make or be in a tumult or 





uproar. 


nigba 

n. 


Singer; a soloist; 

cf. duwalu. 

nigbodonigbodo 



Saying. 

cf. gbin. 

n i kin 

V. 


To fall down, or to the 
ground; 


nfka 

V. 


To stir. 


niko 

V. 


To choke with food. 


m'mbo 

n. 


Gluttonous appetite. 


nimbold 

n. 

pl 

Weed, used in making sauce. 


m'mpa 

n. 


Girdle; a belt; a waist band; 

cf. ninke. 

nimu 

V. 


To lick. 


nimwoye 

n. 

ti 

Rank among women, 

the salutations for which are. 

Wogbo, Wokubamba, 
Dawudu, Kpako nyankpa. 

nin 

prep. 


in; inside; into. 


nmdondo 

a. 


Any; every. 


ninfi 

n. 


Filling on a bobbin used in 
weaving; 

cf. e 3 e. 

ni nfu 

ningbana 

n. 


Fullness; satisfaction from 
hunger; 

cf. funin. 

n. 

fo 

Sauce. 


ninke 

n. 


Girdle; belt; waist band; 

cf. nimpa. 

niiima 

n. 


Rejoicing; joy; happiness; 

cf. manin. 

ninmi 

prep. 


In; inside. 


ninpa 

V. 


To be good friends; 

cf. panin. 

nipata nipoto 

V. 


To be flat-sided, as a round 
house. 


ni 'nya 

V. 


To drum; cf. ni. 


ninya 

n. 

fo 

Condiments; greens, etc., 
anything used in making 





sauce. 


nini 

a. 


One. 


nira 

n. 

wv 

Heald or harness of a loom. 


nisa 

adv. 


Very (much). 


ni3e 



See yi 3 e. 


nna 

n. 

k 

Mother; a common greeting 
for all women. 


nnafyanya 

p.n. 

ti 

Rank among the councillors, 

the salutation for which is, 

Gimba. 

nnagi 

n. 

k 

Maternal aunt; a name of 
respect for all women; 

cf. macinma. 

nnagi mayiwo 

n.p. 

k 

Mother; a parent. 


nnako 

n. 

k 

Grandmother. 
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nnakogi 

p.n. 


Nick name, given to all baby 
girls; 

cf. English, little woman. 

nnako 'mi nda 

n -p. 

k 

Paternal grandmother. 


nnako 'mi nna 

n -p. 

k 

Maternal grandmother. 


nnako nyika 

n. 

f 

Fish species. 


nnako nyizagi 

nnakotsu 

p.n. 

k 

Fleadwoman, 

the salutation for which office 
is, Alugbo. 

p.n. 

k 

Rank among women, 

the salutation for which is, 

Alugbo. 

nna madaki 

p.n. 

k 

Fleadwoman among the 

the salutation for which office 




king's wives, 

is, Giwa mata. 

nhun 

excl. 


Exclamation of approval. 


nhun 

excl. 


Exclamation of disapproval. 


ntsa wo a 

n. 

b 

Bird species. 


nu 

aff. 


Initial reduplication prefix for 
verbs with initial syllable, 





nu. 


nu 

V. 


To ache, as the head; 

cf. sa. 

nu 

V. 


To be sharp; to be keen; 

cf. wonye. 

mi 

V. 


To extinguish; to quench; to 

cf. fin. 




erase; 


nu 

V. 


To pout. 


nu 

n. 


Abbreviation for nuwan, 
water. 


nu 

V. 


To hoe; to farm; to cultivate. 


nu 

V. 


To scorch; to bum; to make 
into charcoal. 


nufu 

n. 

fa 

Fallow ground. 


nugun 

n. 


Border; limit; boundary. 


nugunci 

n. 

k 

Senior; elder; superior; older 
brother or sister. 


nu 'ka 

V. 


To bum charcoal; 

cf. nu. 

nukpa 

n. 

ap 

Bill or beak of a bird. 


nukpayi 

n. 

bp 

Beard; whiskers; 

cf. saje. 

nukunnukun 

adv. 


Individually; 

cf. kakayi. 

nungbe 

n. 

bp 

Chin. 


nungbereci 

n. 

t 

Tree species; 

the fruit of which is called 

kiribombo. 

niinu 

V. 


To hoe; to till the ground; to 
farm; to cultivate. 


Nupenci 

p.n. 

et 

Nupe. 

cf. jigban. 

nusa 

n. 


Age; an old or aged person; 

nuwan 

n. 


Water; liquid; juice; 
moisture; fluid. 


nuwonnya 

n. 

ti 

Rank among the traditional 

the salutation for which is, 




dancers, 

Lubondede. 

nuye 

V. 


To look sad. 


nwi 

pron. 


He; him; she; her; it; 

cf. nwu, u. 

nwonwo 

n. 

tp 

Stem on which the date palm 
bears fruit. 


nwonwo 

n. 


Sour milk 

cf. mandara, tubu. 

nwonwo fin 'ba 

n. 

tm 

Three cuts on either side of 

lit; the milk drinking place. 
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the mouth; 


nwonwonwonwoyi 

adv. 


Very (slimy, gummy). 

cf. cakya. 

nyamanyamayi 

adv. 


Very (muddy, dirty); 

nyayi 

adv. 


Sparklingly; 

cf. nyanyanyanyayi. 

nyanyanyanyayi 

adv. 


Sparklingly; brightly. 


nyanagi 

a. 


Small; 

cf. tetengi. 

nya 

V. 


To chase; to drive away; to 
banish. 


nya 

prep. 


Of; about; form of 
possession. 


nya 

V. 


To erect, as a shelter on 

cf. eda, nya 'da. 




poles; 


nya 

V. 


To organise, a society or 
club; 

cf. ena. 

nya 

V. 


To dance; 

cf. enya. 

'nya 



See enya. 


nya 

V. 


To bake, in an oven. 


nya aci 

adv. 


Thus; 

cf. aci. 

nyabota 

n. 


Stinginess; 

cf. tanyabo. 

nya ani 

adv. 


Thus; 

cf. aninga. 

nya aninga 

adv. 


Thus; this way; 

cf. aninga. 

nyaci 

n. 


Prostitute; pimp 

cf. nyacida. 

nyacida 

n. 


Adultery; fornication; 

cf. danyaci. 

nya 'da 

V. 


To erect a shelter; to be flat, 
as a roof; 

cf. nya, eda. 

nyada 

n. 

r 

Very large turtle. 


nyada bamvo 

excl. 

VC 

Vendors’ call for garden 
eggs. 


nyadianyadyayi 

adv. 


Very (large). 


nya dzogun be dara nyi 

nyafungi 

excl. 

VC 

Vendors' call for garden 
eggs. 


n. 

i 

Small flying gnats. 


nyagia 

p.n. 

ti 

Rank among the councillors. 


nyagban 

n. 


Heart; breast; bosom; chest; 
conscience; the seat of 
affection etc. 


nyagban aba 

nyagban acetu 

v.p. 

e 

to be sorrowful; to be 
discouraged. 


v.p. 

e 

to be lonesome; to be in a 
rage; to be angry. 



nyagban ala 

v.p. 

e 

to be jealous; to be envious. 


nyagban ana 

v.p. 

e 

to be blind of heart. 


nyagban anikin 

v.p. 

e 

to be discouraged; to be 
broken hearted; 

lit. the heart has fallen. 

nyagban anyi 

v.p. 

e 

to be sorrowful; to be sad. 


nyagban asaya 

v.p. 

e 

to be sad. 


nyagban ate 

nyagban egun 

v.p. 

e 

to be sad; to be depressed; to 
be disappointed; 

lit. the heart is severed. 

v.p. 

e 

to have a creeping sensation 
in the stomach; to want to 
vomit. 



nyagban eso 

v.p. 

e 

to have a creeping sensation 
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in the stomach. 


nyagban guba 

v.p. 

e 

to doubt; 

two hearts. 

nyagban gujegi 

v.p. 

bp 

Depression just below the 
ribs. 


nyagban nnyi 

n. 

e 

sorrow. 


nyagban nini 

n.p. 

e 

fidelity; one heart. 


nyagban sun 

n -p. 

e 

anger; indignation. 


nyagban Jika 

n .p. 

e 

bile. 


nyagban ta 

n.p. 

e 

grief; sorrow. 


nyagban tuci 

n. 

P 

hero; brave person. 


nyaganyagayi 

adv. 


Very (much); 

cf. 3igi3igi 

nyago 

n. 


Foot or explanatory notes; 

cf. Jeran. 

nya gulu bo 'mi 

excl. 

sa 

Salutation common to all 
hunters; 


nyagun 

n. 


Cork or stopper for a bottle. 


nyagunboci 

n. 

t 

Tree species. 

cf. cakya. 

nyahinyahiyi 

adv. 


Very (muddy, dirty); 

nyaka 

V. 


To inform. 


nyaka 

n. 


Earth; surface earth; 

cf. putu. 

nyakagi 

n. 

z 

Wild animal. 


nyaka bisagi 

n. 

m 

Zorilla 


nyakunci 



See yikunci. 


nyakun 

n. 


Drying oven; a bake house. 

cf. dukun. 

nyakun 

n. 


All clay pots; 

nyakungi 

n. 

z 

All small wild animals. 


nyakungi kin 

n. 

z 

Creeping animals 

such as snakes, lizards. 

nyakungi lati 

n. 

z 

Wild animals, 

as antelope, civets. 

nyakungi 'mi 

n. 

z 

Domestic animals, 

as sheep, goats, dogs, cats. 

nyakungi nuwo 

n. 

z 

Water animals, as crocodiles, 
manatee. 


nyakunbara 

n. 

r 

Sand lizard; 

some times gbara, or, gbara. 

nyakunnia 

n. 

fo 

Prepared foods; lunches. 


nyama 

a. 


Soft; mushy. 


nyamanyamayi 

adv. 


Very (large). 


'nya mangi 

n. 


Gleanings; 

cf. mangi. 

nyambere 

n. 

bd 

Necklace of fancy stones; 

cf. nyasunsun. 

nya 'mitso bo 'mi 

n. 

Pi 

Weed species, very difficult 

its name implies chase out the 




to get rid of; 

compound owner and seize the 





compound; cf. cincere. 

nyamu 

V. 


To entice; to coax. 


nyamunyamuyi 

adv. 


Munchingly; 

cf. kpurukpuruyi. 

nya 'na 

V. 


To organise a society; to 
appoint to office; 

cf. nya, ena. 

nya na mi a ta...na 



How I may; what I should do. 


nyandalu 

n. 

sa 

Salutation for the rank 

Lakpyanya. 

cf. kendona. 

nyandona...na 

adv. 


Thus; as; 

nyangudu 

n. 

fr 

Green locust fruit. 


nyanka 

n. 


Bias. 

cf. lamitu. 

nyakpa 

V. 


To follow; to chase after; to 
go after; 


nyankpa 

n. 

mn 

Iron; metal. 
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nyankpa dzuru 

n. 

mn 

Gold. 

Red metal; 

nyankpa llaila 

n.n. 

mn 

Iron scales or chippings. 


nyankpa 3 iko 

n. 

mn 

Black iron. 


nyankpagi 

n. 


Gin trap; 

cf. tangi. 

nyankpa tfka 

n. 


Ingot of iron. 

cf. cigban kubuta. 

nyankpa nya kubuta 

n. 


Iron shoe-last; 

nyantso 

n. 


Owner; 

cf. botso. 

nyantsugi 

n. 

P 

Maiden; a virgin; an 
unmarried woman. 


nyanya 

V. 


To dance; to jump about; to 
spin, as a top. 


nyanya 

a. 


Bad; vulgar; indecent; 

cf. enya. 

nyanya nyanyagi 

n. 


Extortion; 

cf. ribi. 

nyanyanyanyayi 

adv. 


Scorchingly. 


nyarya 

a. 


Small. 


nyasa 

n. 


Sweepings; dust; dirt. 


nyasako 

n. 

ch 

Charm, used to divine with; 

cf. sa. 

nyasasayi 

adv. 


Very (much); exceedingly; 

cf. dokun, lebile. 

nyaso 

n. 


Hidden thing. 


nyasogi 



See enyasogi. 

cf. kadanyi. 

nvaj'e 

adv. 


Only; 

nyajinyajiyi 

adv. 


Very (muddy, dirty); 

cf. cakya. 

liyasunsun 

n. 

bd 

Coloured stone necklace. 


'nya tukpa 

n. 

pd 

Ear-rings; ear-stones. 


nyavun 

n. 


Flesh; meat; 

cf. naka. 

nyawu 

n. 


Informing; 

cf. wunya. 

'nya yefi 

n. 


Needlework; 

cf. fi 'nyaye. 

nyi- 

aff. 


Reduplicating prefix for 
verbs with initial, nya, nyi. 


nyi 

aux. 


Sign of the infinitive mood 
to. 

To spoil; to corrupt; to 


nyi 

V. 


cf. nyifu. 

damage; to destroy; to abuse; 

to maim; to disable; 

nyi 

V. 


To swallow. 


nyi nyi 

aux. 


Used in the imperative. 


nyi 

part. 


Used for euphony. 


nyi 

V. 


To germinate; to come up, as 
seeds. 


nyici 

n. 

k 

Relative; kinsfolk; 

cf. dangi. 

nyici 

n. 

t 

Tree species. 

cf. tadin. 

nyidin 

V. 


To wiry; to be tough; to be 
sticky; 


nyifa 

a. 


Soft; tender; 

cf. bodongi. 

nyifanyifayi 

adv. 


Very (spongy) 


nyifu 

V. 


To spoil; to damage; 

cf. nyi. 

nyiga 

n. 


Speaking about or against; 

cf. ganyi, kobo. 

nyika 

V. 

f 

Fishes of all kinds. 


nyika 

n. 


Tooth; tusk. 


nyimi 

n. 

P 

Wife. 


nyimfuru 

n. 

Pi 

Fibre plant 


nyina 

n. 


To-day. 
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nyi nyagban 

V. 

To offend; to be offended. 

nyintsu 

n. 

Etsu's wives. 

nyiwanyiwa 

n. 

Crane; 

nyiye 

V. 

To be tangled. 

nyizagi 

n. 

p Woman. 


O 


'o 

pron. 

0 

excl. 

6 

excl. 

0 

part. 

ogbogunni 

num. 

Oku 

excl. 

olokpa 

n. 

otso 

pron. 

otso 

adv. 

oyi 

excl. 


Thou; you; 

Exclamation of surprise, as, 
Oh! 

Exclamation of disgust. 
Used for euphony and in 
interrogative sentences. 

One hundred and sixty, 
sa Common salutation; 
welcome; hail. 

Policeman. 

Yourself; a contraction of 
wotso. 

Indeed. 

Expression, as, aye. 


P 


pa 

V. 

To peel off, as the skin. 

pa 

V. 

To pole; to paddle; to row; to 
propel, as a boat; to drive, as 
on engine. 

pa 

V. 

To scout; to scour. 

pa 

V. 

To bind; to bandage. 

pa 

V. 

To assist, by charms or 
prayer; 

pa 

V. 

To remember; to recollect; to 
recall. 

pa 

V. 

To watch over; to look after, 
as when the owner is absent; 

pa 

V. 

To pound, to beat, as a floor; 

pa 

V. 

To press; to overcome; to 
double. 

pa 

adv. 

co Very (black); 

pa 

V. 

To be hidden, as the sun. 

pa 

V. 

To make (lye or dye in a 
small pot). 

pa 

V. 

To pound or beat, as in a 
mortar. 

pa 

V. 

To lock, as a door; 

pa 

V. 

To massage. 

pa 'ba 

V. 

To pound or beat a floor; 

paba 

V. 

To hire out to; 
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paba 

V. 


To press or coax; to urge; 

cf. padzu. 

paba 

n. 

la 

Steep bank; 

cf. baba. 

pabi 

V. 


To be warm; 

cf. bipa. 

pa bid 

V. 


To trample on; to treadle. 


pad 

n. 

t 

Tree species, 

also bad. 

pada 

V. 


To be pressed in; to be 
dented; 

cf. ba. 

padzu 

V. 


To press through; 

cf. paba. 

pagwa 

V. 


To help or assist, by charms 
or prayer. 


paka 

V. 


To set or take one's time. 


palo 

V. 


To avenge; to revenge; 

cf. jin ga, ga, gagba. 

pa lukumbu 

V. 


To tie the arms behind the 
back; to fasten securely. 


pama 

V. 


To affiliate; to unite; to club 
together; 

cf. keba. 

pamugi 

n. 

t 

Tree species 

also gugoroci. Detarium 





microcarpum 

pampagi 

n. 

ap 

Pinion of a bird's wing; 

cf. gwapatigi. 

panin 

V. 


To gird. 


panin 

V. 


To chum; to associate; 


pantsuyi 

adv. 


Very (flat on the point). 


panyi 

adv. 


Sound of a slap. 


panyi 

adv. 


Quickly. 


panyi 

adv. 


Long ago; formerly. 


papapapayi 

adv. 


Slap, slap, slap. 


papapapayi 

adv. 


Flappingly. 


papayi 



See had papayi. 


papayi 

adv. 


Quickly; 

cf. vavayi. 

papayi 

adv. 


Sparklingly; poppingly. 


para 

n. 


Clouds. 


para 

n. 


Honeycomb. 


para 

n. 


Shovelful of clay that does 
not break apart. 


para 

a. 


Flat; level; wide; broad; 

cf. tara. 

paragi 

n. 

c 

Melon with edible seeds. 

Citrullus lanatus. 

paraparayi 

adv. 


Quickly; instantly; 

cf. piakoyi. 

paraparayi 

adv. 


Everywhere; 

cf. bagabagayi. 

pa rowoni 

V. 


To bind on a turban; to 
confer a title upon; 

cf. tici. 

parongi 

n. 


People who trade in canoes 
along the river. 


pasamaza 

n. 

sa 

Salutation for the rank 

Somakada. 


pata 

n. 


Fillip; 

cf. patangi. 

pata 

a. 


Flat. 


pata 

V. 


To be quiet, to subside; 

cf. cinta. 

pata 

a. 


Square. 


pa takun 

V. 


To lay to one side, and give 
place to another matter. 


patampa 

adv. 

CO 

Very (black); 

cf. 3i3inyi. 

patangi 

n. 


Fillip; 

cf. pata. 
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patanti 

n. 

a 

Top of a house; 

cf. katanti. 

patapatayi 

adv. 


Everywhere; 

cf. bagabagayi. 

pata sworwo 

a. 


Square; 

cf. pata. 

patayi 

adv. 


Everywhere; 

cf. patapatayi. 

pati 

V. 


To be timid; to be fearful; to 
be sensitive. 


pati 

V. 


To crust over; to have a hard 
surface. 


patlda 

a. 


To subdue; 

cf. botida. 

pa ti patigi 

n. 


Hill. 


pati gawa 

n. 


Gravel pit or hill. 


patu 

V. 


To paddle or ferry across. 


patsun 

V. 


To vanish; to disappear from 

cf. tsumpa. 




view; 


pasala 

V. 


Used with kpe, to explain; to 
open out; 

cf. tula, kpeye. 

pawuyi 

n. 


Roar of a gun. 


pa yawo 

V. 


To marry a woman who is 
not a bride. 


paye 

V. 


To be always washing the 
face; 

cf. pa. 

paye 

V. 


To be shrewd; to be shaip; to 
be chary; 

cf. wonye. 

paye 

V. 


To remember ahead; 

cf. pa. 

payeku 

V. 


To stare; to size up; to look 
well at. 


payi 

adv. 


Heavily. 


payi 

adv. 


Long ago; 

cf. panyi. 

pazo 

V. 


To overwhelm; to be too big 
for; 

cf. ce, za. 

pa 

adv. 


Abruptly; abrupt. 


pa 

V. 


To be ripe; to be dry; 

cf. gena. 

pa 

V. 


To make a roof frame; 

cf. roko. 

pa 

V. 


To swing, in a circular 
motion; to soar. 


pale 

V. 


To swing; 

cf. lebelebe. 

pale 

V. 


To swing; 

said of trouble wandering 
about over the heads of people, 
no one knows just where it 
will light. 

pampami 

n. 

mi 

Wooden end-blown trumpet 

cf. fugba, kakaki. < Hausa 




played together with the 
kakaki in royal ensembles. 

famfami. 

pamvungi 

n. 

d 

Plague. 


pa nyi 

adv. 


Completely; 

cf. kponyi. 

pasali 

n. 


Wisdom; sense; 

cf. egban. 

pe 

V. 


To be spoiled. 


pe 

V. 


To be drunk. 


pelepeleyi 

adv. 


Poorly; imperfectly; 

cf. dzagadzagayi. 

pem 

adv. 


Completely; 

cf. fem, kponyi. 

penyi 

adv. 


Completely; 

cf. kponyi, kpata. 

pere 

n. 

wp 

Lance; 

cf. ekwa. 
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peregun 

n. 

pl 

Plant 

leaf resembles a pineapple. 

petepeteyi 

adv. 


Poorly; imperfectly; 

cf. pelepeleyi. 

Pi 

aff. 


Reduplicating prefix for 
verbs with initial, pa, pa, pe, 





po. 


pia 

V. 


To glance. 


piakovi 

adv. 


Quickly; instantly; 

cf. parayi. 

piampia 

V. 


Used with the verb dm, to 
reach up. 


piaria 

a. 


Shallow. 


piariagi 

a. 


Short; 

cf. kukurugi. 

piariayi 

n. 


Sound of cloth ripping. 


piatiakungi 

a. 


Short; low. 


piatiagi 

a. 


Small; stubby. 


pimpiaria 

n. 


Cockroach. 


pimpinyi 

adv. 


Very (plump); 

cf. bambanyi. 

pin 



Initial reduplication prefix for 
verbs with initial syllable, 





pin. 


pin 

V. 


To brush off; to whisk off; 

cf. wun. 

pin 

V. 


To spin. 


pin 

V. 


To roll. 


pin 

V. 


To be narrow; to be tight; to 
squeeze. 


pinbimpmbi 

n. 

i 

Burying beetle; 

cf. kubimbubi. 

pinye 

V. 


To criticise; to look well into; 

cf. cinle. 

piny! 

adv. 


Quickly. 


pipata 

n. 


Being quiet; quietness; 
silence; 

cf. pata. 

pipiyi 

adv. 


Blinkingly. 


P'yi 

adv. 


Tightly; closely. 


pirayi 

adv. 

CO 

Very (white); 

cf. bonyi, purayi. 

pirayi 

adv. 


Quickly; instantly; cf. 

paraparayi. 


piri 

n. 


Thing; 

cf. enya. 

pin 

adv. 


Quickly. 


piti 

adv. 


Completely; 

cf. kponyi. 

pitigi 

a. 


Small, as a mesh or opening. 


pitigi 

a. 


Large. 


pitingi 

n. 

m 

Small house bat. 


pitingi 

a. 


Small, as a mesh; 

cf. pitigi. 

pitipitiyi 

adv. 


Very (small). 


po 

V. 


To roast; to bum; to scald. 


po 

V. 


To dry up from the roots and 
fall over, 

as a banana or pawpaw tree. 

pogi 

a. 


Plump; wide; broad. 


ponyi 

n. 


Noise of a slap; 

cf. bonyi. 

poroyi 

adv. 


Very (pointed); 

cf. soro. 

poroporogi 

adv. 


Very (smooth); 

cf. boloboloyi. 

poto 

a. 


Large. 


poto 

n. 

t 

Wild fig tree. 


potoniyagi 

n. 

ai 

Small hoe. 
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pu 

aff. 


Reduplicating prefix for 
verbs with initial, po, pu. 


puga 

a. 


Puffed; bloated. 


pulia 

a. 


Puffed; 

cf. puga. 

pumpunyi 

n. 


Sound made when a pillow is 
slapped. 


punanto 

n. 

go 

Large pan shaped gourd, 

used for carrying water; also 
used for drumming on at 
weddings. 

pupil 

n. 

fo 

Cheap gruel, made from flour 
and water. 


piipupupuyi 

n. 


Puffs or sheets of wind or 





rain. 


pupuyi 

adv. 


Poppingly. 


pupuyi 

n. 


Throb or beat of the heart as 
felt in a sore finger; 

cf. bibiyi. 

pura purayi 

adv. 


Very (dusty, white, pale); 

cf. bonyi. 

puruyi 

adv. 


Quickly. 


pujlayi 

adv. 


Very (dusty, white); 

cf. pura. 

pujlayi 

adv. 


Very (soft). 


putaka 

n. 

fo 

Popcorn. 


putaputa 

n. 

an 

Black ant. 


putaputayi 

adv. 


Very (dusty, white, pale); 

cf. piirab. 

putu 

n. 

t 

Tree species. 


putu 

a. 


Puffed; bloated; 

cf. puga. 

putu 

n. 


Bunch of burning grass 
carried by the wind from a 
burning building. 

cf. nyaka. 

putu 

n. 


Earth; surface earth, used to 
fill in for floors; 


putu 

a. 


Soft; spongy. 


piituputuyi 

adv. 


Everywhere. 


putuputuyi 

adv. 


Very (large). 


puyi 

adv. 


Very (puffed, bloated); 

cf. puga. 

pwogi 

adv. 


Very (much swollen). 


pwoyi 

adv. 


Very (much). 


pworwogi 

a. 


Slender. 


pwotwoyi 

adv. 


Very (large, plump). 



R 




rabanyi 

adv. 

Very much; well filled; 

cf. bambanyi. 

radi 

n. 

Aerolite; meteorite; 

cf. ladi, egba. 

radza 

n. 

Provocation; 

cf. sunga. 

rafi 

V. 

To level; 

cf. la. 

rail 

p.n. 

ti Rank among the councillors, 

the salutation is Dodondawa 

ragban3ini 


See lagbanjini. 


raha 

n. 

Play; 

cf. anajewa, edzo. 

raka 

V. 

Used with the verb jin to 




prostrate in prayer; jin raka. 


rakpe 

n. 

Ignoramus; ignorance; cf. 
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lakpe. 


rakun 

n. 

da 

Camel. 

< Hausa 

Ramadan 

p.n. 

is 

Month of Ramadan. 

Arabic via Hausa 

rama 

a. 


Barren; sterile. 


ram a 

n. 

c 

Kenaf used for fibre 

Hibiscus cannabinus. < Hausa 

rani 

n. 


Blemish; imperfection. 


rani 

p.n. 

ti 

Rank among native princes. 


rasulu 

n. 


Apostle; a sent one. 


ranta 

n. 

tx 

Local silk. 


rajln 

n. 


Back of rajln lafiya, the back 
of health. 

or rejin. 

ratsa 

n. 

e 

Disappointment; 

cf. takayici. 

rawuni 



See rowoni. 


rayi 

n. 


Life. 

or layi 

ragama 

n. 


Halter. 


re 

adv. 


Indeed; very; 

a word used to strengthen a 
verb or adjective. 

rentsayi 

adv. 


Very (large). 


rejln 



See rajln. 


ribi 

n. 


Extortion; 

cf. nyanya. 

rifidi 

n. 

wf 

War garment. 


riga 

n. 


Exaggeration; 

cf. ruba. 

rikici 

n. 

e 

Double dealing; deceit; fraud; 
betrayal. 


rikpe 

n. 


Difference; mark; sign; 

cf. kperi. 

rikpe likpe 

V. 


To overshadow; to cover; to 
shade; to droop; to hang low; 

cf. rukpe, wuru. 

rina 



See lina. 


rintirinti 

adv. 


Very (large, big); 

cf. rentsayi. 

riri 

n. 


Kind; species; 

cf. liri, yiri. 

riri 

n. 


Lees; 

cf. liri. 

riri 

n. 

d 

Chill; a shiver. 


robo 

n. 


Petition; wish; desire; 
portion. 

cf. koro, kpwohokpwoho. 

robo 

n. 

bp 

Throat; goitre; 

roga 

n. 

f 

Fish similar to egun 


Roga 

p.n. 

ti 

Office of the chief of Egan, 

the salutation for which is, 
Agaba. 

rogbo 

n. 

bp 

Shin. 


rogbo 

n. 


To be an urchin; to be a gad¬ 
about; 

cf. egbo. 

rogbogi 

n. 

m 

Very large monkey 

Often translated ‘gorilla’ 
although this is not 
zoologically possible. Perhaps 
a memory of a chimpanzee? 

rogo 

n. 

mn 

Stone used to polish or iron 
with. 


rogo 

n. 


Weak person; 

cf. bola, fobi. 

rogo 

n. 

c 

Cassava. 

<Hausa 

rogo 

adv. 


Intentionally; willingly; 
purposely; 

cf. Jikpa. 

rogonga 

n. 

tr 

Medicine or charm, used by 
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mallams to kill people. 


rogonkpe 

n. 


Remorse; regret. 


roke 

n. 


Married woman. 


roko 

n. 


Stick carried by Hausa 
traders, and used to prop up 
their loads against a tree. 


roko 

n. 

t 

Iroko tree. 

Milicia excelsa <Yoruba 

roko 

n. 

ai 

Frame of a roof, particularly 
the first four poles tied 
together. 


roko 

n. 

c 

Okra cultivar 


rokogi 

n. 

b 

Bird, which is noted for its 





noisiness. 


rokoto 

n. 


Tattle; 

cf. loba. 

roma 

n. 


Flandful; a mouthful; a piece 
taken to eat. 


roma 

n. 

fo 

Broth; soup; 

cf. eni. 

rondorondoyi 

adv. 


Very (large, bloated). 


rongbo 

n. 


Club; a cudgel. 


rongomi 

n. 


Reduction; a discount; a 
rebate; 

cf. sawuki. 

roro 

adv. 


Period of time; ago. 


roro 

n. 

fo 

Ground-nut oil; 

cf. emi gujia. 

rorororoyi 

adv. 


Clearly; brightly. 


rowoni 

n. 


Turban. 


rub a 

n. 


News; tidings; exaggeration; 

cf. labari, riga. 

rubu 

a. 


Round. 


rubutugi 

a. 


Round; 

cf. rubu. 

rubutu 

n. 


Writing; script. 

<Flausa 

rubwo 

n. 

fo 

Cassava flour. 

< Yoruba? 

rudm 

a. 


Thirty. 


rufa 

n. 


Market stall; shed; hut. 


rufi 

n. 


Thought; 

cf. kpaye. 

rufii 

n. 

fa 

Ring made of straw and 
placed on a yam hill after the 
seed yam has been planted. 


rufu 

n. 


Mould; mildew. 


rufuta 

n. 

dr 

Flandkerchief. 


rufuma 

n. 


Prestige; authority. 


ruga 

n. 


Fold; cattle yard; a herd. 

<Flausa ruga for Fulbe 
settlement 

ruka 

n. 


Ring. 


rukpe 

V. 


To overshadow; to cover; to 
shade; 

cf. rikpe. 

rukpo rukpoti 

n. 


Raised place on the floor 
where people sit; 

cf. ekpoti. 

ruku 

n. 

fo 

Flour. 


rukurukuyi 

adv. 


Very (dusty, white); 

cf. pura. 

rukurukuyi 

adv. 


Very (fine, small). 


rumaka 

n. 

c 

Loofah; sponge. 

Luffa acutangula. 

rungba 

n. 


Dust. 


ruru 

n. 


Steam. 
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rusugi 

n. 


Cold in the head. 


rutu 

n. 


Writing; 

cf. rubutu. 

rutu 

n. 

fa 

Broken down yam hills. 


rutugi 

a. 


Round; 

cf. rubutugi. 

rutukagba 

n. 

fa 

Yam farm planted in com. 

cf. mada. 

ruwa 

n. 


Bog; quick-sand; 

ruwa 

n. 


Water 

<Hausa. Only used in idioms. 

ruwagiruwagi 

a. 


Soft. 


ruwo 

n. 


Grave; 

cf. kojya. 

rwa 

V. 


To be long. 


rwa 

V. 


To pour; 

cf. lwa. 

rwobwo 

a. 


Well rounded; plump. 


rwokpworwokpwoyl 

adv. 


Very (muddy). 


rwotwoyi 

adv. 


Very (large). 



S 




sa 

V. 

To grow, as roots. 


sa 

V. 

To split; to cut; to divide. 


sa 

V. 

To finish for the present; 

cf. zo. 

sa 

V. 

To redeem. 


sa 

V. 

To plait, as fence mats. 


sa 

V. 

To out do. 


sa 

V. 

To measure, as material for a 
loom; 

cf. da. 

sa 

V. 

To span; to spread apart; 

cf. ga, ta. 

sa 

V. 

To spark or sparkle. 


sa 

V. 

To grow, as animals and 
plants. 


sa 

V. 

To recover; to be healed. 


sa 

V. 

To plough; to make furrows; 
to throw up, as farm hills. 


sa 

V. 

To ferment. 


sa 

V. 

To cup up, as meat, or an 
animal; to quarter. 


sa 

V. 

To bum, as iron in a fire. 


sa 

V. 

To be nice; to be pretty; to be 
beautiful; 

cf. ge. 

sa 

V. 

To apportion; to allot; to 
assign; to specify. 


sa 

V. 

To conjure; 

cf. ma'. 

sa 

n. 

Time; watch; clock; 

cf. kami. 

sa ba 

V. 

To patch, by putting a piece 
over; 

cf. dzun. 

sabanigi 

n. 

g Grass that breaks leaving a 

V-shaped notch like the nock 
of an arrow 

also ekpakotagi and 
ekpabitagi 

sabawa 

V. 

Used with verb jin, to be 
accustomed to; to be used to; 

cf. daye, zere. 

Sabo 

p.n. 

ti Rank among the warriors, 

the salutation for whi 

Cigama. 
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sabo 

n. 


Play; amusement; merriment; 
fun; 

cf. edzo, raha, anajewa. 

sabuwa 



See sabawa. 


saci 

n. 


Fermentation; 

cf. esa. 

saci 

n. 

pl 

Poisonous plant, 

the sap of which is used to 
poison animals. 

sad 

p.n. 

ti 

Rank among native princes. 


saci yawo 

n. 

P 

Bridesmaid; maid of honour; 

cf. lusagi, sanci. 

sadaka 

n. 


Alms. 


sadekisadayeki 

n. 


Dowry money paid for a 
wife. 

<Flausa 

sadu 

n. 


Midnight. 


sadu gandu 

n. 


Midnight. 


safa safagi 



See swafa. 


safasakun 

V. 


To boast; to promise; 

cf. aluwaji. 

sagagi 

a. 


Scamped. 


sagalu sangalu 

n. 

b 

Red-billed crane 

cf. tukana. 

sagana 

V. 


To compete; to vie; 

saganci 



See saganci. 


sagara 

V. 


To toss; to roll. 


sa 'gba 

V. 


To mark out a compound 
fence; 

cf. sa, egba. 

sagi 

a. 


Drizzling; 

cf. kpangi. 

Sag! 

p.n. 

ti 

Title for woman with high 
ritual authority 


sagi 

V. 


To bite off (a piece); 

cf. sa, gi. 

sagun 

V. 


To heal; 

cf. sa. 

saje 

n. 

bp 

Sidewhiskers; beard; 

cf. nukpayi, somgbaka. 

sajeta 

V. 


To make food and distribute 

it* 

cf. kongi. 

sa jin 

V. 


11 , 

To finish for the present; 

cf. sa. 

saka sakasa 

V. 


To arise early. 


sakato 

V. 


To avoid, by turning out of 
the way; 

cf. ceka. 

sa ke 

V. 


To abbreviate; to take from; 

lit. take and leave; cf. ba. 

sakobayegi 

n. 

b 

Blue-breasted wax-bill. 


sakogi 

n. 

fo 

Food made from guinea-corn. 


sakonya 

V. 


To hurry; to hasten. 


sakoye 

V. 


To hurry; to hasten; 

cf. sakonya. 

sakpa 

V. 


To dispense; to scatter; 

cf. ga, ga. 

sakpa 

a. 


Dirty. 


sakpa 

a. 


Imperfect; useless. 


sakpasakpayi 

adv. 


Very (much, far); 

cf. sayi. 

sakun 

n. 


Piece broken off; a rag; 

cf. sale, sangbele. 

sakusakuyi 

adv. 


Very (much troubled, 
perplexed); 

cf. sayi. 

sala 

n. 

is 

Devotions performed by the 
Muslims; 

cf. etswa. 

sala 

n. 

mi 

Large barrel-drum beaten 

Played in ensembles to 




with a curved stick. 

accompany praise-singing. 

sale 

n. 


Rags; tatters; 

cf. sakun. 

sa lo 

V. 


To finish; 

cf. sa. 
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salu 

n. 

fo 

Hash. 


salu banka 

V. 


To thank; 

cf. alubarika. 

samazagudu 

excl. 

sa 

Salutation for a ruler. 


sambi 

n. 


Darning. 


sami 

V. 


To salute; to greet. 


sa munu ba langba 

n. 


Salutation for the rank, 

Gbansa. 


sanci 

n. 


Bridesmaid of honour; 

cf. saci yawo. 

sangbele 

n. 


Rags, tatters; 

cf. sakun, sale. 

sankoro 

n. 


Piece of old fish net used to 
groom a horse. 


sa 'nya 

V. 


To conjure; 

cf. sa, ma. 

sap a 

n. 

cc 

Dark red (chicken), with 
white markings; 

cf. bi/e. 

sara 

a. 


Nice; pretty; 

cf. esa, sa. 

saraka 

n. 


Chain; 

cf. dzari. 

saraki 

n. 


Councillor; a titled person. 


sari 

n. 

he 

Bright red coloured (horse); 

cf. doko. 

sariko 

n. 


Large myamya split palm 

spread on the ground, over 




mat, 

which they make new mats. 

saroniya 



See soniya. 


sasayi 

adv. 


Very (much). 


sasogi 

n. 

r 

Long-snouted crocodile 


safi 

pron. 


Some 

saJIji be Some came 

safi 

a. 


Few 

eza saJi be Few people came 

sata 

V. 


To roll or bind a cloth about 
the waist. 


sata 

V. 


To cut a notch. 


sata 

V. 


To stride; 

cf. eta. 

sa 'ti 

V. 


To split the head. 


satoro 



See toro. 


sawaniko 

V. 


To be anxious; to be fearful; 

cf. sunda. 

saya 

V. 


To be rotten; to be lifeless. 


sa ya 

V. 


To chip off; to break off. 


saye 

V. 


To cut tribal marks on the 
face. 


saye 

V. 


To stray away; 

cf. gbinka. 

saye 

V. 


To be lonesome; 

cf. eyesa, gbanye. 

saye 

V. 


To have a change from what 
one is always doing. 


sayi 

adv. 


Very (much, many); 

cf. sakusakuyi. 

sa 3 i 

V. 


To make ashamed; to cast 
back at one again; 

cf. sunzunye. 

sa 

V. 


To be split; to be cracked; to 
be dry; 

cf. la, wo. 

sa 

V. 


To rise; to float. 


sa 

V. 


To ache, as the head. 


sa 

V. 


To be fleet; to be quick; to be 
swift. 


sa 

V. 


To divine, with charms. 


sa 

V. 


To exchange. 


sa 

V. 


To swell; 

cf. wun. 
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sa 

V. 


To pout; to sulk; 

cf. tsun. 

sa 

V. 


To awaken; to be sleepy; 

cf. sale. 

sa 

n. 


News; tidings; 

cf. esa, labari. 

sa 

V. 


To filter. 


sa 

V. 


To rake up. 


sa 

V. 


To refer to; to mention to. 


sa 

V. 


To smart, as a thorn that has 
pierced the flesh; 

cf. ya. 

sa 

V. 


To imitate; to portray; to 

cf. sami, saye. 




photograph; 


sa 

V. 


To set on; to urge on to 
attack; 

cf. so. 

sab a 

V. 


To divine; 

cf. sa, eba. 

sa 'ba 

V. 


To be swollen, as with 
dropsy or beriberi; 

cf. sa, eba. 

cf. dalili. 

sab a 

n. 


Assistance; influence; 

saba sabaka 

n. 


Season immediately 
following the rainy season. 


sababi 

n. 


Dispute; angry words; 

cf. emigbo. 

sabi 

V. 


To pass or break wind. 


saci 

n. 

t 

Tree species. 

cf. dasa. 

sada 

n. 


Caring about; 

sada 

V. 


To put on flesh; to get fat; to 
exaggerate; 

cf. yeye. 

sagali 

n. 


Business; affair; work; 

cf. bukata. 

saganci 

n. 

f 

Fish species; 

cf. saganci. 

saganagi 

n. 

hg 

Bells or trinkets on horses; 

cf. tsanganagi. 

sag! 

adv. 


Secretly; quietly; 

cf. sanyi. 

sagunkoyi 

adv. 


Poorly. 


sajikana 

V. 


To divine with sand; 

cf. sa. 

sake 

V. 


Go away; 

cf. kpeya, tatu. 

Sakiwa 

p.n. 

ti 

Rank among the councillors, 

the salutation for which is, 
Duwatsu. See also sokiwa. 

sa kpakogi 

V. 


To divine; with a small 
board; 

cf. sa. 

sa kpiakpia 

V. 


To divine; 

cf. sa. 

sala 

a. 


Large; big. 


salamu aleku 



Peace be upon you. 


sale 

V. 


To awaken; to arouse from 
sleep. 

cf. efin. < Flausa 

sama 

n. 


Sky; heavens; 

samarigo 

adv. 


Very (high; tall). 


sami 

V. 


To mock; to mimic; to ape; 

cf. saye. 

sami 

n. 

hi 

Filter; colander. 


samiya 

n. 

hd 

Disease among horses. 


sampugi 

a. 


Swollen; puffed; 

cf. campugi. 

sanni 

n. 


White stain on a black 
garment caused by 
perspiration. 


samvo 

n. 

hi 

Perforated calabash, used as a 
filter; a colander; 

cf. sami. 

samvogi lukuku 

n. 

Pi 

Weed, which grows on the 

also esavogi. 
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water, 


sana 

n. 


Long pocket, sewn along the 
edge of a man's cloth. 


sanaji 

n. 


Rank among the councillors. 


sanda 

n. 

t 

Tree species, 

also yegi guba. 

sanda 

n. 


Trade prints. 


sangbara 

n. 


Packing-net. 


sangi 

n. 


Small spring; a brook. 


sangi 

n. 


Switch; a gad. 


sangi yeko 

n. 

g 

Whip-grass which strikes the 
legs as one passes by. 


sanagudii 

adv. 


Limitless. 


sakara 

n. 

c 

Plaited tobacco leaf. 


sankara 

n. 

wv 

Pivot or pulley, used in a 
loom. 


sankpara 

n. 


Part of the leg between the 
heel and the calf, 

not well known. 

sankpere 

n. 


Roof of a house; 

cf. ezun. 

sanin 

V. 


To hurry; to hasten; to hustle. 


sansani 

n. 

fo 

Sauce made from beans; 

cf. zowa. 

sansaniko 

p.n. 

ti 

Rank among drummers. 


santo 

n. 

mi 

Tubular gourd struck against 

< Hausa. cf. kokpa. Also 




the thigh by young girls to 
accompany songs 

santu 

santu santsu 

n. 

bp 

Calf of the leg, or muscle of 
the arm. 


sanya 

V. 


To be bad; to be spoiled; 

cf. sa, enya. 

sanyi 

n. 

mi 

Iron staff with bells attached, 
used by traditional women 
priests. 


sanyi 

adv. 


Quietly. 


sanyi donci 

n. 

pl 

Vegetable; 

also emagi. 

sanyiwa 

n. 

mt 

Expensive door mat. 


sa 'pa da 

V. 


To put on flesh; 

cf. sada. 

sara 

V. 


To be fat; to be fleshy; 

cf. yeye. 

sarari 

n. 


Chance; opportunity; space; 

cf. egwa, kafa. 

sarati 

n. 


Influence; 

cf. dalili. 

saranyi 

adv. 


Very (much); 

cf. gaya. 

sa...re 

adv. 


For the present; 

any verb may be used with 
this. 

sariga 

n. 


Cesspit; dung-hole. 


sarika 

n. 


Water skin; 

cf. jika. 

sarota 

n. 


Kingdom; estate; authority; 
office; 

cf. muliki. <Hausa 

saronyi 



See saranyi. 


sasa 

V. 


To shake; to move; to quake; 
to vibrate; to stir; 

cf. sasa. 

sasa 

n. 


Shaking; the quaking; the 

cf. sasa. 




moving; 


sasangi 

n. 


Fagot; 

cf. wawagi. 

sasa n de 'nya sasa n go 

excl. 

sa 

Salutation for all drummers. 



'nya 
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sasanto 

n. 


Large leach for filtering lye 
into dye pits. 


sasanyi 

adv. 


Quietly; noiselessly; 

cf. kukukukuyi. 

satara 

n. 


Line of writing; 

cf. Jetara. 

satatun 

V. 


To liken; to compare; 

cf. kotonkoci. 

sati 

V. 


For the head to be aching. 


sati 

V. 


To be alert; 

cf. paye. 

satu 

V. 


To rise; to float. 


satu 

V. 


To awaken from sleep; to 
revive; to become conscious; 
to remind; to arouse; 

cf. sale. 

savo 

n. 

hi 

Colander; 

cf. samvo. 

sawa 

n. 

s 

Snake; 

also fawa. 

sawo 

V. 


Used with the verb jin, to call 
up and converse with the 
dead. 


sawo 

n. 


Feeling; 

cf. sa, wo. 

sawu 

V. 


To yell; to screech; 

cf. kawu, tiwu. 

sawuki 

n. 


Ease; relief; reduction; 

cf. rongomi. 

saye 

V. 


To imitate; to mock; to 
mimic; to ape; only applies to 
what one sees; 

cf. sami. 

Sayedi 

p.n. 

ti 

Rank among the courtiers. 


sayi 

conj. 


Except; only; but; till; until. 


sayi 

V. 


To thunder, in heavy crashes. 


sayibi 

n. 


Bastard; 

cf. egi sayibi. 

segali 



see sagali. 


Sentali 

p.n. 

ti 

Rank among the councillors, 

the salutation for which is. 

Damawu. 

seyi 

n. 


Flax; used for weaving nets. 

also ceyi 

si 

aff. 


Reduplicating prefix for 
verbs with initial, sa, sa, swa. 


sifa Jifa 

n. 


Form; 

cf. Jifa. 

sinsara 

n. 


Platform; stand; shelf. 


sisangi sisangi dakunta 

n. 

t 

Small bushy tree, used for 
medicinal purposes. 


sisangi 

n. 

tp 

Small branches; faggots. 


sisi 

n. 

mo 

Colloquial name for 
sixpence. 

orjiji. 

so 

V. 


To hide; to conceal; to keep; 
to accumulate. 


so 

V. 


To tie or join together; 

cf. fin. 

so 

V. 


To crawl. 


so 

V. 


To be overloaded. 


so 

V. 


To set on; to urge on; 

cf. sa. 

Soje 

p.n. 

ti 

Rank among farmers. 


Sojetsu 

p.n. 

ti 

Rank among the warriors. 


Soje bako 

p.n. 

ti 

Rank, 

the salutation for which is. 

Takun. 

Sokiara 

p.n. 

ti 

Rank among the warriors. 


Sokiara cika' 

p.n. 

ti 

Rank among the farmers. 


Sokiara doko 

p.n. 

ti 

Rank among the horsemen. 
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Sokiara gozan 

p.n. 

ti 

Rank among the barbers. 


Sokiara liman 

P- n - 

ti 

Rank among the mallams. 


Sokiara tanci 

P- n - 

ti 

Rank among the archers. 


Sokiara tswaci 

p.n. 

ti 

Rank among the blacksmiths. 


sokiwa 

p.n. 


See sakiwa. 


Soko 

n. 

tr 

God; the sky. 


Soko aka 

excl. 


God willed; God fore¬ 
ordained. 


Soko 'fin 

n. 


Sky; the heavens; the 
firmament; 

cf. sama. 

Soko 'gba 

n. 


Aerolite; meteor; 

cf. radi. 

Sokogun 

n. 


leprosy. 


Sokokaci 

excl. 


God willing. 


Soko na azakpe na 

n.p. 


God almighty; God 
omnipotent. 


Soko 'le 

n. 


Rainwater. 


Soko na da 'ba ndondo o 

na 

n.p. 


God omnipresent. 


Soko na le enya ndondo 
ye na 

n.p. 


All-seeing God. 


Soko na kpe enya ndondo 
ye na 

n.p. 


God omniscient. 


Soko na de kagbo kpata 

na 

n.p. 


God almighty, all powerful. 


Soko na yi nda nya 'za 
wangi kpata na 

n.p. 


God the father of all. 


Soko sami 

n.p. 

bd 

Bead and trade cloth. 


Soko u so yi asiri 

excl. 


God spare us. 


Soko ya a 'nya 

n.p. 

z 

God feeds them; 

name for domestic animals. 

Soko yawogi 

n.p. 

i 

Beetle found on ripe millet. 


Soko3ici 

n. 


one who swears by God. 


sokpa 

n. 

g 

Coarse swamp grass. 


sokpaji 



See sunkpa3i. 


sokun 

n. 

a 

Wall round a compound. 

built from one house to 
another. 

sokun 

n. 

g 

Broom-grass. 


sokun 'ba fin 

n. 

hi 

Broom; a whisk. 


sokun dzunwo 

sokun luwa 

n. 

hi 

Porridge-beater, made from 
the stems of kunnyi leaves; 

cf. sokunkpa. 

n. 

cc 

Frizzly (fowl); 

cf. bife. 

sokunkpa 

n. 

hi 

Broom or fly switcher, made 
from the stems of the kunnyi 
leaves; 

cf. sokun dzunwo. 

sokun makundunu 

n. 

g 

Grass species, 

used for thatching and to make 
children’s sound-producer, et. 
‘broom of the hyena’ 

Somagani 

p.n. 

ti 

Rank among the warriors. 

cf. mayaki. 

Somasun 

p.n. 

ti 

Rank among the warriors; 

Somazitsu 

p.n. 

ti 

Rank among the courtiers. 


Somakada 

p.n. 

ti 

Rank common to all 
drummers. 


sombiya 

n. 

d 

Guinea-worm. 
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somfawa 

n. 


Head butcher. 


somgbaka 

n. 


Side whiskers; 

cf. saje. 

somkpakoyi 

adv. 


Very (tall, long); 

cf. dzagbayi. 

Sondzamitsu 

p.n. 

ti 

Rank among the warriors. 


sofada 



See sonfara. 


Sonfara 

P- n - 

ti 

Rank among the councillors. 


Songubi 

p.n. 

ti 

Rank among the warriors. 


Soniya 

p.n. 

ti 

Rank among women; 

cf. saroniya. 

Sonkali 

p.n. 

ti 

Rank among the warriors. 


Sonlawo 

p.n. 

ti 

Rank among the councillors. 


sonyi 

adv. 


Very (much). 


sonyi 

n. 


Sizzling noise, made by 
boiling water. 


Son 

p.n. 

ti 

Rank among women, 

the salutation for which is, 

Giwa mata. 

soro 

a. 


Tapered; pointed; 

cf. poronyi. 

Soro 

p.n. 


Fulbe whipping ceremony. 

<Fulfulde 

soro 

n. 


Tower-house; a house with a 
pounded clay roof. 


sorogi 

n. 

r 

Small land tortoise. 


soya 

n. 

fo 

Roasted chunks of meat. 

<Hausa 

soyan ruwa be 'sa nyi 

excl. 

VC 

Vendors' call for groundnuts. 


soyi 

adv. 


To follow in a line; to string 





out. 


su 



Reduplicating prefix for 
verbs with initial, so, swa. 


su 

excl. 


Shoo. 


suda 

a. 


Warm, as foods. 


Sudan 

p.n. 

ti 

Ruler of Wushishi is called 
Etsu Sudan, King Sudan. 


sudasudayl 

adv. 


Very (strong as perfume); 

cf. sunyi. 

suku 

n. 

sa 

Salutation for the rank, 

Cekpa. 


sun 

aff. 


Initial reduplication prefix for 
verbs with initial syllable, 

sun. 


sun 

V. 


To be cranky. 


sun 

V. 


To breathe. 


sun 

V. 


To bear; to yield, as plants. 


sun 

V. 


To break out, as a rash. 


sun 

V. 


To smart, as the eyes. 


sun 

V. 


Verb used with zunye, 
shame. 


sun 

V. 


Verb used with ewun, 
trouble. 


sun sun kpakugi 

n. 


Boil; 

cf. ewogi, gizogi. 

sun 

V. 


To light; to fire (grass). 

cf. dofi, lida, woda. 

sunda 

V. 


To fear; to be afraid; to 
frighten; to scare; 


sundigi 

a. 


Small; tiny. 


sunga 

n. 


Trouble; discomfort; 
annoyance; bother; 

cf. wala. 
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persecution. 


sungagi 

n. 

d 

Asthma. 


sungbaraci 

n. 

t 

Tree species. 


sungo 

V. 


To be particular; 

cf. jin swa. 

sun 'gunci gwa 

V. 


To attend on; to wait on; to 
nurse, the sick; 

cf. da 'gunci ye. 

sungwa 

V. 


To hold; 

cf. lagwasun. 

sunkana 

n. 


Trouble; bother; 

cf. sunga, wala. 

sunkpa 3 i 

n. 


Day after to-morrow. 


sunkun 

int. 


What about? Is this right? 


sunmu 

n. 


Chapter or paragraph; 

cf. sura. 

sunna 

n. 


Seclusion. 


suna 

n. 


Name; 

cf. kaye. < Hausa 

sun nyagban 

V. 


To be angry; to be provoked; 
to be indignant. 


sunsun 

V. 


Be quiet; be still; 

cf. cinta, fa. 

sunsun 

V. 


To breathe. 


sunsun 

n. 

fr 

Fruit; kernel; 

cf. edzo. 

sunsun 

n. 


Pleading of a pauper. 


sunsunci 

n. 

P 

Pauper; 

cf. etsa, yajinci. 

sunsungi 

n. 

da 

Chicks. 


sunsunnu 

n. 

g 

Coarse swamp grass. 


sunsunpatagi 

n. 

tr 

Masquerader 


sunwun 

V. 


To quarrel; to fight. 


sunyi 

adv. 


Very (strong); 

cf. sudasudayi. 

sunzunye 

V. 


To blush; to be ashamed; 

cf. saji. 

sura 

n. 


Chapter; paragraph. 


suriagi 

n. 

m 

Bush pig. 


suru 

n. 

c 

Vegetable like a mangle. 


suru 

n. 

c 

Fonio; acha 

Digitaria exilis. Now very 
uncommon in Nupeland 

suruki 

n. 

fo 

Gruel made from yisa. 


suruki 

n. 


Coat of mail; 

cf. ewo nyankpa. 

susugi 

n. 

b 

Waxbill. 


sususuda 

a. 


Warm, as foods; 

cf. bipa, suda. 

susususuyi 

adv. 


Heavily; 

cf. swaswaswaswayi. 

suswa 

n. 

d 

Disease. 


sutura 

n. 

pd 

Ornaments; nice things. 


suyi 

n. 

bd 

Beads, worn about the neck. 


suylbini 

n. 

sa 

Salutation for the rank 

Kpotun. 


swa 

V. 


To pleach with loose grass. 


swa 

V. 


To refer to; to mention to; 

cf. sa. 

swabe 

n. 

P 

Follower; disciple; 

cf. eza zunma, alumajari. 

swafa 

n. 

P 

Pawn. 


swafagi 

n. 

dr 

Kerchief. 


swaganuwon 

p.n. 

ti 

Rank among the warriors, 

the salutation for which is, 

Lerama. 

swa 'gba 

V. 


To pleach a fence with loose 
grass; 

cf. swa. 

swagiswagi 

a. 


Tender; 

cf. bodongi, swaswagi. 

swajtwa 

p.n. 

ti 

Rank among the councillors, 
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swaka 

a. 

the salutation for which is, 
Kawata. 

Wood-lye. 


swaka gbodo 

n. 

Lye pot; leach tub. 

cf. mukamukayi. 

swakwa 

a., 

Slovenly; scamped; 

swa kpiaria 

adv. 

V. 

To be a freak; a word of 

cf. kpiaria. 

swaswayi 

adv. 

contempt; 

Slowly. 


swaswagi 

a. 

Tender; 

cf. swagiswagi. 

swaswaswayi 

adv. 

Very (long); 

cf. dara. 

swaswaswayi 

adv. 

Heavily; very (much); 

cf. susususuyi. 

swayi 

adv. 

Quietly; 

cf. sayi. 

swangi 

swogbwodwo 

adv. 

See sangi. 

Slovenly. 


swokun 

V. 

To be slow. 


sworwo 

a. 

Oblong; long. 


sworwokwo 

n. 

ca canoe of the Bungawa 




people 



J=SH 





Je 

V. 


To fill 


Je 

V. 


To bale; to draw; 

cf. to. 

J e 

V. 


To sprinkle; 

cf. mi. 

Je 

V. 


To loosen up; to shake up. 


J e 

V. 


To ulcerate; to canker, as the 
mouth. 


Je 

V. 


To break up; to be in 
confusion; 

cf. la, nidu. 

Je 

V. 


To sink (in bog). 


Je 

V. 


To shell 


Jeci 

n. 


Hook; 

cf. cari, konto. 

Jeci 

V. 


To trot; to jog along. 


Jen 

V. 


To be filled out; to be plump; 

cf. yeye. 

Jefu 

n. 

sa 

Salutation for a Liman; 

cf. sewu, sugaba. 

Jegali 



See sagali. 


Jegun 

n. 

P 

Villain. 


Jegwa 

V. 


To shake or wring the hands. 


Jekpata 

n. 

la 

Vacant ground between 
compounds; the land just 
outside of a town wall. 


Jekpe 

V. 


To shake up; to loosen up. 

cf. kunje. 

Jekun 

n. 


Inviting; 

Jelanla 

n. 

t 

Tree species. 


Jelanla 

n. 

cc 

Chicken with red legs and red 
beak; 

cf. bife, Jelanla. 

i'eliti 

n. 

ti 

Sheikh; sheriff. 

<Arabic 

Jelu 

n. 

da 

Guinea-fowl. 


Jembelegi 

n. 

P 

Prostitute; 

cf. karuwa, Jiankala 

Jemi 

n. 

tm 

Certain tribal marks, about 12 
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in number, cut on either side 
of the face. 


Jemi gungunci be fifyaci 
nyi 

n. 

em 

Design in embroidery. 


/empa 

n. 

a 

Wall of a house. 


Jena 

n. 


Support; allowance, as a man 
gives his wife. 


Jeti 

V. 


To comb the hair; 

cf. /e. 

Jentigi 

n. 


Comb 


Jeran 

n. 


Foot or explanatory notes; 

cf. nygo. 

Jerali 



See/eran. 


/ere/ere 

adv. 


Very (thin; slender); 

cf. fialia. 

/e/e 

n. 

c 

Bean cultivar 


/e/engi 

a. 


Small; 

cf. wawagi. 

m 

p.n. 

ti 

Rank among native princes, 

the salutation for which is, 

Dawudu. 

Jejin 

V. 


To hurry along; to trot; to 

jog- 


/eta 

V. 


Said of a clay pot when the 
bottom is burnt or worn out. 


/etalu 

n. 


Ruler, and also the lines 
ruled. 


/etan 

n. 


Satan; devil; demon; also 
applied to certain diseases, 
such as, epilepsy, madness. 

<Arabic 

/etara 

n. 


Line of writing. 


/etaru 



See/etalu. 


Jewu 

excl. 

sa 

Salutation for the Liman; 

cf. sefu. 

/ewuga 

n. 


Contempt; 

cf. yegba. 

/eye 

V. 


To be large or great in one's 
eyes; 

cf. Je, eye. 

/eye 

V. 


To twitch the nose (in 
disgust). 


/eye 

V. 


To burrow. 


/eyi 

n. 


Flax. 


Ji 

aff. 


Reduplicating prefix for 
verbs with initial, /e, Ji. 



adv. 


Very (black, dirty). 


Ji 

V. 


To buy; to purchase. 


Ji 

V. 


To be spellbound; to be 
speechless; 

cf. 3i. 

Ji 

V. 


To be twilight; to be evening. 

cf. fedun. 

/i 

V. 


To sit down; to dwell; 

/i 

V. 


To stick in (the ground); to 
plant, as a tree. 


/i 

V. 


To be big; to be stout. 


/i 

V. 


To grow, as a beard; 

cf. ka. 

/i 

V. 


To settle; to precipitate. 


Ji ayi'bi 

V. 


To blame; to accuse; to 
condemn falsely; 

cf. dabo. 

Jiaba 

n. 

ti 

Crown prince. 


Jiabagi nin 

n. 

ti 

Rank among native princes. 
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Jiada 



Spot; blot; mark; 

cf. Jiafi. 

Jladiagi 

adv. 


Very (large). 


fiafi 

n. 


Mark; marking; 

cf. Jiada. 

fiafi 

n. 


One side of a sheet of paper; 

cf. waraka. 

Jiafurudi 

n. 

hg 

Ornament on a bridle like a 
bell hanger. 


jlagiri 

n. 

P 

One who cannot grow a 
beard; 

cf. korombo. 

Jlaka 

n. 


Blemish; 

cf. rami. 

Jlako 

excl. 


Oh my! 


JiakuJiagi 

n. 

b 

Bird about the size of a 





sparrow. 

cf. gbo, Jigban. 

Jlalia 

adv. 


Very (large); 

Jlanci 

n. 


Fraud; deception; 

cf. zwalunci. 

Jlani 

n. 


Work; business; occupation; 

cf. etun, sagali. 

Jlani kasani 

n. 

pl 

Flerb, used as a purgative. 

cf. nyacida, Jembelegi. 

Jlankala 

n. 


Sex 

Jlankarago 

a. 


New; fresh; 

cf. 3iankarago. 

Jiaria 

n. 

i 

Grub that eats kola nuts and 





yams. 


Jiariagi 

n. 

i 

Small red termite that eats 





yams. 


Jlariangi 

n. 


Tickle; 

cf. fu kiariangi. 

JIaroma 

n. 

sa 

Salutation for the rank, 

Ma3indadi. 


Jlaruba 

n. 

em 

Design in embroidery. 


Jlaruba 

n. 


Explanation; 

cf. kpeye, tula. 

Jiaruwa 

V. 

dr 

Cut of trousers. 


Jiajia 

n. 


Usury; interest. 


JiaJiaJlagi 

a. 


Senseless; 

cf. batarama. 

fiata 

n. 

tx 

Trade muslin. 


Jiawa 

a. 


Nice; pretty; fine; 

cf. bolo, sara. 

Jlawura 

n. 


Counsel; advice; 
consideration; consultation; 
deliberation. 


Jiadiagi 



See Jiadiagi. 

cf. cakya. 

JiakiaJiakiayi 

adv. 


Very (muddy, dirty); 

JianiaJianiayi 

adv. 


Very (thin, slender); 

cf. fialia. 

Jiaraba 

n. 


Fancy leather and metal 
trappings on a sword. 


Jlba 

num. 


Forty. 


Ji bokun 

V. 


To walk heavily on the heels. 


J'boji 

V. 


To pre-exist. 


J'ci 

n. 

t 

Tree species. 


Jidagba 

n. 

ti 

Rank among native princes, 

the salutation for which is, 

Lerama. 

Jidanyi 

V. 


Used with the verb jin, to be 
quiet; to be still; to meditate; 

cf. Jirunyi. 

Jidu 

V. 


To be deep; 

cf. Jiko. 

Jidzo 

V. 


To go before; to proceed; to 
be first. 


J'fa 

n. 


Form; likeness; image; shape; 
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looks. 


Jiga 

V. 


To entertain, as a stranger or 
visitor. 


Jigama 

n. 

sa 

Salutation for the rank, Sabo; 

cf. cigama. 

Jlgban 

V. 


To be very large; great; 

cf. gbo, Jialia. 

J'g't'a 

n. 


Sealed house; a house with a 
ceiling. 

cf. gbmdun. 

figiji 

V. 


To sob or moan; 

Jika 

n. 


Dirt; filth; rubbish; 

cf. Ji'Ji'ka. 

Jike Jikia 

n. 


Hiccough. 


Jiko 

a. 


Deep; 

cf. Jidu. 

Jlko 

V. 


To clout or thump on the 
head with the fist; 

cf. tako. 

jikpa 

adv. 


Deliberately; intentionally. 


Jilia 



See Jlalia, Jigban. 


Jtn 

int. 


Interrogative particle placed 
at the end of a sentence; 

cf. bo. 

fina 

V. 


To extinguish a house fire. 


fini 

num. 


Eighty. 


Jlni be o guwo nyi 

num. 


Ninety. 


Jinnada 

n. 


Sal-ammoniac, used for 
soldering. 

<Hausa 

Jinu 

V. 


To stop; to quit; to be quiet; 

cf. cinta, fa. 

Jmya 

JinJe 

n. 

P 

Female traders, who go from 
village to village; 

cf. kodagba. 

cf. JeJin. 

n. 


Jogging; 

Jiri 

n. 


Preparation; readiness. 


Jlririta 

a. 


Vain; useless; 

cf. banza. 

Jlriya 

n. 


Judgement; sentence; 
decision; 

cf. gabo. 

Jlriya 

n. 


Red wool neck band. 


Jlrii 

n. 


Name given to a child born in 
a caul; esteemed especially 
holy. 

cf. cinta, Ji'danyi. 

Jirunyi 

V. 


Used with the verb jin, to be 
quiet; to be still; to meditate; 


Jiswa 

n. 

bm 

Very bad ulcer; 

cf. egbo. 

m 

JlJika 

n. 

mo 

Colloquial name for 
sixpence. 

also sisi. Obsolete. <Hausa 

cf. Ji'ka. 

V. 


To be very dirty; 

fita 

num. 


Sixty. 


Jlti 

V. 


To bear; to yield, as the 
banana plant or date palm; 

lit. to hang the head down. 

Jlti 

V. 


To be over; to be head of; 

cf. tiji. 

Jltsun 

num. 


One hundred. 


Jitswanyi 

num. 


One hundred and twenty. 


Jltu 

V. 


To spite; to hate; to refuse; 

cf. navo. 

J 1 tukpa 

V. 


To listen; to hearken; to pay 
attention. 


Jltwaba 

num. 


One hundred and forty. 


Jlwu 

V. 


To hurry; to hasten; 

cf. sanin, gboka. 

fiye 

V. 


To peep. 
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fiye 

V. 

To speak about; to despise; 

cf. ga...nyi. 

J131 

V. 

To be unclean; to be 
forbidden; to be prohibited. 


J' 3 'ko 

V. 

To be very black; 

cf. 3iko. 

Jugaba 

excl. 

sa Salutation common to all 
mallams. 


Juni 

n. 

Blueing. 



T 





ta 

V. 


To spread out. 


ta 

V. 


To tell; to announce. 


ta 

V. 


To tidy; to clean up; to 
straighten up; 

cf. tadzu. 

ta 

V. 


To load, as a canoe. 


ta 

V. 


To be straight; 

cf. tasun. 

ta 

V. 


To level; to raze; 

cf. la. 

ta 

V. 


To lull; to put to sleep; 

cf. VO. 

ta 

V. 


To chew; to masticate. 


ta 

V. 


To slip to slide; to be 
slippery. 


ta 

V. 


To contribute; to donate; to 
pay, as taxes; to subscribe. 


ta 

V. 


To be on; 

cf. kpe, la ta. 

ta 

V. 


To be flat; to be dull; 

cf. tsun. 

ta 

V. 


To deceive. 


ta 

V. 


To damper; as a fire; to turn 
down, as a lamp. 


taba 

n. 

c 

Tobacco. 


tababagi 

n. 

pl 

Small weed. 


tabaka 

n. 


Sheet of foolscap paper (not 
cut). 


tabayi 

a. 


Tasteless; 

cf. tobayi. 

taba 3 i 



Said of one who is somewhat 
simple; 

cf. sa. 

tabagi 

a. 


Word of abuse. 


tabo 

n. 


Rank among the councillors, 

the salutations for which are 

Daniya, Kaku. 

tabu 

n. 


Struggling; 

cf. buta. 

taci 

num. 


Third. 


taci 

n. 


Spread; blanket; mat; 

cf. borogo. 

taci 

V. 


To be crooked; said of a tree 
or hole that is straight for 
some distance and then 
slants. 


taci 

a. 


Slow; 

cf. taya. 

taci 

n. 

t 

Tree species. 


tacin tatacin 

n. 


Centre; middle; midst. 


tadawa 

n. 


Ink. 


tadareji 

n. 


Leather book-case or cover; 

cf. bango. 

tadin 

V. 


To be tough; to be sinewy; 

cf. nyidin. 
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tadzu 

V. 


To tidy up; to clean up; to 
straighten up; 

cf. ta. 

tafi 

n. 

bp 

Palm of the hand. 


tagbatadza 

adv. 


Very (much, many); 

cf. nyasasanyi. 

tagi 

n. 


Training; correction; 

cf. foro, kika. 

tagwanlifa 

n. 


Packing net with a very large 
mesh; 

cf. sangbara. 

taimako 



See temako. 


taka 

n. 

to 

Chisel. 

cf. ece, ekwamajii, 

taka 

n. 

ti 

Rank among native princes, 

the salutations for which are, 

Giwa, Lerama. 

taka 

n. 


Hand span or hand breadth. 


takada 

n. 


Paper. 


takara 

n. 

wv 

Axle on which the weaver 
winds the cloth that comes 
from the loom. 


takara 

n. 


Review. 


takayici 

n. 


Disappointment; 

cf. ratsa. 

takalami 

n. 

di¬ 

Large sandals; 

cf. eda. < Hausa 

takama 

n. 


Proud, swaggering walk; 

cf. gaga. 

take 

adv. 


Quickly; 

cf. vanyi. 

taki 

n. 


Fertilizer. 

<Hausa 

taki 

n. 


Praise-epithet usually played 
by musicians, especially 
drummers 

<Hausa 

tako 

prep. 


Under; underneath; beneath; 
below; down; bottom. 


tako 

V. 


To clout; to hit on the head 
with the first; 

cf. Jiko. 

Takpa 

p.n. 

et 

Yoruba name for the Nupe. 


takpa 

V. 


To be delayed; prolonged; 

cf. 3inkiri. 

takpola 

n. 


European coloured thread. 


takukumi 

n. 


Muzzle for an animal. 


takun 

n. 


Stone; rock. 


takunba 

n. 


any very hard stone; 

lit. a male stone. 

takun cigbeko 

n. 


Masher or crusher, for 
mashing medicine. 


takun 'fin le 

n. 


Honing stone. 


takun 'fo 

n. 


Cave among rocks. 


takun giakogi 

takun jikana 

n. 


Very old stone; expression of 
age. 


n. 

mn 

Soft sandstone. 


takun kinjl 

n. 


Blacksmith's stone anvil; 
stand to support a mill-stone. 


takun ko 

n. 


Large rock. 


takun kpa 

n. 


Mill house or stand. 


takun kpata 

n. 


Table rock. 


takun lulu dza 

n. 


Cotton gin. 


takun na pin gwa na wu 

excl. 

sa 

Salutation for, Soje bako. 


afo gwa tsokongi o 
takun na a ela 36 nyankpa 

n. 

mn 

Iron ore. 



na 
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takun nya bindiga 

n. 

wp 

Gun flint. 


takun 'nya le 

n. 


Honing or grinding stone. 


takun nya 'le 

n. 


Hail. 


takun Soko 

n. 

wt 

Hail. 


takun JeJengi 

n. 


Gravel; small stones; 

cf. cakia. 

takun tanzariko 

n. 


Stone on which they grind 
antimony. 


takun tswa 

n. 


Stone anvil. 


takunyigo 

n. 


Millstone; corn mill. 


takungi 

a. 


Short; 

cf. kukurugi. 

talaka 

n. 

p 

Poor person. 

<Hausa 

talaka ku ka 

n. 

tx 

Trade cloth. 


talata 

n. 


Tuesday. 


talatuni 

n. 

pd 

Heart shaped stone or glass 
pendant worn by women. 


talo 

V. 


To be smooth; 

cf. bolo. 

tama 

n. 


Expectation; hope; thought; 

cf. kpaye, yekpa. 

tamani 



See tama. 


tambiritambiri 

adv. 


Very (big). 


tambo 

n. 

ti 

Rank among the traditional 
dancers. 


tambo 

n. 


Very hard bone that one 
cannot chew. 


tambo 

a. 


Big. 


tambo yakagi 

n. 

t 

Horseradish tree 

Moringa oleifera. 

tambuti 

n. 

ap 

Gland of a civet cat where 
the civet or musk is secreted. 


tami 

V. 


To talk loudly; to chatter; to 
squabble; to bawl. 


tami 

n. 


Value; equivalent. 


tamida 

V. 


To salute; to call on; 

cf. sami. 

tamwotswagi 

n. 

pl 

Mint plant. 


tarn u 

n. 


Palm fibre; tinder. 

<Hausa 

tanci 

n. 


Bow for shooting arrows; 
parenthesis. 


tandagi 

n. 

P 

Fool; a simpleton; 

cf. wawa. 

tangi 

n. 

hu 

Spring trap; a snare; a gin. 


tangota 

n. 


Rumour. 


tankokogi 

n. 

tr 

Spirit, said to lead people 
away from home and leave 
them to wander about in the 
fields. 


tankpara 

n. 

d 

Disease of the heel. 


tankpolo 

n. 

am 

Toad. 


tankpolo nyila 

n. 

g 

Grass species. 


fail lab aka 

n. 

f 

Fish species. 


tanlegbelegbegi 

n. 

i 

Polliwog. 


tantaka 

n. 


Cut grass for horse feed. 


tantari 

excl. 

sa 

Salutation common to all 
drummers. 


tantltanti 

n. 


Postponement. 


tanyere 

a. 


Hard, as certain kernels. 
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tanyi 

adv. 

CO 

Very (white); cf. bonyi. 


tapu 

n. 

tx 

Cloth woven on an upright 

cf. kpasa. 




loom; 


tara 

V. 


To fall to the ground; 

cf. gbin. 

tara 

a. 


Level; flat; straight; 

cf. para. 

taragi 

a. 


Mild (lye). 


taratara 

n. 


Uttermost. 


taratara 

adv. 


Very (slovenly); 

cf. swakwa. 

tarawa 

n. 


Help; assistance; usually 

cf. ewuce, garni. 




given in landing fish; 


tarayitarayi 

adv. 


Very (straight); 

cf. gboro. 

tarayi 

adv. 


Thus; 

cf. acm. 

taru 

V. 


To come out; to come 

cf. dzun. 




through; 


taru 

n. 


Crowd; assembly; 

cf. kama. 

taruba 

n. 


Purblindness. 


tasa 

n. 


Plate; dish; platter; bowl. 

<Hausa ? French tasse 

tasari 

n. 


Misfortune; loss; accident; 

cf. asara. 




evil; 


tasisa 

V. 


To be stunted; 

cf. tiagunnya. 

tasoninyagi 

n. 


Forwardness; 

cf. kaye. 

tasun 

V. 


To be straight; 

cf. ta. 

taj; 

n. 

dr 

Garment of a certain style; 

cf. ewo. 

tajin 

V. 


To lay down; to straighten 

cf. para. 




out the back; 


tajiru 

n. 


Truth; root; 

cf. gajikiya, gbere. 

tatacin 

prep. 


Among; 

cf. ninmi, tacin. 

tatagi 

n. 

P 

Simpleton; 

cf. tiakpeci, wawa. 

tatagi 3e 'baga 

n. 

pr 

Woman's underskirt; 

cf. jamfuru da 'ba tsun, 





tobigi. 

tatanawun tatanawungi 

n. 

P 

Simpleton; or, one who has 





been ill a very long time. 


tatatayi 

adv. 


Very (large); 

cf. kpakpakpayi. 

tatayi 

a. 


Senseless; 

cf. felania. 

tatayi tatayi 

adv. 


Very (white); 

cf. bonyi, tanyi. 

tatonu 

adv. 


Yonder; a long distance off; 

cf. batso3i. 

tatsu 

n. 


Blacksmith's anvil; 

cf. takun tswa. 

tatu 

V. 


Go away; keep away; 

cf. kega, kpeya. 

tatun 

V. 


To be empty; to be vacant; 

cf. vunla. 

tatun 

V. 


To club or strike with a 





pestle. 


tatunsa 

n. 


Parable; 

cf. kotonkoci, satatun. 

tawaye 

n. 


Suspicion. 


tawuri 

n. 


Stratagem; 

cf. kisa. 

tawuyi 

adv. 

CO 

Very (white, clear); 

cf. tatayi, tsatsayi. 

ta ya 

V. 


To inform; acquaint; 

cf. ta. 

taya 

V. 


To slip; to slide; 

cf. ta. 

taya 

V. 


To be slow; 

cf. taci. 

taye 

V. 


To look a long way off; to 





strain the eyes in looking. 


tayigbe 

V. 


To nap; to doze; to be 



drowsy. 
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tayinyi 

adv. 


Very (numb). 


ta za 

V. 


To tell around; to publish; to 
advertise; 

cf. ta. 

ta '31 

V. 


To speak a language. 

cf. tanya. 

ta 

V. 


To hurt; to pain; to ache; 

ta 

V. 


To rub on; to anoint; to strip 
off; 

cf. gbo, zun. 

taba 

n. 


Forgetfulness; 

absentmindedness; 

cf. bata. 

tabariya 

tabiya 

n. 

wp 

Ram-rod of a gun; 

cf. tsukun bindiga.< Flausa 
‘pestle’ 

n. 


Flabit; custom; disposition; 

cf. eli. 

tafida 

n. 


Black ink. 


tagwa 

V. 


To entreat; to beg; to plead; 
to beseech. 


takadiri 

n. 


Suspicion; 

cf. tuma. 

takari 

n. 


Prime (of life). 


takpa 

V. 


To be hard; to be difficult; 

cf. zo. 

taku 

n. 


Plunger; 

cf. mada. 

talafi 

n. 


Dedication. 


taleki 

n. 


Indigo; 

cf. ecin. 

talonci 

n. 


Poverty; want; 

cf. yaji. 

tamako 



See timako; 

cf. ceto. 

tamagi 

n. 

wp 

Cheap grade of sword. 


tamamani tamanimani 

n. 

ad 

Disease among civet cats. 


taniba 

n. 


Species of grain. 


taniba 



See taba. 


tambari 

n. 

mi 

Royal drum, carried on a 
camel's back. 

<Flausa 

tamuga 

n. 

wp 

Good grade of sword. 


tanake 

n. 


Guessing; cf. ketana. 


tanaki 

n. 

hg 

Flobble-rope, used to hobble 
a horse by tying one front leg 
to one hind leg. 


tanganayi 

adv. 


Very (bright, clear); brightly. 


tanatanayi 

adv. 


Very (many, much); 

cf. nyasasanyi. 

tandagi 

n. 


Song; a fop; a dandy. 


tanka 

n. 


Equal; equivalent; limit; 

cf. ciko, ke ... na. 

tantama 

n. 


Uncertainty; doubt; 

cf. kombeke, Jlaka. 

tanya 

V. 


To be sick; to be ill; to be 
unwell. 


tanyabo 

V. 


To be stingy. 


ta nyagban 

V. 


To grieve; to sorrow. 


tanzari 

tari 

n. 

pd 

Antimony, used to powder 
the eyes. 

<FIausa 

n. 

ch 

Medicine or charm, said to 
prevent a knife from cutting; 

cf. eku. 


tarika 

n. 


Sect; 

cf. eswa. 

tasabi 

n. 

is 

Rosary; prayer beads. 


tasabi yabagi 

n. 

Pi 

Red lily; a species of 
flowering plant. 


taujiri 

n. 


Preaching; 

cf. wazun. 
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tawuga 

n. 


Present; spoils in war. 


tawure 

n. 


Castration 


tawutawuyi 

adv. 

CO 

Very (white); 

cf. boboyi. 

te 

V. 


To break; to sever; to wean. 


te 

V. 


To seal; to close; to block; to 
clog; 

cf. tsu. 

teba 

V. 


To become; to suit; 

cf. gonyi. 

tekagi 

n. 

f 

Fish species; 

a small kima. 

tekatekayi 

adv. 


Flat footedly; 

cf. tijatijayi. 

tekagi 

adv. 


Very (sticky); 

cf. tematemayi. 

tekpayi 

adv. 


Very (short). 


tekungi 

a. 


Short; 

cf. kukurugi. 

teligi 

a. 


Short; 

cf. kulugi. 

telugi 

a. 


Short; 

cf. kolugi. 

temako 



See timako. 


tematemayi 

adv. 


Very (sticky); 

cf. tekagi. 

tenin 



See atenin. 


tentenyi 

adv. 


Singly; separately; 

cf. kakayi. 

Tete 

p.n. 

ti 

Rank among the old Nupe, 

the salutation for which is, 
Daniya; cf. cete. 

tetengi 

a. 


Small; little. 


tetenyi 

adv. 


Shakily; cf. kpekekpeke. 


ti- 

aff. 


Reduplicating prefix for 
verbs with initial, ta, ta, te, 

ti, tia. 


ti 

V. 


To bleed; to drip; to spring, 
as water. 


ti 

V. 


To screech; to yell; to crow; 
to hum; to chiip; to howl. 


tibi 

n. 


Misfortune; ill luck; 

cf. asara. 

tfbinakun 

V. 


To do a mean act; 

cf. egun. 

tici 

n. 


Rank; office. 


tifa 

a. 


Thick; 

cf. lekpan. 

tifegi 

V. 


To whine; 

cf. tigi. 

tifin 

prep. 


Up; above; over. 


tifu 

a. 


Bald 


tigi 

V. 


To cry; to howl; to weep; to 
bawl. 


tijatijayi 

adv. 


Flatfootedly; 

cf. tekatekayi. 

tikagi 

n. 

f 

Fish species; 

cf. tekagi. 

tika 

n. 


Bunch; cluster; head; ingot; 


tikpako 

n. 


Pinching; 

cf. kotikpa. 

tikpamu 

V. 


To bid good bye; to bid 
farewell. 


tikkpangiko 

n. 


Pinching; 

cf. kotikpa. 

tikpayi 

adv. 


Very (much); plentifully. 


tilayi 

adv. 


Very (black); 

cf. tirinyi. 

tile 

n. 

pd 

Flair-pin; 

cf. kwakwadu. 

tile 

n. 


Force; compulsion; necessity; 

cf. lale. 

tilinyi 

adv. 


Very (black); 

cf. tilayi, tirinyi. 

tilo 

n. 


Discouragement; 

cf. loti. 

timako 

n. 


Kindness; help; 

cf. ceto. 
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timayi 

adv. 


Very (sticky, oily); 

cf. tematemayi. 

timbuyi 

adv. 


Very (large). 


ti 'mi 

V. 


To be oily; to be fat; to be 
dripping oil. 


tin 

aff. 


Initial reduplication prefix for 
verbs with initial syllable, 

tin. 


tin 

V. 


To be clear; to be clean; to be 
light. 


tin 

V. 


To plait; to braid. 


tin 

V. 


To pop; to burst; to break out. 


tin 

V. 


To be dull; to be blunt; 

cf. tsun. 

tin 

V. 


To beg; to nag; 

cf. ba. 

tin 

V. 


To be sufficient; 

cf. kun. 

tinayi 

adv. 


Slowly. 


tin 'fe 

V. 


To be lukewarm; 

cf. wagiwagi. 

tlngi 

n. 

g 

Swamp grass used for 
thatching. 

cf. gintm. 

tlngln 

n. 


Murmuring; 

tin 'mi 

V. 


To be dull; to be blunt; 

cf. tin. 

tinmi 

V. 


To sprout, as a post stuck in 
the ground. 

cf. tinayi. 

tinnya 

adv. 


Slowly; 

tin tiny! 



See tinyi. 


tlnwu 

n. 


Medicine for wounds or cuts. 


tin ya 

V. 


To come out; to come 
through; 

cf. dzun, taru. 

tlnye 

V. 


To be clear; 

cf. tin. 

ti—nyi 

a. 


Different; separate; 

cf. kayi, titi. 

tinyi 

n. 


Hair of the head; 

cf. enyi. 

tiny! 

adv. 


Heavily; 

cf. jinyi, tintinyi. 

tinyinyi 

V. 


To deceive; to lead astray; 

cf. ta. 

tirigi 

a. 


Small. 


tirinyi 

adv. 

CO 

Very (black); cf. tilinyi. 


tiro 

n. 

b 

Bird species; 

also tiye. 

tiro nukpa 

n. 

fr 

Pineapple; 

cf. bedaibo, diadiagun, 
kpacigbe. 

tije 

n. 


Comb, for combing the hair. 


tiji 

n. 


Headman; leader; chief; boss; 

cf. dzogun. 

titi 

a. 


Different; 

cf. ti...nyi. 

titira 

n. 


Cistern. 


tititiyi 

adv. 


Very (large); 

cf. gbagbagbayi. 

tiwa 

n. 


Loop thrown over a spindle 
while spinning. 


tiwu 

V. 


To screech; to yell; to hum; 

cf. ti. 

tiye 

n. 

b 

Bird species; 

also tiro. 

tiye 

V. 


To be well known by name. 


to 

V. 


To fringe (a cloth); 

cf. togeza. 

to 

V. 


To bale; to scoop; to draw; 

cf. Je. 

to 

V. 


To be high; 

cf. keto. 

to 

excl. 


Word of assent; yes; all right. 


to 

conj. 


And. 
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to 

V. 


To slacken; to loose; to ease. 


to 

V. 


To be long (as a garment). 


to 

V. 


To become; 

cf. 3e. 

to 

V. 


To dribble; to slobber; to 
drool; to flow; 

cf. je. 

to 

V. 


To steep; to soak; to stew; 

cf. da. 

to bajia 

v.p. 


To wrestle. 


toba 

conj. 


Whether; if; 

cf. ko. 

toba 

a. 


Tasteless (has no salt in it). 


tobigi 

n. 

dr 

Woman's underskirt or apron. 


tobo...bo 

conj. 


Because of; for; 

cf. ebo...bo. 

toce 

V. 


To despise; 

cf. gbaye. 

todufm 

n. 

b 

Kingfisher. 


tofa 

V. 


Loop; a noose; 

cf. tomfa. 

tofu 

V. 


To be weak; to be 
convalescent. 


togaya 

n. 

is 

Name of the fourth and fifth 
moons of the Muslim 
calendar. 


togeza 

V. 


To put a fringe on a cloth; 

cf. geza. 

toka' 

V. 


To give out, or have a 
perfume or odour; 

cf. beka. 

toko 

n. 


Abusive language. 


tokpe 

n. 

a 

Grass house; 

cf. evun. 

tolotolo 

n. 

da 

Turkey. 

<Hausa 

toloci 



See talonci. 


tomfa 

n. 


Loop; a noose; 

cf. tofa. 

tomi 

V. 


To curse; 

cf. bomi. 

tonto 

n. 


Shares. 


tontonyi 

n. 


Sound of dripping water. 


toro 

n. 

mo 

Threepence. 

former coin that disappeared in 
the 1960s. <Hausa 

toro 

n. 


Used with the verbs da or sa, 
to soften the ground, as with 
water. 


toro 

adv. 


Sharply; abruptly; 

cf. pa. 

torogi 

a. 


Long; thin; 

cf. sorogi, sworwogi. 

toroko 

n. 

dc 

A song. 


toroko 

n. 

mi 

Musical instrument like a 
flute. 


tosayi 

n. 


Respect; condolence; pity; 

cf. yegun. 

toji 

adv. 


Soon; lately; recently. 


totaci 

num. 


Eighth. 


toto 

adv. 


Only; 

cf. kalo. 

toto 

n. 


Rain dripping from a tree. 


toto 

a. 


Loose; slack; baggy. 


toto 

a. 


Tasteless. 


tototoyi 

adv. 


Very (large). 


totoyi 

adv. 


Flowingly; 

cf. toyi. 

towatowoyi 

adv. 


Loosely. 


to ya 

V. 


To bale out; to scoop out. 


to ya 

V. 


To soak out. 



173 



R.M. Blench Draft Nupe Dictionary: Main text 


Nupe 

PoS 

C 

English 

Additional information 

toy! 

adv. 


Flowingly; copiously. 


tozo 

n. 

ap 

Hump on the back of cattle 
and camels. 

<Hausa 

totoro 

adv. 


Exactly; 

cf. kadanyi. 

tsa 

adv. 


Only; 

cf. kete. 

tsa 

V. 


To crush; to grind, the first 
time. 


tsa 

V. 


To be too large, as a ring or 
cap. 

cf. gunmi. 

tsa 

V. 


To fulfil; to accomplish; 

tsa 

V. 


To mix; to mingle; 

cf. ka. 

tsa 

V. 


To engrave; to carve; to 
tattoo. 


tsa 

V. 


To choose; to pick; to elect. 


tsaba 

adv. 


Only; alone; all; 

cf. gba...gi, kikiri. 

tsaba 

n. 

g 

Swamp grass, 

used for horse feed. 

tsabaruwa 

n. 

g 

Swamp grass. 

cf. cakia. 

tsabayi 

V. 


To be drenched; muddy; 

tsabatsabayi 

n. 


Rumbling noise of cattle in 
the water. 


tsabatsabayi 

adv. 


Very (long). 


tsabi 

V. 


To defecate; to excrete 

cf. gayiti, Jekpata. 

Tsaduko 

p.n. 

ti 

Rank among the councillors, 

the salutations for which are, 

Amali, Gadanji. 

Tsaduya 

P- n - 

ti 

Rank among native princes, 

the salutations for which are, 

Lerama, Takun. 

tsadu kpata 

n. 

b 

Snipe. 


tsadza 

n. 

ti 

Rank among the warriors. 


tsafagi 

n. 

dr 

Kerchief; 

cf. tswafagi. 

tsafi 

n. 


Sacrifice; 

cf. wo. 

tsagitsagi 

a. 


Little; 

cf. degi. 

tsaka 

n. 

dr 

Trousers. 


tsaka 

a. 


Coarse; 

cf. tsakutsakuyi. 

tsaka gi 

n. 

fo 

Food made from millet. 


tsakagi 

n. 

mi 

Drum in the angale set. 

cf. tatacm. 

tsakani 

prep. 


Between; among; 

tsakangi 

n. 

g 

Grass found on sand banks. 


tsaka tankpolo 



See emagi. 

cf. dzagadzagayi. 

tsakatsakayi 

adv. 


Everywhere; 

tsaki 

n. 


Curb chain on a halter. 


tsaki 

adv. 


Tough; 

cf. tsaku. 

tsakogi 

n. 

fo 

Food made from millet. 


tsakpa 

n. 

tp 

Oil-palm kernel. 


tsakpa 

a. 


Big. 


tsakpa 

n. 


Braided cord. 


tsakpa 

V. 


Custom of giving a gift with 
the expectation of receiving a 
larger one in return; 

cf. fadanci. 

tsakpaci 

n. 

t 

Tree species. 


tsakpakani 

n. 

i 

Caterpillar. 


tsakpatsakpayi 

adv. 


Very (large). 

cf. tsakpanyi. 

tsakpatsakpayi 

adv. 


Very (bare); 
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tsakpayi 

adv. 


Very (much). 


tsakpannagi 

n. 

d 

Small-pox. 


tsaku 

a. 


Hard; tough; 

cf. kpaku. 

tsakutsakuyl 

adv. 


Very (coarse); 

cf. tsaka. 

tsakutsakuyl 

adv. 


Very (worried); 

cf. biribiri, tsukutsukuyi. 

tsali 

a. 


Bad; troublesome. 


tsama 

n. 


Scorn; ridicule; 

cf. emila. 

tsamiya 

n. 


Local silk from the kolokuku 
silk worm. 


tsa 'na 'ba wu 

v.p. 

sa 

Salutation common to all 
hunters. 


tsanka 



See tsaka. 


tsantsanyi 

adv. 


Everywhere. 


tsara 

n. 


Equal; 

cf. yezun. 

tsara 

n. 

g 

Coarse grass used in making 
fence mats. 


tsaragi 

n. 

mt 

Open mesh hanging door¬ 
mat. 


tsaratsarayi 

adv. 


Very (much); 

cf. sasayi. 

tsaratsoro 

n. 

d 

Disease among women; Issue 
of blood. 


tsarayi 

adv. 


All together; at once; quickly. 


tsarayi 

adv. 


Quickly; 

cf. vanyi. 

tsari 

n. 

mi 

Set of drums 


tsari 

adv. 


Very (sour, acrimonious); as 
unripe fruit. 


tsatsa 

a. 


Thick; lumpy. 


tsatsagi tsatsayi 

adv. 


Very (clear, clean). 


tsatsarayi 

adv. 


Very (high). 


tsatsuyi 

adv. 


Very (much); 

cf. nyasasanyi. 

tsawa 

n. 


Heavy thunder. 


tsawo 

n. 

t 

Tree species. 


tsawontsawogi 

n. 

b 

Yellow wagtail; Motacilla 
flava 

cf. bawonbawogi. 

tsaye 

V. 


To be thin; to be watery. 


tsa 

V. 


To rattle; to wiggle 


tsa 

V. 


To scorch; to roast; to warm; 

cf. nya, po. 

tsagwa 

a. 


Empty-handed. 


tsakpanyi 

adv. 


Very (bare). 


tsakpantsakpan 

n. 


Rattling sound. 


tsakpanyi 

adv. 


Very (much). 

cf. dzagadzagayi. 

tsakatsakayf 

adv. 


Everywhere; 

tsambara 

n. 


Lazy person; 

cf. kafunci. 

tsama 

a. 


Hot. 


tsamatsamayi 

adv. 


Very (dirty, muddy); 

cf. cakia. 

tsamvogi 

n. 

g 

Weed that grows on the top 
of the water. 


tsana 

V. 


To increase. 


tsanani 

n. 


Severity; 

cf. sunga, wala. 

tsanatsanayf 

adv. 


Very (bare, thin, lanky). 


tsandoyi 

adv. 


Very (heavy). 


tsanga 

n. 

ap 

Spur on the legs and wings of 
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certain birds. 


tsanganagi 

n. 

hg 

Bells; trappings, on a horse. 


tsankunyi 

adv. 


Very (heavy). 


tsantsanyi 

n. 

fo 

Food made from pounded 

kula. 


tsayeya 

n. 


Stubbornness. 


tso 

aff. 


Affix attached to pronouns, 
the emphatic, mitso, myself. 


tso 

V. 


To be quick; to be nimble; 

cf. fa. 

tso 

V. 


To overtake. 


tso 

V. 


To be near; to be close by; 

cf. tsoba. 

tso 

V. 


To set, as a trap. 


tso 

V. 


To be near; to be close by; 

cf. tso, tsoba. 

tso 

V. 


To steer, as a boat. 


tso 

V. 


To support; to brace; to prop 
up; 

cf. go. 

tso 

V. 


To stand with the head 
between the legs. 


-tso 

aff. 


Suffix to nouns, making them 
possessive. 


tsoba tsoba 

V. 


To be close by; to be near; to 
be beside; to be adjacent to. 


tsoci 

n. 


Lord; master. 


tsoda 



See tsoyida. 


Tsoede 

p.n. 


Kyadya shrine; 

cf. edegi. 

tsoganga 

V. 


To stand on edge; to lean. 


tsogi 

n. 

k 

Half brother or sister. 


tsogwa 

V. 


To be quick; to be dextrous. 


tsojebo 

excl. 

VC 

Vendors' call for, tsantsanyi. 


tsoka 

n. 


Hunk or chunk of meat. 


tsokongi 

n. 


Game where one guesses 
what is in the hand of 
another. 


tsokoto 

n. 

dr 

Short knee trousers (Yoruba); 

cf. agadawuci. 

tsokotsokoyi 

adv. 


Very (small, fine); 

cf. kutukutuyi. 

tsokowongi 



See tsokongi. 


tsokpayi 

adv. 


Very (thin). 


tsokun 

n. 

wp 

Fire brand; gun. 


tsokungi 

n. 

f 

Fish species. 


tsontsonyi 

adv. 


Aimlessly. 


tsontsonyi 

a., 


Different; separately; 

cf. kakayi. 


adv. 




tsonyi 

adv. 


Only; exactly; 

cf. kadanyi. 

tsori tsoritsori 



Used with the verb jin, to be 
soaked; to be drenched; 

cf. tsabayi. 

tsoro 

V. 


To be hard; to be difficult; 

cf. zo. 

tsoro 



Used with the verb jin, to be 
afraid; to be quiet; 

cf. sunda, sanyi. 

tsoro 

a. 


Thin. 


tsotaci 

n. 


Day before yesterday. 


tsotso 

n. 

ap 

Crown; a crest; a topknot. 


tsotso 

V. 


To be close; to be nearby; 

cf. tso. 
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tsotsoyi 

adv. 


Lightly; prancingly; 

cf. dzodzoyi. 

Tsowa 

p.n. 

ti 

Rank among the warriors. 


Tsoyida 

P- n - 

ti 

Rank among native princes. 


Tsoyiwa 

p.n. 


See tsowa. 


tsu- 

aff. 


Reduplicating prefix for 
verbs with initial, tsu, tswa. 


tsu 

V. 


To wade through water on 
the road. 


tsu 

V. 


To rinse. 


tsu 

V. 


To choke. 


tsu 

V. 


To cut open, as a gourd or 
tin. 


tsu 

V. 


To crush, as the first 
grinding; 

cf. tsa. 

tsu 

V. 


To card, as cotton. 


tsu 

V. 


To be soggy; to be soaked; 

cf. dzwagwo. 

tsu 

V. 


To die. 


tsu 

V. 


To thresh. 


tsu 

V. 


To lock; to fasten; to bar; 

cf. fida. 

tsudo 

n. 


Rival, as the two wives of 





one man. 


Tsuga 

p.n. 

ti 

Rank among the upper 
Kyadya. 


tsugba 

n. 

bp 

Testicles; scrotum; a hernia. 


tsukpayi 

adv. 


Very (angry, sulky, much 
provoked). 


tsiikii 

n. 

fo 

Cut and dried okra. 


tsiikii 

a. 


Big. 


tsukun 

n. 

bp 

Bone. 


tsukun gbongboro 

n. 


Very hard bone. 

cf. kytsukun. 

tsukunkiaci 

n. 

P 

Deceptive person; 

tsukun mapa 

n.p. 

bp 

Jaw bone. 


tsukun nya ejin vunnu 

n.p. 

bp 

Pelvis. 


tsukun tambo 

n.p. 


Very tough bone which 
cannot be crushed. 


tsukun wun ele dukun a 

excl. 

sa 

Salutation for the rank, 

Somasun. 


tsukun zunma 

n.p. 

bp 

Back-bone or spinal column. 


tsukun gbagbagba 

n. 

sa 

Salutation for the rank, 

Tambo. 


tsukun 

n. 


Stick. 


tsukun a3e u 'JTn o 

n.p. 


said of one who is simple; 

cf. tiakpeci. 

tsukun bindiga 

n.p. 

wp 

the ram-rod of a gun; 

cf. tabariya. 

tsukungwasun 

n.p. 


Walking-stick or cane. 


tsukun kule 

n.p. 


Stick used to strike a bell. 


tsukutsukuyi 

adv. 


Very (tangled, untidy 
everywhere); 

cf. dzagadzagayi. 

tsula 

n. 

t 

Tree species, 

the leaves of which are very 
bitter. 

tsula bije 

n. 

t 

Small tree. 


tsu 'mi 

V. 


To rinse out the mouth; 

cf. tsu. 

tsumunu 

a. 


Dull; stupid; bashful. 
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tsun 



Initial reduplicate prefix of 
the verb, tsun. 


tsun 

V. 


To meet. 


tsun 

V. 


To ball; to roll up; to clench. 


tsun 

V. 


To be hard, as over-ripe okra. 


tsun 

a. 


Unsociable. 


tsun 

V. 


To touch; to nudge; 

cf. kun. 

tsuna 

a. 


Dull. 


tsunci 

a. 


Fifth. 


tsunfyanya 

tsunfyanyaci 

n. 

fr 

Guinea pepper 

fruit of the tsunfyanyaci tree. 
Xylopia aethiopica 

n. 

t 

Tree species. 

Xylopia aethiopica 

tsungwa 

V. 


To touch, to nudge with the 
hand; 

cf. tsun, kun. 

tsunkiankia 

V. 


To limp; to hop. 


tsunkpayi 

tsuntsunnu 

adv. 


Very (much rolled up); 
tightly; 

cf. tsun. 

a. 


Unripe. 


tsunni 

V. 


To twist; 

cf. tswani. 

tsumpa 

n. 

ch 

Charm or medicine, said to 
cause one to become 
invisible; an occult charm; 

cf. patsun. 

tsunwon 

n. 


Measure; scale; a balance. 


tsuru 

n. 


Waterfall. 


tsurutsuruyi 

adv. 


Very (much); heavily; 

cf. swaswaswaswayi. 

tsuruyi 

adv. 


Soundly; 

cf. vwoyi. 

tsuta 

n. 

t 

Tree species. 


tsutapawu 

n. 

Pi 

Vegetable like a radish. 


tsutsu 

n. 


Death. 


tsutsu 

n. 

fg 

Float; a tassel. 


tsutsuyi 

adv. 


Very (hot, warm). 


tsutsuyi 

adv. 


Stupidly; aimlessly; cf. 

duduyi. 


tsutsutsuyi 

adv. 


Very (dull). 


tsutsutsutsuyi 

adv. 


Very (many); closely; 

cf. cikicikiyi. 

tsuwo 

n. 


Y esterday. 


tsuwotaci 

n. 


Day before yesterday; 

cf. tsotaci. 

tsuyi 

adv. 


Quietly; 

cf. sanyi. 

tswa 

V. 


To watch; to guard; to 
beware. 


tswa 

V. 


To forge; to blacksmith. 


tswa 

V. 


To commence; to begin, as in 
making a mat; 

cf. ya. 

tswaci 

n. 


Blacksmith; 

cf. tswata. 

tswaci gbagba 

n.p. 


Fleavy blacksmith. 


tswaci gbangban 

ap. 


Fleavy blacksmith. 


tswaci yekogi 

ap. 


See tswaci foforo tswa. 


Tswadiya 

p.n. 

ti 

Rank among the lower 
Kyadya. 


tswafagi 

n. 


Flead-tie. 


Tswako 

p.n. 

ti 

Rank, the salutation for 
which is, Kure. 
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n. 


Slag or clinker from a 
blacksmith's forge. 

tswana 

n. 


Leader; leadership; 

tswangi 

n. 


Star. 

tswangi yigidi 

n. 

pl 

Weed with a small white star¬ 
shaped flower. 

Tswanku 

p.n. 

ti 

Rank among native princes. 

Tswankwa 

P- n - 

ti 

Rank among village 
headmen. 

Tswanya 

p.n. 

ti 

Rank among the councillors. 

tswarankpako 

n. 

b 

Bird somewhat like a 
sparrow. 

Tswasiako 

p.n. 

ti 

Rank among native princes. 

tswata 

n. 


Blacksmith's forge or shop. 

tswata 

v.c. 


Used with the verb jin, to 
collect civet. 

tswatswana 

p.n. 

ti 

Office of the chief tailor. 

tswatswayi 

n. 


Beat or throb of the heat. 

tswatswayi 

adv. 


Very (long). 

tswa 

V. 


To pelt; to dash; to winnow; 
to fan. 

tswa 

V. 


To break; 

tswakwayi 

adv. 


Very (oily, muddy); 

tswalagi 

n. 

r 

Gecko 

tswani 

n. 


Twist or hank of thread. 

tswanyi 

adv. 


Suddenly; quickly; 

tswanyi 

adv. 


Very (oily); 

tswanyi 

adv. 


Gripingly. 

tswatswayi 

adv. 


Peltingly; 

tswobwoyi 

adv. 


Very (oily). 

tswonyi 

adv. 


Quickly; sharply. 

tsworwongi 

tu 

n. 

b 

Bird like a sparrow. 
Reduplicating prefix for 
verbs with initial, tu, twa. 

tu 

V. 


To ride; to drive; to straddle. 

tu doko la 'kin 

v.p. 

sa 

Salutation for the rank, Soje. 

tu 

V. 


To be calloused. 

tu 

n. 


To build. 

tu 

V. 


To cohabit; as animals. 

tu 

V. 


To be over, as anything that 
has been counted. 

tu 

V. 


To name; to call. 

tu 

V. 


To be champion; lit. to ride 
over. 

tu 

V. 


To be stuck (in the throat). 

tu 

V. 


To fall, as dew. 

tuba 

n. 


Repentance. 

tuba 

V. 


To engage; to betroth. 

tuba 

V. 


To increase, as money. 

tubani 

n. 


Cake made from beans. 

tubu 

a. 


Fresh. 

tubuyi 

n. 


Sound of deep water, as 


Additional information 


cf. nusa. 


cf. ba. 

cf. cakia. 

cf. latswalatswagi, manlelegi 

cf. vanyi. 
cf. tswakwayi. 

cf. tswa. 
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when a stone is thrown into a 
well. 


tuda 

V. 


To spy; 

cf. tule. 

tufetufe 

n. 


Skin covering a ground-nut; 
also, kemelless rice; 

cf. lialia. 

tufuwa 

n. 

dr 

Clothing; attire; apparel. 


tugafu 

n. 


Concoction used as a 
medicine. 


tugafu 

V. 


To be uncontrollable; 

cf. tu. 

tugidigba 

a. 


To caper; to be frisky. 


tu goro 

V. 


To give a person a certain 
medicine which is said to 
cause food to stick in his 
throat. 


tugida 

n. 

mo 

Copper. 

cf. tukana. 

tugwasa 

V. 


To vie; to compete; 

tugunnya 

n. 


Form of punishment where 
one is made to cross the arms 
and hold the ears. 


tuka 

V. 


To watch or await the time. 


tuka 

V. 


To be careful; to be 
particular. 


tu kaye 

V. 


To name; 

cf. tu 'ye. 

tukana 

V. 


To compete; to vie; 

cf. sagana, tugwasa. 

tu kasa 

V. 


To watch out of the comer of 
the eye. 


tukpa 

n. 

bp 

Ear. 


tukpa elewu 

n.p. 

d 

Buzzing or ringing of the ear. 
Tinnitus 

cf. wonyi 

tukpa kperegi 

n -p. 

bp 

Ear-lobe. 


tukpa nya elo 



the neck or ear of a slate. 


tukpatenci 

n. 

P 

Deaf person. 


tukpati 

n. 


Selvage edge of cloth. 


tukpatl nya bindiga 

n.p. 

wp 

Powder chamber on the side 
of a flint-lock gun. 


tukpiagi 

adv. 


Suddenly; quickly; 

cf. dagiri. 

tukuci 

n. 


Fee or return gift on receipt 
of a present. 


tukun 

n. 


Fragment; remnant. 


tukunti 

V. 


To boast; to brag; 

cf. aluwajl. 

tukuru 

v.c. 


Used with the verb jin, to 
read the Koran through the 
last night of the Fast. 


tukurumagi 

n. 

bp 

Tuft of hair left on the head, 
all the rest being shaved off. 


tu kuti 

V. 


To put a charm on a thing for 
protection. 


tula 

V. 


To show; to make know; 

cf. wu. 

tule 

V. 


To spy; 

cf. tuda. 

tulukanka 

V. 


To stand on one leg. 


turn a 

n. 


Suspicion; 

cf. takadiri. 

tumbi 

n. 


Stomach; 

cf. gbako. 
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tiimi 

tun- 

V. 

To dismiss; usually includes 
giving a small present. 

Initial reduplication prefix for 
verbs with initial syllable, 

tun. 


tun 

V. 

To send. 


tun 

V. 

To pierce; to prick; to sting. 


tun 

V. 

To reach; to extend. 


tun 

V. 

To arrive; to come; to attain. 


tun 

V. 

To pick up; to harvest, as 
beans. 


tun 

V. 

To vomit; 

cf. mazuwa. 

tun 

adv. 

Period of time; from; since. 


tunba 

V. 

To shirr. 


tunboye 

V. 

To recall; to recollect; 

cf. pa. 

tunci 

n. 

Messenger; Apostle. 


tunduyi 

adv. 

Completely; very (flat). 


tunduyi 

adv. 

Very (large, many). 


tunfo 

V. 

To gather up or together, as a 
garment; 

cf. ka, ku. 

tunga 

n. 

Settlement; a colony; started 
by the Fulani placing 
prisoners or slaves on a farm 
to work. 

<Hausa 

tungba 

V. 

To reach; to try to vomit; 

cf. tun. 

tunkpulugi 

a. 

Short; stumpy; 

cf. kolugi. 

tun 'na 

V. 

To fire; to put fire to. 


tun naji 

V. 

To punch with the fist. 


tunny! 

adv. 

Very (quiet, placid, calm); 

cf. sanyi. 

tu 'nya 

V. 

To give money to a drummer 
for drumming. 


tunto 

adv. 

Very (much); 

cf. nyasasanyi. 

tuntuny! 

adv. 

Heavily; 

cf. tiny!. 

tunyi 

adv. 

Very (placid, calm, smooth); 

cf. sanyi. 

tuny! 

adv. 

Very (much), as smoke or 
dust rising; 

cf. hunyi. 

tuny! 

adv. 

Heavily; 

cf. jinyi. 

tun 'ye 

V. 

To name; to mention by 
name. 


tun yeka 

V. 

To tidy up; to set in order; 

cf. ku, tadzu. 

tun zunma 

V. 

To support; to back up. 


tura 

n. 

Arab; 

cf. larabawa. 

turabi 

n. 

System of divining by 
numerals; 

cf. sa. 

turare 

n. 

Perfume. 

<Hausa 

turi 

n. 

Herb, from which they 
extract a yellow dye. 

Turmeric? 

turia turiayi 

adv. 

Flatly; quickly. 

cf. kangari. 

turiki 

n. 

Stake driven into the ground 
and used to tie animals to; 

turisina 

n. 

Mount Sinai; Pat! Turisina. 


turumi 

n. 

Package; a piece; a parcel. 
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tu suna 

n. 


To name; 

cf. tu kaye. 

tup 

n. 


Review. 


tuta 

n. 


Flag; ensign; a banner. 

<Elausa 

tuta 

V. 


To cease (for the present); 

cf. cinta. 

tuti 

n. 


Cushion; a pillow. 


tuti 

V. 


To hem, as a cloth or mat. 


tuti 

V. 


To place on the head. 


tutiya 

n. 


Zinc. 


tutu 

n. 


Scraps of grass from a roof 
that is being thatched. 


tutugi 

n. 

dk 

Local beer; 

cf. ege. 

tutumpere 

n. 


Wood ashes. 


tutunti 

n. 


Dunghill; rubbish-heap. 


tutuntu 

adv. 


Exactly; accurately; 

cf. janyi. 

tutuyi 

adv. 


Very (fine); powdery. 


tuturu 

n. 


Leach. 


tutututuyi 

adv. 


Very (much, gusty, drizzly); 
refers to a mist, or dust, or 
drizzling rain. 


tututuyi 

adv. 


Very (large); 

cf. gbagbagbayi. 

tu 'wo eni 

V. 


To form a cataract on the eye. 


tuyatuyayi 

adv. 


Very (soft), i.e., a cheap 
grade. 


tuye 

V. 


To expect; to look for; to 
hope for. 


tu 'ye 

V. 


To name; 

cf. tu kaye. 

tu 'yi 

V. 


To sun. 


twa 

V. 


To trim off; 

cf. lia. 

twabaci 

num. 


Seventh. 


Twaki 

p.n. 

ti 

Rank among the court 
officers. 


twanici 

num. 


Ninth. 


twaria 

V. 


To give away; to present; to 
be liberal. 


twajl 

n. 

d 

Genital disease; gonorrhoea? 


tworwo 

adv. 


Very (long, thin). 


tya 

V. 


To be mild, as lye or 
medicine. 


tyagunnya 

V. 


To be stunted; to be dwarfed; 

cf. tasisa. 

tyakpeci 

n. 


Simpleton; 

cf. tatagi. 

tyaryagi 

adv. 


Very (bushy). 


tyaryatyaryayi 

adv. 


Very (shreddy). 


tyatya 

V. 


To attempt to stand, as a 
young child. 


tyatya 

n. 


Palm oil settlings. 


tyatyangi 

n. 

pl 

Bushy weed. 


tyatyanyi 

adv. 


Noiselessly; 

cf. sanyi. 

tyawunyi 



Used with the verb jin, to be 
quiet; to be numb; to be at 





rest. 


tya 

V. 


To be thin; to be withered. 


tyaniagi 

a. 


Thin; 

cf. kekun, tya, yi. 
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tyaniagi tyaryagi 

adv. 


Very (much); 

cf. dokun, nyasasanyi. 

U 

u 

pron. 


He; she; him; her; it; 

cf. wun, nwi. 

Ubandawaki 

p.n. 

ti 

Rank among the warriors. 


Ubandoma 

p.n. 

ti 

King's treasurer, 

the salutation for which office 
is, Dawudu. 


V 





va 

V. 


To wade through long 
stretches of water. 


va 

v. 


To be weak, as a bow or 
spring; 

cf. da. 

va 

v. 


To be guilty 


vadinni 

V. 


To urinate; 

cf. boli, va vidinni. 

vakpe 

V. 


To pounce on; 

cf. fu. 

vanyi 

adv. 


Quickly; rapidly. 


vata 

n. 

go 

Shallow calabash, used for 
carrying loads and washing 
clothes in. 


vatsworwo 

v. 


To pour; to fall, in torrents. 


va vidinni 

V. 


To urinate; 

cf. boli. 

vaya 

v. 


To be played out; to be run 
down; 

cf. bo. 

vi- 

aff. 


Reduplicating prefix for 
verbs with initial, va, vo. 


vianyi 

adv. 


Quickly; rapidly; 

cf. vanyi. 

vyawun viawungi 

a. 


Small; little. 


vidinni 

n. 

bf 

Urine; 

cf. boli. 

vidinnika 

n. 

d 

Disease of the bladder which 
causes blood to appear in the 

Schistosomiasis 




urine. 


vinyi 

a. 


Straight; 

cf. fifigi, gboro. 

VO 

V. 


To hush; to lull; 

cf. ta. 

VO 

V. 


To deceive; to fool; 

cf. ta. 

VO 

V. 


To rot; to decay; to 
decompose. 


voda 

n. 

go 

Drinking calabash with a 

cf. evo. 




cover; 


vogagi 

n. 

t 

Tree species. 


vokpa 

n. 

bp 

Knee. 


vokpa gulu 

n. 

g 

Grass species with a thistle¬ 
like head; 

cf. eti gaku. ‘vulture’s knee’ 

vonkpara 

n. 


Potsherd; dustpan; a sherd. 


vosa 

n. 


Calabash used in traditional 
worship to libate; cf. kara. 


votsu 

n. 

go 

Unripe gourd; gourd which 

cf. tsutsunu. 


has not been opened; 
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vovo 

n. 


Swill-place. 


vowonta 

n. 


Refuse-place. 


voya 

v 


To deceive; to get away 
from; 

cf. VO. 

vu 

aff. 


Initial reduplication prefix for 
verbs with initial syllable, vo. 


vudunu 

n. 


Nail; claw. 


vuga 

a. 


Wide; 

cf. buga. 

vugu 

n. 


Missile; boomerang. 


vun 

aff. 


Initial reduplication prefix for 
verbs with initial syllable, 





vun. 


& 

vu 

v. 


To grope about; to wander 
about; to swing about. 


vu 

v. 


To mix. 


vu 

v. 


To spoil; to ruin; 

cf. nyi. 

vu 

n. 


Meat; flesh; 

cf. naka. 

vu 

v. 


To be very white. 


vu 

v. 


To scorch; 

cf. nya. 

vuboku 

v. 


To be pure white. 


vudoyi 

adv. 


Very (muddy, dirty). 


vuga 

v. 


To pass over. 


VUgl 

v. 


To plunder; to loot. 


vula 

a. 


Empty. 


vunavuna 

a. 


Senseless; 

cf. felanla. 

vunu 

v. 

fa 

To hoe or weed between the 
standing com; 

cf. katsa. 

vunu 

a. 


Hollow; 

cf. foto, guj'e. 

vwonyi 

adv. 


Widely; completely. 


vwonyi 

adv. 


Soundly; 

cf. fwonyi. 


W 




wa 

V. 

To want; to desire; to need; 
to wish. 


wa 

V. 

To put forth; to take out; to 
extract; to lay (egg). 


wa 

V. 

To leap; to jump; to hop; 

cf. fu. 

wa 

V. 

To scratch; to scrape. 

cf. gban. 

wa 

V. 

To unravel; to strip off; 

wa 

V. 

To fail; to get thin; 

cf. keku. 

wada 

V. 

To leave (moorings), as a 
boat or train. 


wadza 

n. 

Leather fringe; trimmings; 
trappings. 


wadzu 

V. 

To slap (in the face); 

cf. gbadzu 

wa dzu 

V. 

To deliver; to put forth; to 
pull out. 


wa ’fa 

V. 

To shed a skin. 


wafuru 

V. 

To jump; to leap; 

cf. yifuru. 

waga 

n. 

Pannier. 
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waga 

a. 


Large; 

cf. hagakoyi. 

wagayi 

adv. 


Very (thin). 


wagegegi 



See wakekegi. 


wagiwagi 

a. 


Drizzling; 

cf. kpangi. 

wagiwagi 

a. 


Lukewarm; 

cf. tin 'fe. 

wagu 

n. 


Equal; 

cf. yejun. 

wa gwa 

V. 


To keep the hand out of; to 
leave alone. 


wa gwa 

V. 


To stop; to quit; to complete; 

cf. cinta. 

wajibi 

a. 


Forced; 

cf. tile. 

wa 'ka 

V. 


To single out; to set apart; to 
distinguish. 


waka 

n. 


Monster. 


wakajl 

n. 


Local cheese sold by the 

Fulbe 

<Hausa 

Waka tsula 

p.n. 

ti 

Salutation for the rank, 

Somaji. 


wakekegi 

n. 

b 

Bird species. 


wakungi 

a. 


Small; little. 


wa kula wa 'sa 

n. 

b 

Prairie-fowl. 


wakuwakugi 

n. 

b 

Prairie-fowl. 

See wa kula wa 'sa. 

waliyanyi 

adv. 


Very (many, much); 

cf. nyasasanyi. 

wala 

n. 


Trouble; distress; agony; 
anguish; affliction; calamity. 


walami 

n. 

pl 

Plant which is eaten as 





greens. 


walawalayi 

adv. 


Everywhere; 

cf. warawarayi. 

wa lo 

V. 


To go after, a thing or person. 


wa ’mi 

V. 


To cut the first or milk teeth. 


vvami 

n. 


Information. 


wana 

a. 


Ownerless. 


wance 

n. 


So-and-so; 

cf. wani. 

wandororogi 

n. 

f 

Fish species; 

cf. kpandororogi. 

Wangala 

p.n. 

tm 

Tribal mark; sub-tribe of the 
Hausa. 


wangi 

a. 


Good; nice; fine; real; 
human. 


want 

n. 


So-and-so; 

cf. wance. 

waniko wanikosa 

n. 


Fear; anxiety; 

cf. dasun. 

wanke 

n. 

pd 

Glass armlets; 

cf. karawu. 

wankeregi 

n. 

b 

Bird species. 


wanko 

adv. 


Simultaneously. 


wanwanyi 



See wanko. 


wanwara 

n. 

i 

Centipede. 


wanyi 

adv. 


Very (much, many). 


wanyi 

adv. 


Fifeless; numb. 


wanyi 

adv. 


Quickly; sharply. 


wara 

a. 


Straight; 

cf. gboro. 

wara 

a. 


Fong; thin. 


wara 

a. 


Foose; open; separate. 


wara 

n. 

f 

Fish species. 


waraka 

n. 


Page of a book. 
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warami 

n. 

pl 

Herb used to make sauce. 


waranji 

adv. 


Simultaneously; 

cf. wanko. 

warawarayi 

adv. 


Everywhere; 

cf. bagabagayi. 

warawarayi 

adv. 


Steadily. 


wari 

n. 

hu 

Overhead spear trap; 

cf. ekpako. 

warika 

a. 


Aged; old; 

cf. nusa. 

warika 

n. 


Single sheet of paper of 
official size; one half of 

tabaka. 


wasa 

n. 

ch 

Medicine for snake bites; a 
charm. 


wasa 

n. 


Desolation. 


wasa 

a. 


Crumbly. 


wasandamace 

n. 

sa 

Salutation for the king of the 
drummers. 


wasawasa 

n. 

fo 

Southern food made from the 
peel of yams incorporated in 
yam flesh and then crumbled. 

<? Yoruba 

wajl 

n. 

dk 

Beer. 


Waji 

p.n. 

ti 

Salutation for the ranks, 

Somaji, Nda wu3itsu. 


waji 

a. 


Untidy. 


watawata 

a. 


Untidy; slovenly; 

cf. swakwa. 

wa vudunnu 

V. 


To scratch; to claw. 


wawa 

n. 

P 

Fool; idiot. 

<Hausa 

wawa 

a. 


Loose; untidy; slovenly. 


wawagi 

a. 


Small; little; 

cf. sisangi. 

wawayi 

adv. 


Gustily; sharply. 


wawanyi 

adv. 


Very (much, many). 


wawuyanyi 

adv. 


Very (untidy, slovenly); 

cf. wawa. 

waya 

V. 


To jump and fillip the arm 
against the side; 

cf. kungbara. 

waye 

n. 


Play; amusement; 

cf. edzo. 

way! 

excl. 


Exclamation of surprise. 


wayiwayi 

adv. 


Very (itchy). 


waji 

n. 


Preaching; 

cf. wazun. 

wazun 

n. 


Preaching; sermon; 
discourse. 


warankaci 

n. 


Disappointment; 

cf. kankanci. 

we 

pron. 


You; thou; 

cf. wo, 'o. 

wenigi 

n. 


Button. 


weniegi 

a. 


Small. 


wo 

V. 


To feel. 


wo 

V. 


To be hot. 


wo 

V. 


To thirst. 


wo 

V. 


Can; to be able; 

cf. wo. 

wo 

V. 


To hear; to feel; taste; to 
smell. 


wo 

V. 


To be dry. 


wo 

pron. 


Y ou;thou; 

cf. we, 'o. 

wo 

V. 


To pay (as a debt). 


wo 

V. 


To sacrifice 
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wo 

V. 


To draw out, of a vessel or 
the water; to rescue. 


wo 

V. 


To be able; 

cf. ye. 

woba 

n. 

fr 

Nut like a kola nut, it 
becomes very slimy when 
eaten. 


woba 

n. 


Altar or place of sacrifice; 

cf. enyawoba. 

wobi 

n. 


Misfortune; an unfortunate 
person; 

cf. asara. 

woce 

n. 


Trade; barter; commerce; 

cf. cewo. 

woda 

n. 


One half of a sheet of paper 
foolscap size; 

cf. warika. 

cf. sunda, edawo. 

woda 

n. 


To fear; 

wodari 

n. 


Length of cotton for a loom. 


wofe 

V. 


To be cold; to be chilled; to 
feel the cold; 

cf. wo. 

wofi 

n. 


Reel inside a shuttle. 


wofi 

a. 


Useless; vain; worthless; 

cf. banza. 

wogba 

n. 


To have a wasting disease; 

cf. egba, wo. 

wogba 

n. 


Small mound thrown up at 
the junction of two roads. 


wogba 

n. 

w 

Waves; ripples; 

cf. gungba, kingbagba. 

wogbo 

n. 


Salutation for the rank, 

Nimwoye. 


wogi 

n. 


To be arrogant; to be 
conceited; 

cf. gaga. 

wogiri 

n. 

wp 

Shield made from the hide of 
a buffalo; 

cf. kukele. 

wogokoyi 

adv. 


Very (thin). 


wokati 

n. 


Time; 

cf. kami. 

wokubamba 

n. 

sa 

Salutation for the rank, 

Nimwoye. 


wola 

V. 


To be finished; to be 
completed; 

cf. zo. 

wolaha 

n. 


About 7 a.m. 


wolahi 

excl. 


Oath, By God. 


wolefa 

n. 


Beginning; 

cf. mafari. 

woli 

n. 

is 

Saint; a holy man; an order in 
the Muslim faith; also said of 
one who is inoffensive. 


wolima 

n. 

is 

Festival or ceremony for the 
dead eight days after death; 
also for one who has 
completed his studies in the 
Koran. 


wona 

V. 


To be hot; to be warm; 

cf. wo. 

wona...na 

adv. 


As; thus; 

cf. kendona. 

wo naka 

V. 


To be spirited; to be full of 
life; to be fiery. 


wondona...na 

adv. 


As; thus; 

cf. kendona. 

wontayi 

adv. 


Flatly. 


wo 'nya 

V. 

tr 

To sacrifice to a shrine; 

cf. wo. 
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wonya 

n. 

fo 

Prepared foods. 


wonyi 

adv. 


Completely; 

cf. kponyi. 

wonyi 

n. 


Buzzing sensation in the ear; 

cf. tukpa elewu, lewu. 

wonyi 

n. 


Cracking or crashing sound. 


wonwonyi 

n. 


Sound of clapping of hands. 


woriki 

n. 


Leather apron. 


woriwori 

n. 

i 

Yam weevil. 


woro 

a. 


Thin. 


woro 

n. 

fo 

Groundnut oil; 

cf. roro. 

woro 

a. 


New. 


worogbe 

n. 


Undertakes; (not well known 
now); 

cf. goro. 

worongi 

n. 

f 

Small fish. 


woroworo 

n. 


Noise of a market. 


wosa 

V. 


To feel; to hear; 

cf. sa, sawo, wo. 

wosali 

n. 


Vowels in Arabic writing. 


wosika 

n. 


Letter. 


wojewojegi 

a. 


Small (as leaves). 


wojlwojigi 

n. 

b 

Whistling teal. 


wotakila 

adv. 


Perhaps; 

cf. ko, wun aba. <Hausa 

wotso 

pron. 


Yourself; thyself. 


wo 'tswa 

V. 


Smell (a stench). 


wowogi 

n. 


Make of cloth with an open 
mesh; 

cf. zungi. 

wowogi 

n. 


Crumbs of fried cake. 


wowokpa 

n. 

VC 

Vendors' call for ground¬ 
nuts. 


woya 

V. 


To pierce. 


woziri 

n. 

ti 

Vizier, 

the salutation for which office 
is, Dawudu. 

W031 

n. 


Yam heaps. 


won 

V. 


Original meaning of this 
word is to catch, but it has a 
very extensive usage; to grab; 
to capture; to lay hold on; to 
be pregnant; to light; to scald; 
to adhere to; to arrest. 


won bayeko 

V.p. 


to mould. 


wonda 

V. 


Gather together; to be tidy; to 
be orderly. 


w 5 n 'fe 

V. 


to be cold; to shiver; 

cf. wofe. 

wonfe 

V. 


to be homesick; to pine for; 

also, wonfemi;cf. efemi. 

wonfugi 

V. 


to be quiet, as one heavy 
hearted. 


won gi 

V. 


to overcome; to plunder; to 
be speechless; to be 
dumbfounded. 


won go 

V. 


to tie up; to cramp. 


wongun 

V. 


to climb up out; to come out 
of, as a ditch. 


won gwa 

V. 


to gather up the hands; to be 
a quick worker; to gripe, as 
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the stomach. 


wonka 

V. 


to be packed down, or 
together. 


won 'ko 

V. 


to play at fighting. 


won 'mi 

V. 


to gather up, or pucker the 
mouth. 


won 'na 

V. 


to catch fire; to be ablaze; to 
be on fire. 


won nyagban 

v.p. 


to captivate the heart; to take 
hold of; to desire. 


wonpa 

V. 


to be bound up; to be huddled 
together; to be lumpy. 


wonjl 

V. 


to be stout; to be fleshy; to be 
corpulent. 


w 5 n 'ti 

V.p. 


to shave the head. 


won 'ya a go 3m 

excl. 


Salutation for the rank, Soje. 


wonye 

V. 


to be quick eyed; to be bright. 


wonyi 

V. 


to be dizzy; 

cf. eyi. 

woncin 

V. 


To be large; to be big; to be 
great. 


woncin 

n. 


Master; lord; 

cf. lerama. 

woncinko 

a. 


Large; great; big; enormous. 


wongaci 

n. 

t 

Tree species. 


wonjin 

a. 

CO 

Yellow; orange. 


wongi 

n. 

b 

Darter or snake bird. 


wSnniawonnyayi 

adv. 


Senselessly. 


wonniengi 

n. 

m 

Otter. 


wonswa 

V. 


To excuse; to pardon. 


wu 

aff. 


Reduplicating prefix for 
verbs with initial, wa, wo, 





wu. 


wu 

V. 


To teach; to show; to explain; 
to direct; to instruct. 


wu 'gban 

V.p. 


to teach sense; 

cf. egban. 

wu 'gban 

V.p. 


to make public; 

cf. egban. 

wugwa 

V. 


to salute, by waving the arm 
in the air. 


wu 

V. 


To thrash; to beat; 

cf. wulu. 

wu 

V. 


To kill; to murder; to slay; to 
execute; to abolish; to cancel; 
to annul. 


wu 'ba 

V. 


To guide; to lead; to show the 
way. 


wubiwubiyi 

adv. 


Very (untidy, tangled). 


wuce 

n. 


Help; aid; assistance; 

cf. cewu. 

wuci 

n. 

t 

Tree species. 


wuda 

n. 


goat or sheep of two colours. 


wufi 

n. 


Shoes; slippers; 

cf. eda. 

wuja 

n. 


Reason; excuse; cause; hence 
wealth; 

cf. sarati. 

wulawulayi 

adv. 


Everywhere; 

cf. fulafulayi. 

wulegi 

n. 


Very bad form of 
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rheumatism. 


wulu 

V. 


To thrash; to beat; to flog. 


wu mada 

V. 


To starve; to fast. 


wun 



Initial reduplication prefix for 
verbs with initial syllable, 

wun. 


wun 

V. 


To own. 


wun 

V. 


To serve. 


wun 

pron. 


He; she; him; her; it; 

cf. u. 

wun 

V. 


To wipe. 


wun 

V. 


To swell. 


wun aba 

adv. 


Perhaps; lit. it please. 


wun abeke...na 

conj. 


If; if it be; 

cf. abeke. 

wun ayi 

conj. 


If; if it be. 


wun ayi ke...na 

conj. 


If; if it be. 


wuncin 

a. 


This; that; it; 

cf. nana. 

wundaci 

n. 

V 

Vine species. 


wunga 

pron. 


Emphatic that; it. 


wunko 

n. 


Court. 


Wunkoci 

wunkpa 

p.n. 

ti 

Rank among native princes, 

the salutation for which is, 

Boku3i. 

V. 


To be long; to be high; to be 
tall. 



wuntso 

pron. 


Himself; herself; itself. 


wunya 

V. 


To inform; to make known; 
to show a matter. 


wunyi 

adv. 


Buzzy. 


wunyi 

n. 


Rumbling noise of a house 
falling; 

cf. hunyi. 

wura 

n. 

yc 

Yam cultivar. 


wuregi 



See wulegi. 


wuri 

a. 


One; 

cf. zun. 

wuri 

n. 


Commons; an open space; 

cf. fili. 

wuria 

n. 

da 

He-goat. 


wuriabia 

n. 

an 

Red ant; 

cf. zunzungi. 

wuriawuriagi 

a. 


Narrow. 


wurayi wuria yi 

adv. 


Completely. 


wuru 

adv. 


Disorderly; everywhere. 


wuru 

n. 

cr 

Shell of freshwater mollusc 


wuru 

n. 


Cap or top of a grass roof. 


wuru 

adv. 


Uncountable. 


wuru 

n. 


Shade; shadow; shelter; sect. 


wuru 

adv. 


Everywhere; 

cf. wuru. 

wurudi 

n. 


Prayer; devotion; 

cf. sala. 

wurugi 

a. 


Small; 

cf. tetengi. 

wnrnmi 

n. 


Sect; persuasion; 

cf. tarika. 

wurungi 

n. 


game like hide-and-seek. 


wuru nupe 

n. 


Salutation for the rank, Nda 

lile. 


wurunyebo 



See wurungi. 


wuruwuruyi 

adv. 


Everywhere; disorderly; 

cf. fulafidayi. 

wuruwuruyi 

adv. 


Very (small); 

cf. wuru. 
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wuf 

excl. 

Expression of contempt. 


wuti 

n. 

Screeching; the yelling; 

cf. tiwu. 

wu 'ti 

V. 

To end; 

cf. zoti. 

wutsu 

n. 

Yam cultivar. 


wutuwutu 

a. 

Untidy; slovenly. 


wutuwutu 

n. 

Fog; mist; cloud. 


wuya 

v.c. 

Used with the verb jin, to be 
difficult; 

cf. zo. 

wu 'ya 'lii gi 

n. 

sa Salutation common to all 
hunters. 


wuyawu 

V. 

To patch or repair a roof. 


wuye 

V. 

To be cruel; to be brutal; to 
be hard hearted. 


wuyeye 

V. 

To show off. 


wu 'za wu 'na 

n. 

Salutation for the rank, Kuta. 


wu 'za kpe na 

n. 

Salutation for the rank, Kuta. 


wuzubi 

n. 

Desire; 

cf. aniya. 

wuzuri 

n. 

Business; 

cf. bukata 

wu3i 

n. 

Slave; captive; attendant; 
bondservant; slavery; 
bondage; captivity. 



Y 




ya 

V. 


Begin; commence; cf. ca. 

ya 

V. 


To bend; to stoop; to arch; to 
bow. 

ya 

V. 


To smart. 

ya 

V. 


To swoop; to alight, as a bird. 

ya 

V. 


To put away; to cast off; to 
leave; to lose; to forsake; to 
abolish; to divorce. 

ya 

V. 


To give. 

ya 

prop. 


For; to. 

ya 

n. 


To gin; cf. dza 

yaba 

n. 


Dumping place. 

yaba 

V. 


To close to; to shut to. 

yaba 

n. 


Starting point. 

yaba 

V. 


To step aside; to give way; to 
give place to. 

yaba 

n. 

fr 

Banana. 

yaba anasara 


fr 

a thin sweet banana. 

yaba ajiti 



Banana is bearing. 

yaba bekogi 


fr 

a short, stubby banana. 

yaba cigban 


fr 

Banana tree. 

yabagi 



See tasabi yabagi. 

yabako 


fr 

Plantain. 

yaba kwatiangi 



See yaba bekogi. 

yaba tsuntsunnu 


fr 

green or unripe bananas. 

yadi 

n. 


Gristle. 

yagba 

n. 


Yoruba subgroup living on 
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the south bank of the Niger 
north of Kabba. 


yagbata 

n. 


Floor or deck of a boat. 


yagbe 

n. 

w 

Rise in the river after it has 
fallen. 


yagbeyaji 



Applied to anything that will 
endure for years. 


yagi 

n. 


Grandchild. 


yahwo 

a. 


Large. 

cf. talonci. 

yaji 

n. 


Poverty; 

yaka 

n. 

c 

Red pepper. 


yaka 

n. 


Small canoe attached to the 
end of a seine net. 


yakace 

a. 


Old; of long standing. 


yakayakayi 

adv. 


Glitteringly. 


yakayi 

adv. 


Very (stiff from leaning 
over). 


yaKyadya 

n. 


Rank among the upper 

the salutation for which is 




Kyadya, 

Dodondawa. 

yakpara 

n. 


Gunnel of a boat; 

cf. eya. 

yakpe 

V. 


To be stooped; to be bent 





over. 


yakpe 

V. 


To trust; to lean on; to 
depend on; to look to. 


yaku 

n. 

d 

Disease among infants which 
hinders them from drinking. 


yakun 

n. 


Doorway; entrance. 


yala 

conj. 


Whether. 


yali3i 

n. 


Family; relations. 


yama 

sal. 


Salutation for the rank, 

Kpotun. 


yami 

V. 


To give out a law; to 
command. 


yami 

n. 


Bow of a boat; 

cf. eya. 

ya mi min jin ke be ya we 

V. 


Lend; loan; 

cf. aro. 

yanya 

adv. 


Y early; 

cf. eya. 

yanya 

adv. 


Exactly; 

cf. janyi. 

ya'nya tu 

V. 


To dance, throwing each 
other up in the air, as young 
girls play. 


yapa 

V. 


To lean; 

cf. kpetso. 

yapa 

V. 


To fold over; 

cf. ya. 

yara 

V. 


To be longer. 


yara 

n. 


Shoal. 


yarayarayi 

adv. 


Very (salty, sour). 


yaran 

a. 

CO 

Yellow; 

cf. wonjin. 

yaswayi 

adv. 


Very (many). 


yatsun 

V. 


To transfer; to pass on, as a 
load; 

cf. ce yatsun. 

yavun 

a. 


Naked; bare. 


yawo 

n. 


Bride. 


yawo lawogi 

n. 


Tree species. 
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yaya 

V. 


To yawn. 


Yaya 

p.n. 


John the Baptist. 


yaya 

n. 


Superior; elder; senior. 


yayayi 

adv. 


Sparklingly; brightly. 


yaye 

V. 


To lay about; to lounge 
about; to sit with. 


yaye 

V. 


To gape; to be stupid. 


yaye 

V. 


To lose sight of. 


yaye 

V. 


To countenance; to favour; 
lit. to give eye to. 


yayi 

n. 

r 

Very large turtle. 


yayi 

adv. 


Brightly; 

cf. yayayi. 

yayisa 

n. 


Bracelet worn by a Nupe 
king. 


y» 3 i 

n. 


Medicine made from spices 
and used as a stimulant. 

<Hausa 

yazundaci 

n. 


Friend; 

cf. eya. 

yazun 

n. 


Stem of a boat; 

cf. eya. 

yazunma 

n. 


Bottom of a boat; 

cf. eya. 

ye 

V. 


To suckle; to nurse. 


ye 

V. 


To consent; to confess; to 
admit; to acknowledge; to be 
willing. 


ye 

V. 


To be fit; to be able. 


ye 

V. 


To be intelligible; to be clear 
to. 


ye 

V. 


To answer; to reply (when 
called). 


ye 

V. 


To think; 

cf. yega. 

ye 

V. 


To sprain; 

cf. ba. 

ye 

pron. 


You; ye. 


ye 

pref. 


Re; again; 

this prefix can be used with a 
great many verbs. 

yeba 

n. 


Wink; a blink; a minute. 


yeba 

V. 


To approach; to close in; to 





come near. 


ye 'be 

V. 


To nurse; 

cf. ye. 

yebe 

n. 


Brow-beating; 

cf. beye. 

ye be 'mi ka a 

excl. 

VC 

Vendors' call for ground¬ 

lit. will you not perfume your 




nuts; 

breath? 

yebo 

V. 


To love; to like. 


yebo 

n. 


Thankfulness. 


yebo 

n. 


Blindness. 


yece 

n. 


Neglect; 

cf. ceye. 

yeci 

n. 


Name; 

cf. eye, kaye, suna. 

yeci 

adv. 


Long time. 


yecln 

n. 


Eyeing; 

cf. cinye. 

ye 'em da 

V. 


To sniffle. 


yeda 

n. 


Tameness; 

cf. daye. 

yeda 

n. 


Faith; belief; consent; 
willingness; permission. 


yeda 

n. 


Attention; care; watching. 
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yedin 

n. 


Hastening; the hurrying; 

cf. dinye. 

yedzu 

n. 


Punishment; redness of eyes; 

cf. dzuye. 

yega 

V. 


Should. 


yega 

V. 


To suppose; to think; did not; 
is not. 


ye 'ga ga 

V. 


To repeat a word; to 
interpret. 


yegba 

n. 


Contempt; abasement; insult; 
despising. 


yegban 

n. 


Loneliness; 

cf. yesa. 

yegboro 

prep. 


Before; in front; ahead; 
against; 

cf. yita. 

yegi 

n. 


Brother or sister, in religion, 
tribe, age, home, relation or 
brotherhood. 


yegi katsa 

n. 


Seconds from katsa gruel. 


yegi guba 

n. 

t 

Tree species, 

also sanda. 

yegi mawale 

n. 


Cryptic word for hunger; 

cf. egi gatsa, mada. 

yegi yawo 

n. 


Bride's maid. 


yegoga 

n. 


Substitute; 

cf. goyega. 

yegun 

n. 


Forehead; brow. 


yegun 

n. 


Pity; compassion; mercy; 
sympathy. 


yeji 

n. 


Describing; 

cf. jiye. 

ye jin 

V. 


To re-do; to mend; to repair; 
to adjust; to correct; 

cf. ye. 

yejin 

n. 


Showing off; 

cf. jinye. 

yeka 

n. 


Eyeing; 

cf. kaye. 

yeka 

a. 


Wonderful. 


yeka 

n. 


Bewilderment; 

cf. kaye. 

yekarala 

n. 


Gluttony. 

cf. kaye. 

yeka 

n. 


Partition; a mask; a rivet; 

yeka 

V. 


To gather together; to 
assemble; to collect. 


yekatun 

n. 


Arranging; the tidying up; 

cf. tunyeka. 

yeka 

n. 


Forwardness. 


yeko 

n. 


Road; way; door-way. 


yeko 

n. 


Notch; a gash; the piece cut 
out. 


yeko 

a. 


Damp; cool; 

cf. da. 

yekofu 

n. 


Coolness; dampness; 

cf. fuyeko. 

yekodangi 

n. 


Staring; 

cf. cln yekodangi. 

yekondunnu 

n. 


Eyeing; also; 

cf. cln yekondunnu. 

yekontsu 

n. 


Door-mat. 


yekopinpinci 

n. 


Alley; a narrow way. 


yekosa 

n. 


Junction; a division of roads. 


yekosundangi 

n. 

V 

Jumblebeads; cats’ eyes 

Abrus precatorius. 

yekozadaci 

n. 


Pedestrian; a foot traveller. 


ye kpa 

V. 


To break off the stem by 
twisting. 


yekpa 

n. 


Thought; consideration. 


yekpara 

n. 


Clear. 
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yekpe 

n. 


Knowing; 

cf. kpeye. 

yekpe 

n. 


Opening out; the 
interpretation; 

cf. kpeye. 

yelaci 

n. 


One who stares with both 
eyes open as in astonishment; 

cf. laye. 

yele 

n. 


Seeing. 


yele 

n. 


Relatives by marriage (to the 
man only); 

cf. bayiwo. 

yeli 

n. 


Morrow. 


yeliyeli 

adv. 


Daily; every day; day after 
day. 


yelo 

n. 


Boldness; pride. 


yema 

n. 


Art; talent; wisdom; sense; 
understanding. 


yemi 

V. 


To twitch or twist the mouth, 





as in scorn. 


yena 

V. 


To warm by a fire. 

cf. koyena. 

yenako 

n. 


Procrastination; 

yengi 

n. 

c 

Garden egg; eggplant 

Solanum incanum. 

yenu yenuda 

n. 


Being accustomed to; the 
tameness; 

cf. daye, dayenu. 

yenu 

n. 


Looking sad; 

cf. nuye. 

ye nuwan 

V. 


To drown. 


ye nyagban jin 

V. 


To quiet the heart; 

cf. ye. 

yepa 

n. 


Chariness; 

cf. paye. 

ye 'o lo 3m 

excl. 


Goodbye till you return. 


ye '0 ya lo 

excl. 


Goodbye. 


yere 

n. 


Mesh; perforation. 


yere 

a. 


Striped; spotted; marked; 
dappled. 


yeremiyeremi yerengi 

n. 

b 

Bird. 


yerenkpe 

n. 


Nettle. 


yerenkpe 

n. 


Salutation for the rank, 

Somasun. 


yereyere 

adv. 


Very (dry). 

cf. yegban. 

yesa 

n. 


Loneliness; 

yeJ< 

n. 


Night. 


yefi 

n. 


Bribe; the bribing; 

cf. Jlye. 

yefi 

n. 


Peeping; 

cf. Jiye. 

yep 

V. 


To change position in sitting; 

cf. ye. 

yejijiri 

n. 


Said of the moon when it 
does not come up until after 
dark. 


yeJlvejigi 

n. 


Small red insect that breeds 
in standing water. 


ye suna 

V. 


To speak about oneself. 


yetasoro 

n. 


Salutation for the office, 

Ladan. 


yeteyeteyi 

a. 


Senseless; 

cf. batarama. 

yetu 

n. 


Hope; trust; expectancy; 

cf. tuye. 

yetso 

pron. 


Yourselves. 


yewo 

n. 


Capital; money to begin 
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yewona...na 

adv. 

trading with. 

Thus; as; 

cf. kendona. 

yewondona...na 

adv. 

Thus; as; 

cf. kendona. 

yewon 

n. 

Shaipness; shrewdness; 

cf. wonye. 

yewu 

n. 

Cruelty; hard-heartedness. 


yeya 

n. 

Lounging about; the sitting 

cf. yaye. 

yeya 

n. 

with; 

Countenancing; the giving 

cf. yaye. 

yeya 

n. 

eye to; 

Stupidity; the gaping; 

cf. yaye. 

yeye 

n. 

Health; 

cf. lafiya. 

yeye 

V. 

To extol oneself; 

cf. ye suna. 

yeye 

V. 

To be fat; to be plump; to be 


yeye 

V. 

filled out. 

To squint or twitch the nose 


yeyeyi 

adv. 

in scorn. 

Brisky. 

cf. zunyecimbo. 

yezagowo 

n. 

Brazen facedness; 

yezun 

n. 

Equal; 

cf. tsara. 

yi 

y> 

V. 

Reduplicating prefix for 
verbs with initial, ya, ye, yi. 

To steal; to plunder; 

cf. gba gwa. 

y> 

adv. 

Still. 


y> 

V. 

To be thin; to be slender. 


y> 

V. 

To blow on. 


y» 

pron. 

We; us; our. 


yi 

V. 

To press. 


yi 

V. 

To accompany. 


-yi 

aff. 

Euphonic affix attached to 


yi 

V. 

certain adjectives making 
them adverbs. 

To be; 

cf. jin. 

yi 

V. 

To call. 


yi 

V. 

To sip; to draw up. 

cf. dangi. 

yiali 

n. 

Family; relative; 

yidi 

n. 

is Mosque or prayer place 


yidzufagi 

n. 

outside a town, visited during 
the Feasts. 

Window; 

cf. zufa. 

yi 'fe fi 

V. 

To whisper. 


yifi 

V. 

To gather; to pleat; to shrink; 

cf. yiku. 

yifuru 

V. 

To jump; to leap; to spring. 

cf. gajikiya. 

yiganci 

a. 

Upright; true; 

yigayigayi 

adv. 

Tightly. 


yigbe 

n. 

Theft; thieving; pilfering. 


yigbeta 

n. 

Napping; dozing; 

cf. tayigbe. 

yigidi 

n. 

Sun; the afternoon; day-light. 


yigidi agun 'gbe 

n.p. 

Sun when very hot; 

lit. the sun is ready for a chase. 

yigidi ala be 

ap. 

the sun has burst forth. 


yigidi ala ba kata 

ap. 

the sun is shining on the 


yigidi etsa bisa 

n.p. 

house. 

Sun when it is very hot, and 

lit. the sun is playing the 
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heat waves are seen rising; 

zither. 

yigidi awon 'tswa 

n-p. 


eclipse of the moon. 


yigidi ebe fi etswa 

n.p. 


the moon is reflecting the 





sun. 


yfgiya 

n. 

wv 

Skein of thread measured out 
for a loom. 


yikaci 

n. 

wv 

Shuttle or stick on which the 
thread is wound to weave a 

net. 


yikere 

n. 


Dry season; November to 
April. 


viko 

n. 


Power; authority; ability; 
permission. 


yiko 

n. 


Whistling. 


yiko 

n. 


Loose cereal grains that fall 
out of a bundle or head of 





corn. 


yikpakpagi 

n. 


Gullet. 


yikpara 



See yekpara. 


yiku 

V. 


To shrink; to draw up. 


yikunci 

n. 


Authority; ability; power, 
such as one receives from 
another; 

cf. yiko. 

yikunnu 

n. 

fi¬ 

Fruit of the oil palm. 


yikunnuci ajlti 

n-p- 


Oil palm is bearing. 


yikunnu cendzun 

n.p. 


Green oil palm kernel. 


yikunnu dzungi 

n.p. 


Young fronds of the oil palm. 


yikunnu kpara 

n.p. 


Shell of the oil palm nut 
which is burnt and used to 
make lye. 


yikunnu tika 

n.p. 


Head of palm nuts. 


yikunnu tsakpa 

n.p. 


Ripe oil palm kernels, as sold 
to the trading companies. 


yikunnu dzuru 

n.p. 


the rank of the chief of Yeti. 


yikunnu kparagi 

n.p. 

sh 

Small bush. 


yikunnu kpota 

n.p. 

t 

Coconut palm and fruit. 


yikuru 

n. 

fo 

Com flour. 


yila 

n. 

fr 

Fruit of the yilanci tree. 


yilanci 

n. 

t 

Tree with a pear-shaped fruit. 


yilanci lati 

n. 

t 

Yila tree in the bush. 


yila 

n. 


Madness; 

cf. dzuyila. 

yipa 

a. 


Warm; hot; 

cf. bipa, wona. 

Vi-re 

adv. 


Still; 

cf. yi. 

viri 

n. 


Kind; species; breed. 


yirigi 

a. 


Small. 


yiringi 

a. 


Small; mean. 


yisa 

n. 

fo 

Food made from com, 
usually dissolved in water 
and drunk. 


yisabi 

n. 


Computation of numbers 
(arithmetic); a divining; 

cf. jikana. 

yisakagi 

n. 


Forenoon, from about 7 to 10 
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a.m. 


yisakongoci 

n. 

t 

Tree species. 


yisakun 

n. 


Potsherd; pieces of old pots 
used in pounding floors. 


yisa 

n. 


Granary, made of grass or 
mats; 

cf. edo. 

yisambara 

n. 


Potsherd; 

cf. yisakun. 

yisogi 

a. 


Thin; lean. 


yifigi 

n. 


Bam or hoot owl. 


yijirininya 

n. 


Carol. 


vita 

prep. 


Before; in front; 

cf. yegboro. 

yita 

n. 


To draw up; 

cf. yiku. 

yitsa 

n. 


Rank among native princes. 


yitso 

pron. 


Ourselves. 


yiwara 

n. 


Sauce made with flour and 
water and put over boiled 
beans. 


yiwo 

a. 


Female; used idiomatically 
for half cook on a gun; 

cf. eba, bindiga. 

yiyaka 

n. 


Limit; 

cf. nugun. 

yiyakpe 

n. 


Faith; 

cf. yakpe. 

yiza 

n. 


One of the sixty divisions of 
the Koran. 


yi 'za 

V. 


To accompany on a journey; 
to have two loads and carry 
one for a short distance and 
then go back for the other, 
and in this way to carry both 
along together. 


y»3e 

n. 


Inhabited world; 

cf. kin. 

yi3egi 

n. 

pl 

Weed species. 


yomini 

n. 

tx 

Trade cloth. 


yonyi 

adv. 


Very (large, open). 
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Z 





za 

V. 


To wander; to go about; to go 
abroad; 

cf. ceka. 

za 

V. 


To rub on; 

cf. zun, gbo. 

'za 



See eza. 


Zaba 

n. 


Rank among the non- 

the salutation for which is, 




Muslims, 

Ezo. 

zabadi 

n. 


Said of one who talks to 
himself; 

cf. zadi. 

zabo 

n. 

tx 

Blue and white striped native 
cloth. 


zaboyeko 

n. 


Zabo cloth in a large design. 


Zadi 

p.n. 


Old custom of taking a little 
of every kind of food and 
leaving it under some tree in 
the fields, and then all run 
home; a shrine; 

cf. zabadi. 

zagagi 

n. 

fo 

Food made from very 
coarsely ground com. 


'za gbako kento 

n. 

t 

Tree species. 


zagban 

n. 


Delay; 

cf. gban, 3inkiri. 

zaginzagi 

n. 


Cannibal. 


zaka 

n. 


Small wooden measure, 

used to measure com given to 
the mallams as their share or 
tenth. 

zakanzalugi 

n. 


Tramp; gadabout. 


zaka ke3e 

n. 


Salutation for Tsowa, Gabi 
Tsowa. 


zaki 

n. 


Lion (Hausa); 

Salutation for Madiwu. 

Salutation for a king; cf. 

agaba, gaba. 

zakiyebo 

n. 



zana 

n. 

mt 

Coarse grass fence mat; 

cf. tsiimpa. <Hausa 

zana 

n. 


Layman; an inexperienced 
person. 


zanci 

n. 

t 

Tree species. 


zara 

n. 

wp 

Lance; 

cf. pere. 

zarazarayi 

adv. 


Very (long); 

cf. dara. 

zasa 

n. 


Idol; image; picture; photo. 


zatsuci 

n. 


Dead person. 


zawan 

adv. 


About 11 a.m. 


zayegba 

n. 


Despiser; one despised; 


zayegbata 

n. 


Loafers' bench. 


zayezaye 

adv. 


Singly; separately; just a few; 





one, one. 


za 

V. 


To rise; to swell; to flood, as 
the river. 


za 

V. 


To be too much; to be 
greater. 


zabira 

n. 

hg 

Saddle bag. 


zabuka 

n. 

hg 

Saddle pads. 


zabura 

n. 


Psalms of David and the 
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books of the Prophets. 


zafaran 

n. 


Yellow powder used to make 
ink. 


zagayi 

adv. 


Very (long, tall). 


zamba 

n. 


Mischief; 

cf. egun. 

zambu 

n. 

fo 

Food made from guinea-corn. 


zanabi 

n. 

dc 

Refrain sung when a mallam 
gives a daughter away in 
marriage without the usual 
dowry. 


zanabi 

n. 


Custom among school boys. 


zanariya 

n. 

mn 

Gold. 


zanazana 

n. 


Sickness which causes one to 
become foolish. 


zango 

n. 


Travelling traders' camp 
outside of a town. 

< Flausa 

zango 

n. 

is 

Stage of ten days in the Fast 
month 


zanka 

n. 

is 

Legal alms, a tenth more or 
less, given to the king and 
mallams at the close of the 

Fast of Ramadan. 


zanta 

n. 


Lye used in dye pits. 


zanyi 

a. 


Pure (Nupe). 

cf. jaraba. 

zaraba 

n. 


Passion; desire; lust; craving; 

zarafi 

n. 


Wealth; influence; 

cf. sarota. 

zaruwa 

n. 


Design in embroidery. 


zawoya 

zazafuru 

n. 


Kindness; 

cf. alheri, ceto, wangi, 
zuyara. 

n. 


Perfume. 


ze 

pron. 


Who. 


zebi 

n. 


Wretch. 


zegi 

n. 


Runner; one who goes ahead 
of a horseman. 


zere 

n. 


Threads; 

that is, when measuring out 
threads for a loom, as in 





wodari. 

zere 

V. 


Used with the verb jin, to be 
accustomed to; 

cf. daye. 

zeti 

n. 


Brand of perfume. 


zi 

aff. 


Reduplicating prefix for 
verbs with initial, za, za. 


zi 

pron. 


Who; 

cf. ze. 

ziyara 



See zawoya. 


zizakpe 

n. 


Supremacy; 

cf. za. 

zo 

V. 


To finish; to end; to 
complete; to accomplish. 


zo 

V. 


To be difficult; to be hard. 


zogun 

n. 


Sleeping mat. 


zogun aziibi 

n.p. 

mt 

expensive mat made in 
different designs. 


zogun ejl gwakpa 

n.p. 


a certain design worked in a 
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mat. 


zogun giwa 

n-p. 

mt 

mat made from coloured 

kpakpara. 


zogun hahawugi 

ap. 


a design worked in a mat. 

or kakawugi 

zogun kpakpara 

n .p. 

mt 

mat made from the 
kpakpara leaf. 


zogun kpe para ka 'ga 

zogun marufa 

n-p- 

mt 

mat made from the bark of 
guinea com stalks. 


ap. 

mt 

round mat. 


zogun nampapagi 

ap. 

mt 

mat with a spotted design. 


zogun Jelugi 

n.p. 

mt 

mat with a spotted design. 


zogun tacinda 

ap. 

mt 

a kpakpara mat coloured in 
the centre. 


zo 'gun zo 'bo 

ap. 


Said of a goat when given as 

lit. it ends sickness and 




a present 

trouble. 

zola 

n. 

b 

Bustard. 


zole 

V. 


To size up. 


zolo 

V. 


To order to be sold, as an 
article that has been held in 
pawn, as the owner cannot 
redeem it. 


zongbara 

n. 

c 

Green or butter beans. 


zonko 

n. 


Crenellations on a city wall. 


zoti 

V. 


To end; 

cf. wuti, zo. 

zotsa 

V. 


To size up; 

cf. zole. 

zowa 

n. 

fo 

Sauce made from beans. 


zo zunye 

V. 


To put to shame; lit. to take 
away piety; 

cf. sunzunye. 

zo 'wun 

V. 


To reconcile; to make peace; 

cf. giaria. 

zuba 



Used with the verb jin, to 
blue. 


zufa 

n. 


Window; an opening in a 
wall. 


zugu 

n. 


Roll of cloth from the loom. 


zukun 

n. 

ai 

Large hoe; a shovel. 


zukunnu 



See yikunnu. 


zun 

aff. 


Initial reduplication prefix for 
verbs with initial syllable, 





zun. 


zun 

V. 


To melt; to thaw; to become 
soft, as oil. 


zun 

V. 


To butcher; to cut (the 
throat). 


zun 

V. 


To break, as a stick; to close, 
as a road; to cease, as rain. 


zun 

V. 


To lie. 


zun 

V. 


To thatch. 


zun 

V. 


To rub on, as oil; to anoint; 

cf. gbo, za. 

zun 

V. 


To blow (with a bellows). 


zun 

pref. 


Prefix to cardinal numerals to 
form numeral adjectives. 


zun 'du ga 

sal. 


Salutation for the rank, 
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Tsowa. 


zunga 

V. 


To pass over or above. 

cf. zunwon. 

zun gamana 

V. 


To lie; 

zungi 

n. 


Cloth with an open mesh; 

cf. ezun, wowogi. 

zun 'gba da wunci 



Salutation for the rank, 

Somasun. 


zungbere 

n. 

an 

Black ant. 


zungbieniegi 

n. 

g 

Grass species. 


zun gwa 

V. 


To put in a door or window 
plate. 


zungi 

n. 

an 

Ant; 

cf. zunzungi. 

zunkun 

n. 

d 

Sickness among infants. 


zunma 

n. 


Back; the rear. 


zunmago 

n. 


Last; the end. 


zunmalafogi 

n. 


Small of the back. 


zunma3i 

n. 


Followers; disciples. 


ziinni 

adv. 


Once; 

cf. zun. 

zunnubi 

n. 


Sin; 

cf. lefl. 

z until 

V. 


To pass over; to step over; to 
break, as a law; 

cf. gbintu, zunga. 

zuntu 

V. 


To cross as a river or road. 


zuntsu 

V. 


To faint; to become 





unconscious. 


zunwon 

V. 


To lie; 

cf. 3 ungamana. 

zunya 

V. 


To lose, in trade. 


zunye 

n. 


Shame; piety; bashfulness; 

cf. sunzunye. 

zunye asun 

v.p. 


To be ashamed; to be 
bashful. 


zunyecimboci 

n. 


Shameless, immodest person. 


zunyesunci 

n. 


One who can be shamed. 


zunyewa 

n. 

s 

Small, harmless snake. 


zunzun zunzunka 

n. 


Rainy season; April to 

October. 


zunzungi 

n. 

an 

ants, generic term 


zu 



Initial reduplication prefix for 
verbs with initial syllable, zo. 


zuru 

n. 

is 

Second call for prayers, 
performed at about 1 p.m. 


zwalunci 

n. 


Fraud; deception. 


zwalumi 

n. 


Fraud; 

cf. aluzwalumi, zwalunci. 

3- 





3 e 

pron. 


Who. 


3 e 

V. 


To strike; to bang. 


3e 

V. 


To answer; to reply to; 

cf. 3 ega. 

3e 

V. 


To spill; to pour out. 


3e 

3 eba 

V. 


To alter; to change; to 
become; to turn; to fade; to 
repent; to copy (as writing). 


V. 


To repent; to change; to turn 



over; to disguise. 
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V. 


To stand against. 


3ebu 

V. 


To cross, as two sticks; to lay 
across; to lay cross-wise. 


3 ^ga 

V. 


To reply; to answer; 

cf. gomi. 

3egapa 

V. 


To answer abruptly; sharply; 
insolently. 


3egba 

V. 


To turn over; to tip over. 


3e gbwogbwo 

V. 


To slant; 

cf. 3eka. 

3eka 

V. 


To slant. 


3e kasa 

V. 


To turn over on one side; to 
turn upside down. 


3ekpe 

V. 


To turn over; to change sides. 


3ela 

V. 


To peal or strip off; 

cf. kpe. 

3empa 

n. 


Front of a house or 
compound; a lawn. 


3endaragi 

n. 

f 

Fish species. 


3engi 

n. 

f 

Fish species; 

cf. 3endaragi. 

3etu 

V. 


To cross, as a road; 

cf. zuntu. 

3evun 

V. 


To spoil; to ruin; to 
disarrange. 


3ewun 

V. 


To become angry; to be 
cross; to be vexed; to be 
provoked. 


3 eye 

V. 


To turn the head or course. 


3 i 

aff. 


Reduplicating prefix for 
verbs with initial, 3 e, 3 L 


3 i 

pron. 


Who. 


3 i 

V. 


Plural to be; 

cf. da. 

3 i 

V. 


To be bewildered; to be 
confused; to be confounded; 
to be stupid; 

cf. kegbugbu. 

-31 

aff. 


Plural affix for nouns, 
pronouns and adjectives. 


31 

V. 


To boast; to swear. 


31 

V. 


To be unfriendly; 

cf. navo. 

31 

V. 


To cut bunches of bananas or 
palm kernels. 


3iagaba 

n. 


Rank among the warriors, 

the salutation for which is. 

Daniya. 

3iaki 

n. 


Cross beam of a loom over 
which the threads pass. 


3iankarago 

a. 


New; fresh; 

cf. kara. 

3iankatara 

n. 


Salutation for the rank, 

Alikali. 


3ianto 

n. 

c 

Rice cultivar 


3iawukoyi 

adv. 


Very (large, much). 


31b a 

V. 


To boast; to brag; to swear. 


3ibili 3ibililu 

p.n. 


Angel Gabriel. 

cf. gbmdun. 

3idun 

V. 


To grunt; to groan; 

3 igi 

n. 


Priest of the masquerade 

cf. ndako gboya. 

3 igi 3 igi 

adv. 


Very (black); 

cf. tirinyi. 

3 igi 3 igi 

adv. 


Very (much, shaky). 
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3ika ana hi 

n. 


Line of prophets (Muslim); 
one bom in a caul; 

cf. Jiru. 

3*ko 

a. 


Black; dark; dim. 


3ikuti 

V. 


To swear by a shrine; 

cf. 3 !. 

3ile 

V. 


To stay awake at night. 


31 lu 

n. 

b 

Large wild pigeon. 


3ina 

V. 


To be warm; 

cf. eba egunna. 

3ini 

V. 


To fasten up a loin cloth; 

cf. da ni. 

3m 

aff. 


Reduplicating prefix for 
verbs with initial 3m. 


3m 

V. 


To return. 


3m 

V. 


To stir. 


3ingara 

n. 

g 

Grass used to make mats; 

= 3mm. 

31'nke 

v.c. 


Used with the verb jin, to 
help; to assist; 

cf. cewu. 

3inkiri 

n. 


Delay; Used with the verb 
jin, to delay; 

cf. woncin. 

3inma 

v.c. 


Used with the verb jin, to be 
large; 


3inmipa 

V. 


To follow; to come after; 

cf. lamitu, 3mmitu. 

3mm 

n. 

g 

Grass used to make mats; 

= 3ingara. 

3 inyi 

adv. 


Very (black); cf. tirinyi, 
313111x1. 


3iragban 

V. 


To be saucy; to be impudent. 


3isa 

n. 


Shaming; 

cf. sa3i. 

3itsu 

n. 


Chief or head of a village. 


3 i 3 i 

V. 


Plural of ci, to lie down; 

cf. 3i. 

3131 

n. 


Custom; fashion; cf. alada. 


3 ' 3 'nyi 

v.c. 


Used with jin, to be stupid; to 
be confused; to be 
bewildered; 

cf. kegbugbu, 3k 

313111x1 

adv. 


Very (black); dimly; 

cf. patampa, 3inyi. 

3uda 

n. 


Musk; civet (from the civet- 
cat). 


3 uya 

v.c. 


Used with jin, to be fat; to be 



fleshy. 
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